
in fight with an enemy; and he calculated, that proba- 
bly, his first greeting might have rendered a second 
unnecessary; but Iidmund with a fleeter.foot, shot soon 
before him, and compelled him to turn aside, and ulti- 
wately to stop and defend himself. 

* « Hound of a Saxon!’ cried the Dane, as. he drove 
the banner-staff into the ground, and with the speed of 
thought brought down his shield, which had been thrust 
high up the arm near the elbow, that he might freely 
grasp the flag,—¢ hound of a Saxon! thy moments 
shall soon be told. The curse of Odin upon thee for de- 
laying me thus! Ha! hast thou got it?” 

‘« As he spoke the last words, he discharged upon his 
enemy a tremendous blow, that made the shield ring 
again; but Edmund now, more on his guard, and better 
aware of the prodigious force of his antagonist, caught 
ihe blow upon the centre of his uplifted buckler, where 
its thickness and strength were far greater than at the 
rim, upon which the former stroke had alighted, and in 
his turn discharged upon the Dane a blow which fell 
upon the helmet, and sent him staggering several paces 
backward. A second stroke, before the stunned senses 
of the Dane returned, drove him, after a giddy reel, to 
the ground, and Edmund sprang forward to seize upon 
his prize. But this was already in the hands of some 
flying Northmen, who had snatched it up as they pass- 
ed, though they did not choose to stop and take part 
in-the combat. They were, however, seen ere they 
bad proceeded many paces; and the young Saxon was 
instantly upon them. Bursting through those who were 
hindmost, Edmund struck down the soldier who car- 
ried the flag, and, dropping his shield, caught the pole 
before it fell with its bearer to the ground. Every 

- sword wasdirectly upon him, but his mail held him se- 
cure, while his opponents, common soldiersonly, whose 
defensive armour was nothing better than a coat and 
helmet of thick leather, quite unable to resist a sword 
wielded by such an arm as his, fell at every stroke, 

France to avoid the machinations of Brihtric, king of 
Wessex—it had been presented by the emperor Charle- 
magne, whose banners he had followed through half he 
countries of Europe, and’ whose regard and admiration 
he had excited by many acts of heroic bravery. This 
armour was of Milan steel, engrained with gold, splen- 
did at once, and of the most admirable temper. For 

Sigifred and other warriors, who had nothing of the 
kind to compare with it; and, truly, it now stood him 
in good stead.’ 
“The second stroke of Amleth thundered upon his 

vil, but with as little effect, though the concussion made 
every bone in his body jar. 
mund more fully aware of the disadvantage at which 
he fought from the loss of his buckler, and put him upon 
a more caatious method of fighting. 

enemy covered him from head to foot; and it was only 
at the moments when he laid himself a little open in 

reaching at the head, or the more pervious armour 
which covered the body of his foe. 

as if about to fly into shivers. 

this rare treasure K.dmund had often been the envy of 

left side like the blow of a sledge hammer upon an an- 

It, however, made Ed- 

¢ The enormous 
skiold (so the Northmen termed the large shield) of his 

the act of striking, that the Saxon had any chance of 

With astonishing 
dexterity he avoided, ‘by rapid backward leaps, the 
blows that he feared too frequently to catch upon his 
sword, which seemed, at every stroke that it met, to jar 

g Meantime, he forgot not 
the use ofhis banner-pole, about six feet of which still 
remained, and which he sometimes darted at the face of 
Amleth in a way that called for the most cautious guard 
on the part of the Dane. Every thrust of this novel 
weapon he instantly followed up by a sword stroke 
aimed at whatever partseemed in the least exposed, and 
had already in this way inflicted two severe wounds up- 
on the left thigh of the Northman, when his sword, at 
length, as he feared, in stopping a tremendous blow 
from that of his antagonist, broke short at the hilt, and 
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LITERATURE, %e. The value of the prize alone could have made them. |the fragments clashed on the ground. The weapon of titi | 

at such a moment, strenuousin their resistance against i rar drove on unchecked, and fell upon the crest Teng W 
a man so much their over-matchin strength and advan- |of the Saxon with a force that made him stagger. Am- | 41° 5 . 0 THE SEA-KINGS IN ENGLAND. tage of arms. Of the five who had first encountered |leth saw his advantage, and again lifted his dreadful bo, i 

BY E, ATHERSTONE. him, two only were, at length, left; and these turned to | weapon to end the combat. But, in: confidence of vies Rea 
Wz are indebted for the following spirited extract, er fimost at the moment when his former, and Toye on A forgot caution, turned aside his shield to girs | wy, 

6 9 vow above name in the Li-|'¢'T1ble adversary, Amleth, having recovered from the ithe full weight of his body to the blow, and, at tha . 1 He of the d work, stunning effect of the blows which had cut through his | instant, Edmund darted forward his banner pole with 8 ~~ 
Yeupeo bion. ¢ steel helmet, and sent down his cheeks a gentle trick- [the speed of ‘light, struck him full on the brow, and 1 Mg 
¢ Hdmund, meantime, found his return to the place {ling of blood, again, and with more bitter fury, ad-|drove him without a ‘struggle, to the ground. The 3 Sieh 4g 

of conflict less easy than he had expected. Several vanced upon him. Edmund was now without hisshield | terrible sword, which seemed to be descending like the = ‘ive y 
smail groups of fiying Northmen encountered, and held which he had dropped at the instant when he snatched | messenger of death from that vigorous arm, dropped, ay fo 
a fierce, but always a brief contest with him. “The |the standard from the soldier, and which had been car- [as if fallen from the fingers of an infant. The huge eld a 
roar of battle behind them, and the strength and des-|ried off by one of those who fled. Amleth appeared to [shield gave out a dull clang as it sank, with the body Weds 
perate resistance of their antagonist, deterred them be fully recovered; and the young Saxon began to doubt {of its master, heavily to the earth. Amleth neither : 
irom a protracted struggle with him. At length, how- | whether he should at last carry off his prize. He re- [stirred nor breathed again. The banner-pole had en- | Chay 
ever, an enemy presented himself upon whom Edmund solved, however, that nothing but death should make |tered the forehead, and death followed on the instant. Sei 
became the instant and resolved aggressor. Flying at {him surrender it, and bound “himself up, therefore for a] “It was not without a kind of pity, that Edmund 
great speed, he beheld a warrior, completely armed, | desperate struggle. The thought, indeed, glanced {beheld the fall of so brave an adversary; but neither id 
who bore in his hand the renowned raven banner. The {through his mind, that he might avoid the combat, and | the time, the place, nor the occasion, permitted useless 
suj ezstitious reverence with which this was regarded | secure the prize by swiftness of foot; butthis was an |reflections. He seized the redoubted sword and impas- 
by the Northmen was well known to Edmund, and the | expedient so galling tohis pride, that he could not bow [sive buckler, caught up the banner, a prize at oncé;, | &~_ 
loss of it would, he knew, more damp their spirits {himself to it. "These reflections, however, were the and a weapon of worth to him, and, at a pace, that By thun the most complete overthrow in battle. As we {work of but a moment, in the interval betwixt the re-|might allow him to breathe and collect his strengths nap, ay 
lave already intimated, this banner was supposed to {appearance of Amleth, and theinstant attack which that | strode onward toward the place where the battle yet | cd 
te possessed of magical powers; to announce victory by | formidable warrior made upon hum. raged.” hay 2 
the spreading of its wings; and to fortel, by the droop-{ ¢ The first motion of Edmund was to dart forward the — 3 chy t 
ing of its head, when disaster was at hand. It was|pole of the banner in his left hand against the face of FROM THE LANDERS’ TRAVELS: UNPUBLISHED. ing gue! 
s1:4 to have been the work of the three sisters of | his enemy: and this he did with such rapidity and force, Eat ANE AR JR org. 99 
Hubbo, the daaghters of Ragner Lodbrog, in one noon | that, had the point held to the mark, this one blow We made A MIG ON WARE RR. oon thacred 
tue: was beheld with great reverence, and never en-|would, probably have decided the contest. But Am- times, boy rg wiferiiy the Bhooo 5 glide’ own wil ive giream Lrg 3 trusted in battle, except to some chief of ‘uncommon | leth was now better aware of the adversary whom he | while they were eating their food. Af five in the afternoon they Wo > d strength, skill, and courage. The raven had soared | had to deal with, and active to ward against every at- |all complained of fatigue, and we looked around us for a landing Wn e 
atove ahundred fights, and had never been in danger |tack. He saw and, with infinite nimbleness, started | place, where we might rest awhile, but we could find none, fof 3 ant 
of capture. Now, however, peril the most eminent |toone side and avoided the thrust. In the same mo- | every Village which we saw after that hour was unfortunatelf a hi; 

. threatened it: and it was by the command of Hubbo [ment he let fall a hissing blow which, though dex- wpe ip Bebamil- fag ER oe ars gon eos, Zerg 
himself that the brave warrior who bore it had fled | terously parried by the sword of Edmund, glanced upon Hd 3d EN A ee ein A : i 5 : ; Bbq § impussible to penetrate. We were employed three hours in f Hoy, 
trom the hopeless battle, that he might preserve this|the strong pole of the banner, and shore it like a twig. | afiernoon in endeavouring to find a landing at some village, and Slog 1 
treasure, at least, from the spoiler. "Amleth, the stand-| The returning stroke of the Saxon was caught upon [though we saw them distinctly enough from the water, we cou N Gpene 
ard bearer, a tall and powerful man had burst unharm- | the shield of Awmleth; but the admirable temper of |not find a passage through the morasses, behind which they lay: = thy th ed thronghall opposition, and was now, with rapid | the metal seemed proof against every force and the | Therefore we were ed CR the vi vasa er Kiet? Tig 
at py he 1 it 1 ne n 1 2 3 Ny tinue our course on the ger. @ passed several beautiful sian = 0) st strides, hasting to place it in safety. He passed not blade jarred with a violence that threatened RO s Uiaoiiiotiha Hay, wil cultivated ‘ami ‘inhabited, but: lo n the 
far distant from Edmund, who, after a fierce contest | shiver it. } aud B35, = Tha. width of the river apienréd (ovary sqnitieasiil 10d 
with some flying Northmen, was now pursuing his way } = « In their shields and swords the Northern warriors | sometimes it seemed to be two or three miles across, and at others (ly 
toward the thick of the battle, and longing to stand | were more particular than in any other part of their | double that width. The current drifted us along very rapidly, For go 
front to front against the terrible and abhorred Hubbo. | warlike accoutrements. The method by which they {and we guessed it to be running at the rate of three or four miles Pop N 
‘The sight of the raven, whose gilded pole gleamed |tempered their steel isunknown; but, like the heroes an hour. The direction of the siream continued nearly oh LopgP an 
brightly to the moon as it passed him, instantly, how-{of Troy and Greece, they delichted in feigning their | The day had been excessively warm, and the sun set in beat Ing fe 

ot Seki hs 56. Rd Wil Blkhic cased Hah J : H Siw he] 1 and grandeur, shooting forih rays tinged with the most heavenly ey hs | 
ever,emnged his course, i ho armour and weapons to be the work of supernatural | pies; which extended to the zenith. = Nevertheless, the appear Sally, 
pursued, and soon overtook the bearer, who, hearing powers, impassive and irresistable when opposed to any | ance of the firmament, ail glorious as it was, betokened a coming B 3 i 
his foetsteps'close behind him, and discerning him at| mere earthly material. Against a sword and shield of [storm; the wind whistled through the tall ruses, and darkness the 3. the 
one glance to be an enemy, assailed him with a back-|such formidable pretension, Edmund had now nothing | soon covered the earth like a veil. This rendered us more ah” wi Frag ward stroke of his sword, such as Edmund had never | to oppose but a weapon confessedly wrought by human \ Xious than ever to fand Se we — gu Ig i Pere 

tif] then witnessed. His own was uplifted in anticipa- | hands; finely tempered, it 1s true, but, as he soon found endeavour to precure shelter for the night, if not in a village, ell A 
- g i ; 3 : ? . > PE Ned ) .2 | jeast under a tree. Accordingly, ra lying the drooping spirits © toys 18 

tion of a blow, but it was beaten down, and his shield | very inferior to that of his antagonist. The rest of his | i: men, we encouraged them to renew their exertions by fet In. liga 
cut through till the sword of the Dane touched upon | armour was, however, far superior to the Dane, or the | ing them the example, and our cance darted suddenly and swift: jth “rp 
his gauntlet. Here, then, was an antagonist likely te | contest might soon: have terminated fatally to him. [ly down the current. We wereenabled to steer her rightly by the Lip, the R 
put ta proof the skill and strength which,among his own | ‘The helmet and mail complete had, it may be remem- | vividness of the lightning, which flashed across ihe water colt oy OMteq 
countrymen, Edmund had never found matched. Am-|bered, been the gift Leofric, to whose great upcle—a br Ay and by Ly thy also we a hoes Tous ts 

Jeth still flew onward, fer the preservation of the ban-|man of uncommon size and strenoth, and the devoted |°elore us, snd avoid the numerous small islands olan’. LT 
er was of more importance than coald be his success | friend of young Egbert at the time when he fled |"'Ver i interspersed, and witch otherwise inight kgdb” yd sed us very seriously. But though we could perceive almost clos? ge 1 

to us several lamps burning in comfortable-looking huts, and could je } 

plainly distivguish the voices of their vecupants, and though W° 5 thy” 
exerted all our strength to get at them, we were foiled in ever} "Berg 

attempt, by reason of the sloughs xud fens, and we were at lal ton ger 

obliged to abandon them in despair, Some of these lights, pftef "Me, 2 
leading us a long way, eluded our search, and vanished from oft Nm ac] 
sight lie an ignis fatuas, and others danced about we koow 1¢ Ihe Uch ] 
{how. But what was more vexatious than all, after we had 8 ing Moy, 

into an inlet, and toiled and tagged for a full half hour agait®™ 4 © agg 
the current, which io this little channel was uacompaly rap!f* Cany r 
to approach a village from which we thought it flowed, both ¥'" 4 Wy | 
age and lighte seemed to sink iuto the earth, the sound of the pe’ lap FRA 

ple’s voices ceased of a sudden, and when we fancied we we! ngs re 

actually close to the spot, we strained our eyes in vain to see ory 18 oy 
single hut; all was gloemy, dismal, cheerless and solitary. ? Sag 

seemed the work of enchantnjent, every thing was as visionary - | Dy, 

¢ seeptres grasped in sleep.” We had paddied along the bunk? lo sy PY 

distance of not less than thirty miles, every inch of which ley, 1 
had attentively examined, but nota hit of dry land could #1 Y (he LS 
where be discovered which was firm enough 10 hear our weit g tg ¢ 3 
Therefore, we resigned ourselves to circmmzetanees, and sll of 2 o 

having been refreshed with a linde cold vice and honey, and walt) Wey u 
from the etream, we permitted the canoe 16 drift down wah #5 Sigh 

current, for our wen were too, much fatigued with the lsbovrd Bo “thi €4 
the day to work any longer. But here a fresh evil arose whit Seg 8g 
we were unprepared to meet, An oneredible nnmber of hippopt” LR jd 

tami arose very near us, and came plashing, snort ug, and plo’ is | 
ing all round the conve. and placed us in enunent danger. THF yg 3 
mg to frighten them off, we fired a shot or two at them, bu! 4 ly Sra 
voise only called vp from the water out of the feng, about as ©8° yy n 

more of their unwieldly companions, and we were more elt # 4 he igh 
beset than before. Our peaple, who had never in all their We 
been exposed in a cance to such huge and formidable bens. 
trembled with lear and apprehension, and absolutely wept alodh 
and their terror was not a little increased by the dreadful peals ke 
thuader which rattled over their hends, and by the awful dar y 
uess which prevailed, broken at intervals by flashes of lightnir®; i 
whose powerful glare wag truly awful. Our people tell vs, pi 1 
these formidable animals frequently upeet canves in the rive 
when every one in them is sure to Derish. 'I'hese came £0 ye 

10 us, that we could reach them with a butt-end ofa guo- W # 
[ fired at the first, which I must have hit, every one of them ar 
to the surface of the water, and pursued us so fast over I 
aurth: Dank, that it was with the grea‘est d ficuity innginadl® 


