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THE @LEANER, &. 

whole ta he ont of level, or what was the cause, 1 never could 
leary; but down the whole tumbled, thousands of loads, burying 

the poor guide beneath in everlasting oblivion, and leaving me, 
although unhurt, yet in the most dreadful state of alarm and ‘in 
utter darkness, the torch having been knocked out of my hands. 
The crash of breaking and broken bones that accompanied (his 
fall, and the dust that followed, added to the awful stillness that 
ensaed, not a ery ora groan being heard from the poor guide. 
Oh! never can I forget the horrors of that moment As soow as 1 
came a little to myself, I called loudly on the guide, but no reply 
Came 

1 hud left, and proceeded better onward than 1 had expected to do, 
the path not beng impeded on the side 1 foliowed. continued 

my progress for full half an hour before it occurred to me that I 
might have mistukea my route; and the circumstance of my changs 
mg my position while the guide was ¢lunbing up the pile of bones 

then, for the first time, came across my mind I was pow puz- 
zled to know whether I had, in my haste to look for help, return - 

ed by the path 1 had come, or had proceeded onward. 1 endea- 
voured, by feeling with my hands, (0 find if there were any open— 
log to the right or to the left of the pation which I was then pro- 

ceeding, and it was not long before | discovered, that J could pass 
on e ther side. In this diffic uly, in tota darkness, and under the 
circumstances of my late fright, Thardly knew what to do. Al 
length, as it appeared 10 meto be equally uncertain whether I 

should do right ur wrang, by proceeding onwards, returning, or 
twining off 10 the right or left, 1 Jdetermined to keep strmighton, 
and leave ihe rest to Providence. I, therefore. kept walling on, 
as I conceived, ina direct line, sometimes tumbling over loose | 
heaps of boars or rubbish; at other times running my aead ARAINSL 
the piles of bones with which these caverns were filed. 1 be- 
came quite exhausted, and found that | must either rest or fal! 
10 the gronad. Gladly would I have sat me down could I have 
found a resting place, but the horrors of sitting down up.n the 
moist, cold earth, on which numerous repriles were crawling 

ahaut, had hitherto prevented me. 1, howeve: , now found it ne- 
cessary to stop, and, resting my body against tha masses of bones 
with which I was sarroutded, T fervently prayed for that assis- 
tance fram above by who-e help alone I had paw any hopes of es- 
cape. At this period 1 felt myself sick, even, as [ (hought, unto 
death, and my mouth parched with thst. Fortunately | found in 
my pocket a few aciduiated drops, whith very much relieved my 
mouth and throat. Stil, 1 felt very weak ang ill. How long 1 
remained in this situation I am nnable to say, for, when 1 came 
to myself, I was lying usa the grourd, cold, and almost covered 
with various reptiles, which 1 felt crawling over me. 

It was pow that | began 0 feel all the horrors of my sitnation, 
and the probability of my being left 10 perish in this my wretched 
abode. 1 endeavoured to, rouse inyself, and commenced again my 

ter going some distance he met some persons, of whom 
he inquired if they bad seen a little old while man 
with a shost gun, accompanied by a small dog with a 
bob tail? They replied wn the affirmative; and, upon 
assuring them that the man thus described had stolen 
bis vemson, they desired to be informed how he was 

I then endeavoured 1 r wy way back to the friends | A k ¢ ’ - ’ 
shay oogh pres 2 egy gre iog know is a liltle man, by his having made a pile of 

which not a trace or vestage of the streets or magnifis 
cent edifices which once filled 1t, were to be seen; not 
a single human being of all the large population that 
once crowded it. Such depopulation of ancient cities 
is very common in the Turkish empire; but this 1s, per- 
haps, tue only city in the world where the walls remain 
os entire and perfect as when they were raised, while 
the edifices which they enclosed, have entirely disap- 
peared. The only traces which indicated their exist 
ence were a small Greek chapel, having on part of its 
walls and ceiling, tracery in Mosaic, with Greek in- 
scriptions and figures worked like embroidery through 
the small square stones, and some fragments of a 
large building, which, tradition says, was the palace of 
Constantine, in which he held the celebrated Council. 
The stones composing 1t were oblong blocks, of twelve 
or fourteen feet in length, and put together without any 
cement, These were generally marked with monograms 
CAK, AIK, and others, in which the letter K was to 
be found, supposed to be the initial of Constantine. 
It was in this palace the celebrated Council was held. 
From the time of these Councils, Nica eontinued to 
be not only a celebrated, but a large and populous eity, 
till the mvasion ef the Greek Empire by the Latin 
Crusaders; it was then besieged and taken, and be- 
came the centre and capital of a dynasty established by 
the Lascaris family; and so continued 4ill the expul- 
sion of the Latins, and the invasion of the Turks. 
Even so late as the year 1677 it was a flourishing 
and populous town; it contained a population of 10,000 
Christian Greeks, and many precious remnants of an- 
quity to attest its former splendour. But the desola- 
ting hand of the Turk has since effaced every trace of 
this; and it 1s a subject of melancholy contemplation 
vow to behold it, the shadowy pbantem of a magni 
cent city, on a beautiful and fertile spot, where bounti- 
ful nature has provided every thing necessary for hu- 

able to give such a minute descriptionof a person he 
bad not seen. The Indian replied thus:—The thief I 

stones to stand upon, in order to reach the venison from 
the height I hung it, standing on the ground; that he 
is an old man, I know by his short steps, which I 
have traced over the dead leaves in the woods; and 

that hes a while man, I know by his turping out his 
toes when be walks, which an Indian never does 
His gun I know to be short, by the mark the muzzle 
made by rubbing the bark of the tree on which it lean- 
ed; that his dog 1s small I know by his tracks; and 
that he has a bob.tail, I discovered by the mark it 
made n the dust where he was sitting at the time his 
master was taking down the meat ’— Coz’s Travels 
in North America 

VISIT TO NICZEA, 
As this city has been distingwished by the general 

councils called there ‘o determine some of the most im- 
portant doctrines of the Christian Church, and the first 
assemblies that ever met since the time of the Apostles, 
I was curious to pay it a visit, and I availed myself of 
the opportunity of some friends who felt a similar curi- 
osity, to form a party for the purpose. Towards the 
evening we arrived at a large plain surrounded by hills; 
at one end was a very extensive lake, and on the shores 
of the lake a large and magnificent city. We stopped 
at a distance to admire the beauty of the scene. The 
walls of the city were six miles in circumference, with 
parapets and battlements. We approached the gate rearch for my companions; but my path was mach impeded, and T felt weak and exhausted for want of food ani fresh air. 1 con- tinued, however, toiling on in the hest way } conlo, until at 

length 1 (eil over a large stone flat pun my face, This rather 
sginaned and obliged me to rest upon the stone, where | sat me 
Gown hungry, thiest, and worn ont with fatigne, and an mind filled 
with the most gloomy apprehensions. How lone 1 had been mn 
these dreary dungeons 1 could not tell, but, Ww referring 10 my 
watch, T fond still going. I therefore, wound it ap, and, placing 
my arms upon my knees, | rested my head npon my hands and 
fel) asleep, if sleep it could be called, that was accompanied by toch harrit dreans, which, to my fapey, appeared fr ightfal reali- 
tes. Atone tine | saw the whole mass of bimes with w hich I was surrounded rising up as ifat the weed of comwand, and fels as it my every limb was crushed to mummy, and the breath squeezed out of my body. At other times there was nothing but confusion noise, and fighting for the bones of each individual, who appear 
ed fitting itsellup as if preparing for a review. Whether awake 
or asleep, | wast have remamed ia this state for sume time, At 
length L opened my eyes, and saw at some dwtance from me, a 
glare of light: benumbed and sf ws | was, J Sprang mp in hin 
best manner that 1 gould and went towaras it, but on proceeding . 
few paces, it suddenly disuppesred. 1 then began to donbt vhs 
correctness of my intellect, and mv imagination began really to 
form the must extravagantnotions: 1 raved aad called aloud io the most vehement mapaer, stamping and running te and fro with 
all the strength 1 possessed, wadil at length, § struck my lef eye 

man life; an extensive plain exurberant with fertiluy, 
sloping lawns verdant with pasture, wooded hills co- 
vered with timber, expanded waters teeming with fish, 
and a climate the most bland and delicious that ever 
refreshed a mortal frame. Yet here human life is 
actually extinguished, human habitations totally oblite— 
rated, and the solitude rendered more striking by the 
irrefrigable testimonies of its former splendour, and the 
visible evidences of what it really was, and what 
might still be. In the corner of this solitary plaes 
where we conacked, the ithabitants gained a livelihood 
by feeding silk-worms. We passed three days in the 
vast vacuity, searching in vain for remains of antiguity, 
and copying the very fragments of inscriptions whish 
are yet legible on one or two half buried stones; this 
employment we varied by bathing every morning m the 
lake, and afterwards ding on the finest earp nnd 
tench, which were taken out of it 2!most by only put- 
ting in the hand to catch them. Our last day wis 
Sunday, which we observed by performing the service 

next us by a fine aqueduct, which conveyed a river of 
| pure water, on arches, into the walls. The entrance 
| was by three gates, one side the other, ornamented 
with marble figures in sculptured relief. = The centre, 
or second gate, was of magnificent size and workman- 
ship, with fricze, cornices, and all the ornaments which 
jmark the pure age of architecture, and in perfect order 
and preservation. Over the gate, on the frieze, was 
an inscription in brazen letters, intimating that it had 
been erected by the Emperor Hadrian, and the whole 
exterior had the appearance of being a rich, large, and 
populous city, far exceeding any thing we bad seen in 
all the east either in Eurcpe or Asia. We were at 
first surprised that we met no one going in or out of 
the gate, as is usual in a large town; but when we pas< 
sed the inside gate, our astonishment cannot be express 
sed- ~there was neither street, nor house, nor inhabis 
tant, vor the remains of such things! The whole space 
inside these extensive and magnificent walls, was a wide 
desolate field as far as the eye could reach; as if the and teniple wich all wy force against eoine hard substance which 

feiled we to the ground, 
Phas event put a period to my troubles in the catacombs, for 

when 1 came to anvsell [ found | wes sn 1g in my bed ar the Hotel ni wnuorence, woth my fa.thivl Sindy ot my side. 4; was g long time before could collect myre!f ws to #208fy my mind that this had notall been ow barrid dream, but the wound on my head was a bet whveh elt, amd 1 therefore, was the sooner convinced that twas realy, Sandy's turn now came to detail to me his alarms and hig eXeitiong to recover ma, if 
the Duss, and Mes, P. had been carried ont of the caverns. As- 
sixtance wad heen procured and more gurdes, o The bones had heen 
the Gest ohjeet of « ; rch, as it was the general opinion, that the garde aml ysell were Loth buried beneath the heap. The first 
thing then, to be done was tu turn these over; this toek up «4 con- 
siderable time, and it was not until the might was far Hivanced yf the guide wus found; he was, however, although much hort Sy pac Seth 1a afterwards; bat finding no traces of nie my Bf or fis poigird the caverns wught to be 572 ou and torches 

The search of this § 0 Tr os TA re boa hand Bg rg 5 
ly for eight hoes bef, 

ve | was discovered, and, hod 
that one of the guides stumbled over me in hid progress it is pro— 
babe that 1 should have ended my days in these awful "snus, 1 had been twenty-seven hours in these caverns from iny first en- trance to the time when 1 was discovered, and was found at a considerable distance from the place where the bones had faflen. 
Bir. and Mrs. P. had han great anxiety about me, and rejoiced 
much at my recovery, which was accomplished in a few “days; 
and after 1 had received Sandy’s admonition never yo attempt 
£0eh an excursion again, for that no good could be expected 10 
come from gratification of a Curiosity which wae not earthly y We agreed 10 set ont altegether on ony way home; my fellow-lodgers 
t the south of England, and 1 to the north. 

i — en et ee 

Invran Sacacitr.—An Todian, vpon returning 
home to his but one day, discovered that his venison, 
Which had been hung up to dry, bad been stolen. Af 

They bad beard the crush of | 

of the Protestant church, perhaps the first time that it 
was ever celebrated at Nicaa, and repeating in the 
church the creed, en the very spot where it wa# com= 
posed. The uvext morning, at daylight, we left tna 
most interesting but melancholy place, where there ts a 
lovely and fertile plain, fifteen mnles long, and vo one 
to cultivate it; a lake like anionland sea, full of fish, 
and nobody to eat them; and the waznificent walls of 
a city, six miles in circumference, aud nobedy to inbos 
bitit; and we could not but feel the strange perversity 
of the human race, that while God and. nature bad 
presented this place ready for and inviting. a millign or 

earth had-opened, and closed over the houses and inha= 
bitants, and left the walls of the city perfect and unins 
Jered. Alter wandering about tbis dreary plam for 

| some time, we at length came to a few Greek houses 
[ic a corner of the walls, and 1n one of them we co- 
{nackrd, We were now in the famous cily of Nica, 
| or as it 1s at present called, Isnik. Nicaea is surroun- 
ded, on the east and south, by mountains, which are 
distant about three miles. The mterval 1s a plain of 
[exceeding richuess and beauty, which extends in Jexgth 
[for a considerable space. At one extremity Is Lhe 
lake of Ascanius, expanding for several miles ioto the 

aithful attendant was continued wnintersupted- fo as beautiful, and more extensive than any of the 
not been | 

recesses of the hills, which 'surreund it on three sides, 
and form woeded promontories, projecting inte it, giving 
it a hgbly picturesque character, not so sublime, but 

| Lakes of Cumberland. Between ths picturesque lake 
land this fertile valley, stands the town of Nicma, on 
| the edge of the water, slumbering in solitary maguoifi- 
icence, and now silent and desolate as Tadmor in the 
desert. The walls are twenty five feet high, and feur- 
teen feet thick at the base, having round or elliptic 
towers at intervals, along the whole extent. They are 
still so perfect and undecayed, that we ascended to the 
summit, where we found a broad walk between the pa- 
rapets, and continued in an uninterrupted course round 
the city. Along this we pursued our way, looking 
down on the enclosures below, where nothing presented 

more of men to come and live in it, as in a social para- 
dise, nobody 18 to be found; yet-people are murdering 
and destroymg each other, even in our: owo country, for 
a patch of barren waste, because there are-more mnha- 
bitants than the country can accommeidate.— Dr, 
Walsh, in the Amulet, 

‘Tue Present snp THE Futose.-ln one of the 
latest days of Fox, the conversation’ tarned onthe cow- 
parative wisdom of the French and English character. 
“ The Frenchman,” it was observed, delights him- 
self with the present; the Eoglishman makes himselt 
anxious about the future. Is not the Frenchman the 
wiser??? « He may be the merrior,’” said Fox; ¢ but 

did you ever: hear of a savage who dsdrnot by a mirror 
in preference to a telescope?” —Drawing-room Serap 

itself to our view but an unmense empty space; in Sheet. [ 


