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#'“% 71 IDESTRUCTION .OF - A .SHARK.

Oxe morning.a Jittle boy, about eight years old, happene.d
-to be washed from a catamaran which was managed by his

father, who was thus early initiating him into the hardships of
that mode of life which he intended him to pursue, and, before'
he could be rescued from the turbulent waters, a shark drew
bim under, and he was seen no more. The father ]ost not a
moment, bat calmly  rose, and placing }mtv&:een his teeth a
large knife, wbich he carvied sheathed in his cummerbund,
plu.ugcd beneath the lashing waves, He disappeared for some
time, but after a while was occasionally seen to rise and then

“to dive under the billows, a3 if actively engaged with. his for-
“midable/foe. Tt wasa periodof painful saspense” to those who

were ansiously watching the issue from the boats outside the

“surl - Alter a while the - white foam was visibly tinged with

blood, which was viewed with 4 sensation of horror by those
who could only surmise what was going on under the water,
‘I'he man was again seen to rise and disappear, so that the work

“of'death waus evidently nor yet complete. Aftér some further

time had elapsed,. to the astonishment of all. who were assem-

| bled on the beach, for by this time a considerable crowd had

collected, the body of a huge shark was seen for a few nioments

aboye the whiteniyg spray, which was completely erimsoned,

and then disappeared; an instant after, the man rose above the
surf, and made for ‘the shore. He seemed nevurtly‘ exhuusteu:l.
bue hud not a single mark upon his ‘body, which bore no evi-
dence whatever of the perilons conflict in_which he had been
so_recently engaged. He had scarcely landed, when an im-
wense shark was cast upon the beach by the billows. ‘Tt was
quite dead, and was-dmmediately dragged by the assembled na-
tives beyond the redctr of the sarge: | It presented a most fright-
ful spectacle, exhibitiag fatal proofs of the: terrific struggle
which hiad ensued between this ravenous tyrent of the deep and

the bereaved futher.  He had indeed taken a most signal re-

venge. On the budy of the huge creature were several deep
gaxhes, from one of which the intestines protruded. The knife
had evidently: been plunged into (the belly, and drawn dow
ward with unerring . precision,, presenting an nmmen}s;)s{qund
noarly & yard long, There were also several deep ncisions
about the gills, and below the fins; in short, itis impossible to
deseribe the fearful evidences which_the ‘monster exhibited of
the prowess and dexterity of its determined aggressor, who had
suboldiy perilled his life'to revenge the: death, as it was af-
terwards ascertained,{ of his only child. As soon as the shark
wad drawn to a pln}ce of security, it was opened, when the
head and limbs of /the boy were taken from his stomuch:
The body wus completely dismewbered; and’ the head severed
feom it; the diflevént parts, however; were scaccely at all mu-
tuluted. ' {t would seem that, after separation, they had been
immediately swallowed without being submitted to the preyvious
process of mastication. The moment the father saw the trun-
cated remnins of the little object. of his affection, the habitual
colduess of the Hindoo merged in the tenderness of the parent,
and he for the moment gave way to the agonies of his heart.
He threw himself upon the sand, and mourned his bereavement
: ¢ With sad unhelpful tears; .
but soon vecovering his constitutional serenity, he unrolled his
dripping turban, and having placed the several remains of his
child in the ragged dopository: bore them to his fragile tene-
men) of bamboo and palm-leaves in order to prepare them for
immediate cremation. ‘Upon being asked to relate the particu-
Jars of his encounter.with the shark, he stated, that as soon as
he hiad plunged into the water, which he did a few moments
after the child had been dragged under by his powerful enemy,
he saw the monster in the act of swallowing its victim. He
iastantly made towards it, and struck it with his knife upon the
gills.
) By this time it had completely gorged its prey, and did not at
all seem disposed to enter upon the encounter to which it had
been so roughly challenged. . Having received a second stroke
in the gills, it rose towards the surface,} followed by its assail-
ant, who kept plunging the knife into various pars of its body.
The monster turned several times to seize its adversary, who,
dexterously evading the intended visitation by diving under it,
renewed his attack with the knife. The sharl’s voracity had
been so completely appeased by the meal which it had just made
that it shewed litde disposition to continue the confliet, until
repeated trenchings. from the formidable knife of its determin-
ed foe, roused it to desperate resistance, when it turned again
upon its back, though with less avidity than these creatures are
wont to do, when craving for food; but the man dived rapidly
under it, and watching his opportanity, as soon as the shark re-
gained its natural position, planged the keen blade into its belly
and drew the weapon downwards with all his strength, thus
inflicting that mortal wound which the creatare exhibited upon
the straud.  Afterthis it made a tremendous splashing for a
few monjents, then sank apparently lifeless to the bottom.
Seeing that the strife was at an end, the man made for the shore,
as already stated, and shortly after the huge carcass was cast
upon the beach. -
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PRESERVATION OF THE DEgAp.—The vault under the
tower of St. Michael, in the cathedral at Bordeaux, possesses
the singular property of preserving the human corpse almost
entire; six bodies are placed, standing  or sitting, against the
wall—a horrible and ghastly sight, Some of them are 300
years old; the skin has the appearance of leather, and many
have thieir garments still reémaining. The person who shows
them, an old woman, professes to designate their various situa-

A echanic, and
even to dictate the disease of which each died!

)

HEALING OF THE DAUGHTER OF JAIRUS.
Fresury the'cool brsath of the coming eve .
- Stole through the latice, and the dying girl
Felt it upon her forehend. She had lain
Since the hot noontidé in a breathless trance,
Her thin pale fingers dlasped within the hand
Of the heart-broken Ruler; and her breast
Like the dead marble, white and motionlees.
The shadow of a louflay on her lipest 3!
And as it stirred with (he awakening wind,
"The dark lids lifted from her languid eyes,
And her slight fiagers moved, and heavily
She tarned upon fier pillow. He was there—
The same loved; tireless watcher, and she looked
Tnto his face until her sight grew dim
With the fast-falling tears, and, with a sigh
. Of tremulous weakness murnurmg his name,
She gently drew his hands upon her lips,
And Kissed it as she wept. "The old man sank
Upon his knees, and in the drapery
Of the rich curtains buried up his face—
And when the twilight fell, the silken folds
. Stirred with his prayer, but the slight hand he held
Had ceased its pressure, and he could not hear,
In the dead, utter silence, that a breath
Came through her nostrils, and her temples gave
"T'o his nice touchno pulse:and at her mouth
He held the lightest curl, that on her neck
Lay with a mocking beauty, and his gaze
Ached with its deadly stiliness. 4 &
x hd * It was night—
And softly o’er the sea of Gulilee
Dunced the breeze-ridden rippies on the shore,
Tipped with the silver sparkles of the moon,
The breaking waves played low upon the beach
"Their comstait ninsic, but the air beside :
W still as starlight, and the-Swvigar's voice,
““""In its rich cadence so uvearthly sweet, e
Seemed like some just-born harmony in the air
Waked by the power of wisdom. On a rock,
With the broad moonlight falling on his_brow,
He stood and taught the people, At his feet
Lay his small serip, and pilgrim’s scallop shell,
And staff, for they had waited by the sea
Till he came o’er from Gadarene, and prayed
+ For his wont teachings, as he came to land,
His hair was parted meekly on his brow,
And the long curls from off his shoulders fell
As he leaned forward earnestly, and still
The same calm cadence, passionless and deep, :
And in his'looks, the same mild majesty,
And in his mien the sadness mixed with power,
Filled them with love and wonder. Suddenly,
As on his words entrancedly they hung,
The crowd divided, and among them stood
JAI1RUS THE RULER. With his flowing robe
Gathered,jn haste about his loins, he came
And fixed his eyés owJesus. “Closer drew
The twelve disciples to their master’s side,
And sileatly the people shrank away
And left the haughty Ruler in the midst
Alone. " A moment longer on the face
Of the meek Nazarene he kept his gaze,
And as the twelve looked on him, by the light
Of the clear moon, they saw a glistening tear
Steal to his silver beard, and drawing nigh
Unto the Saviour’s feet, he took the hem

Of his coarse mantle, and with trembling hands

Pressed it unto his lips, and murmured low,
*“ Master! my Daughter,”’ —

* 178 . The same silvery light
That shone upon the lone rock by the sea,
Slept on the Ruler’s lofty capitals
As at the door he stood, and welcomed in
Jesus and his disciples. A was still;
The echoing vestibule gave back the slide
Of their loose sindals, and the arrowy beam
Of moonlight slanting v i

) tmg 1o the marbye floor, «
Lay like a spell of silence in the rooms

As Jairus led them on. With hashine steps

He trod the winding stairs, but ere he tonched

The larchet, from within a Whisper came,

*“ Trouble the Master not—for she is dead."

And his faint hand fe]] nerveless at his side 3

And his steps faltered, and his broken voica.

Chaked in its utterance;—Byy 4 gentle hand

Was laid upon his arm, and in his ear

The Savioar’s voice sank thrillingly and low

*¢ She is not dead — byt slecpetrlz.” s
4Eots They passed in.

The spice lamps in the alabasyxve‘: urns

Burned_dlmly. and the white and fragrant smoke

Carled indolently on the chamber w?llls,

The silken cartains slumbered in their folds—

Not even a tassal Stirring in the air—

And as the Sznvioqf stood beside the bed
And prayed inaudibly, the Ruler heard
The quickening divigion of his breath

s he grew earnest inwardly. There came
A gradual brightness o%er his calm sad face, .
And d!'aWIng nearer to the bed, he moved
The silken cartains silently apart
Ard logked upon the maiden,
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I the horse of Douglas.

- 140 : 28 i TRE.GLEANER, & by i
P s LIM-BR AT TR E, &ci . FROM THE BAPTIST REGISTER, : bt Like a form e -

Of marchless scnli)tvre in her
The lmnen vesture folded ‘on he
And over it her

sleep she lay—
old r breast,
whlk{ transparent hands,

A line of pearl ran throuel, her parted Jj

And in her nostrils, spiritﬁally thil::l,r [
The breathing curve wag mockingly like life;
And round beneath the fuinily tinted skin

ol g 88, and about
{{ir polished neck, scarce touching it; they hung
"1|‘ e airy shadows floating as they%lcpt. ;
¥ wals heavenly beautify|; The Saviour raised
T;r iand from off her bosom, and spread out

e snowy fingers ip his palm, and sajd—

““ Maiden arise!® —
Shot o’er her fo:eh And suddenly a flush

ead, and along her lips
2:3 :l}::’“ﬁ’l‘ her cheeks t),¢ rallied colour ran;
Stirred Stiloutling of o graceful form
; T;I:es‘l:? 'h? linen ure, and she clasped
Fall h?“' 8 hand, apq fixing her dark eyes
on is beaming tountenance—ARosE,
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know’;]L}[;ig&l:.'MUFn’f';' a tale founded on a well
taken as g f’.“‘ Incident, is well told, and may be
A 8pecimen of this department of the
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o gh e Select the few concludin para'_J\l
graphs, Zivin an ,,_.,gm,:r—“
alter his assasgip thcount of Bothwe!hz},; u’s escape
premising, hOWeﬂ ‘on of the Regent % urray, first

is pariisang wae . that the BeZl s erounded by
(‘ o

as Marehi r‘
e Def{m o Vcw,g hrough the public street, |
whilevh'is B nd confident of heaven,” !

S0
murder, ‘ W v, |
front of w hieh 1. vas concealed in a building, i

chthe procession was to pass:
PrECEDED

y by heralgs in their quartered tabards, a-
nm:";:it :;?'i}flang of instruments atﬂi the redoudled cla-
cheaply. pur }‘]"““‘(ude, on a gray, which had been
sheathzdp fc ased at the price of an KEarl’s ransom,
Milan Mu::m head to heel in the tempered steel of
closel} did tl:‘y tame forth, in al] but name a king. So
S the kninhte crowd press forward, that the chargers
Glencdirn wey Solld barely ‘move at a foot's paee.

£ his foll Wasat hig right, and on his left, the truest
3 xsdo owers, Douglas, of Parkhead. The pomp had
})a?se ‘;,““‘)“ced,\the well-known figures had oleamed
setopethe eyeg of Hamilton, like shantoms in a troubled
:’;:ar';’;dt;“:iﬁm SOOHetl'lfgad l"his vietim met his eye, than

: € was at his s )
was turned towards hi N nins,, flthe Regent’s face

S murderer, ang full at the broad!
brow did the avenger point the t;be—the match was

kindled, the finger pressed the trigoer, when, at a word
from Douglas, he turned his head: the massive cerveil-
liere would have defied a hail of liulle:s, and the mo
ment for the deed was lost.—Without a moment’s pause,
without removing the weapon from his eye, or his eye
{rom the living mark, he suffered the muzzle to sink
slowly down the line of Murray’s person. Just below.
the hip, Where the rim of the corslet should have lapped
over the jointed cuishes, there was one spot at which
the crimson velvet of his under o
crevice tn the plates,—a French crown  would had
guarded twice the space, yet on that trifling apertdre
the deadly aim wag fixed. A broad flash was thrown
upon the faces of the group, and ere the souad had fol-
lowed the streak of flame, the gray dashed madly for-
ward, with empty saddle, and unmastered rein. ~ The
conqueror had fallen in the very flush of his pride; and
at the firg( ¢lance, it seemed, he had not fallen singly,
for 5o true hae heen the aim, and so resist)ess the pas-
sage of the hallet, that, after piercine through hisi
vitals, it had power to rend the steel asunder, and slay*
Fora moment there was a &
lence—g short breathless pause—the gathering of thes
tempest!—a yell of execration and.revenge, and an
hundred axes thundered on the steel-clemehed portal.
One instant the avenger leaned forth from the case—
ment in the full view of all, to mark the death-pang off
his prey. He saw the life-blood welling fromrthe
wound, he saw the death-sweat clogging his darkenecf

arb glared through ax,

brow, he saw the bright eye glaze, and the proud lijhw

curlin the agony,—but he saw not, what he had % g4

ed to trace—~remorse—terror'at quitting earth—deaspin
of gaining heaven! He turned away in deepeie br-
ment than the dying mortal at his feet, for he feit "tha't
all his wrongs were now but half avenged! The pre:
sence of his murderer leant double vigor to the arros
of his pursuers,—a dozen flashes of musketry, from the
crowd, glanced on hissight,—a dozen bullets whistled
round his head,—but he bore a charmed life. ‘I'hi
wate shook, crashed beneath the force of the assailants&
Z_fell, and he sprang into the saddle! He locked th!
sally-port behind him, darted through the lonely ga ¢
den, gained the lane, and saw the broad free moors b
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