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The following are exlracts from an Iniroduetory Ap-
prEss, delivered by Mg, Joserm Howe, Editor
of the Novascotian, at the opening of the Mcchanic’s
Institute, lately established at Holifas: an Institu-
tion whick has deservedly met with every encourage-
ment, and supporl i —

Perhaps Iought to apologise for having undertaken
a task, that would have been so much beiter performed
by older and abler members of this society—but having
been called upon by the President, I was averse to
setting an example, that, however it might savour of
an amiable modesty, would strike at the root of those
important objects for which we are assembled. My
ready compliance was alsoinduced by the reflection,
that, as my knowledge of any one branch of Science
was neither so accurate, nor soextensive, as to enable
me to lecture upon it—it would be less laborious, as
well as less presumptive, to endeavour to throw to-
gether a few of those crude ideasof the pleasures and
advantages of all Science, with which most men, how-
cver limited their attainments, are sufficiently familiar.
In doing so, I assume no higher character, than that
of a porter, who stands at the gate of the temple of
knowledge, inviting-the wultitude to enter; but who
leaves to her inspired and favored sons, the task of win-
ning their love by a display of her wondrous power,
and more attractive mysteries.

It is proper, that, at the opening of this Institute,
some general outline should be sketched of the objects
which led to itsfoundation. 'These resolve themselves
into a narrow focus, and may be thus defined:—A due
appreciation of the pleasures and advantages of science;
and a desire to participate, as far as comes within the
eompass of our means—and to excite among friends
and neighbours a taste that must result in permanent

advantage to themselves; and may be of the highest im-
portance to their country.

That the pursuit of Science, in any or all of its mnl-
tiform divisions, is attended with-pleasure—nay, that
it is accompanied by delights more elevated and in-
teuse, than are to be gathered from the mere gratifica-
tion of the senses, the experience of every iluy, and
the examples of hundreds of gifted minds, are sufficient
to convince us. If we look round, and compare those
who are sedulously improving their intellectual powers,
by pursuing knowledge into its farthest retreats, with
those who are merely seeking' the gratification of their
animal propensities, we shall gather evidence to cheer
us along the path we have chosen, and to warn us from
that which leads in a downward course to the level of
the brute creation.

It would cost me but little labour to show, that the
refined pleasures—the intense delight, and overpower-
ing excitement, which are supposed to be the peculiar
gilts of luxury, ambition, or gold, belong in a yet high-
cr degree to Science. The pleasures which she holds
out to her followers, while they are as boundless, are
atthe same time more pure, beneficial and enduring,
He who devotes his days and nights to her service, feels
that every draft he quaffs from the stream of knowledge,

ncreases his fondness for what he delichts to find can
rever be exhausted. Every time he stoops at the foun-
ain, he finds his energies strengthened, and his spirit
efreshed; and what cares he for the wasting pleasures
.nd hollow friendships of the table, whose daily com-
anions are the gifted, the noble, and the wise?

If it be said, that although they are more blameless,

e pursuits and pleasures of Science are less over-

ywering and intense, than those of ambition—I would

k—what conqueror, at the close ofthe most decisive
ttle on record, ever felt a joy so rapturous and con-
llinig, as that which convulsed the frame of NEwTox,
ben he had discovered the laws by which the Al-

‘ghty’s hand sustained the worlds he” had created in

* illimitable void where they revolve? Had GirnLi-

9 no delight when he discovered the regular oscilla-

" of the pendulum? or, when raising his telescope,
found that his own ingenuity and perseverance, had
' Mnishe] his distance fiom the heavenly bodies?

Had ArxwricHT no overpowering feeling, when he saw !
he had completed a machine capable of multiplying, to
an almost infinite extent, the wealth and resources of
his country? Was Franxriy urged by no strong pas-
sion, when, atthe risk of his life he lured the electric
fluid from its cloud? and had he no reward when it
guivered by his hand? ‘Where, among all the votaries
of avarice and ambition have ever claimed, shall we.
find an instance of more untiring patience—of more |

to be found in the characterof Conumsus?

defer him following out one of the grandest ideas that
ever Science engendered in the mind of man. And
what must have been his sensations, when he demon-

the discoverer ofa world?

means lend encouragement to the supposition, that the
humbler searchers after knowledge have had no enjoy-
ment to sweeten their toils. The lovers of knowledge
have always participated in its pleasures in a degree
fully equal to their love. The delichts which Science
holds out to her followers are as certein as the facts she
discloses. 'T'he best evidefiee of this assertion is to be
found in her history—from a careful perusul of which
we shall discover, that they are suffictent to wean and

purify the mind from the influence of grosser propensi-
| ties—to strengthen and elevate it under every difficulty,
and to deaden, if not entirely counteract, the asperity
of all the trials and perplexities of life,

‘We meet together then, to search after knowledge,
because it is Yleusunt so to do—we cheer eachother on
in a path, the attractions of which as numerous as
they are seducive. #s

But all sufficient as this inducement might be consi-
dered, the members of this Institute have a hicher aim.
They do not propose to gather facts as children gather
flowers, because they are beautiful, and afford a momen-
tary gratification. They know that Science has its ad-
vantages as well as its pleasures. That its successful
cultivation has an important effect, not only on the
character, infiluence and fortune of individuals—but
,upon the advancement, resources and happiness of na-
itions. With this view, the selfishness inherent in our
! natures, urges us to snatch fremits stores whatever may

be productive of individual benefit.

We seek to be wiser—that we may challenge that
teood report which. wisdom confers on its possessor.
{ We believe in the Baconian-adage that “Knowledge
is power,” and, from a source so legitimatc, aim at a
more extended influence among our fellow men. We
know that on the accuracy and extent of our informa-
tion, will depend much of our success in the various em-
rloyments in which we are engaged, and to which we
[ook for the preservation of our mental independence,
and the comfort and establishment of our families—and
therefore we seek knowledge for its practical utility in
advancing our individual interests, But, while allow-
ling personal considerations their full scope in stimula-
{ting usto exertion, we have not been unmindful ofthe
important bearing which all Science, and particularly
mechanical Science, has on the character and progress
of every country; and I am satisfied, I do not err, when
I claim for this Institute a patriotic desire to elevate the
name and develope the resources ofthe Province.

In every prosperous country the benefits of Science
may be easily traced, and the influence it has exercised
isnot to be mistaken. Over its Legislation, it will
have diffused an enlarged and liberal spirit—justly ap-
preciating its wants and resources, and faithfully appro-
yriating the funds of the national compact to fostering
individual enterprise and industry. In its Laws, by a
clear definition ofthe rightsand obligations of the whole
people, and by the protection of property in each ofits
varlous modifications and transmutations. Inagricul-
ture, commerce, and manufactures, by a saving of la-
bour—a diminution of risk, and a multiplication of pro-
ducts,

strated the correctness of his views, and stood confessed |
But the pleasures of Science |
are not confined to its great masters:—and while we

name them as prominent iJlustrations, we do not by any |

As the benefits derivable to a country from mechani-
cal science, force themselves more exclusively upon us
on this occasion, I shall pass lightly over the obligations
manufaciures owetoagriculiure and commerce, to show
how much these great pillars of national wealth depend
upon manufactures; or, what may be termed the re-
sults and examplification of an improved state of mic-
chanical scienee, : 3

As regards Agriculture, there is scarcely one of its

steady and persevering devotion—of more unflinching simple operations that may not be either facilitated or
endurance of privation, faticue and danger, than are| retarded in proportion to the ignorance or ingenuity
r Not the | of the mechanic.
contempt and scorn of the ignorant fools who despised j make half a day’s difference in the work of a week, t
him—not the raging of the elements he dared—nor the | the settler who is commencing a clearing.
menaces of the ruflians who threatened his life, could | structure of the plough, to say nothing of the wear anl

The shape of the common axe muay
I
On tne

tear of strength inthe husbandman and his cattle, may
depend the (uantity ofland turned up; and consequeni-
ly the amount of erop for the support of his family, or the
market. If machinery assist him to scatter hus secu,
little if any will be wasted. 1f it aid him to thrash ani
winnew the sheaf, an important diminution of lubour
will be the consequence;—and his progress towards

a place of sale may be materiully affected by
the strength of a chain, or the formation of a

wheel,

Commerce may be said to depend, even more than
Agiiculture, upon the state of mechanical scieace, un-
til the rude shallop is formed, a feeble coasting  trade,
the germ of a prosperous commerce, cannot exist; aml
it hasinvariably been found, that in the same propoi-
tion as the art of ship-building improves, Conunerce s
extended, and a people rise on the scale of maritioe
powers. 'I'he reasons are numerous why this shouid
beso. However rich the prizes which foreign coni-
merce offers to the adventurer, they fail to influence lus
cupidity, while the wreck of hig substance, and the luss
of his life, are the alinost certain penalties of his enter-
prise. As mechanical science shows that by an itu-
provement in the form,and increase of the strength of
aship, it may better resist the violence of sthe waves,
and the pressure of heavy bhodies—as it supplies ihe
windlass, the cable and the chain, for safe nworing in
bays and harbors; as it teaches how spar may be adiled
to spar, and rope to rope, until the elements are broug hi
under controul, and until dangerbe lessened to a poiut
that loses its effectupon the imagination—then the cu-
pidity of the adventurer, finding that science has wii-
tiplyed the chances in his favor, ieads him fo launch
upon the ocean—to dare the dungers that exist bui
in a diminished degree; and to explore every coast
where the elements of a successful traffic wmay be
found. » - s

In following up the objects which the Institute has
in view, we may perhaps be assailed by the sneer of
the ignorant, and the ridicule of the idle; and while oar
society is in its infancy—and before it has proceeded
far on its path of usefulness, these may he productive oi
momentary annoyance. But when they, who now de-
ride its character and objects, find it slowly but suvels
operating upon the great mass of the community—rcc-
tifying its pursuits and elevating itstone—when we fiud
the mechanicrepairing to the Lecture Room instead of
the T'avern—passing his evenings in scientific conver-
sation and enquiries, in preference to enjoying the hois-
terous hilarity of the pot house—when they find him in
all cases substituting rapid calculation for the tedicus
process of measurement; and bringing the theory and
practice of the mathematics, and a right understunding
of mechanical powers, to bear on his daily busines
when they see evidence of these valuable acquisitions i
the style of our Buildings—in theimprovement and ex-
tension of manufactures—in the added beauty, wealth.
and resources of the Town; and above all, when they
see hundreds of respectable and independent men,
parting to their children the knowledge on which (1
owp success was founded; and with ’t, impressing wpon
their minds a love for the past history of this ins:
and the importance of its continuan
then, perhaps the trifler who now views cur efioots
indifference, may be shamed into the cenlt
our labors bave not been in vain,
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A bashful inan is liks a tiger
that foule, slinks away 1 bis




