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THE GLEANER Xe.

ly powerful to break down many of the details, will not
be so violent as.it is generally l;eheved. The Hous:
stands eommitted to the principle; and is now ¢
committed to examine the clauses in which the princi-
leis embodied. It cannot, therefore, make any very
important alteration without falling into a contradic-
tion of 1ts own act. ‘I he tory party are in a dilemma,
and they feel it: they are well aware of the fruitlessness
of opposing themselves to the unanimous demands of
the country; and they know that any inconsitent move-
ment now would forfeit that character for sagacity,

which, through good and evil, they have acquired and |

maintained: they will, therefore, play their part with
caution and skill. 'That they look forward to office,
an depend much upon their own tact in defeating the
bill by elipping its wings, we are well assured, not
only through private channels of information, but by
their indirect allusions in the late discussion. Lord
Grey and  his colleagues have, therel.'ore, to contend
not merely against prejudice, but faction; and if they
do not observe the strictest integrity of purpose, the
chances are that the tories will at all events succeed in
bringing the Administration into contempt, which is
the first object at which they aim, Itshould be remem-
bered that the tory reform bill is ready, and that the
least uncertainty or indecision manifested by the Mi-
nistry, may turn the balance of popularity, and givea
{alse EeLAT to the Duke of Buckingham’s deceitful pro-
jeet.  We still trust, however, in Lord Grey; he has
struggled solong in the toils, that he is entitled to con-
fidence, until he has actnally permitted his opportuni-
ties to pass away profitless.
BELL’S WEEKLY MESSENGER.

Never, since the existence of a legislature in this
country, were so much anxiety and solicitude manifest-
ed as on ¥riday night during the whole course of the
debate. Not only was the House of Lords crowded
with its own members, but also the members of the
Commons, and Palace-yard without was equally throng-
ed with expecting multitudes. 'The scene was impres-
sive, absorbing, and interesting beyond all description.
Dispatches were waiting for Scorland, Ireland, and
for all parts of the country. Horses, Carriages, &c.
&c. During the debate, the hopes and fears of the
respeetive parties were strongly marked in their coun-
tenances, People betted as in the St. Leger Race,
when the horses are within five hundred yards of the
wining post, At one lime it was reported that the
Opposition would clearly have the majority;—at ano-
ther,~~that such were the doul!s of the Ministers that
it was deemed expedient to posipone the debate, it
still, however, proceeded and with more animation and
anxiety as it reachedits close. At hall-past 6 o’clock on
Saturday morning the clamours for  Divide” were
incessant, when the galleries were cleared, and the
division took place, and was pronounced by ‘he Lord
Chancellor, in a voice of exhaustion, but momentary,
triumph, to be—
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Majority for the second reading—NINE.

Immediately after the division, some conversation
took place between the Duke of Wellington and Earl
Grey, when the latter consented to defer the committal
of the Bill until after the Easter recess.

We may now, therefore, congratulate the country
apon the triumphant success of the measure, upon
which not only its peace and harmony—its moral tem-
perament—its cheerful patriotic character—its sober
and considerate enjoyment—its well-poised morals—
and all its social comforts depended, but upon which
also, we may honestly assert, its very political existence
hung and rested. Hard fought, indeed, has been the
battle, and most glorious has been jthe result; but a
result like that of all other great victories,—to be en—
joyed with temperance and thankfulness, and to be
accompanied with a disposition, on both sides, to bury
all angry matters of controversy in oblivion.

Our readers will perceive that we consider the vic-
tory obtamned upon the second reading as the effective
carrying of the Bill, and so in substance it is, and as
such, the Duke of Wellington admitted it would be.
It is an acknowledgment of its principle, and a confes-

sion, even on the part of many of its opponents, that, |

however objectionable some of its details may be, the
policy of ythe measure is recognized, and pronounced
ws unanswerably just. Lord Grey may now consider
%imself as having obtained the highest pinnacle
of greatness as a minister ofstate, and of having matured
and carried into effect a measure, for which he must
rece1ve the gratitude of the latest posterity, mixed with
the blessings of those who are happily enabled to par-
gicipate in his triumph, and cheer him with their living
voices: We shall not perplex ourselvesand ourreaders

! willi {llf details of this Bill, and its possible alterations
in the C

‘ ommittee, Its hardest oppone ind that
{they bite against steel;—they may nibble, but they
[c:mnut wound; they may bruise,” bt cannot break,
But upon this point we refer to our political article in
the second page.

Having secured this great me
Charta of our rights, we m
sgm'tmg: upon a
| tical existence.
1stitation of

asure,—th:s new Magna
it ay consider ourselves as
fresh race of national glory and poli-
€ But let us be satisfied with the Con-
: England, as it will be fis ed by this Bill;
and neither be allured by the restl )
templative speculators, “or the
m_lschmls of those who stand out for a larger portion
of popular right than is consistent withsecurity, For
Heaven’s sake, let us now have peace and qgui
not be always at sea, like the fabled 1sland of Delos
seeking for a new foundation amidst tempests an.g.
waves.—April 16. i

20 LONDON MORNING CHRONICLE,
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A e r;ub!jahgd vje.lcmay Ridgw ay’s list of the majo-
rity and minority on the second reading of the English
Reform Bill in the House of Lords, on {} rab
efor i1 the House of Lords, on the memorable
division of last week. 'This red

10 and biack r
the friends and foes of the liberties of the 1’»0(\);)]]:(:3;\371?{
to he hung up in the house of every reformer lix,:'ou:‘h-
out the kingdom.- An anylysis of the component p;rtq
of the minority, remarkably displays the effects of the
l{o;ngp‘rcdom‘mance ol_tl‘xer tory politics Twenty Lord
steatenants of Counties, 31 Pensioners, and 34 borouch
proprietors, voted against the Government and Re-
form. Sm;h is the political and sinister interests ar-
rayed [Aagainst any effective amendment of the K;C"[))'('-
sentation. . "The spiritual peers somewhat redeen;vd
}'helr clAlar_acter and their reputation with the n:’.{loﬁ-
-he majority: comprised 12 bishops, the minority 15
;)'relm‘os; and 8 of the right reverend fathers in God,
viz: Ely, Hereford, and Peterborough, did not ar)pea’r
{0 person or. by proxy. In the committee, therefore
parties being so evenly balanced, the bishops—if the
15 spiritual anti-reformers stand to their text—will
give tl}e casting votes against the main clauses of the
h‘l”. Shoqld this result follow, the enemies of the
Church will rejoice inwardly to view the heads of the
church thus commit a deliberate act of suicide; but we
counsel the bishops to mark the ¢ signs of the times;> to
ponder well the peril of such their hostile posi’tion
against the million laity, and to observe the fortunate
effect on the public mind, of the recent spiritual con-
versions to the public cause. If the 15 spiritual peers
Canterbury, Armagh, Bangor, Bristol, Carlisle, Exe-
ter, Glouccstfzr, Kilmore, Oxford, Rochester, Clogher,
Durham,‘ Salisbury, St. Asaph, and Winchester—eon.
tinue their fanatic non-conversion, they will effectual-
ly alienate the hearts of the people from the Church
E_stabhshmcnf, and infallibly work the downfal of the
hierachy. We do not appeal to the Phillpot cenius,
tothose who, as they foolishly opine, are worshipping
the rising sun—but we do earnestly beseach the preitﬁ
diced and near sighted prelates to pause in their in-
sane career. Their former banishment from the House
of Lords, in the days of the Commonwealth, as held out
to them as a scare-crow by the wily boroughmongers,
who thus lamentably succeed in misleading the blind
and erring prelates. t
primary causes of that memorable ¢ weeding of the
House of Lords.” Was it not the bigoted and perse-
cuting conduct of the Stewart bishops—was it not their
contumacy towards the people which led to their ba-
nishment from all temporal power in the state? 'They
‘were the ever ready and active tools of persecution and
corruption. Ignorant of the world, except in the means
o personal advancement and temporal ambition—they
rashed on their destruction, though forewarnded by ail
the enlightened political men of the 17th century of
the inevitable consequences: too late they discovered
the errors of their ways, and fain would tl';ey have re-
traced their steps, when the precipice stared them in
the face: the anti-reform bishops are treadine in the
shoes of their Stuart predecessors. May they be saved
say we sincerely, from the brink of political perdition;
may they persevere, pray their enemies, who Joyfully
behold them working the destruction of the hierarchyv:
the bishops, we ardently hope, will see the licht, and
resist the stale baits thrown out to them by that wily
but superanuated politician, Lord Eldon (who is no
longer the sole patrons of the ¢ Livings’ of the church)

ely suggoested

times, may they cease to oppose reform, if they cannot
be induced to support it.
the country are upon them; their conduct is unseemly
and ungrateful tothe people; they are blindly under-

affected love for the right reverend bench.
FROM THE ABERDEEN CHRONICLE.
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We call upon them to view the |
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| aﬁ_oat respectin
_agitated meqgy
; doubt for pe

g the ultimate fate of the Reform bi“-—lhstm‘“ch
1€, which has kept the country n _confusiot dﬂr
['tp. the 1d1s arly a twelvemonth. * Without attending, hOWc"'fm'
e & .‘e and sinister rumours of party, it is quite clear U .
i 1e‘r’¢. '8 some obstacle to the creation of additional peers, eithe
i |i] ‘e’(_JPDOsHmn of the king, or of some snfluential members Ol-
the cabinet, or jn yphe scruples of Earl Grey. We hove been &

 Yays told that it would take place—thut the king was determinel
—that he was a Zealous reformer, &e. But e fact 18, that
though the creation of additional p‘uers is.now plainly necessal"y
‘Iu>r 'lhe success of the Reform Bill, 1t bas not taken place. l?o
5(";("",‘"."' hus been mnde—and the political game s ju_dubs
fii O 18 1! possible, we would ask, to carry the Reform il un*
mutilated trough the committee of the peers, in the face of the
positive declaration by several who voted for lile cecond readink
that they would propuse ‘material alterations in the commitle

We are totally ata foss to unravel this mystery; and with every
('-ﬂ”ﬁ"fihce m Kar] Grey, in hys unshaken  firmness and integrityy
we still remble for the fate of the bill, Bt on this subject it 18
needless to spe

lar
? culate fuither, for we have really no data on which
to buiid even conjeciure, 3
g 3 ): 4 . F % . in-

I'he Duke of Wellingion’s protest against the bill, which we i
sm'le(l W our Tast,

; P, has been numerously signed by the ant-refor®”
Bt Mhis Proest is a miserable tissue of ixclusive reason”
ing. It i one contingel begging of the que-tion. It proves M0*
thing, but asseris every thing, and by this easy process of assun
ing all that he ought to proye, his Grace no dyebt makes ouf his
poiit to his own perfect satisfaction, His protest is like somé
dumaged article, which has been artiuily cobbled vp for sale, at

can only impose on customers who buy without examining. he
moment 1t is looked at iv appears full of cracks, apd is throw?
asice as unfit for use  He sets out with a most wonderful disco~
very, namely, that the Government of Great Britain is a monar:
chy, asd thatno chaage can bie useful which strikes out the prit®
ciples of monarchy, and would prevent the sovereiga from perform’
ing the high duties allotred him; which would leave himi ¢ without
the free and independent exercige of his lawful prerogatives, "
guarding the general interests of the state, in apholding its #0°
c:ent iustitutions,” Now, if *his sentence be fairly ananiysedv it
appears to be really nothing but silly and unmeaning verbisge:
ivst, it is denied, and certairly not proved by the Nable Duke,
that the bill trenches on the prerogatives of the King: and 2dlys
We never heard that it was the King’s busmess to guard the
general interests of the state. We never looked to him for any
[ such superintendence. 1t is not at all from this quaiter that the
subject can ever deriye any security for his general interests. Of
the contrary,, a jealousy of the crown is a great principle in ouf
constitution. It is from the Crown thatany attack on the gene=
ral interests of the state has been always dreaded; and in peint ©
fact l}re danger has always praceeded from this source. The pre=
rogatives of the Crown and the liberty of the subject, or the gene:
ral ivterests of the siate, have always been at variance; and it #
an entirely novel idea, quite worthy of his Grace of We Jlington»
that the subject could 1n any case be injured by a measure that
nenched on ‘the prerogatives of the Crown. Bat we do not #2¢

7

sentatives, we in the smallest degree touch these prerogatives:
Gl'eﬂ‘ dangers are expected to arise from the measure, because
is sa1d to be untried. But we say it is not vatried. A govern”
went by means of a representative ody elected by the peeple is 10t
untried. We have in many cases experienced the greatest benefi®
from the influence of he people on the deliberstions of Parliaments
as we have experienced much evil from the corrupt influenge ©
the buyers and se'lers of seats in Parliament. We have fujly ex
perienced the good aud evil of hoth systems, and in removing the
corrupt influence, and strengthening the purer 1nfluence of 1he
people, we are not running into any untried experiments. AnYy
one might as well say to his neighbour whe proposes to build 2
bouse, and had collected all the stones for the purpose, * Sir, yop
are trying a very dangerous experiment;—you dont know how these
| Stones will hold together,—it is very dangerous, Sir, very dunge-
rous.” Are we notbuilding our new political edifice of the very
Same materials out of which it bas been constructed from time
'mmemorial? Are we not proceeding on the known and tried
principle of representation—and how then ean it be said that we
are embarking o any reckless scheme of pntried mnovation?
The old cry about chartered rights and vesied interests s again
raised in opposition to this bill.  The bill, we are told, attacks the
sacredness of chartered righls; ¢ the. most ancient charters, ant
the most yalued interest, it is added are treated with a reckless
indifference which shociss every feeling of justice.” 'This is veally
a heavy charge. The rights of man are indeed sacred; aud, whew
they are still farther secured by charters, they are even more 1
icre«l. But the protest does not specify the nature of these sacred
{rights and valued interests which are attacked by the bill, 1'he
only right of w hich this bill takes cognizance is that ofvoting fof
members of Parliament; and so far from taking away this right, it
greatly extends it to thousands whe never had it before. It takes
away this right frem those who prostituted it to the most corrapt
ends—whe sold it for money—who gent to Parliament, not the
member who was most worthy, but 2im who paid the most. The
Bill puts an end to this base traffic of seats io Parhament, and 0
all the immorality, corruption and perjury, to which it gave rise.
Are these the sacred churtered rights and” the valued interest to
which the protest alludes? s it our seat-selling that his Grace
makes so pathetic a lamertation for? Does he regret that bribery
and political villany ofevery description should Ye put an end to?
Does he really imagine, and can he take such hberties with the
King's Englieh, as to speak of a right to do wrong—a right to
| brihe—a right ‘to perjure—a right 10 seil to  the highest bidder
{ the dearest cnnst"lulitnmlpnvyle-;e’! Can he really prostitute the

and with an_enlightened foresight of the spirit of the | Werd sacred, by applying it to bribery wnd falsehood? And be-

| cause there were men who received the wages of such iniquines

. | dees he really affirm that a law which abolishes- these iniquities
We know that the eyes of -

la"d takes away, of coorse, from those who profited l)y thew thewr
ill-gotten gains—does he, we repeat, affirm that such a law wench-
les on any sacred right, or shocks (that is  his remarkahie word)

mining the establishment, and swelling the ranks of the any ‘9""3"'€f‘:’22‘:’,:':;z {']“‘e "";'?”f” “"I‘]i““““”’;: ”'".‘t’f“‘“" musy_ be
# &% o . e spiri the worst ¢ i » those which sympathise with venahity, in-
S%Ctﬁ‘ls_ttsv- a'lll‘(ll]e:’i ﬁgzirvr?glm;s b‘(;]:nmsali\;légtle}(]ieOfp‘ilnl\s :justice, and political wrongs of the deepest dye. And again, )
of charity, e s an)

we turn to Scotland, where are the sacred rights which are in—
jured by this bill?  The exclusive right of voung to be svre 19
{‘_r‘kgn away from several town wouncils who engressed it from

It will be observed that both Houses have adjourned to Mon- | the great mass ohhel people, it is tuken from the few, and it 8
day, Tth May; and in the meantime all sorts of speculations are given to the many, along with wiom these (ew may vote. 19

that by giving the people the power of chusing their own repre:
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