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THE GLEANER, &e 

BE ——— 
or three separate governments, each of . which had at times a 
different judge, and sometimes fell separately under the arm of 
some powerlul enemy. The instances of generous patriotism, 
of bravery, and of devout confidence in the God of their fathers, 
which are shown in the acts of several of the «judges, render 
the record of their history one of the most interesting and ro- 
mantic in the earth, . Yet they were often reduced to the grent- 
est distress. ¢ Because of the Midianites,” it is said, * the, 
Children of Israel made them dens in the: mountains, caves, 
and strongholds; and when Israel had sown, the people of the 
east came up agrinst them, and destroyed the increase of the 
earth, till they left no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor 
ox, nor ass—for they came up as grasshoppers for multitude; 
and the Children of Israel cried to the Lord.” From these ca- 
lamities they were at times delivered by the devotion of some 
pastoral soldier among their tribes. Their songs of rejoicing 
an such occasions still more pathetically tell the disturbed state 
of the country, and present the troubles of its inhabitants for 

- three hundred years (before Christ 1427 to 1112), while they 
* formed a republic under their judges; but itis also a picture of 
the whole earth at that period: the Hebrews only bore a share 
of calamities, which fell much more severely upon others, in an | 
age whea regular government was unknown. It says much 
for this people, that in the midst of such a scene of unrest, they 
continued still to cultivate letters. ‘I'he beautiful simplicity of 
the narratives given concerning the heroes of their country is 
not to be equalled in any other remains of antiquity, f 
Theepoch of kings succeeded that of judges The reign of 

Saal, their first monarch, though the people” were stronger by 
heing anited, was gloomy and troubled. David, who succeed- 
ed, was a soldier and a conqueror. Ie rendered the Hebiews 
formidable to the whole of their enemies, and gave them a -re- 

gular and defensive position, expelling their old antagoaists 
. from every part of the country. He left an empire peaceful, 

respected, and strong; and, what was of as much importance, 
he selected from among his sons a successor who was able to 
improve all these advantages, and to add to the progress which | 
his. countrymen had already made. in prosperiry. Under Solo- 
mon, the name of the Hebrew government being able to pro- 

© tect its subjects in other countries, the people and their king | 
began to employ themselves in commerce. Their trade was at 
first engrafted on that of Tyre, a people speaking a similar | 
language with themselves, and like them, too (though certainly 
to a smaller degree), acquainted with the art of writing. The | 
comaiorce of the time of Solomon is the only portion of that 
part of the history of the Jews which is noticed in sacred writ, 
but there is no reason to suppose that afier bis day it was dis- | 
continued. It was, perhaps, no longer a matter of, state; but | 

- the wealth of the countsy. (which exposed it to continual pil- | 
lage). and the ngmber of prosperous Hebrews who were found | 

+. in all parts of theenyth. (it'would be idle to say that these were | 
all brought awhy is Captives), vender it probable that, from the | 
splendid reign ofithigy pie they always continued to be 

addicted to commerce, It is indeed likely that they had been 
89 before his reign, aid that Solomon merely took ecommerce 
“under the protéction’of thé state; for there is no instance on re- 
"eord of any monareh wit at once, and successfully, creating a 
national trade. However this way be, a greater contrast can- 
not be imagined than between the troubles of the time of the 
Jydges (only one hundred yenrs before), and the peace, gocu- 
‘rity, and enjoyment 6£ this reign. ¢ And the king made silver | 
10 be in Jernsalem as stiines; and cedars made he to be as 
sycamore trees that are in the vale for abundance: and  Juduh 
und Israel were many: as the sund which is by the sea-shore for 
‘multitude, eating, and drinking, and making merry.” The! 
riches lavished upon the temple, which was erected in his time, i 
are still the wonder of the east and west; and though the build- | 
ing itself may now be rivalled in extent by many of our parish 
churches, yetihe gold, ivory, and other precions materials em- | 
ployed in its decoration, indieate a wealth which must, at that 
time; have beswwithont a parallel. Both Solomon aud Dasid, ! 
his father, wire men accomplished in banning, as well as in the | 
pris-of government; and the writings which they have left, if 
they show theirown abilities, indicate nit jess a great attention | 
to the cultivation of knowledge among the rest of the Febrews. 
That nation couldineither have reared such men, nov treasured 
up their. productions, had there not heen many among them 
well qualified ta relish, and‘even to imitate, such efforts. Woe | 
do not hera-allude- to. the -inspication of these writings: it is | 
merely to their paetical beanties, and to the profound and calin 
knowledge of mankind with which they abound, © bavond all 
Greek, bayond all Roman fame.’ | 
“long list of the kings of other nations for two such nanies as | 
-David and Solomen..... ~ i [ 

After the death:of Solomon, the conntry fell into the srme | 
+ divisions whieh-hgd-weakened it in the time of the Judges. | 
© Fach of thesdistricts of Nosh and South Israel were wader a 

separate King and they weréasposed beth. to the attacks of 
their enemios and fo quurrels with each other, Their history a : 
a succession of agitating cenfbets for independence, and of un- | 
expected anid remarkable deliverance: of a similar nature to | 
those of the edrlier period, and thay o 
same length of time (380 years): but th 
er of those traitsiof heroic devotion whic 
epoch ofthe jades, The baghslidings, errors, a : 
nant of their kings, i the ehisf and pio) ject which 
presented to ngiand thongh those a aved at times hy: 
appearance of sueh monarchs ga Jos | 

zekinh, yet the whole history of his period ia overcast with 
the gh iominews of priograssica doclnes By firohe vost dali 
ful parts of it ave those whieh volate to the lives of. the Pr 
phets, who wera raised np at intervals 1p warn ihe nation a 
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behalf of their country; 

| thousands at the capture of Jorg 
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ita rulera of the fate svhich they curred by forsaking the reli. | 
gion of their fathers, "These inspired men sometimes sprung | 

up from among the humb/est classes of the community: one from ¢ the herdsmen of Tekoa,’ another from ¢ ploughing with twelve yoke of oxen; several were of the priestly order, ‘and one (Isaiah) is said to have been of royal lineage, but the works of all are marked with the same sacredness, force, and authority. They reprehend their countrymen, in the most elo. quent strains, at one time for their idolatry, and at another for their hypocrisy: and their indignation is expressed with the same freedom and dignity against the vicos of the highest and the lowest. It has become fashionable to trace the free spirit of our national tone of thinking to the his'orians and orators of Greece and Rome, which are taught in our schools; but any one who looks into the writings of the Hebrew prophets, and sees the boldness and energy with which the humblest of then threatens the nobles and princes of this country, or chastises the vices of the nation around them, will remark the pedantry of seeking, in volumes known only to the learned, for an effect which may be traced to books whose strong and pathetic elo- quence has long swayed the affections of every peasant of the country. There i no subtlety of reasoning, no sporting with ambiguities, in these writings; every thing 18 bold, decided, and powerful, appealing to great principles, and marked with high and energetic feelings. What a film of fancy-work are the metaphysical ingenuities of Plato, compared - with the firm, broad, and uncompromising morality, the mild domestic chari- ties, taught in the books of Psalms and Proverbs, or the pathe- tic and indignant remonstrances of the Prophets against the backslidings of the. « daughters of their people!’ . At the end of the epoch of the kings (about 600 years be- fore Christ), the land of Israel was swept by several powerful invaders, who carried off many thousands of the people. into captivity. Little is known of the fate of those of the northern district, who fire somehmes supposed to have been carried to India, sometimes to Tartary: but there are many interesting notices of the captives of Judah. They were carried to Baby- lon, a flat country intersected by rivers, to the eastward of their own. Here they seem to have been treated with kind- ness, and many of them even arrived at wealth and distinction, Nothing, however, could overcome their regret at being torn from the country of their ancestorsg—n feeling which is expres- sed with unrivalled beauty in the 137th Psalm, where the He- brew captive looks back mournfully to the mountaing Sadi brooks of Judah, as he hangs his harp on the willows by the sluggish Euphrates, and refuses, with sorrow and scorn, to gra- tify his conquerypre by singing the celebrated songs of his coun- try ina strange land. Tt is a farther proof of what we have said of the ueneral intelligence and education of the Jews that all the conquerors who carried them off granted them higly ri— vileges in their new countries, Alexander, it ig said. 4 ui them equal wiih hig own Macedonians. in the city which he founded; Ptolemy conferred on them similar privilegos. We find one celebrated. man of their nation (Daniel) ehief minister of two successive monarchies, brew generals mare than 
‘gy pt sand the scattered noticey them in other public situations 

Afier 70 years (during which there js little account of the people who were left in the country), permission was iven t some of the chief Hebrews of she captivity to return with th i people to Judea, and to establish there a “government, con ined ted by their own countrymen, under the protection of the P ” sians. They were also allowed to rebuild the temple Many famni ies returned accordingly ; and the Hebrews fram this. . tod enjoyed, as tributaries of this powerfu) monarchy, a os peace -f abont 220 years, during which their Simsiny ie have been quiet and prosperous, About 187 years before Christ. in consequence of their becoming involved in the for rels of neighhon ing powers, they were obliged to i A a series of strogoles in behalf both of their relizions and national independence, more fieres and prolonged than we read of § almost any other nation. We are accastomdd 1p ado th ; gallantry and perseverance of Wallace and of William "Tell in . but Judas Macenbenus surpassed both and with more brilliant success. The actions of one fami of Tewish priests, helonging to a town (Modin) of which Mere site 1s unknown, must dignily the scutcheooas of a whole vil eracy. Under them the Hebrews were ogain, for three reigns, an independent and even powerfy! people. nt The empire of the Romans. were now extending itself to the eastiand that power being called in to uid the Hebrews on one occasion (sbout 70 years before Christ), seized the oppertunit to: establish ita influence among them permanently. Their kings, the three Herods, suit their other rulers, were now de- pendants of the emperor, and their country the tributary of Rome, Put they were by this time a people scattered over the whale earth; their captivities and emigrations had taken them alieoad, and their intelligence or knowledge had rendered prosperous; so that, when, ohout 70 yenrs after our Saviour’s birth, these who remained at hom ’ 
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COLONIAL. 
NEW BRUNSWICK. 

FROM THE FREDERICTON GAZETTE. At a Meeting of a number ofthe Merchants and other Inhabitants of Fredericton, held on the 26th De- cember, 1858. 
Resolved, “I'hat this Meet 

that the example and expe 
commercial countries, 

rience, of all enlightened ’ fully demonstrate the great be- nefits derived from the introduction and prosecution of Banking, and from the establishment of Banks, based upon liberal principles, and having heard with much pleasure, that efforts are being made in the City of St, John, for the incorporation of another Provineial Bank, is ofopinion, that the establishment of a Branch ofthe proposed Bank in Fredericton, will tend great! to relieve the Mercantile, Mechanical, Aqriagivisal, and all other classes of the community, from many .of the difficulties under which they now labor. Resolved, That as the Commuttee appointed by a meeting, held in St. John, to adopt the necessary mea- sures to attain the required institution, have intimated a perfect willingness, snd wish, that the counties of York, Sunbury, and Carleton, with all others trading with Fredericton, should participate in the advantages to be derived from the proposed Banksy it is in the opi- nion of this Meeting, that measures should be immedi- ately taken, to co-operate with the committee in St. John, for the attainment of the object they have in 
view, AY 1 

Resolved, That a Petition be prepared for the signa- tures of this community, to be presented to the Legis- ture praying the enactment of a Law incorporating’ I'ne CoMmMERCIAL Bank or New Brunswick, and containing a clause or clauses, rendering it obligatory on the Directors to establish a Branch in Fredericton, and to enforce the commencement of business therein, 
at the same time, and in all respects similar, to the Spas of the principal establishment in Saint 
ohn. At 3 ” p Resolved, That this meeting, being fully convinced that the introduction of the Scotch system of Banking, 

will greatly enhance the benefits which the Prosince 
will derive from a new Bank, and be of incalculable 
advantage to the Agricultural Counties in particular, 
and noticing. that the Report of the St. Jobn Commit. 
‘te, avows an intention of introducing that system, is 
of opinion, that the Petition should pray tho Legisia- 
ture to insert a clause in the proposed Bank ‘Bill, re- 
quiring the Directors to introduce it as far as: prac- 
ticable, : " 

Resolved, That the following Gentlemen be 2 com- 
mittee to adopt the necessary measures to carry. inlo 
effect the objects embodied in the preceding Resolu- 
tions—viz,— : 3 

“Thomas T. Smith, Mark Needham, 
Joseph Gaynor, Thomas R. Robertson, 
Thomas Pickard, Thomas C. Everitt, 
F.E. Beckwith, Robert Chesnut, 
Asa Coy, Oliver Smith, : 
Charles [Misher. Ben. Wolhaupter. 

The following is a copy of the Petition prepared an- 
der the direction of the Committee, and which 15 now 
receiving the signatures of this community, . 

~ JOSEPH GAYNOR, Cuarrsax. 
Crarres Fisuer, Secretary. : 

To His Excellency Major General Sir Arcnizaro 
Campbell, Baronet, Lieutenant Governor and Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Province of New-Brunswick, 
&c. &e. &e. The Honourable His Majesty’s Coun- 
cil, and the Honourable the House of "Assembly for 
the same Province, in General Assembly convened. 

The Petition of the undersigned Inhabitants of Fre- 
dericton and the adjacent Country 

Humbly Sheweth— 
That your Petitioners view with much satisfaction 

the efforts making in the city of Saint John, to estav- 
lish another Provincial Bank; but they ave convinced 
the evils complained of by the Merchants of the City 
will continue to exist in the interior, unless measures 
are adopted to ensure a more general anticipation in 
the benefits of the contemplated establishment, ra 
That the embar:assments complained of are comms 

! 
"me engaged in a rebellion against the Romans, and were slain in tens and hundreds of 

more effet in extinguishing 
new, 

As in the case of Tgvpt: u'r 
Jews, rina pawn chiefly by the name of Palestine, became a cenquest of the Saracens, a-hall civilized Arabian people, and the professors of Mahomedanism, 
the seat of barhagie ignorance, and been little visited, Jaws themselves, few gre found in their 
nation being sohtreres 

eady detziled, the country of the 

Of the 
ancient territory, the 

ning an’ indiv ida lity so sutprisieg as to be almost niimealons, and us if designed, according to the pro- phecies of the sacred writers, to be ut some period restored to the beloved Zion from which it has been banished, 

Since that event it has been | ®G0al with 11s name, 

| 

to all parts of the country, as well Agricultural as Mec- 
salem, the . misfortane had n jcantile: That the recent depreciation of every dep anlem, ol 

the Jewish name than it would have | cription of real estate, is mainly to be attribated to the 
insufficient supply of a cirenlaiing medium. . 

‘I'bat your Petitioners are decidedly of opinion the 
‘incorporation of another Provincial Bank, upon such 
principles as will make the sphere of its operation co- 

and render its benefits general, 
will ovently remedy the evils which now press so hea- 
i vily upon alll inasmuch es the additional capita! which df the whale earth, yet jn, Will thereby be put. into circulation, will stimulate 
individual exertion; snd infuse new 

| of society, “dimd Tnto every: de 
terprise, 2 

vigor.in all classes 
partment of domestic en- 

| That your Petitioners would most respectfully draw 

ing, being deeply sensible ; 
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