182

THE GLEANER, &e.

L

R T O T T Y T S O, . S e R

SPIRIT OF THE PROVINCIAL JOURNALS.

Carapiax Courant., THE ELEcTive FrRAnCHISE
or voE County oF Gaspe’. Mr. CurisTIE the repre-
sentative of the County of Gaspe, not having had an
epportunity of taking his seat during the present session
owing to the precipitate manner in which he was ex-
pelled before his arrival .at Quebec, lately presented
the following petition to the Assembly.
"'o the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgess-

cs of Lower Canada, in Provincial Parliament as-

sembled.
The Petition of Robert Christie, of Quebec, Esq.
Represents, / : 3

"T'hat Your petitioner, being asubject of His Majesty,
is us such, entitled to the rights common to all British
subjects in this Province, and by law, eligible to the
Assembly thereof, and hath never committed any crime
inisdemeanour, or offence, against the laws of the Pro-
vince, or breach of Privilege of your honourable House,
vior of uny previous Assembly, ner intended it, whereby
those rights ceuld be liable to forfeiture or abridge-
ments

‘U'bat your petitioner hath several times during the
late, and twice since the commencement of this Pro-
v.ficial Parliament, been honoured by the confidence
and unanimously elected by the Freeholders of the
County of Gaspe, as their Representatlve to the As-
sembly.

'I'liat he hag been prevented taking his seat as Re-
presentative for the said County, by a vote at the open-
my of the present Session, by reason of certain Resolu-
tsuns of the laje Assembly, of the 14th _Feb.ruary, 1829,
affecting the petitioner, whose constitutional rights
have been and thereby are abridged, in a manner sub-
vers.ve, as he submits of the rights, the liberty, and the
tafety of the subject. o

That the petitioner, entertaining a proper respect for
the privileges of the Assembl{, which l}e assures the
Houze lie mever has, nor wilfully would infringe, en-
irrtains slso a hope that it will restore him those just
sizlus of which he has been deprived, and which he
«laims accordingly from its justice. b

That the petitioner, thereflove, prays the attention of
vour honouraljle House to the said Resolutions, by rea-
ton whereof his rights are ‘abridged, and that it will,
as an act of jngtice to rescind andexpunge the said Re-
solutigns and, vate from the journals, and thereby. re-
wove, the existing impediment to the full possession and
enjoyment of the rights justly appertaining to him as

a Lritish subject. ;
: . ROBERT CHRISTIE,

Qutbec, January 16, 1832.

1t will;"we think, be admitted by all parties that the
above Petition is couched in respectful language, yet it
was ot entertatned by the House, if however, we may
Jjudge from ‘the warmth excited in consequence of this
petition comind before the Assembly, we may sup-
pose that the™Gaspe afair begins to excite a deeper
anterest. - We hope some of the members who voted
for Mr Christie’s expulsion will seriously consider this
matter Before they again come to vote on it, which in
the event of Mz Christie’s return, they will have to do.
The matter should be divested of all party bias, and
consitered only as a question of Right as established
by the principles of representative Governments. This
prineiple is founded on the long established maxim that
in matters of Legislation and taxation, -every man is
entitled to a voice, either by himself or representative.
I'be impossibility of celling the whole community to-
gether tolegislate and assess taxes has introduced the
practice of representation or the delegation of one:to
act for many. Such a person goes clothed with authori-
ty to act for hi¥'consituents; but not to annihilate their
rights, and ahove all others not to interfere with the
right by which they have been enabled to delegate
him. The relations of principal and agent existing be-
tween the representative and represented. In mercan-
tlle transactions the possession of property give the

and neither ean live ifit be suspended. But it has been
suspended it ‘the instance before us, and still is, the
true liberty of a British freeman therefore cannot exist
until it be restored to free action.

We are aware that this doctrine will be subject to an
exception, in the case ofthe representative being dis-
qualified by the Lawsof his country, as disqualifications
crimes, and other disabilities should be cstablished notby
a PART of the powers that make the Laws, but by the
whole powers. and in this case, and this only, should
the representative be disqualified or expelled.

The Earthquake felt in this city, on Sunday evening
last, was also felt at Prescott, U. C. at the same hour.
The Grenville Gazette says, the shock at that village
was very severe, and continued between two and three
minutes. Such was the sensation produced that in
many instances, before the real cause was known, fami-
lies and individuals were seriously alarmed.

Quesec GizerTe.—Mr Laterierre read last night in
the Assembly, a petition from Mr Christie, the member
returned for Gaspe and expelled the House. The pe-
tition was not received; 45 to 12. It asked, we believe
to rescind the resolutions adopted by the house, Mr
Christie maintaining that he had been wrongly con-
demned; that is, an apology was asked from the house
to Mr Christie.

In the discussion whieh took place, Mr Laterriere
and Mr Solicitor General maintained that Mr Christie
had not been heard or cross examined, that the evi-
dence was untrue, or something so interpreted. Mr
Young took offence, and also replied harshly. The
galleries were cleared, and the three gentlemen it is
said were ordered to stay inthe precincts of the house.
Mr Young was soon, however, seen issuing from the
house. In the interval which occurred until his return
a space of nearly two hours, preparations for hostile
meetings took place, and friends of the parties consul-
ted. Mr Young ultimately re-entered the house, and
it is said, apoligized, and was reprimanded for leaving
it against the order of the Speaker, and the customary
proceeding enforced that no consequences should follow
the expression of opinions in the house.

On the subject of the article in our Jast, we learn
that Mr Young left the house before any order requiring
the three members to remain within its precincts had
been made or moved for. When Mr Young rose to. de-
part, he was ordered by the Speaker to remain, buf he
disregarded the order, and persisted in going out. Mr
Young having been informed by a friend, that the
other two members had been prevented from leaving
the house, was returning, when he met a deputy of the
Sergeant at Arms, who required his immediate ‘attend:
ance. The Hotuse required Mr, Young to apoligize for
not having ebeyed the Speakers orders, which he did,
but did not make any other apology. He was also re-
quired togive a similar pledge to that which had been
previously régnired of 2nd given by the Solicitor Gene-
ral and Mr Liatérriere, and he did so.

Letters from London by the last American packet
state, that the port of Montreal has finally been declar-
ed a separate port of entry, and that the decision of the
boards at home has heen in favour of admitting flour of
American manufacture into the English Market, as
Colonial.

Hivirax Rovar Gazerre.—The New Bank Bill was
presented to the House of Assemhly on Monday, read
a first time, and copies of it ordered to be printed for
the use of the Members. The second reading of the
Bill is to take place on Friday.

St. Joux Courrer.—Conceiving it to be necessary
that some explanation should be given to the public, res-
pecting the matter which, at the opening of the Legis-
lative’ session, engrossed the attention of the House,
with closed doors; we inserf the subjoined statement of
that affair, without vouching for its authenticity in
every particular, although, from the source whence we
obtained our information, we bave little doubt of its
general correctness, It may be freshin the recollection
of many, that during the last Session of the Legislature,
some remarkably severe language was used by the Ho-

power to delegate authority to the agent to dispose of
i a o, oy .

it, and in political matters under the British Constitu-
tion, the elective franchise gives the power to the elec-
tors, who are the principals, to authorise the represen-
tative, who is the agent of the electors, to dispose of
their property, and to consent to such restrictions of
personal rights as. may tend more securely to gnaran-
tee the safety and well-being of Society. Now, the
representative can no more claimthe right of touchin
or affecting the elective franchise in any manner than
the agent can say to_the principal, I will not permit
you to call the goods belonging to you in my possession
your property. In fine, the elective franchise in re-
presentative Governments, is, in the fullest sense of the
word an inalianable Right. The moment it is lost, the
freeman becomes a slaves, and under a free government
he cannot he divested of it by or against his consent,
The representative system is under our constitution to
the political body what respiration is to the human body

g | the recess, discovered that he was in error, very prompt

norable Speaker, respecting the conduct of Mr Rankin,
one of the members, who was then absent from the
Province. Mr R. on taking his seat, the present sessi-
on, conceived it to be incumbent on him, to wipe away
any aspersions that had been made on his character
while absent, and accordingly called upon Mr Speaker
for an explanation, or for proof of the charge made
against him. - The Speaker, it is said, having, during

ly disavowed any intention of imputing unworthy mo-
tives to Mr Rankin, and bore testimony to his honour-
able and gentlemanly conduct in all his'actions. With
this explanation, it is stated, Mr R. was satisfied, and
thus the matter ended.

MoxTrEAL GazerrE.—We give below the petition
presented lately to our House ongssembly,‘ by Dr. La-
terriere, from ﬁobert Christie, Esq. but which that bo-
dy thought proper mot to receive. It is to be regretted

an investigation into this Gentleman’s case, expressed
in such a moderate and dispassionate tone, by a motion
to pass to the orders of the day. It would appear as if
the measure of injustice, - which moderate men of all
parties conceive have been dealt out to the electors of
Gaspe, wasnot yet complete, when we see ¢ the sacred
right of petitioning” (we use the expression usually
adopted hy prominent Members of the majority) thus
trampled under foot, . and all investigation of an open
nature denied to an.individual, who was condemned on
exparte evidence, and without a hearing.

ORIGINAL.

SALMON FISHERY.
Mz. Pinrce,

It is pleasing tosee the Press devoted to public utili-
ty, it is equally so to see ‘an able pen devoted in the
same cause. With feelings analagous to those, I read
your editorial of last week, and your correspondent’s
Communication on our Siryox Fisnery. For his in-
formation, I take the liberty to state, the petitions al-
luded to, were got up by a set of men, actuated solely
by party or selfish feelings, who have had sufficient in-
fluence 1o procure and addressto gall a number of per-
sons to subscribe memorials, having. a. tendency to
procrastinate. ifnot destroy, A Bill for regulating that
species of Fisuery, than which, none more efficient for
the purposesintended has been presented to ourLegis-
lative Assembly;—few of more importance to this com-
munity. quscssed of these sentiments, excuse me, if-
[ digress further into detail.

It is notorious that sverorTeRs of these petitions,
have offered for sale, within a short period, (uantities
of Salmon, when no such quantities of Mercantile Fish
could be procured in this market. It is equally noto-
rious, the only ostensible objection adduced acainst the
Brrr, was the ];el‘mission purposed to be granted to fish
for Salmon at Portage and Fox Islands. It was stated
in vindication these fisheries obstructed the Salmon in
ascending this river, be it so: as an extenuation for the

of learned gentlemen, these Islands are not under our
jurisdiction. , Under what, or whose authority are
they? Shallow Iearning informs me, they are “under
our jurisdiefioni—equally shallow geographical know-
ledge informs me, these Islands ave situated from eight
to ten miles inside, of Point Escuminae; therefore. all
persons residing on, or fiching contiguous thereto, are
amenable to the Taws of this Provipce:
case, and ﬁ]es&ﬁ&,:fries‘ are injurious to the general in-
terest,—prohibit'{hem, as far as enactments are availa-
ble. W R
Would it not, my @ood Sir, have been more in unison
with the character of moNoRABLE men, previous to-call-
ing meetings prior to despatching recruiting parties,
to scour the woods and branches of cur river, for per-
sons to swell their ranks, orto trepan by sophistry, prosc-
Iytes to their faith, to have waited upon our Represen-
tatives, and stated their reasons, for dissenting from a
clause, or clauses ofthe Bill. Such conduet would have
been attended with beneficial results, and with less ex-
pense, and much Jess trouble; moreover, (hey would
have been gratified by a compliance with their wishes,
as far as it was in the power of these gentlemen to
guarantee;—but to verify the adage of the fool, who
took a sledge hammer to break an egg, lie broke his
toes.

enable them, to.see the policy of these petitions,  and
duly to appreciate them. In theiv merey, I trust they
will dash the deleterious cup from tha lips of those who
have pv‘epa’l‘cd. it for THEIR and the Cousrry’s
BENEFIT.

Miramichi, Feb. 13.
Mr Enitor,
AcricuLrure is allowed to be the foundation o
which the lasting prosperity of every country ought to
be built; it has been the occupation of many of the wis-
est and greatest of all ages, and in it they Lave ac-
knowledged they have found more true pleasure than
in the turmoils of exalted stations. It is therefore a
necessary and honourable employment.
is patronized and encouraged, both by precept and ex-
ample, by the great, the learned, and the wealthy;
there, indeed, it may be said, that these have a particu-
lar interest in its success, many of them being large
land owners. It “will not, however, be denied, that
there are mot a few distinguished names, who from
pure patriotisny,. have. devoted much time and talent,
and have by their experiments and writings, added,
and are daily adding much to the stoek of Agricultural
knowledge. In North America, too, there isa sprinks
ling of capital and talent, engaged in husbaniry. in
most-of its cultivated districts: these men. by their ex-

that the Assembly should have gof rid of a request for

ample, cheer anl instruet their neighbourhoods; and

insertion of that clause, it has been, and is the opinion,:.

If such .be the

The discernment of our Representatives will, Ihope, -

In Europe it~
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