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or three separate governments, each of .which had at times a
differeat judge, and sometimes fell separately under the arm of
some powerful enemy. 'I'he instances of generous. patriotism,
of bravery, and of devout confidence in the God of their fathers,
which are shown in the acts of several of the <judges, render
the record of their history one of the most interesting and ro-
mantic in the earth. - Yet they were often mducef] to t!w grent-
est distress. ¢ Because of the Midianites,” it is said, *the,
Children of Israel made them dens in the mountains, caves,
and strongholds; and when Israel had sown, th? people of the |
east came up- against them, and destroyed the increase of the
earth, till they left no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor
ox, nor ass—for they came up as grasshoppers for multitude;
and the Children of Israel cried to the Lord.’ From these ca-
lamities they were at times delivered by the devotion of some
pastoral soldier among their tribes. Their songs of rejoicing
an such oceasions stitl more pathetically tell the disturbed state
of the country, and present the troubles of its inhabitants for
- three hundred years (before Christ 1427 to 1112), while they
formed a republic under their Jjudges; but itis also-a - picture of
the whole earth at that period: the Hebrews ouly bore a share
of calamities, which fell much more severely upon others, in an |
age whea regular government was unknown. It says much
for this people, that in the midst of such ascene of nnrest, they
coutinued still to cultivate letters. 'T'he beautiful simplicity of
the narratives given concerning the beroes of their country is
not to be equalled in any other remains of antiquity,
Theepoch of kings succeeded that of judges The reign of
Snal, their first monarch, though the people were stronger by
heing anited, was gloomy and troubled.  David, who sueceed-
ed, was n soldier and a conqueror. e rendered the Hebiews
formidable to the whole of their enemies, and guve them a re-
galar and defensive position, expelling their oh! antagoaists
from every part of the country. He left an empire peaceful,
respected, and strong; and, what was of as much importance,
he selected frons among his sons a successor who was able o
improve all these advantages, and to add to the progress which |
his countrymen had already made in prosperiry. Under Solo- |

mon, the name of the Hebrew government being able to pro- | Nothi

tect its subjects in other countries, the people and their king
began to employ thewselves in commerce, ! vas
first engrafted on that of Tyre, a people speaking a similar
language with themselves, and like them, too (thongh certain|

4

part of the history of the Jews which is noticed in sacred writ,
but there is no reason to suppese that afier bis day it was dis-
continued. s i
the wealth of the countsy. (which exposed it to- continual pil- |
lage). and the number of prosperous Hebrews whn were found
. in_all parts of the 'e'p;ifl‘(il'w()uld he idle to say that these were
" all brought awhy #is captives), render it probable that,
eplendid reign oﬁ'ﬂnignqmnn;]ch”lhvv: always continued to be
addicted to commerce, It is indeed likely that they had been |
89 Lefore his reign, aad that Solomon merely took commerco |
under the protéction’of the state; for there is no instance on re-
"eord of any monareh wit at once, and suecessfully, creating a |
national trade.- Hn‘wqwr this may be, a greater contrast can- |
not be imagined than hetween the t[ouhlcs of the time of lhel
Jydges (only one hundred yenrs befure), and the peace, vegu
rity, and enjoyment 6f this reign. ¢ And the king made silver |
10 be in Jerusalem as stines; and cedars made he to be us |
sycamore trees that are in the vale for abundance: and Judx.nh {
und Israel were many: as the sund which is by the sea-shere for |
multitude, eating, . and_drinking, and making merry.’ .’f'ha
riches lavished upon the temple, which was erected in his time, |
are still the wonder of the east and west; and though the build-
ing iﬁe‘fmhy‘ now he rivalled in extent by many ufnuf p:xrish';
churches, yetthe gold, ivory. and other preciovs materials em- |
ploved in its decoration, indieate a wenlth which must, ot tljn(!
time, have begnawvithont a purallel.  Both Solomon and Dasid, !
his father, wére men accomplished i lanening, ns well as in '.h‘e.-!‘
arts of government; and the writings wiich they have left, if,
they show theirown abilities, indicate tt Jess n great attention |
to the cultivatian of knowleédge among the rest of the Febrews. ;
That nation couldneither have reared such men, nov treasnred 1
up.their productions, had there not heen manv amang lht»xv\{
well qualified tu relish, and'even to. imita‘e, such efforts, We!
do not here-allude- to tha.inspiration of these writings: it is |
merely to their pactical beauties, and to the profound and calin
knowledge of mankind with which they ahound, ¢ bavond al)
Greek, bayond all Roman fame.” Tt is vam to look in ull the
long list of.the kings of other nations for two such names as |
-David and Solomen.,... - |
Afler the death:of olomon, the conutry feil into the same |
< “divisions which-had-weakened it in the time of the judges, ,
Pach of thesdistricts of Mo : el were undep a i
separate Kingand théy weré axposer ack
their enamios and {0 quurrels with en
a snecession of agitating conflets o v
expected anid vamarkable deliverancet, of o similar pa
those ofithe edrlipr period, and théy en
same length ol time (380 years) : but they aren
er of those traitsiof heroic (devor Y
epoehrafithajackies,  The by |
nient of their kings, i3 the ehisf aud
_ presented to ngiaud thongh 1
apprarance of such noRarchs ¢ iJos
zekinh, yet the whole histury of 1
the ¢! Jinees af progras
ful parts af it are thos : ¢ ; t
phets, who wera rais up at itervads 1 warn ihe nation
ita rulera of the fate' which they meurred by forsaking the r
gion of their fathers. These inspired men somelimes sprung
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up from among the humblest classes of the community: one
from ¢ the herdsmen of Tekoa,’ another from ¢ ploughing with
twelve yoke ofoxen;’ several were of the priestly order, and
one (Isaiah) is said to have been of royal lineage, but the
works of all are marked with the same sacredness, force, and
authority. They reprehend their countrymen, in the most elo-
quent strains,at one time for their idolatry, and at another for
their hypocrisy: and their indignation is expressed with the
same freedom and dignity against the vices of the highest and
the lowest. It has become fashionable to trace the free spirit
of our national tone of thinking to the his'orians and orators of
Greece and Rome, which are tavght in our schools; but any
one who looks into the writings of the Hebrew prophets, and
sees the boldness and energy with which the humblest of them
threatens the nobles and princes of this country, or chastises the
vices of the nation around them, will remark the pedantry of
seeking, in volumes known only to the learned, for an effect
which may be traced to books whose strong and pathetic elo-
quence has long swayed the affections of every peasant of the
country. There is no subtlety of reasoning, no £porting with
ambiguities, in these writmgs; every thing is bold, decided, and
powerful, appealing to great principles, and marked with high
and energetic feelings.  Whata film of fancy-work are the
metaphysical ingenities of Plato, compared - with the firm,
broad, and uncompromising morality, the mild domestic chari-
ties, tnught in the books of Psalms and Proverbs, or the pathe-
tic and indignant remonstrances of the Prophets againsc the
backslidings of the. « daughters of their people!’

At the end of the epoch of the kings (about 600 years be-
fore Christ), the land of Israel was swept by several powerful
invaders, who carried off many thousands of the people. into
captivity. Little is known of the fate of those of the northern
district, who are sometimes fupposed to have been ecarried to
India, sometimes to Tartary: but there are many interesting
notices of the captives of Judah. They were carried to Baby-
lon, a flat country intersected by rivers, 1o the eastward of
their own. Here they seem to have been treated with kind-
ness, and many of them even arrived at wealhh and distinetion,
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COLONIAL.

NEW BRUNSWICK,
FROM THE FREDERICTON GAZETTE.
At a Meeting of a number ofthe Merchants and other

Inhabitants of Fredericton, held on the 26th ‘De-
cember, 1858,

Resolved, “I'hat this Meeting,
that the example and experien
commerciul countries,

being deeply sensible
ce, of all enlightened
X fully demonstrate the great be-
nefits derived from the introduction and prosecution
of Banking, and from the establishment of Banks,
based upon liberal principles, and having heard with
much pleasure, that efforts are being made in the City
of St. John, for the incorporation of another Provincial
Bank, is ofopinion, that the establishment of a Branch
ofthe proposed Bank in Fredericton, will tend greatly
to relieve the Mercantile, Mechanical, Agricultural,
and all other classes of the community, from many .of
the difficulties under which they row labor.

Resolved, 'That as the Commttee appointed by a
meeting, held in St. John, to adopt the necessary mea-
suresto attain the required institution, have intimated
a perfect willingness, and wish, that the counties of
York, Sunbury, and Carleton, with all others trading
with Fredericton, should participate in. the advantages
to be derived from the propased Bank; it is in the opi-
nion of this Meeting, that measures should be immedi-
ately taken, to CO-operate with the committee in St.
John, for the attainment of the object they have in
view, i 1

Resolved, That a Petition be prepared for the signa-
tures of this community, to be presented to the Legis-
ture praying the enactment of a Law incorporating
THe CoMMERCIAL Bask or New Bruxswick, and
containing a clause or clauses, rendering it obligatory
on the Directors to establish a Branch in Fredericton,
and to enforce the commencement of business therein,
in all respects similar, to the

operations ncipal establishment in Saint

John.

Resolved, That this meeting, being fully convinced
that the introduction of the Scotch system of Banking,
will greatly enhance the benefits which the Province
will derive from a néw Bank, and be of incalculabls
advantage to the Agricultural Counties in particular,
and noticing-that the Report of the St. John Commit-
t2e, avows an intention of introducing that: system, is
of opinion, that the Petition should pray the Legisia-
ture to insert a clause in the proposed Bank Bill, re-
quiring the Directors to introduce it as far as: prac-
ticable, 3

Resolved, That the followine Gentlemen be 2 com-
miftee to adopt the necessary measures to carry. inlo
effect the objects embodied in the preceding Resolu-

tions—viz, — : :
Mark Needham, Thomas T. Smith,
Joseph Gaynor, Thomas R. Robertson,
Thomas Pickard, Thomas C. Everitt,
F.E. Beekwith, Robert Chesnut,

Oliver Smith,

Asa Coy, :
Ben. Wolhaupter.

of the pri

Charles Fisher. W
The following is a copy of the Petition prepared un-

{ der the direction of the Committee, and which 15 now

receiving the signatures of this community,

"~ JOSEPH GAYNOR, Cuarrax.

Crarres Fisner, Secrotary. ; .

To His Excellency Major General Sir Arcniraro
Campbell, Baronet, Lieutenant Governor and Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Province qf New-Brunswick,
&c. &e, &e. The Honourable His B‘]ajesty’u_(}unp-‘
cil, and the Honourable the House of Assembly for
the same Province, in General Assembly convened.

The Petition of the undersigned Inhabitants of Fre-
dericton and the adjacent Country

Humbly Shewesth— X ? : :
That your Petitioners view with much satisfaction

the efforts making in the city of Saint John, to estav-
lish another Provincial Bank; but they are convinced
the evils complained of by the Merchants of- the City
will continue to exist in the interior, unless Imeasures
are adopted to ensure a more general anticipation in
the benefits of the contemplated establishment,

That the embar:assments complained of are comm{
to all parts of the country, as well Aericultural as Mer-
cantile: That the recent depreciation of every deg-
cription of real estate, is mainly to be attribated to the
insufficient supply of a cirenlaiing medium. '

‘T'hat your Petitioners are decidedly of opinion the
incorporation of another Provineial Bank, upon such
principles as will make the sphere of its operation co-
egual with 1ts name, and render its benefits general,
will orently remedy the evils which now press so hea-
vily upon alll inasmuch as the additional capita! which
will-thereby be put.into circulation, will stimulate
indivigual exertion; gund infuse new vigor.in all c}asses
of society, tind Into every depiartment of domestic en-
terprise, 3 .

That your Petitioners would most respectfully draw




