
jackets with upright collars, buttoned to the chin, and, 

THE GLEANER &e 

LITERATURE, e. 

FROM THE UNITED SERVICE JOURNAL. 

CONSTANTINOPLE IN 1831. 
FROM THE JOURNAL OF AN OFFICER. 

Tug changes effected both in the dress and manners 

of the inhabitants of Constantinople, and in the style of 

the city itself, since I last visited it in 1818, were to 

me most surprising and unexpected. Certainly the 

greatest portion of the imposing appearance of the 

Turks has been lost by the recent reform in their cos- 

tume, which formerly was rich, elegant, and varied; 

but under their present ¥rank or European garb, they 
have become an ill dressed, slovenly, nay, even in most 

cases, a ridiculously mean-looking race. The erimson | 
stuffed cap (or fesk) surmounted by a blue spreading 
tassel, descends low on the eyebrows, and how deeply 

must its wearers sigh after the proud and fanciful tur- 

ban. The younger and less respectable Turks, who 

uve adopted the new costume, put on short round 

according to the season, wear very loose white calicoor 
woollen cossack trowsers. The older and more res- 
pectable classes, make use of loose, long surtout coats 
with stiff straight collars; waistcoats, Toose trowsers, 
and tie black shoes complete their dress; and sometimes 

a dirty white neckcloth is tied uncornfortabiy about 
their throats. ''o conceal, however, this cruel aboli- 

tion of a beautiful national dress, a military cloth cloak 

is worn by the Eiffendis, which conceals the horrors of 

their present habiliments. So altered are the gentry 

on the new costume, that I should say, their next step 
would be to turn Christians. The European dress was 
never intended for a Mahomedan or even an Asiatic. 
‘Fight shoes, long stockings, pantaloons, coats with no 
opening at the sleeves, must all be inconvenient, and 

may gradually diminish the strict observance of religi- 

ous ceremonies and ablutions, which are likely to be 
veglected by their frequency, and when rendered more 
harassing by the embarrassments of dress, may soon be 
seldom performed. It is astonishing the effect dress 
has on the habits of the human race: thus the Turks be- 
come more dignified and slothful than by nature they 

were intended to have been, because they could neither 
manage on foot the arrangement of their heaps of 
¢lothes, nor walk with comfort in their slippers. Kes 
the tails of their coats have been clipped, certainly 
they move about with more activity. The sword 1s 
much more rapid injthe work of couversion (han the 
tongue. The Sultan usesthe former weapon without 

any remorse, and it must be confessed, after all, that the 

"Purks are a dastardly people, easily intimidated, sub- 
missive, and cringing. This has become particularly 
apparent since the destruction of the Janisaries. I 
¢an scarcely comprehend by what means the Turks 
could ever have been successful in their campaigns a- 
gainst the Europeans. Asmen, we are their superiors 
in height, figure, bodily strength, and ever did, I should 
say, possess more innate courage: still Vienna, by a 
mere chance, escaped becoming a Pashalic of the Porte. 

Military costume is the fashionable dress of the day, 
whilst all copying from the Sultan, wear their beards 
the same length as his, and pull their fesks, or caps, 
equally low over their foreheads. The appearance of 
the troops, considering the disadvantages they labour 
under, is by no means so indifferent as might have 
been expected. Their head-dress, the round red cap, 
is most unbecoming, and their arms, clothes, and shoes 
are far from good. ‘They have attained that style of 
discipline and military knowledge which it is easy b 
dint of exertion to instill into soldiers, but I doubt if 
the European officers employed as instructors are capa- 
ble of advancing their pupils farther in the scale of im- 
provement, ae indeed, the government thinks 
enough has been effected, and considers their army to 
be in a high state of perfection, without being able to 
erform any combined evolutions. The corps of infan- 

try I have seen are composed of very young men, who 
almost might be called boys: they go through the drill 
ofa prog ho tolerably well, and have evidently ac- 
quired a military deportment. The uniforms of the 
regiments differ; some have round cloth jackets with 
no facings; others have the cuffs, collars, and facings of 
the breast red. The national color for the army is blue. 
Some corps are dressed better than others, and finer 
cloth is given to those forming the guard of the palace. 
‘With the exception of afew ofthe senior officers, none 
have beards; they are in general good-looking, seem to 
ride themselves on their dress, and are clean. In for- 

mer days the grandees of the court used to keep in their 
employ large retinues of young men, who frequently 
were of very reputable character; the Sultan ordered 
these swarms of idlers to be discharged, and being an 
intelligent, good-looking, and by no means a bigoted 
class, the served to wr bn the troops of the new re- 
gime. The distinction of rank throughout the armyis 

{ 1t 1s astonishing how the Sultan ventaves at particular 

coffee, and be comfortable. 

my comments, they have laughingly said, ¢ is that well 
| done Captain?’ 

value, attached to the left breast. Corporals and ser- 

— 

left hanging over the arm of the chair, the animal ap- 
jeants have brass stars, lieutenants and captains gold | proached and licked it. This at first he thought nothing 
enamelled ones; majors the same, of a larger size: whilst | of, till, it having been repeated several titaes, he felt 8 
the colonels have diamond stars, with gold or silver |soreness on it; and looking at the beast, he perceived 
chains affixed to them, which hang from the front point 
of the shoulder. The troops are constantly assembled | 
in the splendid barracks built by the Sultan, are regu- | 
larly paid, and well fed. Asia chiefly supplies the re-| 
cruits: the muskets seem in general to be old ones re-| 
paired, excepting those of the palace guards, which are | 
new, withmuch gilding on the barrels and on the blades | 
of the bayonets. Some of the regiments have bands— | 

that he had, from the roughness of his tongue, drawn 
blood, which having tasted for the first time, his infu- 
riated eyes and eager countenance, left not a doubt 
upon his mind, that had he withdrawn his hand, the 
tiger would have sprung upon him and destroyed him- 
Thus circumstanced, he fortunately had sufficient pre 
sence of mind to keep his hand in the same positions 
whilst with the other he reached one of his pistols frou 

that of the Sultan’sis very numerous, and plays toleia- | the mantel-piece, and preserved his own life by shoot 
bly well, but their instruments are bad, sharp, and 
clamorous. The system of drill adopted is, { believe, 
French, and the officersemployed are mostly of that na- 
tion. A M. Gallend, attached to the Sur Asker Pasha, 
or commander-in-chief, organizes the infuntry, and M. 
Kelefso, a Sardinian, bas charge of the cavalry. The 
latter is a favorite of the Sultan, and is said to bea per- | 
son of talent and respectability. However, the situation | 
of an European officer in the service of the Turks must 
be one of humiliation; formerly, they were not allowed 
to wear swords—they were not respected, whichmay | 
arise from their individual characters, and the pay they | 
receive is very small ~ Insleed, the system ofthe govern-| 
ment always has been and ever will be illiberal, and | 

periods to -diminish the pay of his newly-raised troops, 
on whose fidelity ard attachment his safety seems en- 
tively to depend. When first the new system was es- 
tablished, the pay ofeach private was, I believe forty 
piastres (ten shillings) a month, and has been reduced 
by degrees to less than thirty, which is a small pittance 
considering the habitsof a "Turk, who must smoke, sip, 

Twopence a day, about 
the amount of their present pay, will scarcely provide 
these luxuries, and these straitensd means have occa- 
sioned universal discontent throughout the army. 
Several plots have already been discovered, amonyst 
the officers tocreate a revolution in the government; 
and after a certain'time, when more union is establish-| 
ed amongst the different branches of the army, it may | 
become as ungovernable a body as the corps of Janisa- 
ries. In most countries the soldiery are the gayest and 
hest dressed portion of the community, but in Turkey 
the case is quite different. The officers, as I before 
remarked, are often fine young men, and whilst pass- 
ing their guard houses, I have been surprised at their 
ardour in learning their duty: the drill book in manu- 
seript was then produced, the battalion of sticks was 
speedily arranged, and columns were formed and de- 
ployments made in quick succession. On observing 

The Turks, take them in the right 
way, ave, I believe, a good natured people, and I never 
saw a bettter behaved body of men than the new troops; ! 
they are always ready to give every assistance to fo-| 
reigners when required. ‘lhe city of Constantinople | 
is much improved by being kept very clean, hy the! 
erection of new bazars, by the embellishment of the old | 
ones, and by the guardianship of a very vigilant police, | 
The streets are now free from all rubbish and offensive 
objects; no notice is taken of foreigners; and even Eu- 
ropean females. without the slightest change of costume 
may walk through every part of the city unmolested, 
and almost unobserved. 

S ON G. 
‘Waen the world is full of flowers, 
‘Who would not gather them? 

Autumn winds and winter showers 
Some come and wither them. 

Youth and love I own are brief; 
But why should we make a grief, 
Looking for the yellow leaf 

Fre the bud is blown? 

Many thoughts are link’d to laughter; 
‘Why should we bury them; 

Sighs and tears may come hereafter; 
o need to hurry them. 

They who through a darken’d glass 
View the minutes as they pass, 
Make the sun a gloomy mass; 

+Bat the fault’s their own. 
T. H. BAYLEY. 

Ticers.—Daring a music party at J. D——s, the 
conversation turned on that ferocious animal, the tiger, 
A gentleman asserted that there never was an instance 
of one being tamed; and told the following anecdote in 
support of his assertion. A gentleman who had return- 
ed from India, brought with him a young tiger of so 
docile anature, as to be suffered to run about his study 
of a morning, whilst he was reading or writin 7. One 
day in the winter, while he was sitting in a cabriole 
chair, near the fire place, reflecting on a passage he had 

made apparent by stars of different metals, size, and 

ing the tiger through the head. 

Last week we gave a specimen of the political articles 
in Blackwood’s Magazine: we insert the following 
which ds well worthy of perusal, lo enable our reat” 
ers to form some idea of the raciness of the Critiques 
in that extraordinary clever periodical. A pri 
Poem, by Alfred Tennyson, is the subject under con 
sideration, 
ALL men, women; and children, then, are manifestly poets, €% 

cept those who write verses. But why that exception? Beca 
they alone make no use of their minds. Versifiers—and ¥¢ 
speak but of them—are the sole living creatures that are not 
also creators. The inferior animals—as we are pleased to €* 
them, and as indeed in some respects they are—modify matte’ 
much in their imagination. Rode ye never a horse by nig 
through a forest? That most poetical of quadrupeds sees a apie 
in every stump, else, why by such sudden start should be thro¥ 
his master over his ears? The black bird on the tip-top of that 
pine-tent is a poet, else never could his yellow bill so salute Ww!" 
rapturous orisons the reascending Sun, as he flings over the woe 
a lustre gain gorgeous from the sea. And what induces tho" 
stock-doves, think ye, to fill the heart of the grove with & h 

deep, low, lonely, far-away, mournful, yet happy— Thunder; whe" 
but Love and Joy, and Delight and Desire, in one word, Poetry” 
Poetry that confines the universe to that wedded pair, with" 
the sanctuary of the pillared shade impervious to weridian #7 
beams, and brightens and sol’ens into eplendonr and into sna 
divioe the plumage beautifying the creatures in their bliss, 
breast to breast they croodendoo on their shallow nest! 

‘Thus all men, women, and children; birds, beasts, and fishely 
ave poets, except versifiers. Oysters are poets. Nobody 
deny that, who ever in the neighbourhood of Prestonpans bebe’ 
them passionately gaping, on their native bed, for the How of ide 
coming again to awaken all their energies from the wide Ath” 
ue. Nor less $0 are spails. See them in the dewy stillness ¢ 
ave, as they salute the crescent Dian, with horns huawbler yndee’ 
but no less pointed than her own. The beetle, against the ™ 
veller borne in heedless hum, if we knew all his feelings wn 
soliloquy, might safely be pronounced a Wordsworth. Thue ofé 
we all poets—high and low— except versifiers. They, poor crét” 
tures, are a pecuhar people, impoteat of good works. Ears hat? 
they, but they hear not—eyes have they, but they will not se¢~ 
nay, natara‘ists assert that they have bruins aud spinal mare"! 
also organs of speech; yet with all that organization, they wed 
have but little feeling, and no thought; and but by a feeble # 

monotonous fizz, are you made aware in the twilight, of the 0% 
less exi .of the obscure eph als, g 
But we fear that we are getting satirical, than which nothif$ 

can well be more unbecoming the character of a Christian: | 
let us be serious, Many times a month do we hint co all such! 
sects, that Maga looks upon them as midges. But etl will t 
be seeking to insinuate themselves through her long deep hit 
which nunlike she wears at gloaming:_ and can they complal® L 
cruelty, if she brush them away with her lily hand, or comp! 
them with her snew-white fingers into unlingering deaths? The 

1 is no such privileged place in this periodical world pow 8¢ \ 

fugitive Poets’ Corner. Allits regions are open (o the inspired? 
but the versifier has no spot now wherein to expand his #1 
mealy wings; and you see him sitting disconsolate as one of the ] 
animalculee who, in their indolent brownness ure neither 

bees, nor wasps, like a spot upon dandelion or bunweed, till pat 

surprises you by proving that he has wings, or something of ¥ i, 

sort,by a feeble forewell fight in among nettles sume yards ¢ 

where he takes vefuge in eternal oblivion. < 

It is not easy to find out what sets people ua-versifying; of 
ciall now-a-days, when the slightest symptoms of these vi 
something amiss with them in that way, immediately subject the : 

not only to the grossest indignities, but to the almost ceriaid =, 

of bread, We could perhaps io some measure understund ifs “5 
they rich, or even toterably well-off; in the enjoyment, " 4 

suppose, of small annuities, or of hereditary kuil-vai de, with} 

well in the corner, overshadowed with a bourtree bush; bit "5% 

are almost always,if in at the knees, out at the elbows; and wat 

stockings seein 0 have been compiled originally by some my*® 

ious process of darning upon nothing as a substratum. Now Cy 
thing more honourable than virtuous poverty; but then we exp 
to see him with a shuttle or a spade in his haod, We. 
«seventeen hunder linen,’ or digging drains, till the ounce dry ” 
sert is all one irritated meadow, green as the summer woods op 

fling their shadows o'er its haycocks. He is an insufferable sig 5 

alternately biting his nails and his pen, and blotching pir 1 
brown with hieroglyphics that would have puzzled Champo! 
Versifying operatives are almost always half-witted creat’"d 
addicted to drinking; and sell their songs for alms. ; 
the failing, in what are sometimes called the middle-class of 
even in more genteel or fashionable life, such as the childre fof 

cierks of various kinds, say to canal or coal companies, /¢ “, 
to enter upon any specific profession, trusting to their 887 od 

which their parents regard with tears, sometimes of JOY* "yo 

sometimes of rage, according as their prophetic souls seé ches 

brows of their offspring adorned with laurels, or their breetls, 

with tatters Sensible parents crush this propensity 10 1P® "pe 
and ruthlessly bind the Apollos apprentices to Places; u hel 
weaker ones enclose contributions to Christopher North, 8% * gol 
had never heard of his cruich, and thus is the world defran J | 
many a tailor. What becomes of all the versifyers when the? an 

been reading, with a book in his right hand, and his 

rer 

wo 

W Persons W", | 

old—if, indeed, they ever do get old—we never yet hed) ald | 
plausibie conj -cture; though we have ourselves seen some Ww 
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