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Frowers. —From a’ chapter on flowers, by the
author of ¢ Rank and Talent,” inserted in the Anulet,
we extract, with much pleasure,a beautiful as well as
an accurate view of the inteations of Providerce, in
scattering over the earth those varied symbols of his
benevolence :—* Flowers are for the yosung and for
the old; for the grave and fer the gay, for the living ang
for the dead; for all but the guilty, and for them
when they are pemitent, Flowersare, in the volume
of nature, what the expression, ¢ God is love,’ is in the
volume of revelation | They tell man of tke paternal
character of the Deity:  Servants are fed, eclothed,
and commanZed; but children are instructed by a sweet
gentleness; and to'them 1s given by the good »harent,
that which delights as well as that which supports.
{or the servant there is the gravity-of approbation, or
the silence of satisfaction; but for the children, there
is the sweet smile of complacency, and the joyful look
vf love. So, by the-beauty which the Creator has dis-
persed and spread abroad-through creation, and by the
¢apacity which he has given to man to énjoy and com-
proboog that beauty, he has displayed, not*merely the
coitpassiopateness of his mercy; but the geaerosity and
gracetuluess of his goodness.  What a dreary and deso-
fate place would be a world without a flower! It
woulu be as atace without a smile—a feast without a
welcome,  Flowers, by ther sylph-like forms and
viewless fragranee, ave the best instructors to emanci-
pate our thoughts from the grossness of materialisin;
they moke us think ofinvisible bemgs; and by wmeans
o so beattilul and graceful a transition, our thoughts of
thie invisible are thoughts of the good  Are not flowers
tlie stors of earth; and are not stars ‘he flowers of
beaven?  Flowers are the teachers of gentle thoughts
gromacters of kindly emotion.  One cannot look close-
Iy wt the structure of a flower without loving it. They
are Cutblems and mamiestations of God’s love to the
creation and they are the means ‘and ministrations of
wian’s love ta las fetlowscreatures; for they first awaken
su the mind a sense of the beautiful and the good
L.igbt is beautiful and good; but on its undivided beau-
ty, eand onfhe glorious inteusity of 1ts full strength,
man cannot gaze; he can comprehend it best when
prisgatteally separated and dispersed in the ‘many-co-
loured beauly of flowers; and thus he reads the ele-
ments of beaui y—the alphabet of visible gracefulness.
The very muirlty of flowers is their excellence and
gieat beauly fov, by baving a delightfulness 1 their
very form and color, they lead us to thoughts of gene-

rosity and moral beauty, detached from and superior

to all selfishness, so that they are pretty lessons in
nature’s book of instruction, teachizg man that he liveth
not by bread or for bread alone, but that he bhath ano~
ther than an amrable life.”

Puiresoray or CHEERs.—Among all the various
methods of expressing satisfaction and entbusiasm,
there is none more universally resorted to in Great-
Britain, by at least one half (the male one) of the in-
hiubitants, than cheers by lots of three, and its squares
and cubes. Is a speech made, or a health drunk at
dinner, ¢ three times three’ or ¢ nine times nine' de-
monstrates the ¢ magic of a name’ or the power of the
oration. Cheering is the thermometer of British feel-
ing. It neveris heard but when ¢ the mercury is up ’
Ifave news of a victory arrived, cheers herald the pro-
gress of the mail—three cheers weleome 1ts arrival, and
reunds of sheers echo the triumphant esnclusion of every
sentence of the ‘¢ cheering” details.  Critics, citizens,
aud even dandies and the gods, cheer when the kg
visits the playhouse: Of cheers soldiers give three,
the mystical number, when they are led to battle; and
satlors,—why sailors cheer at every thing! They have
no other possible method of demoustrating their joy,
whence ever its cause, and whatever its complexion.
Joy and gladness are said to have a section of looks
and language peculiar to themselves, and which can
express no other emotion. With sailors, three cheers
supply the place of these on every emergency. Dan-
ciog is the action of exuberant arimal spirits,—singing
their melody; but cheering is with us their unmodula-
ted but more vivid indication;—unsephisiicated and
thrillng, natural and unaffected. 1t zenerally comes
from the heart’s core, aud that core I deem honest in

;its deepest recesses, which most warmly prompts anc
[ most feehngly echoes them. Vet there are even ex—
| ceptions to this. I remember, at a public dioner given
| to some statesman or other, of a man, proverhally a
{rapscallion, who was se exuberant in his cheers that
lhe amazed even a company of four hundred half<drunk
{ poiitical partizans!—From  the Clzameleon, a New
| Work, in the style of the Annuals.

FROM THE FRIENDSHIP’S OFFERING FOR 1832,
STANZASWRITTEN IN A CATHEDRAL.

How loud, amid these silent aisles,

My quiet footstep falls,—

Where words, like ancient chronicles,
Are scattered o’er the walls;

A thousand phantoms seem to rise
Beneath my lightest tread,

And echoes bring me back replies
From homes that hold the dead.!

Death’s harvests of a thovsand years
Have here been gathered in,—

The vintage where the wine was tears,
The labourer was Sin;—

The lofuest passions, and the least,
Lie sleeping. side oy side,

Aund love hath reared its staff of rest
Beszide the grave of pride!

Alike o’er eich—alike o’er all,
Their lone memorials wave;

The banoer on the sculptured wall,
The thistle o’er the grave,

Each, hevald-like, proclaims the styla
Aud bewvings of its dead,

But haugs one moral, all the while,
Abuve eich slvmbering head!

And the breeze, like an ancicnt bard comes by,
And iouches ihe soiemn chords

Of the buip, which Dea:h bes hung on high,
And Fancy weaves the woids,

Songs thai bave one vnwearied 1ope,
Tiwugh they sing of many an age,

And tales, to which euch graven-stone
Is but che title-puge!

The warrior heie hath sheathed his sword,
The poet crushed his lvre,
The mizor left his counted hoard,
The chemist quenched his fives
The maiden never more stonls forth
To hear ber lover’s lare,
And all the trumpets of the earih
In the soldier’s ear are mute!

icve the pilgrim of the hoary head
Has flusg his crutch aside,

Ani ihe young man gained the bridalbed
Wiere death is the young man’s bride.

The motlier is here whom a weary track
Led *orrowing to the tomb,

And the babe whose path from heaven, back,
Was but its mother’s womb!

The moonlight sits, with her sad, sweet smile,
O’er the heedless painter’s rest;

And the organ ring= through the vaulted aisle,
But it stivs not the minstyel’s breast!’

The mariner bas no wish to roam
From his safe and silent shore,

And the weeping i the mourner’s house
Is hushed [or evermore!

My heart is as an infant’s still,
Though mine eyes are dim with tears;
I bave, this hour, no fear of ill,
No geiel for vanished years!
Orce more, for this wild world 1 set
My solitary bark,
Bu, like those sleepers, I shall yet

Go up into that ark!
T. K. HARVEY,

PorvrLar Presupices.— Various erroncous opin—
ions have been taken up, either from the assertion of
others, from our own views, or from vulgar observation,
Such, for instance, were the opinions once maintained,
that the earth is the greater body in the universe,

and placed immoveable 1n its very centre, and all - the

—

rest of the visible universe, sun, moon, and stars, wer

 created for its sole use and exclusive benefit, that it

the nature of fire and sound to ascend; that the moof
light is cold; that dews fall from the air; that the co’
lour of an object is an inherent quality, like its  bard
ness and weight; and that the moon, at its rising an
setting, appears larger than when h.gh up w the sky
This last mentioned opimon, although very generall
entertained, is an error in judgment; for,. when §
measure the moon’s apparent diametes, so far frcd
finding our coaclusion correct, we actually find it
measure materially less, Here, then, is eyesight off
posed to eyesicht, with the advantage, 1 one cast
of deliberate measurement, fo ascertain and establis
the real fact. With respect to the descent of ded
we must, in the first place, separate dew [row raia, d
the moisture ol fogs, and hmit the application of (Il
term fo what is really meant by it, namely, the spov
taneous appearance ef moisfure on substances exposel
10 the open awr, when no rain or visible wet is falling!
Now, here we bave avalogous phenomena, that 1s, st
milar appeacances, in the mwoisture which bedews !
cold metal or stone when we breathe upon it; that whiel
appears upon a glass of water, {resh irom the well
in hot weather; that which appears on the oufside o
surface of a cold tankard when first brought into a ward
room, and not mapily called the tears of the tapkardi
that which 1s sometimes seen on the outside of water”
pipes, when the external air, as in a thaw, is warme!
than the lead pipes whi~h contain the cold water, anh
which some mighr suppose had oozed throngh the portt
of the pipe; {hat which so frequently appears on  tht
side of windows, espucially of crowded apartments, f"
when the external air has been chilled by sudden ratl
or frost; and, lastly, that wet which runs down ouf
inside walls when a long frost is succeeded by a ward
moist thaw, Now all these instances agree in onf
point, the coldness of the object bedewed, in compa
rivon with the snrrounding air, or that which 15 io
mediate contact with t.—Herchell’s Discourse ot
J\/’alu,ral I‘I'l'l/n\'(,,lllt',’.

Tue UNFORTUNATE VISIT 10 tne CATA
COMBS.

Tue Catacombs are on the south ofthe city of Davie, afl
commence under a plice called 1he Tombhe Yesoire.  Noth i
above ground marks ihe Spot a8 a (fupnaii-n-y af the relies of the
dead It extends through a1l the deep and vast quarries nnder W
city and suburbs,  Siuce 1786, wien these caverns weve cons®
crated, the whoie of the hoves which had been collecied frof
time immorial, from all the churehyards, and lodged in the dif
ferent churches, have heen placed in these vaule Tt is supp”
sed, that ten generutions werve in this manner deposited, TW
population ihuvs stored beneath the smface‘ls imagined to bhe !
tumes greater than that of the eity of Paris and the suburbs. :

The tivst door of entrance is on the west side of the barrief
D’Enfar.  ‘The descent is by a fight of steps ninety-five feet def
which car ouly be descended by one at a time, and 1t is nece®
sary to have torches to light the decscent, At the foot of the
steps you enter a guliery, ovt of which proceed others to l"J
right and left, which extend over the plains ef Moutrovge an
8t. Germain.  Afler taversing a variety of passages, you comél
at length, to a sori ofvestibula, at the farther end of which the®
is a black onken daor, over waich is this inseription: —Has ol
metas requiescont beaian spem expectantes.”  Phis is the :(.“";
that opens inio hese awlul cuverns which contain the reiics #
millions of the dead.

It was on the 5th of Augu-t, 1822, —aye, 1 well remember tht

g f it were vesiovday,—when | concented 1o Jom i part
]

foand Mre. Po,who were at he same hotel as masetf,
St Mace, io v =i these infernal regiong, My poor servond
v, wontedverrmueh to pursaade me off this  subteranocol
f*x(‘m‘smu, and spolie in styony terms  of the horrors of such '
vigit, and of he danger of disease from the noxiovs VADOUI S, He
tried aleo his eloguenca upan our fellow-lovgers, but all ju va
Go we would, and go we did. Poor Sandy' thou hast now bE
come what thea thon had sach dread of-—a parcel of dvied bones
Thy head now vesis upon a lap ofearih, in the churchiyard ol ;h',
bonnie town of Ajv, buc thy heart, which was always m its right
place, I bave no dovbt keeps ite station.  And where are v"’l
two other companions?  Alas! they also have pard the debi @
nature, Whilst thy master still survives 1o ackuowledge thy faith?
ful services on this eventiu | day, as well as o0 many other cect
sions.

o proceed: we had, after descending into these dreary cavern®
speut several iours in exploring such parts as are generally show!
by the gll'lfﬂs, and were resting upon some stONE Cat8, Conve .\;1 {
with the guide: of what there was to be seen, when cne of 1.
raized my curiosity by his deseription of a ekoll, which bad oo
more joInt in it than had hitherto been discovered in suy athef
This, he £aid, was to be seen at some distance from where w
were. Being desirous of seeing this, 1 proposed gomg  with o
guide who hiad spoke of it 10 inspect i, whie the pesr, with
Sandy. my sevvant, should eqntinve where they were until we 1€

turved, as they declined, on account of {atigue, accompany ing o
Off, then, we trotted 1o the piace where this celebrated skull wt
to be seen. 'I'he distance, however, was greater than | imagmrd
At length we reached the spot, and, giving me the torch o hol®
he elimbed np on an immense pile of human bones w reach U“‘
skull, which was carefolly placed atihe top.  Whether it wuy th%
the foundation of this pile nd been mouldered, end bud cuoscd
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