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interrupt the silence since it heard the awful voice of 
the Eternal, 

The celebrated lake which occupies the site of So- 
dom and Gomorrah, is called 1n scripture, the Dead 
Sea. Among the Greeks and Latins it is known by 
the name of Asphaltites; the Arabs denote it Bahar 
Loth, o Sea of Lot. M. de Chateaubraind does not 
agree with those who conclude it to be the crater of 

“1 voleano; for, having seen Vesuvius, ®olfacara, the 
Peak of the Azores, and the extinguished volcanoes 
of Anvergne, he remarked in all of them the same cha- 
Tacters; that is to say, mountains excavated 1g the form 
of a tunnel, lava, and ashes, which exhibited incentes- 
table proof of the agency of fire. The Salt Sea, on 
the contrary, is a lake of great Aength, curved dike a 
bow, placed between two ranges of mountains, which 
bave no matnal coherence of form, no similarity of coms 
position They do not meet at the two extremities of 
the lake; but while the one continues to bound the val- 
ley of Jordan, and to run northward as far as Tiberias, 
the other stretches away to the sound till st loses itself 
inthe sands of Yemen.” There are, it is frue, hot springs, quantities of bitumen, sulpbur, and asphaltos; but these of themselves are not sufficient to attest the previous existence of a voleano. With respect, indeed, 
to the engulphed cities, if we adopt the 1dea of Michaelis 
and of Busching, physics may be admitted to explain 
the catastrophe without offence toreligion. According 
to their views, Sodom was built upon a mine of bitu- 
wen, a fact which 1s ascerthined by the testimony of Moses and Josephus, who speak of wells of naptha wn the valley of Siddim, Lightning kindled the combus- 
tible mass, and the guilty cities sank in the subterra- neous conflagration.—Malte Brup ingeniously suggests that Sodom and Gomorrah themselves may have been 
built of bitummaus stones, and thus bave been set in flames by tke fire from heaven. ! 
. According to Strabo, there were thirteen towns swale lowed up mn the lake Asphaltites; Stephen of Byzan- tiv reckons eight; the hook of Genesis, while it 
vames five a5 situated 1n the vale of Sitdun, relates 
tae destruction of two only; four are mentioned in Deu- teronomy, and five are noticed by the author of Eccle- 
g1asticys, 

The marvellous properties usvally assigned to the 
Degd Bea by the earlier travellers, have vamghad upon a more rigid investigation. Tt is now known that bo- dies sink, or float upon it, in proportion to their speci- fic gravity; and, that aithough the waters is so dense 2s to be favorable to swimmers, no security is te be found against the common acerdent of drowning ~~ Jo- 
sephus, deed, asserts that Vaspasian, in arder fo 
ascertain the fact now mentioned, commanded a nua. 
ber of his slaves to be bound band and foot, and thrown 
into the deegest part of the lake; and that oo far from 
any of them siking, they all mamtained ther 
on the surface until it pleased the emperor fo have them taken out. But this anecdote, although pecfectly gap- 
sistent with truth, does not justify ali the mferences 
which bave been drawn from it. © Bemg willing” to 
make an experiment,” says Maundrell, “1 went ip. 
to it, and found that it bore up my body 10 swimmine 
with an uncemmon force; hut as for that relation of 
some authors, that men wading into it were buoyed yp 
to the top ae soon as they got as deep as the middle, I 
found 1t, upoy trial, nol true.” 
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Gexerar Asner or Pavestive —The hills stang 
round about Jerusalem as they stood 10 the days of Dj- 
vid and Solomon. The dew falls in Hermon; the ce. 
dars grow on-Lebanus; and Kislion, that ancient river, 
draws ifs stream from Tabor as in the times of o'd. 
The sea of Galilee still presents the same natural ac- 
corpamments. The figtree springs up by the way 
side, syeamore spreads its branch.s, and the vines ang 
olives still climb the sides of the mountains. The de~ 
selation which covered the cities of the plain is not less 
striking at the present hour than when Moses, with 
an spied pen, fecorded the judgment of God; the 
swellings of Jordan are net legs regular in their rise 
than when the Hebrews first approached its banks, 
and he who goes down from Jerusalem to Jerico, stil) 
incurs the greatest hazard of falling among thieves, 
There is, 0 fact, in the sceuery ard manners of Pa. 
tesiine, a perpetuity that accords with the everlasting 
import of its historical records, and which enables us 

to indentify with the utmost readimess. the local ima- 
gery of every great transaction,—Edinbw gh Cabi- 
net Library, No. 4. 

ProximiTies or ArMies.—We have often heard 
our military friends desctibe the positions of the armies 
in the Pyrenees, the French on one side a ravine, the 
English on the other, the French sentmels at one end 
of the town, the English at the other, and the inbabi- 
tants pursuing their ordinary occupations, as something 
strange; and Captain Cook has very happily hit off the 
same:—*‘ One evening, while reclining on the parched 
and sun-burst turf at the tent door, our milch goat mb. 
bing particles of hard biscuit out of my hand, on look- 
ing around I was much struck with [he beauty of the 
scenery; the azure sky was reddened and glowing with 
a variety of brilliant tints, reflected from the glare of 
the setting sun, whose bright rays gilded the rugged 
peaks of the towering and great bulging mountains 
which every where enclosed us A long line of grey- 
coated French sentinels hned the opposite ridge, and 
one of their bands was playing a lively French air. 
Io the valley below us the little active Basque boys and 
girls were pelting each other with apples, between the 
hostile armies, while the straggling and half-starved 
Spamish soldiers, who dared not pluck the fruit, pre- 
tended to enjoy the sport, butn reality were picking 
up the apples and carefully depositing them in their 
small forage bags. In the back ground set eur tanned 
and veteran batman, employed in mending a pack- 
saddle, affer a long day’s forage, and casting an eye 

of affection ‘ewards his animals, which were tied round 
a stake, feeding, with ears turned back. on some ears 
of Indian corn, Io the meanwhile my messmate was 
conversing with, and drawing a caricature of, a dowdy 
woman, from the Asturias, loaded with an oblong 
basket of fresh butter, with ber arms akimbo, and her 
nut-brown knuckles resting on hips which supported no 
less than four short coarse woollen petticoats; from un 

| derneath these branched out a pair of ‘straddling legs, 
1of enormous circumference, the feet beg wrapped in 
[brown hayry skins, by way of sandals,— Captain Cooke’s 
| Personal Narvative. 

THE BRITISH DOMINIONS IN NORTH AME- 
‘ RICA, &e¢. 

BY J. BOUCHETTE, ESQ. 2VoLS, 4 To. LONDON, 1831, 

Public attention, says the Literary Gazette, has of late been 
much directed to the North Awerican Colonies; and the intrinsic 
value and political weight of there appanages of the empire has 
been the theme of a prolonged inquiry, and as yet undecided dis- 
cussion, Emigration, and the timber-trade questions, resolved 
themselves naturally into those important considerations. Inte 
the first of these subjects Mr. Bouchetie enters at considerable 
length; and we have much pleasure in hearing from him the still 
increasing success of the lately founded townships in Upper Cana- 
da, and the encouraging prospects to new settlers. Among the 
variety of valuable information furnished by him, we should have 
been glad to have found his opinions, whether the tevure 1p seig- 
neurie, or of free and commie soccage, is most advantageous, and 
of more rmumediate benefit to tho provinces; and whether the dense 
sand surplus Canadian population does not imperatively cal) for the 
creation of a new seigneuries for their location on the crown 
lands: as, in consequence of the uncowguerable attachment they 
manifest for their aneient laws and customs, #1] attempts to dis- 
wibnte them in townships have been quite nugatory. As regards 

the advantages derived (rom the excessive impulse given to the 
timber trade, we are uel pleased to catch an expression of the 
authors opinion in unison with our own. The chief business of 
the population should be agriculmre, and we are quite sure thar 
the progress of our colonies has rather been retarded than forward. 
ed by the direction of the spare number of the laboring classes to | 
the getting out of pine timber, and the digging {or gypsum; but for 
these, the exportation of grain, which affords a remunerating price, 

would have greatly inereaszd, and the fisheries might not have 
heen so mueh engrossed hy an enterprising neighbor. Mr. Bou. 
chette’s description of the topography of these provinces are pen- 

ned with all the accuracy of a surveyor; and if acquainted with 
Mr. Galt’a no less fanhful sketches of the inhabitant, the reader 
may easily in bis own mind, people the landscape. The progress 
of society, as rapid io these colonies ag their spring vegetation, is 
meihodically traced and described, from the first peopling of (he 
solitude of the pine-forest, through all the gradations of improve- 
ment, to the assumption of the characters of towns and even 
cities, upon the same site. The genius of the mother country js 
distinctly manifest in many of the early advancements nnd infant 
foundations of her colonies; and we may cite #6 an example the 
anmerous canals now in progress, or completed, in these provinces 
for the more expeditious transits of merchandise, or as precaution- 
ary defences against foreign aggression, 
The state of society the author does pot profess ta give any ue. 

count; and not being original in this pavtienlar, it 1s nlwost nepd- 
less to remark, that education is another subject on which he 
scarcely touches. Of the portions of these volumes which relate 
to the provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, we report in terms 
of commendation; bet as respects those of Nova-Scotia and New. 
Brunswick, they do not contain much that has not baen gathered 

flaliburres’s from preceding publications, particularly from Mr: 

account of Nova-Scotia, the best provincial history with which we 
are acquainted: We had almost forgotten to speak mi terms of 
unqualified praise of the fidelity and execution of the views which 
adorn the pages: the lithography ie exiremely reditable to the 
artist. ‘We have great dificuity in selecting « specimen for the 
opinion of our readers; all the striking features of a foaming fall 
and lake have been se frequently and so lately troubled by Cap- 
tain Hall and others, that we, would rather let them rest avd sub 

side in peace. Perhaps a description of Kingston, the naval arse 
nal, and of the flourishing settlements in the neighbourhood, i= 
nishing with a summary of the improvements in the lewer (upper) 
province will have some little claim for freshness and variety. 

““ I'he town of Kingston, the largest and mast populous of the 
Upper Province, is very advantageously seated on the north side 
of the river St. Lawrence, or rather at the eastern extremity of 
Lake Ontario: it is mn latitude 44 deg. 8 min, north, and in Jon- 
gitude 76 deg. 40 min. west from Greenwich. On the ground 
upon which it is built formerly stood Fort Frontenac, an old 
French post. Its foundation took place in 1788, and by gradual 
increase it now presents a front of nearly three quarters of a mile 
and in 1828 contained a population ascertained by census te 
amount to 3528 inhabitants, exclusive ofthe troops in garrison,— 
cluding the latter, and making due allowance for two years’ ju- 
créase,its popu lation’ may now computed at not less than 
5,500 souls. The streets are regularly planned, running at right 
angles with each other, but not paved. The number of houses 
may be estimated at about six hundred and seveaty. Most of 
them are built of stone: and many of them spacious and commo- 
dious: but very few are remarkable for the taste or elegance of 
their structure. An extensive wooden bridge of much solidity and 
beauty has recently been thrown over the narrowest part of the 
channel, between point Frederick and the town. It exceeds 
six hnndrey yasds in length, and has materially added to the sce: 
nery of the place and the convenience of its inhabitants. ‘I'he 
public buildings are a government house, a court house, a Prore- 
ant and_a Catholic Charch, a market-house, a gaol, and hospis- 
tal, besides the garrison, block-houses, government magazines, an-= 
stores. This town has obtained considerable mercantile impord 
tance within the last twenty years. wharfs have been construcs 
ed, and many spacious ware-houses erected, that are usually 
filled withjmerchandise: in fact, it is now become the mam m- 
trepot between Montreal and all the settlements along the lake 
to the wessward. From; the commencement of spring until the 
latter end of autumn, great activity prevails; vessels from eigh ¢ 
to nearly two hundred tons, employed in navigating the luke, a s 
continnally receiving and discharging their cargoes, as well as the 
bateaux used in the river, and the magnificent steambeats that 
‘ply between Kingston, York, and Niagara, contribute largely to 
the lively animation of tie scene. Its commercial importance 
must also be considerably enhanced by the opening of the Rideau 
canal, which will necessarily render it the emporium of the 
whole trade of the two provinces, whether carried ou by the Si. 
Lawrence or through the Ottawa. The harbour is well sheltered 
and convenient, accessible to ships not requiring more than three 
fathoms water, with good anchorage close to the north-eastern ex+ 
tremity of the town. The entrance to it is defended by a bat- 
tery on Mississaga Point, and another on point Frederick, which, 
with the shoal stretching from the former, with only five feet of 
water upsn it, are quite sufficient for 1s protection. Opposite te 
the town, and distant about half a mile, 1s a long low peninsala, 
forming the west side of Nay Bay. The extremity of it is cal- 
led Point Frederick. Point Henry is the extremity of another 

peninsula, but of higher and more commanding ground, that forms 
the eastern side of it. This is the principle depot of the royalnavy 
on Lake Ontario, and where the ships are laid up during the win: 
ter. The anchorage is good, but somewhat exposed to the south 
and south-west winds. lt isvery well defended by batteries nnd 
black-hosues on Point Frederick, and by a streng fort on Point 

Henry. On the western side of Navy Bay a.e the dock-yard, 
large; store houses, slips for building ships of war, naval ~ bar. 
racks, wharfs, and several dweling houses for the master builder 
and other artificers, for whom, since theif occupations have beoa 
so unremitting, it has been found necessary to erect habitations oa 
the spot. In this yard the ships composing the present British 
Ontario armament wete builtand equipped. The construction of 
he St. Lawrence, a first-rate, mounting one hundred and twn 
guns, will sufficiently prove that the power of this fleet may heres 
after be iucreased to a vast extent, At Sacket’s Harbour. the 
rival of Kingston as a naval depot, the maritihe forces of th" 
United States are kept. During the war large vessels were thera 
put upon the stocks, one of which was represented as exceeding 
in dimensions the largest man-of-war in the British service, being 
two hundred and ten feet in lengih on her lower gon-deck. 1 ig 
a fact singular enough, and well worihy of remark, that the larg- 

est armed ships in the world should thas be found wi the heart of 
an immense continent, on the fresh waters of ah interior inke, and 
ateo remote a distance from their more fimilinr element, the 
ocean. As a rival station to the American one of Sacket’s har- 
hour, Navy Bay is entitled to every consideration, and as lopg ns 
it bevomes an object to maintain a naval svperiariry on the luke, 
the greatest attention must be paid to this establishment, — particu- 
larly when me observe with what care aur rivals complete such 
of their ships as were begun during the war, and also the mepsures 
they are adopting generally, to be enabled to contend agains us, 
at a future period, with numerical strength in their favor.— ang, 
n fact, the methods they pursue are well calenlaten to aobrain (he 

object they steadily keep in view. The conduct of an eaterpi- 
sing neighbour should always be narrow y obseived, and a coun. 
tervailiog power be prepared, commensivate fo the means of ng. 

gression, tn the e vent of hostilines, ‘I'he Awericans bald the ir 
ships much faster than we do on our side, and for this reason, 
strength is the chief object with them, and if that be obtained, 
they cave but little about heauty of modei or elegance of finishing. 
in fact, they receive no other polish thab what is given them by 
the axe and the adze. On the other hand, we emplov ug 
much tine upon ours as we should in the European dock. 

yards: They ate undoubledly as strong as the American: 
but they are far more expensive, and will not endure a lopser 

period of service. When we reflect, that ships built on (his 
leke will not lost more than five, or at most six years of 
aciuel service, it may be a sunject not unworn hy of consides 
ration, whether we rannot, with rome advantage to o nseivey 

adopt the methods 6! our oppotents: and if wé have a fgg 


