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THEGLEANER. red to be a liberal one,  Fle had stated the fect, with- | other terms than as the foulest calumny. If be weuld
D T AR POk, B S b Lout arraigning the metives of the Right Rev. Prelates;ihe capable of exciting and instigating a mob, there
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HROUSE OF LORDS.

Oct. 11.—Lord King presented two petitions 1n
favor of the prescription bill introduced by the Lerd
Chief Justice of the King’s Bench.
gy professed to be averse to all changes, and to be
desirous that every thing should remain unehanged, but
when their own interests were concerned, became arch
disturbers. (Hear, hear,) The other petition was
to the same effect from a place in Ireland.

Lord Ellenborough defended the conduct ef the
Clergy.

Lord Sheffizld had always considered the existence
of the Right Reverend Prelates in this House as liable
to one objection, as they always threw almast the whole
weight of their body into the scale of Government.
(Hear, hear, from the benches.) The Rizht Rev.
Prelates, w a firm and close phalanx, lent their werg bt
to the Government, and this led him to observe that
the Right Reverend Prelates always did so when the
Government was atbitrary aud oppressive; but that
the very instant that a hheral Government came inte
power, and preposed liberal and beneficial measures
the Right Reverend Prelates voted against them, ,

The Earl of Canarvon rose to order. There would
he‘ an end to all freedom of discussion axd decision ¥
this were to be allowed.

The Lord Chancellor had been {aunted for not
takt.ng care to keep erder, but he could only give his
aflv1ce, which he would now give ¢f rvaleat f,:lanlum
To arraign the motive of any Noble Lords in voling as
they did, was certainly contrary to all rule and order
(Hear) But he did'not hear that bus Noble friend
imputed any siister or bad motives to the Right Rev
Prelates in voting as they did, but raerely stated the
fact and bis opinion that this might prove injurious to
the Church establishment, of which he was a firve and
stedfast friend. The Right Rev Prelates did not
want to be exempted from observatian. They courted
observation. The Right Reverend Prelates had no
doubt acled with the greatest disinterestedness
(Hear, hear ) Good God! to impute to the Right
Reverend Prelates that they acted from selfish :ud
interested motives! No, they had with the utmost
disinterestedness  acted against the Goverament,
(Loud cries of hear, hear.) They thought of tripping
up the present Government—(bear, hear)—they had
a right to do so—(hear)—and it could not be imputed
fo them that they were actuated by selfish motives

He said the cler-|

1 highest station in office.

but f be was in_any degree out of order, he begged
leave to apologise tothe House.
The Bishopof London had himself given neither

| opinion nor vote on the subject of the important measure

REFORM BlLL—Tgz EPISCOPAL BENCH.

lately before the Ilouse; but when the noble aod
learned Lord sayd that the Bishops desired to trip up
the Government, he must say that no such thooght ha¢
ever entered into their minds, The Bishops had no
| reason to wish that the present Government should be
! tripped up.
i The Bishop of Liandaff had been anxious to vote
for the second reading of the reform bill, but could rot
| fiud reasons to enable him to do so.  As te the impu-
| tations insinuated, if not expressed, that they had voted
from interested and selfish motives, he vegarded them
as 1dle sonnds—mere cchoes of the discordent noises
with which they bad been assaded on therr entrence
{ipto that House. (hear
The Bishop of Exeler.—The Bishops had not op-
posed the measure because §t was the measure of a
liberal Admimstration, but because in thetr consciences
they could not approve of it, and they were ready to
brave the censore of the mob, even when urged and

instigated by those whose duty it was to restramn those |
ebullitions of the mob—those who ought to \.plmld and

maintain all the mstitutwns of the coun'ry.  Aud now
they were to be told that they always supported an
arhitrary Geuerument, but voted azanst the Goverp-
ment when it acted ou froe principles, and introduc:d
hiberal measures, Je dcfied any of the accusers of the
Bishops to shew a single nstance in which they 1 .d
acted from interested ard selfish motives, although . -y
had been outrageously msulted by a person holdiog T he
If he was wreng 10 being so
warm, he trusted that the occasion would be some
apology for him. A trumpery. petition was presented,
jand that occasion was taken to hold out that {he cler-
gy, who professed to be averse to all change. were the
greatest disturbers of existing rigant and mstitutions,
and were spoken of with sarcasm and nsult, and bemg
interested and selfish, and engaged in a coaspiracy
against liberty.

Earl Grey—This was the most unfounded accusation
that he had ever heard brought forward agawmst any
Ministers by any Member of the bench of Bistops.
(hear, hear.) As to the annoyances that the Right
Rev. Prelates might have received from the people, he
and his colleagues had dene every thing in their power
to prevent such annoyances, both as regarded the right
reverend prelates and others whese votes were most
likely to expose them to such annoyances' and he asked
the right reverend prelate whether he meant to say that

when they acted agamst the present government, and |

attempted to trip it up, and probably thought that they f encourage such annoyances?

bad tripped it up. (Hear, hear.)

Lord Ellcnborough rose to order. The Noble and?
Learned Lord had risen to giwe his opinion on a pomtj
of erder, and now he was treating them wi.ha speech |
from himself, ‘

Earl Grey put it to the consideration of "his noble |
friend whether he ought to persevere in a eourse Which
could be attended with no advantage, and was sure {o
be ;ery inconvenient. The ciscussion could lead to no |
good.

Lord Suffield did not question the motives of the |
Right Rev. Prelates, though he had thought that he;
Was in perfect order in making some observations on
their vote.—Their motives were, no doubt excellent.

e had only observed on the matter of fact, that the!

1ght Rev. Prelates had, for the first time, voted a.
82inst the Government, when that Government happen-

{late whether he alluded to

he (Earl Grey) bad ever done anything to excite and
I lie right reverend pre-
late had s3id that a person n the lighest station in
office had insulted and vilified the church. Now he
was in what was generally considered as the highest
station in office; and he asked the right reverend pre-
him or to his noble and
Jearned friend on the woolssck? But to which ever of
them the right reverend prelate alluded, sure he was
tbat to neither of them could the accusatron be applied
with justice or truth. (Loud cheers.) 1ut, not con-
tent with this, the right reverend prelate, "vith a warmth
which little became the garb that he wore, had been
so grossly unjust as te accuse them of beng exciters
and instigators of a mob to wilify and insult the right
reverend pre'atés, (Hear.) To that be could only
reply, that he repelled the imputation with the utmest
contempt and indignation. There was not a syllable
of truth in 1t— (hear)—and he could describe it in no

was no terms of reprobation with which he would not
deserve to be visited  But he repeated, that there was
no truth in the imputation, nor shadow or color ¢f fruth.
He denied the charge. He had done nothing but
what be was justified and bound to do in the discharge
of msduty inthat house. Instead of exeiting and en-
couraging a mob agamst the right reverend prelates,
or any other Lords whe voted against the measure, we
had exerted all the powers of Government fo protect
them, however hostile te bim their vote might be,  That
vote they had a right to give if they chose it, and he
never meant to question that right. ~ He, therefore,
called on the right reverend prelates fo state the evi.
denee on which he rested so foul an imputation. [o all

his observations he had shown the gzreatest respect for
| the right reverend prelates, and was a firm friend to the
| established ¢hurch of England; and be still respected
| the right reverend prelates as a body notwithstanding
{ the most improper speech and the foul aspersions of the
: right reverend prelate whe speke Jast. —(Loud
cheering.)
| The Bishop of Excter said he was ready to producs
| the evidence on which he rested his assertions, On the
first night of the debate on the reform b I, Noble
Earl was pleased to call on the Bishops seriously to
| consider what would be their condition 1n the estimation
inf the country in case they voted against the measure.
i The Noble Earl had put this m such a way as if he
| meant to ivduce the Bisheps te vote for the
from a dread of the odium whioh they would encounter,
{1 case they voted against it. This, whatever might
be the Noble Earl’s intent, was to call upen then
{a menace to vote for the bill, and it had a te
"excite the people against the bereh of Bishop:
| Nobla Easl bad called upon them under 2
I'vote for the measure, and he had assumed the
j(er of a prophet, and called upon them to sot their
| house in order, The Noble Earl did not, indeed, con~
lclude the sentence. That he had left for themselves to
'do. But, at the same time, the meanig was clear that
{ destruction to their house wis *hroatined. The Noble
| Earl bad also remmded them that certamn importan
questioas were under consideration, of which the de-
| cision might be favourable or urfavorable as fthe voto
Emight be. Did the Nobie Lord mean that schemes of
!plunder were m agitation, whizh might be alfected by
| the conduet of the Bishops? Whatever was meant,
they had not allowed their conduct to be affected by
such threats, but had voted as their consciences aad
sense of duty had dictated. What he said was, thet
the language of the Noble Earl had a tendency to ex-
pose the Bishops to odum in tbe eyes of the people,
and to inst gate the people against them; and this was
the echo of what others had suggested, for the very
same language was held by the public journals, which
had assailed the Bishops beeause they had done their
duty. (hear, bear.) This was the first time since
the revolution that the beneh of Bishops, as a bodr,
opposed,a great measure of Government; and yet they
were threatened and menaced for having doue su in
compliauce with their own sense of duty.

Earl Grey.—The right reverevd prelate had saud
that be had on the first day of the dubate on the reform
bill addressed them in a tone of menace, ke had
certainly addressed them in a tone of warmpg but not
of menace. Tle bad put it to them as he bhud put it to
other Noble Lords, to consider the consequences of
opposing a measure, upon the passing of whi.ch th
public mind was se much bent, but meaning to call oo
them to surrender their censcicaces, or to vote any
other way than their sense of duty prescrib.d. fic

meastre,
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