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POLAND—IFS FATE AND CONSEQUENCES. 
Wz have frgm the commencement of the struggle 

of the immortalPolish people, given their cause our fec- 
ble support. Ve have this month presented to our 
readers a Map d the present territory of the Duchy of 
Warsaw (as i6 flagitious spoilers call it), that its 
limits may be ipprinted on the memory of our readers, 

. that the countrf of the brave and noble four millions of 
Poles—the remgant of an encient and great nation, | 
may be treasured up in our memories hefore it is for- 
ever annihilatel, uiterly blended with the domains of 
the modern Seythians, and extinay shed forever. The 
robpers bave {pen succossiva: “physical sirens has 
urchascd them a fearful victory—a fresh harvest of 
luod,  spoliatign, and plunder. ‘The knout and the | 
dungeon of the northern despot are to be gorged | 
anew with vietims in the noblest cause that can &-| 
dorn humau nature; and this, the latest struggle of 
Poland, will in all probability be her last. How in- 
scrutable are thedecrees of Omnipotence! When we 
see guilt and crime successful over the most hallowed 
cause in support of which a people can lift up their 
hands in prayer or in combat, we are more than ever 
lost in blindness to human destiny. 

¢« Poland is fallen!” Again “ths atrocities of the 
Muscovite savage, Suvarreff, have been repeated, and 
the dust of his victim is rmoistened with the blood of 
a fresh sacrifice, Again ‘he Muscovite has shouted his 
"x Deux tothe God of Justice and Mercy, for his 
success In carnage and injustice; eraving the saneti- 
fication of his wurders, and the mal 1 
of innocent blood. Our hearts seem writ 
such a triumph of eppression. Our beliefin the creed 
of retributive justice is shaken, and we almost despair 
of virtuous effort and high-m:ndedness ever meeting 
their due reward. % 
« Poland is fallen?’ The nations of Europe will do 

well to remember these ominous words. The pestilence 
of the north is now [ree to cs its work of desolation 

to the doors of the western empires, to march and 
strike at freedom wherever it rears its head. Irom 
Petersburgh to Belgium the success of tyranny is com- 
plete; and Austria is only withheld {from a more cor- 
dial alliance by the knowledge (that Metternich has 
not been slow to acquire) of the ambitious designs of 
Russia, and hy a jealousy of her power, by no means 
ill-founded, On France alone rests the cause of free- 
dom in Europe. France that is accused of vanity and 
insincerity sounfoundedly, owes her security alone to 
the jealousy of Austria towards the Czar. She knows 
and feels this; and the sentizaent which pervadesthe 
French people, at the fall of Poland, is but the result 
of an honest and just apprehension for themselves. | 
They know that before long they must arouse, and | 
very naturally think, that while Russia was occupied | 
with Poland, it was the moment most favourable to 
them for anticipating the designs of their foe. But 
Prussia is at the beck of Russia. While, on the one 
hand, she has violated all neutrality in the contest with | 
Poland, and openly and boastfully aided by every 

oh 

‘means, short of marching her troops, the enemies of | 
the freedom of mankind; she has, on the other, been 
recruiting the ranks of the Dutch king from her | 
sla¥s,. and aiding disturbances which it is tha interest | 
of Europe to put down. Not long can the present | 
tefplexion of things continue. The war of opinion is | 
§{ cor distant. They who have imprudently provoked 
€ll rue its eorsequences: they will one day see 
that justice will appear in all its terrors, and the 
lespot crowns of Europe will moulder into dust before | 
t—they who have ceased to rule in righteousness, and | 
haye bathed their hands in innocent blood. Men feel | 
lifferently now from what they were formerly wont; | 
they know their own power and their own rights, | 
Let England beware of her part in the coming con-| 

test. The government of England hasa choice of two! 
tourses. No one will dream she can remain neuter] 
p a strife of such magnitude. She must either ally! 

herself with the semi-barbarians of the north, in their 
conspiracies against the freedom of the Weld, or she 
must take the side ofthe free nations and Fagnee, and 
range herself opposite the self-called Holy” Alliance. 
Russia is resolved to be the arbitress of Europe, The 
reat barrier that England, France, and Austria, should 

Save erected inst her in Poland, is now out of the 
question. One opportunity for successful resistance is 
lost; and Prussia, uditing with Russia, will open a free 
march for the Cossacks to the borders of every Euro- 
pean state, that, in their hatred of freedom, they may be 
inclined to invade. One lesson, it is true, has been 
learnt from the Polish contest, and that is, how much, 
in the way of effort, a wir coets that government, and 
how much less formidable are the armies of a power 
that were so long kept at bay by a handful ef brave men, 
than was before suspected. 

\We are yet without the official accounts of the Rus- 
sign operations, The truth, is, we shall never perhaps 
exactly know the state of facts. But the successof Ni- 
cholas will embolden rather than make him inert, in 
any favourite object of ambition which may present it- 

"I'he jealousy of Austria may be turned to good 
account by France and England, if they manage adroit- 
ly; and this seems theonly mode of preserving Europe 
{rom the dangers of Muscovite aggression. Prussia 
oppased to Franc ¢, single-handed, 15 no object of . ap- 
prehension; itis her Russian alliance alone which ren- 
ders her formidable. With Austria inimical, the Rus- 

sian communication with its home resources may be 
easily broken by that power. But Austria may over- 
come her jealousy of Russia by amore powerful motive; 
her hatred of freedom; and, in that case, France will 
bring the forces of all three powers upon her head, 
This she would inevitably have done, had she assisted 
the Poles in their recent contest, 
We have the averments of the French Ministers, that 

there was ne lack of negociations on the part of France 
with the Czar. Ofwhut valuethey were, a little time 
will show, . Itappears that M. 5 ia had obtained 
from the Russian cabinet a promise that Poland should 
be preserved, and had nde it feel that there was an 
European as well as a Russian question, depending up- 
on the integrity of treaties respecting it. We repeat 
that we have no faith in such promises, but still it is a 
proof that Poland was het neglected as far as negocia- 
tion could be of use to her. Whether the British 
Ministers were equally recard{ul of their duty remains 
to be seen. It is the custom here to affect a mystery 
in all cabinet matters in which there is no necessity 
for preserving secrecy. France has been open, and it 
becomes the British government to be the same. We 
hope that Earl Grey has not overlooked or neglected 
any means which he could render available in favour 
of the brave Polich people: but we know what cold- 
blooded calculators some Ministers on former occasions 
bave shown themselves. We remember Parga betray- 
ed, Genoa basely socrificed, in defiance of British faith 
and other examples equally dishonourable; and we are, 
therefore, perhaps less inclined to trust the Government 

than we oucht to be, now a different set of men are in 
ower. Had the champion ofthe Portuguese tyrant and 
iis priests, Lord Aberdeen, been Foreign Minister, 
we chould have had no suspicion of interference on 
the behalf of the Poles. His Lordship’s sympathies 
are so deeply in unison with despotism and its tools, 
even where despotism puts on its meanest aspect and 
most revolting form, that it will take something more 
than the generous efforts of the Duke of Wellington, ox 
the froth, fury, and obscurity of Lord Londonderry’s 
oratory, to extricate him from the charge of advocating 
Anti-British principles, whenever opportunity occurs 
for his so doing; or from the general contempt with 
which not only England, but foreign nations, so justly 
view the loftiest of his political achievements. The 
conduet of the present Ministers with respect to Poland 
we have yet to as. 
One consolation remains, in the midst of the disas- 

ters which liberty and humanity have sustained in the 
fate of Poland. It has caused delay in the projects of 
the Governments of Europe opposed to freedom, and 
given it a little longer time to extend its prineiples, 
and mature itself, undisturbed, in the bosoms of high 
and generous spirits. Poland, whatever may be the 

sell. 

| kindness he has received. 
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fate of the survivors in herlate noble attempt to burst 
her chains, will have gained something, in that no 
Russian tyrant can oppress her more than her half- 
demon governor Constantine. We have heard it said 
by the friends of Nicoles, in the way of apelogy, that 
his fear of his brother’s conduct, had he recalled him 
neater home, and for the stability of his throne in con- 
sequence, made him deaf to the cry of the Poles, that 
he might avoid the worst of two evile. We hope, for 
the sake of Poland, this weakness ascribed to Nicclas 
may be true, and that a better doom awaits the Poles 
than we apprehend at present. Yet, weak indeed must 
the severeigu be, who, on such a paltry pretext, eculd 
suffer every stipulation with the Polish people to Le 
violated—every sacred promise to be forsworn! He 
should have reasoned— (alas! dotyrauts ever reason ?)— 
that there were limits to human suffering, and that the 
most submissive may be goaded into resistance by usage 
which renders existence itcelf no longer a benefit. 

T'o conclude, we must again leave events to work 
out for the good cause of liberty on the continent. 
Often, when least expected, the most cheering prospects 
arise; while the best hopes are baffled, and the laudable 
desire for the benefit of our fellow-creatures, which is 
innate in every generous bosom, is once more disap- 
pointed. It will not, however, be long before the 

cause of freedom must triumph everywhere. Kxcept 
the ultra-Tories, who will chuckle over the {ate of Waz- 
saw, the pecple of England see and feel, in the defeat 
of Polizh freedom, that a great and virtuous cause has 
suffered—for a reason inscrutable; in contemplating 
which, to use the words of a powerful writer, * Reli- 
gious men find exercisesfor their faith, and make it 
the last effort of their piety mot to repine against Pre- 
vidence,” 

EXTRACT FROM MR, MERCER’ SPEECH IN THE VIRGINIA 
CONVENTION, ON. THE BASIS OF REPRESENTATION, 
«The natural equality of man is written on his heart 

and stamped upon his visage, by the Author of his 
being, after whose “express image he was made.” 
While other animals look to the earth, 
Os homini sublime dedit ad sidera tellere vultus, 

his rights spring from his affections and his wants, and 
these he deriv ed from God, the author of his ni. 
ture. He cannotexist out of society, because society 
is essential to his - existence. His first relations. aie 
those of husband and father. 'I'hat peried, which in 
other animals is short of dependence on a parent’s 
care, isin man protracted for purycees the most bene- 
ficent. I'he infant gathers his 6 ¢t instruction in his 
mother’s Jap. His best virtueshe imbibes from a fu- 
ther’s care, amother’s tenderness. When age over- 

takes the parent, the son repays with kindness fhe 
It the crutch drops fiom 

the feehle grasp of his sire, he picks it up and restores it 
to his trembling hand. Patriotism is but filial love er- 
larged. When we think of our country, we dwell on 
the memory of our early years, on the forms of those 
who gave us our being and watched over its imbecility. 

When they are gone, we visit their remains and from 
unconscious urn imbibe anew the inspiration of their 
virtues. Does not the savage cherish these affections? 
The Tartar wanders over the interminable plains of 
Asia, from climate to climate, accompanied by be flocks 
and herds; the Indian of America roams through forests 
yet more wild; but they revisit the tombs ‘of their pro- 
genitors, and recount to their children the story of their 
deeds, 
Are not these natural affections at the foundst'on of 

all the moral rights and duties of man? Sympathy, is 

it not as natural to man as the gregaricus anim 
he gathers around him? Ont of these [celing 

the elements of society. Is there no prope:t 
to savage life? Even the bird defends hier nest, ue 

lion does his den; the former with less vigcur,.t 

equal zeal.. The hunter decorates his ci 

fur of the animals he has killed; and stoves sway in 
of plenty the provisions which a season of want 
require... He has his bow and arrows for the 
deer; and when he approaches the water sic, his cap 

and spear for the finny tribe. In contempt of danger, 
armed with rude instruments, he traverses the Tand 

and the water under the influence of the same feciings. 


