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THE GLEANER, &c.

FROM THE WINTER’S WREATH,

THOUGHTS ON HORSEMANSHIP.

BY HARTLEY COLERIDGE,

In brave pursuit of honourable deed,

& There is, I know not what great difference
Between the valgar and the noble seed,
Which, unfo thigs of valoreus pretence,
Seems to be born by native influence,
As feats ofarms and love to entertain,
But chiefly skill to ride, seems a science
Proper to gentle blood.

SPENSER’s FAERY QUEEN,

To assert his sovereignty over the inferior animals, to over-
take the swift—to overreach the crafty, and to overmatch the
strong; to extirpate the ooxious—and to enbdue and appropriate
the useful, is the primitive study—the earliest ambition of man.
What necessity dictates to the barbarian, the vigorons progency
of culuvated iife porsue for eenvenience, pride, or pleasure. ‘I'he
chase, in 1ts various forms of hunting, fishing, fowling, falconry,
&ec. is a powertul instinct, that seems originally planted in all
healthy males; oor are the softer sex entirely free from its in-
flvence. The huntress Diana has many votaries to this day; and
her sylvan sport is far_from envied than her immortal celibacy.
True it s, thai the sedeatary occupatious of the poorer citizens,
the intellectoal abstractien of a few, the indolent indulgences of
others, the scruples of some, the weakness and timidity of more,
co-operate With want of leisure, and aristocratic regulatious, to
extinguish this vatural teadeney in the greater number of a eivi-
lized nation. Burt, wherever instinct remains in force—in the boy,
the rustic, and the country gentleman—the passion for field-sports
18 as strong as ever; and poets, philosophers, statesmen, and di-
vioes, may be found among their staunchest devotees. A healthy
boy, b-ed up in the country, will always be a sportsman, as soon
as he iy out of petticoats. Whough the guo is notto be touched,
he sho s perseveringly with those truly British weapons, the bow
and arcow; and if a sparrow fall,he iz as proud as Apollo Bei-
vedere. Perhaps the fox-hounds are unattainable; he can only
hear the harriers at a distance; and his mamma has toid him that
the Otter dogs are vulgar. Still, * rats and mice, and sueh sinall
deer,” ure his {ree warren, and he bunts poor puass about the gar-
den as perseveringly as the beautified flowers of Qdin pursved the
Loar 1a rhe Scandinavian Paradise; even Isaac Walton might
comnen:l the patience with which he holds a crooked-pin in the
uninhab ted fish-pond. There s no cruelty in this. it is the eame
instinct (hat drove the beasts of prey into desertsand forests, and
made ro . for agriculture, social seeurity, arts and Kknowledge.

But to possess animals—-to keep them alive is still better than
catching and destroying them. An octagenarian raven—a miser-
. 8et out of pure kindness against a south wall at noon—a
magpie, rhat cen say, ‘What’s a clock?—even a guinea pig, the
n:ost unintellectual of the four-footed creation,are valuable pro-
perty. . Wihite wice bave produced as violent feuds in a little
fawily; as white elephants among the princes of tarther India.
Monkeys are more reapected thau the generality of poor relations;
hut eais are doomed to share the irreverence too frequently be-
stowed on female eld. Yet they are favourites with little neaidens,
and with embryo poets; for poets, however manly in courage and
intellect, have always something feminine, both in their virtues
and their weakness. But a youth thathas a poney—of bis very
own—or even a free adwission to his father’s stable; go to, he is
happier than he is like to be teu years heuce.

There is nothing with which the pride of man so strongly con-
nects iteelf. as with the mastery and management of that noble
animal the horse; nothing so bumiliating as to be a bad jockey.
in martial ages, the term herserian is synonymous with gentlemen.
Liector is honoured by the epithet horsebreaker. The word chi-
valry, which jmplied all that was noble in blood, comely in ac-
complishment, and valiaut in deed, all that a king should honor and
a lady leve—might, if the sense of words were to be sought in their |
etymdlogy, be used tocharacterige the purpuits of the hostler, the
farrier, the groom, and the horse-courser. The Equites were the
gentry of Rome and Athens. Whole tribes in Asia and even in
South America, where the horse is not indigenous, almost live
upon horseback, and esteem the print of a man’s foet in the
earth, as a mark of degradation. From the roving Arab, whose
unchod steed scarce leaves a trace in the sand, to the graceful
chevalier, whose trained courser, prond of its burden, treads the
ground with step elastic, and disdainful as a haughty dame, all
degrees of men have their horse-vanity; even those who cannot
back the staidest pad that ever grazed i the churchyard, indulige
it in imagination. Pope, most likely, was never on horseback in
his life; yet hear how the little man talks:

¢ The impatient coureer pants in every vein,

And, pawing, seems to beat the distant plain;
Hills, vales, and floods, appear aiready cross’c,
And, ere he starts.a thousand steps are lost.

See the bold youth strain up the threat’ning steep—
Rush throvgh the thicket—down the valleys sweep:
Hang o’er tneir coursers’ heads, with eager speed,
And earth rolls back beneath the flying steed!’
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Boul of Byron! who shall dere to say that Pope was no poet?
W hy, Alexander the Litile'—have none of the heroes of the Dun-
ciad forestalled this Sobriquet?—is as mighty as his Great name-
snke on Bucephalus, Every man who enters fully into the spirit
of poesy, is a poet, though he be incapable ot composing a coup-
let. He that listens with delight to symphony or song, and appre-
heuds the meaning and purport of the successive strains—perceives
the unity amid the infinite vasiety, the envolution and evolution
of harmonious elements, has surely music in his soul, though he
have none 1n _his voice or fingers.” Who, then, am not1 an eques-
trian—though Jobn Gilpin Braggadocio, or Goose G jbbie, were
Ducrows compared to me, on corporeal horseback—inasmuch as I
thoroughly apprehend the beauties, graces, and expressive terms
ofthe MANEGRE, and feel any violation of propriety in these
respects, as keenly as a note out of tune, or a figure ont of draw-
ing? If a silent poet be not a centradiction, why should a pedes-
trion chevalier?

It is common enovugh lo ride well; but to ride poetically, is a
very vare accomplishment—never attained by any but such as, to
a strong natural #ense of beauty and fitness; unite a vigorous mind

in.a yigorous hody; MENS SANA IN CORPORE SANo. That this
union of requisites 15 only to be looked for 1 nobie families, i8
an assertion better timed in the age of Spenser and Ehzabeth,
than in that of William the Fonrth., Butin no age can it exist
without refinement—without a certain cultivation of habits—a se-
lection from yulgar associations; the mere cultivation, either of
the intellect, or of the muscles, wiii not suffice. Any body who
can ride hard, aud Iung without danger or excessive l‘nt?gm-., may
be eaid to ride well. The butcher’s boy, on his bare backed
bit ¢t blood ard bone, with the preemonitory halter by way
of bridle, knees drawnup 10 serve as » support to the tray,
on whreh the cleaver rings 2 martial accompaniment, imita-

The Upper Canada papers of the 17th inst. arrived
this morning, 'T'hey confirm the report of Mr M<Ken-
zie’s expulsion from the assembly, on charges for two
libels, declared breaches of the pi'i\'ilc;_res of that body.
A new writ had been issued for the County of York.
It appears probable that Mr M<Kenzie will be re-

i elected without opposition. The subject has created

much excitement in Upper Canada. Mr M‘Kenzie
1. . .
has made himself obnoxious to the House by the very

tive of blood and slaughter—rides well.  The ap-_vx.‘wevary.)
whose interest requires that, whether ne have any b-lnmcw,
or none, he should always be ina hurry, rides weli; his trunk |
forming a very acuteangle with his horse’s Leck. and the |
instruments in his coat poeke's having a trvly slaiming jn-|
gle. Tailors, no'witnstanding the vulgar prejudice to the|
contrary—are the best riders you will se2 on a €unday wthin
twomnes of town. Huntemen, postilijons, rough riders,
livery siabiemen, blackiegs, all ride well, that is, well e-
neugh for themselves, and too well to benefit mankind by
affording a hearty fit of laughter; tutso far !rem furnishing
poetical pictures, they make the beantiful and pistur~
esque creawures which they bestride, dull, prosaic,’ and ndi-
cujous.

Again; no gentlemaa should ridetoo well; he should not,
like ceriain painters, create difficulties, for the sake of show-
ing how dexteriously be can overcome them:—nor should
he ait or strength whereby he guides his steed be palpable
to sight, it shonld appear as if the simple will did all. Ri-
ding A 1A MILITAIRE—the modern Heroic poeiry of
horsemanship—is very imposiug when used by a man of mi-
litary appearance —in a military dress, but should never be
attempred by Dissenters, clergymen of the Church of Scet-
land, aldermen, or respectable burgusses: Steeple-hunting,
fox-hunting, &c , which correspond to the Pindaric or dithy-
rambic styles, are doubtless very animated, and delightfully
free from the enaffle of common sense. Drama ic racing,
{such as 1s piactised by Ducrow and others) though a beauti-
ful——and in him, performed by a man o [imagination—an In-
relleciual art, is not much te be studied by the nobi~-
lity.

A swanon the water is not 80 grareful a vision as a lady-

like femnale ©na lady-like palfrey. ¥et there are pot many
women whem it i» pleasant ‘o secon horseback.  If they
di-play teo much courage and adrioiness, they are in  dan-
ger of beinz unsexed, 1f they be timid and inexperienced.
one trembles for their gentle limbs. I wish rome rourt
painter would contrive a more agreeabie costume for ladies to
ride ia. On av ahsolute girl, whoee spirits are etherially
brilhaat, and whose complexion is of the morning, the round
hat and babit are not far amiss, though even by Hebe or
Avurora, the habit should never be worn, except on 'horse~
back: But for a woman of a ceitain age, the hood and
skirt adopted by our grand-mothers in the days of the pil=
lion, if not more picturesque, were undoubtedly more mat-
ronly.
These observations are not directel to such femaler as
ride solely for health or amusement, but those who wish to
exhib't had betier do it well than badly. tor the credit of
nature a2nd the advancemeot of the fine arts—which inciude
not aniy poel/y, painting. sculpture, music, artichecture, ac-
ting. &c. but riding, walking, eating; dressing, and shuttle-
cock playing.
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the market canoes which cross the St. Lawrence among
the fields of floating ice at this season, were exposed
on their return in the afternoon, to asevere cold, much |
ice, ahigh drift, and deep snow on the ice. About/|
fifteen of them are supposed to have drifted up with|
the tide, and several of them as high as St. Nicholas |
and St. Augustin, a distance of nine or twelve miles.
Consideringf the exposure the people underwent, it is]
astonishing that no more than one person was frozen “;
to death, viz: a Mr Carter, tavern keeper at Pointe
Levi, who was unable to leave the canoe at the time |
the others escaped near St. Augustin. Several per-|

|

|

|

|
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Quesec GazerTE.—On Wednesday afternoan 1a'~'t,)!

sons were sevarely frost bitten, and some property was
lost. Carter was a Chelsea Out-pensioner who had ar-
rived this spring, and been married two or three|

months ago. i

{tion in the affairs of state. 'I'his apparen

both in his paper and at public wmeetings in every part
ofthe Province. He succeeded in obtainino a nuijnrit\’
of the inhabitants of the Province to sign a_petition to
the King for the redress of grievances. The petition
has been sent home, and Mr Ryerson, an agent of the
petitioners 1s in London to support it. [t appears that
a Mr Draper has gone to London to oppose 1t.

We h_m'e reason to state, the whole populatien of
Lower Canada, very nearly at 507,500, of which the
district of Quebec contains, in round numbers, 150,000
—Montreal, 288,000—Three Rivers, 56,800—and the
emainder may be fairly given to the two Counties
forming the District of Gaspe. The County of Que-
bec, according to Mr M‘Donald, contains a population
of 36,175 souls, of which we find, 25,936 are of the
City and Suburbs—and the Island and County of Mon-
treai is set down at 43,7783, of these 27,300 belong to
the City and Suburbs.

Canspiax Covranr.—We have continued the pro-
ceedings of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada,
against Mr M‘Kenzie, down to the latest dates given
in the York papers. Letters received in town on Sun-
day, state that Mr M‘Kenzie had been expelled; that
rocessions of his friends had taken place, who carried
Lim in triumph through the streets of York, and made
other manifestations of public excitement; that a sub-
scription to purchase a gold medal for him, as a reward
of his independent conduct, was about to be opened.

St, ANpREWS CouraNT.—The oldest inhabitant of
this County does not recollect any season when the
winter set in so early, and continued intensely cold so
Jong. We are happy to observe that it is now mode-
rating, and hope ()[:e late snow will have a good effect
upon thetravelling and also on the Lumbering business.

S1. AxprEWS HEraLp.—It will be seen by the fol-
lowing communication, that a meeting is called for
this evening, of those persons interested and feeling
favorably inclined towards the establishment of a Steam
Joat, to be employed chiefly in towing rafts of timber,
&ec. from the Qutports into the harbour of St. An-
drews. That the undertaking is feasible, and would
be highly advantageous to the trade of the town, we
io not: entertein a doubt, and we therefore ardently
vish that our enterprising Merchants will be enabled
to carry the object of the meeting into effect.

Kingston CuronicLe.—The Lower Canada Parlia-
ment have been engaged in the impeachment of two of
their Judges, Mr Justice Kerr and Mr Justice !"il(-n-h—
er. The charge against the former represents him as
arbitrary, inconsistent, undignified, partial, and sple-
netic in the discharge of his duties—the comyilaint
against the latter is grounded on a petition of the House
last March to His Excellency the Governor, the nature
of which we do not exactly recollect.

Jamaica Covrant.—We are happy to learn that the
feeling of the Members of the House of Assembly, is
(incid:d]\- favorable to the measure of voting ai I
grant for the pay and rationing of His Majesty
troops. To this wenever objected, as we are satisfied
that if a surplus is voted for one vear, it will be applica-~
ble to the next, which will, of course, reduce the suc-
ceeding grant. Our objection has always been to any
thing in the shape of & permanent grant: and we do
sincerely trust, that no member of our Legislature will
bhave the hardihood to propose a measure so inimical

NUA

to our interests, and so subversive of the rights of those
who hold the purse-strings in trust, for those,who sent
them to represent their interestsin the A ssembly.
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even seditious, for what they call the just administra-
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a oreat misfortune; it tends to keep the _nation eves
restless, ever uneasy. [ call the benefit apparent,
because this zeal for the state, upon inspection, wil] he
found only a zeal of the zealot, who, withall his cla-
c 3 { } ‘hhie relfar =
mours and (n'vh-n,\:nns for the public weliare, has no
other (.hjm’t at heart, but his own private emolument
and acgrandisement. _
Ancient and modern history will bear me out in these
X i S ekt Pi
assertions, Qut of more than sixty i'a
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active part he has taken against the Government party/
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