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‘TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28 1832.  . 1 INSHCY ovit at: Late (Tomb 
re 

| NEW-BRUNSWICK LEGISLATURE: 

| +o HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, Frrruazry 4. 
: CASUAL "REVENGE." 

Mr Sivonns on movisg (he resolutions of which he 
ave notice on Tuesday last, commencedhis observati— 
Ms by a refereace to the tustory of the Address on 
his subject, last session, and of the cousequent answer 

Loi Lord Viscount Goderich, which shewed that the 
House had acted under a wisapprehension.—Jt appears 

ed, therefore, that there was a good reason why the 

‘Government at home did not comply with” the request 
of the House, which was, that by so doiow, a tacit ac- 
koowledgment would have been nade of the correctness 
‘of the assumption oa which the House ad acted. The 
objet of these resolutions now would-be, to ask nfor- 
mation, on the assumption that the Casual Revenues 
of the Colonies had net beou surrendered by his Ma- 
Jesty. The first resolution he (Mr 8.) bud prepared, 
was, for an address to tH. Kxcellency the Lieut, 
Governor, prayiog, that he would direct to be laid be- 

© fore the House, on account of ull monies received on 
account of the Casual ‘and Crown "Revenues of the 
Province, in the years 1830 dud 1831, aud of the aj - 
plication of the same, and the awount Femalnimng in 
band on the {st of Jamuary last, This wformation 
was very important and necessary; because, no estis 
mate had passed the House of Commons for the civil 
ist of this Province, the prov,sion for which must come 
“out of the casual revenues. I} they, always proved 
“sufficient, it would be very weli; but it aught happen, 

i that they would prove insufficient, and then the caunicy 
| wight be required to make uj fhe deletency fiom the 
other reveoues of the Province. It was highly iinpor- 

| tant then that the House shoud have this wiloripation, 
In order that it sught be preparid to make an offir 10 

| pay its own cil list. The object of the other resoly- 
| ton was, to ascertain the amount of the sinecures of 
“all the officers in the civil departinent of the P 
* derived either from salaries, fess, commissions 
| other sources whatever; in order that the 
judge hew far it. ought'to vote ather sums 

cers; which it now anvually did vote, 
toper that the "House should Luow 

iovince, 

, OT aby 
House mig iit 
to those of 

ft was highly 
the umount of 

‘those incomes, as it would not be proper ‘to muke 
{ zrants to them, without koowiug their exact situation, 
Af it should appear, that any of them were not receiving 
Rye income, then it would be proper to vole them 
an adequate sum; if otherwise, if they were receiving 
fuore than their services entitied iliein te, 1hen no fur- 
ther grants should be made, and some proper steps should be taken to reduce their emoluments, and the Surplus might be beneficially applied to. other provincial fervices. This’ last information, the hon. wember bought would be cheerfully rendered. As to the first e could hardly doubt that that also wenld be given, be- ause it must appear so proper and necessary that ve: House should have "jt. The. hon. member - then tad the two resolutions, and observed, ‘that even 

1 tion not be given; the reso- ots could do no harm.’ The Flouse could “then ad. £38 is Majesty on the subject; but be (Mr S.) did t contemplate a refusal. . The resolutions could ee 10 collision between the branches of the Legise 

r ALLex thought the first resojution eould not 
smphed with at present; beca from “the tenor is Excellency’s wessage of the 24th January, it 

Excellency’s 
desired information; otherwise 

0 different language. He (Mr A.) thought there- 
; was not called on to make 

| 100 for the payment of the civil list, there would 
i quiring mto the state and a- Toount’ of the. King’s vevenues in this country. It po produce ap unpleasant collision between the dif- 
rent branches of the legislature. Whenever any com- Hubication &',uld be ‘made to the House as to the 

- £1 the cil st, then the resolution would be 
S1Y Prober; but it would not be judicious in the House 
©. ask is Majesty te give up his revenues to the dise 

f the province, It was heard from all quarters 

n ahr adt y ied - 3 

.a resolution had passed, by 
goo his Majesty on the subject. a 

had been defeated by very 

he should not dwell ‘upon; b 
house, the expediency of taking 
sessions as the reasons which governe 

¢onduct still existed in their full force. 
per contended, that if there had been 3 
‘ang abatement whatever.on the part ol, ore 

~ Land Office; of that oppressive systew whic ne 
so losg pursued, he should be glad to uotice 1 

d 

“ 

og the case, that fresh exactions, 
i4-been: practised; both, in 

ent; some of 

“ling to venture. 

‘. 

by a large majority, to 
. That measure 

extraordinary means, which 

but ~ would Urge ‘upon the 

a simlar course this 

their former 

The hou mew- 

ny relaxation, 
i" the Crown. * 

d been’ Ject:W 
n his’ venne; 

o loBg pursued, he d be glad to tots wg 

“ion for the whole country; buf that . , fi 4 

e. Casual, Revenue and 
which had-but lately come 

dds they might not be generally 

koown, he would ‘row mension’ them. The Tonnage 
duty bad long been Sxed at one shilling per ton; that 
was the pot, beyond wilich, excepting afew minor in. 
stances of ‘extortion, they were for a long time unwil= 

Litely, however, they had done it in. 
directly, by adding three pence fier toh for Tiber, and 
six. pence per thousand feet for Logs, in. the name of 
Surveyor’s fees for laying out the Births. It ought to 
be recollected, that 1 19 out: of 20 cases, these births 
did not require to be Jaid out, and When they did, it 
used to be settled between the parties applying and the 
Deputy: —now, it seemed, they must” ‘pay, ‘whether 
they want the survey made out or not; aud’ pay before 
had teo; this additional three pence wen directly into 
the pocket of the Commissioner, and, with bis formep 
fee of 20s. would. make £2 8s. en a Licence for 160 
tons of tunber, and more in proportion on a larger quan- 
tity. Some idea might be formed of what he ‘derived 
from this one item of révenue, allowing the number of 
Licenses issued, to be at least 1000, which, frem good 
information be [Mr ©.} knew it te be. Another 
source of anuoyaunce to the people of this Province, 
and as he suspected, of corresponding emolument to the 
office, was the setting off of certain reserves, which Le 
was informed had been done Jately inthe Eastern 
parts of the Province. + The ostens.ble reason, that of 
preserving the Timber for the use of Goversmeat, he 
thought quite a fictitious one and meant do cover some 
ulterior design. Mr C bere gave an ‘account of the 
management of these reserves on the Magaguadayie 
for » namber of years, and stated that during that time, 
they were continually trespassed upon by persons who 
found no difficulty ww compromisiog thie matterfor a som 
of money,—so that, judgiug of the future by the past, 
it appeared the intention of the office “to draw an .ima- 
ginary wall round their reserves of Timber, a fine of 
eireumvaliation, fort:fied by pains and penalties, — Then 
like the ‘Elesperion Regious of Old, they would he ac. 
cessivie enly by those; who would take proper ineans 
to lull the Dragon that guarded them. —Iu fact one part 
of ther policy seemed to be, 10 his opinion, to urge the 
people ‘to trespass; by tying them down te rules ‘and 
regulations ruinous’ to comply with;—not observing that 
rule which eves the most arbitrary awd oppressive go- 
veraments are (oiced in some measure to. adhere to, viz: that of layiug no greater. burdens oa the people 
than they cas bear. Bt the policy to whieh the Lon 
member alluded was, 1n bis view, of a much more re- 
fined nature, being intended fo cause irregulatities, 
which are afierwards punished by heavy penalties in the 
shape of double and sometitnes' treblé duties;—and the 
money. thus pard instead of being lodged in the King’s 
Lxchequer, as a tribute to offended majesty, went to 
swell the pockets of the Head Officer and his  myrmid- 
ons. —This might seem a“husty conclusion to form, but, 
as the bouse had ro account ‘to show either the receipts 
or the expenditure of the Casual Revenue; if the officers 
choose to involve every thing relating to them in Rys~ 
tery they (the House) had a right to form the . worst 
conclusions. — Perhaps nothing coald ‘be compared tp 
the oppression of the system, except the universal pre- 
valence of it; by incans of the mouey which the Casual 
Revenue brought in, they were enabled” to employ 
Agents, who maintained a plan of espoinage, extend- 
ig itself to every part of the Province.— Wherever 
the lumberman, by his persevering exertions, had open- 

ed a way to the most inaccessible places in seacch of 
timber, either by cutting roads through the wilderness 
at great labour and expense, or by taking advantage of 
the freezing of the rivers, the ‘sare roads by which he 
drew hig supplies to the scene of dction’ furnished eas 
access for the emissaries of the officers’to follow in hs reat; to count his logs, measure his timber, and un. 
less he complied with every requisition, $0 seize and sellallin the name of the Kino: —So- well organized 
was the system, as to have produced the most certain 
result, and it was now operating silently and quietly, 
causing a steady stream of money to flow in various 
channels from every quarter-of the Province, until at 
was lost” 1p one common vortex; the money chest of the 
Commissioner, 1 
Here Mx: C. discussed the question, as to the title 

f all land and timber m the proviaces being vested 10 0 
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granted at & LE + ve given to 
of the country, and even eucouragement ¢ tober es- 
the erectioh of saw’ mills anid for pk w- Benin 

tablisiments, by allowing tite pine (EE C8 Ol TL n 
the forest, free of all restriction; 2 Sie voke 
of late years, that the system ef gt Rebbe rte 
to, then, indeed, individuals, already embarked ip 5 
business, found it ympossible to recede, without - give, 
up all their establishments, which would have bees 

more ruipous than complying with the exactness © 
Government — Wath respect to Crown Lancs, the sub-.. 

as still more serious than that of the Casual ve 
volving, as " a ga only the present, 

rosperity of the "Province. 
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that the futare prosperify of "the Province, and “the means: by’ 
which 1t would permanently flourish, was the settlement of the 
now waste lands. © At. present, the subjest was one of peculigr 
interest, when the tide of emigration was. setting to. eur shores, 
together with the prodigious natursl -wncrease ‘of our ‘own . popu 
lation, ‘were’ the ‘means of bringing these waste landsinto great re~ 
quest. —Great ‘doubts and difference of: opinion ‘had amsen; a8 “to 
the most efficacious mode of disposing of those lands... He would’ 
not pretend. to solve these doubts, but would make a few remarks, 
obviously deducible from the subject before: hum, —Under the. old 
system, the unfortunate appheant was induced, nnder the dea of a 
grant"(a most delusive one indeed when applied to grants of Jands—~ 
a term which tolls out ‘the word of promise ‘to the ear; and breaks 
it to the hope,) to go through all the tedious and “expensive forias 
of office, paying dearly at every. different stage” of the process, 
wasting bis time in jouraes to the Seat of (Rovernment, until, if 
he sieceeded at all; be found that what he expected. as. something 
in the nature of a free gift, was actually; purchased at ai .dopble-, 
price! Afterwards; atether mode of proceeding was adopted; that 
of selliag the land by auction. This might, have answered better) 
were it not that the lands were set up at so bigh a" price, that 
few could purchase, except at. credit, by paying a part down; 
which part, together with improvements, in many cases, would. be 
forfeited to the Government, inlcase the cenditions of - sale were 
not complied with.— Fivery one must be convinced how highly ob 
Jectionable tus’ plan was.—The present mode of proceeding at'the 
office, the hon, member stated to combine all the disadvantages 
already mentioned, "It was, indeed, hard to say what kind of sys. 
tem wasn oper tion now, or, whether there was any regular one af all; unless it was systematic plunder, Besides paying a most: 
exorbitant pricefor'the land; the applsant had to go - through, all, 
the tedious and expensive forms of petitioning ; taking out warrants 
of survey; waiting months, sometimes years, for his grants; com’ 
plying with numerous exactions, oi rather impositions, ‘which even 
the junior clerks of the office now tried their band at occasionally; 
—sufficient, altogether, to exhaust both the purse and patience of 
the most resolute.—He (Mr C') did not make thus statement on 
vague or uncertain grounds. He spoke of what was too well knowa: 
and substantiated, for * these things were not done in a corner.” 
Here be would, however, correct himself, “and ‘say, rather, in 
What part of the Province had they not been done?—Scarcely 
any part of it ‘but could furnish some plan unvarnished tale of dif= 
ficulty or loss incurred in transactions with the Land Office; some 
of them involving ‘cases of real distress; for what eculd be imagined 
more distressing or more ruinous to. a man’s ‘prosperity mn Nifey 
than to find himself disappointed of a piece of land which be ‘had 
set bis hand upor, after spending vs much money as eught in reason 
to have procured him the grant: and perhaps settled on it, to be 
at last turned off. To be sure, the adherents of the land office, 
never failed to lay it to the man's own fault; perhaps. ‘seme parpfi— 
cular form of office was neglected; perhaps be had paid his money 
to the wrong person; perhaps, which was not unfrequently - the 
case, every form had been complied with, but the thing’ was de 
layed until the man’s case was forgotten. — It wag hard, indeed, 
to enter into all the minutiw of the matter, but one thiug was ob- vious ;—how easy would it be to- avoid ail these difficulties, by ‘a 
plain, straight forward. course on the part of Government; first ley- 
ang out the land into lots, then fixing a reasonable price on them, 
suited to the quality of the land and the circumstances of the coun. 
try: and then, by the simple mode of bargain and sale, the most 
satisfactory way of doing business in all ages, to make at once KF 
transfer of the land to the purchaser. How much better that would 
be, than incurring, as they did, all the odium of land jobbing for 
that was the mildest term that could be applied fo the trapsactions 
of that Office. 
[Mr C. theo related an instance of msmis nagement ina cers 

tain County, which had be en productive of serious loss te many 
individuals applying for land; and also adverted te an article. in 
the last regulations respecting land, by which peor emigrants were 
allowed to have fifty acres of Jand by paying twenty shillings, J 
~—This was cried" up at the time as an uncommon justance of li 
berality on the part of Goveroment. For his part he believed he Was not-the anly one who felt dubious, and rather disposed to say 
with the old Trojan ¢ Timeo Danaos”; as fearful that no good 
could proceed from that quarter;—and the event, as far as be could ascertain, entirely justified bis suspicions He would, for the in~ 

of an application, which he himself assisted in making. It was in favor of two men. who 
answered the description in every respect, of such’ as. were “most 
fit to enjoy the bounty of Government w that way ;—emigrauts, who had ‘been in the sountry several years, having families, posr 
bat. industrious, and of sober habits. Tn behalf of these men he 
wrote a petition, according to the preseribed form, praying for 

which they. pomted out. ln; due. time 

as_most probably 

well caleulated to shock the feelin he patient, (he ii t Iain __But suppese. ibe pa a ever. poor or indigent bis Sirst rebuff, and proceed to evauir 
rather, should recover from this Bs its-great monificence had 
where the Jfpyd was, that ar BIL os also cowtatned in the 
sprovideq for Pi; the answer to por se suppose it wast WF ots 
“Samie’ létter and where would the ies believed there was, “a 

to. ‘be sure,” exactly 10 the Moon. for it was in a plage where 
Land Office established there sets bai king up their abode, 83 - those poor may would as.soon think ol. the Dhgdeguash River 
they Would, yy that Luminary. Lt was up ta distance from their 
(God knows far from the Salt water) & chagnee’ of obtaining 

relatives, frog their homes, and from aby © : po two of their i Cwork Lo'Supfiott them during the ficst year of vos laid which they 
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