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could keep before them. Having fired a eccond time, the report
ol my gun was foliowed by a loud roaring noise, and we seemed
10 increase our distance from them. There were two Bornou
ien among our crew who were not so frightened as the rest, ha-
Ving eeen some of these creatures before on Lake Tchad, where
they say, there are plenty of them. However, the terrible hip-
Popotami did us no kind of mischief whatever; they were only
Sporting and wallowing in the river for their own amusement, no
doubt, at first when we interrupted them, but had they upset our
canue, we should have paid dearly for it. We observed a bank
on the north side of the river shortly afier this, and I proposed
halting on it for the night, for 1 wished much to put my foot on
firm land again. This, however, not one of the crew would con -
sent to, saying that if the Gewo Raua, or water elephant did not
kill them, the crocodiles certainly would do #o before the morn-
Ing, and 1 theught afterwards that we might have been carried off
like the Cumbrie people on the islands near Yaoorie, if we had
tried the experiment. Our canoe is only large enough to hold us
all when sitting, 80 that we have no chance of lying down. Had
we been able to muster up thirty thonsand cowries at Rabba, we
Wight have purchased one which would have carried vs all very
comfortably. A canoe of this sort would have served us for living
'n entirely, we should have no oecasion to land excepting te ob.
Win our provisions,— and haviog performed our day’s journey,
Might have anchored fearles-ly at night.  Finding we could not
mduce our people to land, we agreed to continue on all might.

. CuoLera Puzzies.—If we say that epidemic cholera
18 4 disease of warm seasons and climates, we know
that it has appeared in high northern latitudes, As to
the weather and country, it has respected no rule, but
bas allied itself to the most positive extremes: for it has
Prevailed in draught and in rain, in storm and in calm,
1 cold and in heat, in high grounds and in low, in dry
Soils and in moist, Do we assert that it is uniyersally
®pidemic, and the cause of it entirely in the air? It
Spares multitudes, and appears also, in some cases, and
Mnder peculiar circumstances, to extend itsell gradual-
¥ from man o man, and from place to place. Do we
Say that it is contagions, and depending upon contagcion
or its diffusion? It has sprung upin numerous places
Where no contagion could be traced by the most diligent
Wguiry. Do we maintain that sanitary cordons have
Uefended cities against it invasion? It has fallen upon
Many which were vigilantly watched in this way, and
"asspared others which kept up regular intercourse
With those already attacked. Towns, that were near
Ind tookno precautions, have escaped its ravages, while
Others ata great distance, that thonght themselves se- !
thre, have been visited by the calamity. 'The fearful
l“ s pursued, and the bold it has respected: it has
“":u:!n_-.l the selfish in their seclusion, and has couched
% the feet of the humane, who, with minds warmed by
}‘::l\'v> benevolence, have made themselves farailiar with |
en of horrors.  Yet, withall its anomalies, or natu- |
U deviations, it has been true to one ynoral.code, It
("""'* released from their misery thousands of the wretch-
d who had none to belp, and has been the scourge of
the dissipated, whom no preacher could correct. 1t has
Sounded an alaro fromone kingdom to another, in a
]Hngn; oe all may understand, and wi'h a universal ef-
feet none could have imagined possible from such
“ause.—Dr, Haneock on the Epidemic Cholera.

a)

Tre Russiay Army.—~—The present army 18 cal-
Culated at eight hundred and seventy thousand meq.
Of these, five hundred and twenty thousand are infan-

Ury: two hundred and forty thousang, cavalry, sixty
‘i'm:»;nm, artillery; and fity thousand, !i%bv-;_'unr-‘l\’,
l""“t'*r~,~aniwu. and Cossacks. Every third
Yo mey in five huodred are enlisted By this meaps
A coustant supply of soldiers is yielded to the state.
wery serf becomes free from the moment he s

‘VHFH

en—
Tolled in the Imperial army: his long beard 1s cut off
nd he is thenceforth a civilized uropean; but er(
thange in his condifien is regarded as a s:lij(‘t of cr;n.l
“Yolence yather than congratulation. His friends con-
Sider him as dead, because every social tie is ruptored:
and, sometimes (1 am
Moy iy,

nformned) thev even put rm‘
{'he pay of a private is thirty rubles
tws nty-seven shillings a year.

Cey a4 1‘(}

i 3 (lr1
Besides tius, he re-|
a cectain quantity of salt and’\
The salary of officers is equally insufficient to |
their rank. }
Hence gambling, dishonesty, and a whole train of evils. |
have long beea convineed of the unprobability of ow
‘”d!an possessions bewmg endangered hy a war \\‘Hhi
Lussia,

ves clothes,
Rram,

“hable them to live ma style suited to

This conviction 1s couliimed 'L'y observations |
duriﬂ: my short sojourn here. There is a want of
System ig every public department; in none, perhaps,
More than the military; and there is a surprising 1g-
Yrance of every thing connected with the East.
etween Russia and Persia there is no cordhality. It
" not to be expected that that should ever exist; but
¥en ceuld the Jatter be nduced to favour £n invasion
o India by Russia; could the difficulty of procuring
Sustenance for an army on the route be overcome; and

the climate; yet Russia 1s not furnished with resources |
to enable her to carry an efficient army through the|
territory occupied by the warlike nomade hordes of|
Afgbanistan and of neighbouring countries. National
power consists neither in money nor men, but in the
relative proportion of these to the territory occupied,
and in the ability to apply them to practical purposes.
Tried by this test, the wealth of Russia will be found
to be less, and her disposable wilitary force smaller,
than that of any of the kinndoms with which she 18
likely to be embroiled; and greatly ferior to that
against which she would contend 1n the event of her
ambstious hand grasping at India.—Letlers from the
North of Europe.

THE SWAN AND THE SKYLARK.
BY MRS, HEMANS,

MipsT the long reeds that, o’er a Grecian stream,
Unto the fatot wind sigh’d melodiously,
And where the sculpture of a broken shrine
Sent out, through shadowy grass and tbick wild flowers,
Dim alabaster gleams—a lonely swan
Warbled his death-chant, and a poet stood
Listening to that strange music, as it shook
The lillies on the wave; and made the pines,
And all the laurels of the haunted shore,
Thrill to its passion. Oh! the tones were sweet,
Ev’n painfully —as with the sweetness wrung
From parting love; and to the poet’s thought
THis was their language.

* Summer, I depart!

O light and laughing summer, fare thee well!

No song the less through thy rich woods shall swell
For one, one broken heart!

¢ And fare thee well,young flowers!
Ye willnot mourn! Ye will not shed odours still,
And wave io glory, colouring every rill

Kaown to my youth’s ‘resh nours.

¢ And ye, bright founts, that lie

Far in the whispering foiest, lone and deep

My wing 0o mere sha |l stir your lovely sleep—
Sweet water, I must die!

¢ Will ye not send one tone
Of sorrow through the shades? one murmor Tow?
Shallnot the green leaves from your voices know,
That I, your child, am gone?

¢ No! ever glad and (ree!
Ye have no sounds a tale of death to tell;
Waves, joyous waves, flow on, and fare thee well!
Ye will not mourn for me.

¢ But thou,sweet boon, too late

Pour’d on my parting breath, vamn gift of son3!

Wiy cemest thou thus, o’ermnstering, rich, and song,
In the dark hour of fate!

¢ Only to wake the sighs
Of echo voices from their eparry eell;
Ounly 10 say—0O eunshine and blue skies!
Of lile and love, farewell!”

Thus flow’d the death chant on; while, monrofully,
Soft winds and waves wade answer, and the tones
Buried in rocks along the Grecian stream,

Rucks and din caverns of old prophecy,

Woke to respond: and all the air was ill’d

With that one sighing sound—* Farewell, farewell!’
Fili’d with Tha: sound? high in the calin blue heavens
Ev’n then a skylark sung; =oft summer ¢louds

Were floating round hin, all transpierced with light,
Aund, midst that pearly radiance, his dark wings
Quiver’d with song; such free, triumphant song,

As il tears were net—as if brenking bearts

Had not » pince below—as if the towb

Were of another world; ani thus that strain

Spoke to the poet’s heart exultingly.

« "Phe Summer & come; she hath said, ¢ Rejoice!”
The wild woods thrili to her merry voice;
Mer swee: breath is wandering arouad on high:

¢ Sing, sing, through the echoing sky!

¢ There is joy in the mountaing; the bright waves leap,
Like the bounding stag when be breaks from sleep;
Mirthfully, wildly, they flash along;

Let the heavens ring with song!

¢ There i joy inthe forest; the bird of night
Hath made the leaves wemble with deep delight;
But mine is the glory to sunshine given;

Sing, sing, through the laughiog heaven!

« Mine are the wings of the soaring morn,

- WY

AN ArricAN Toryavo.—A violent tornado ap-
pears to strangers a most appalling visitation, aad
prodaces an extraordinary effect upon their feel-
gs. It cousists of successive flashes of the most vi-
vid hightning, tremendous shocks of thunder, rapidly
and alarmingly reiterated, impestuous gusts of wind,
deluging ramn. This terrific combination of the ele-
ments sweeps along the whole of the coast under eon—
sideration; but it occurs with peculiar violence on what
is called the windward coast, especially at Sierra
Leone. 1Its denomimation 1s derived from the Portu—
guese, it being a corruption of the word trueno, which
means thunder storm  Its approach 1s first discerna—
ble by the appearance of a small, clear, silvery speck,
at a high altitude in the heavenly expanse, which 1n-
creases and descends towards the horizon, with a gra-
dual and slow, but visibie motion. In its descent, it
becomes circumscribed by a dark ring, which extends
itself on every side, and, as soon as the silvery cloud
approaches the horizon, veils it n impenetrable gloom.
At the moment, the elements seem to have ceased their
operations, and the very functions of nature to be pa~
ralized; the atmosphere appears to be deprived of the
spirit of vitality, and a sensation of approaching suffi-
cation pervades and oppresses the physical system.
The mind 1s wrapped in awe and suspense, but the
latter 1s speedily relieved by the dark horizon being
suddenly illuminated by one broad blaze of electric
flud; peals of distant thunder then break upon the ear,
and rapidly approach and increase in fervency and
violence, till the shocks become appalling; when the
thunder 15 atits loudest, a tremendous gust of wind
rushes, with incredible and often irresistible vehe-
mence, from the darkened part of the horizon, not
rarely 1n its course carrying away roofs of houses and
chimoey pots, blowing down or uprooting trees, and
laying the stiffest and largest ships on their beam ends,
or sinking them under weigh or at anchor; and to that
succeeds a furious deluge of ramn, which falls 1v one
vast sheet, rather than in drops, and concludes this ter-
rible convulsion.  The lightning is of the mest vivid
description, and, contrary to what has heen reported
of it, seldom sbeet lightning, but forked and piercing,
and often extremely destructive, both to things aniv
mate—and mauimate. Its apparently doubtful, wild
sourse, is sometimes directed to a large and lofty tree,
and the foliage, at the points of contact, is blasted on
the instant, the exposed branches are severed from
the trunk, and, probably, the enormous trunk itself is
rent to its basis and destroyed. When it comes 1
contact with a house, 1t frequently leaves it ag great a
wreck as ships have been seen tobe on coming out of
a severe action, or after a destructive storm; and, oc-
casionally, the building entered by it may happen to
remain by it untouched, and its inmates, some or all
of them, as the author has known to occur, perish under
its scorching influence. Occnsioua!ly, the spindle of a
ship’s mast, the most elevaled part of it, may appear
to be the point of attraction, and it will sometimes dart
among the spars and cordage harmless, descending till
it reach the deck, when it will suddenly quit the vesse)
by some aperture, and, rapidly returning through ano-
ther, seem to have acquired a new character with 'in-
creditable velocity; for, steering its strange and rapid
course into the main deck, or hold, it will ki, maim,
oranjure, every thing onimate or inanimate with which
it comes 1 contact. Much good has unquestionably
been done by conductors; but those who have watched
the progrees of the electric fluid, will hold the theorist
in no estimation who does not make the atwosphere
the first and most important point of consideration
The heavy peals, or rather the terrifying shocks of
thunder, which follow the lightning, frequently not oniy
shake the buildings at Freetown, but the very founda-
tions on which they stand; and the reverberations from
the surrounding mountains increase, if possible, the awe
excited by elementary commotion. The succeeding
ram, or rather deluge, is. happily of shor. duration,

Mine the free gales with the day-spring born!
Oaly young rapture cao mount 80 high;
Sing, sing, through the echoing sky.’

So those two voices met; so Joy and Death
Mingled their accents. and, amidst the rush
Of many thoughts, the listening poet cried,
« Oh, thou art mighy, thou art wonderful,
Mysterious nature! pot in thy free range

“9uld the constitutions of the soldiers be fort:fied against

Of woods and wilds alone, thou blendest thus

and, rushing down the various inlets and indentations
10 the adjoining mountains, it forms inte streams, even
a few mioutes after its commencement, which sweep
through the streets of Freetown with astonishing velo-
city, bearing with them all the exposed vegetable and
other malfer in a state of putridity or decay. Such is
the ternado; and it 1s by the preponderating power of

The dirge-note and the song of festivall’

its gusté, and the atmospheric influence of lightning




