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ceeding to London to promote a bill for 
the formatiou of a Board for the exami- 
nation of ship-masters and mates. A 
good deal of conversation took place as 
to the desirableness of such a board, and 
its probable effect in securing a higher 
and more uniform degree of nautical 
skill in the commanders of merchant 
vessels, and a committee was appointed 
to act with the Glasgow neputation, con- 
sisting of the following gentlemen: — 
Messrs. G. Grant, W. Patten. Rankin, 
Dnncan Gibb, Whitehead Henderson, 
Nichol, Greenshields, and Rotheram. 

Mr Pierce, 
As you have published the proceedings of a 

meeting held at Newcastle, at 4 o’clock, p. 
m. on Saturday last, 1 claim the privilege of 

your colamns, for the purpose of commenting 
upon what appears by the report, to have been 
said and done there; and while | trust to the 
reasons | ehall advance, to convince strangers, 
I feel confident that the names affixed to the 
proeeedings, will be sufficient proof of their 
fallacy, to the inhabitants of the County. 
To follow the proceedings and speeches 

throughout, and to disprove them in detail, 
would be a task more needless and difficult. I 
shall therefore take up the substance of the 
aspersions against the County meeting, which 
it appears to be—* That it was opened punc. 
taally, and the business despatched speedily:’ 
end the attack upon the Sheriff, viz—* That he 
should not have dismissed the meeting so hass 
tily.” Now, sir, it is true, that the Sheriff was 
called to the chair by the pablic, shortly after 
the hour appointed in the notice, and that the 
business of the meeting at once proceeded; but 
that anything like hurry was displayed by the 
Sheriff, or any person at the meeting, is false. 
The resolations were proposed and seconded in 
the usual manner, and prefaced by the customax 
ry remarks, and so far from haste being appa« 
rent, some of the speeches took longer to deli« 
ver than the resolution of the * second meet- 
ing’ states the whole basiness to have been 
despatched in. The Sheriff frequently stated 
that he would he happy to hear any further 
remarks on the resolutions, and allowed several 
minutes to pass in silence for that purpese, be~ 
fore putting any of the resolutions to vote; and 
the proceedings of the Legislature, on presens 
ting their unanimous address to Sir John, were 
read to the meeting from the Royal Gazette, 
If the business was despatched” speedily, it 
was only because there was little to do, and 
that little was done in an orderly and anani- 
mous manner, and because there were no per- 
#2008 there, who had Electioneering speeches 
ready written, and to be delivered, tho’ foreign 
lo the business of the meeting. But to sup- 
posa for the alge “of argumeat, that the 
bnsiness was dispatched hastily, does it not 
manifest a combination of ignorance, and 
malice, to lay the blame at the Sheriff's door? 
Could not Me. ‘Carman as a lawyer, have 
informed his meeting, that after a County 
meeting had been called, the Sheriff attended 
like another member of the community, and 
with no more power over iis praceedings? 
did he not know, that if the Sheriff was 
called to the Chair, he was bound either to 
accept, or decline it? that if he accepted, tha 
business mast proceed? and if he declined, 
another Chairman would at once be named? 
and whether will he claim ignorance or 
malice, as his excuse, for no! answering, when 
asked, 1f the Chairman could prolong a meets 
ing, after it was moved and seconded that he 
leave the Chair when another was placed in 
it, and a vote of thanks given to him, as its 
former oocapant? but tho’ Mr Carman did not 
state these facts, the public will at once see 
their truth, and cogency, and be convinced 
that ths Sheriff acted with independence and 
impartiality. The equally ungentlemanly and 
false aspersions on the Sherifi’s character, 
contained in the speeches at that meeting will 
require no reply, where he or his accusers 
are known, particolarly, as they may come 
before the County in another shape. Lel us 
now consider, who were the principal voters 
ut this malcontent 4 o’clock assembly. First 
then, we have an unsuccessful candidate at 
the last election! who makes a long rambling 
speech; —says litila or nothing, concerning 
what they pretend to have met for; but wastes 
mach time, in vain efforts to tradace his soce 
cassful rivals, in order to prepare the field (if 
not for success) at least for a more respecta- 
ble defeat, at the next election. Let any 
person read the speech, and say if this object 
of the Orator, be not conspicuous in every 

ssentence, : 
Second on the list, is a disappointed Jus- 

fice of the Peace! who we have more than 
once been told, (and by himself too!) Sir 
John should have ‘made » Jadge of the Common 
Pleas; he calling himself a Senior Magistrate; 
and perhaps, when in a recent editorial, you 
exprassed your opinion that Mr Williston was 
overlooked; you were not aware of the fact, 
that when named asa Magistrate, it was with 
the understanding that it woald ba for the dis 
trict of Bay du Vin, where he then resided; 
aad that it was never dreamt by the Ececutive, 
or its advisers, that ha would get in the Town. 
Next in his noted cliqas, we have too new 
made Magistrates! who perbaps never would 
have baen such, if Sir John Harvey's want of 
knowledge of the place, and people on his first 
landing in the Province; had not been taken 
advantage of; and so forcibly was this trath 
impressed on the parties themselves, that one 

of thom seconded the resolutifon, stating ** that 

Sir John had ‘dene no act to entitle him toan 
address from this County;” they do not say, 
however, that he may not yet deserve an ad- 
dress, for undoing. I would remind these 
Gentlemen of the story of the adder in Asup; 
and while the public assimilate the fact to the 
fable, let them profit by the moral, ere they 
feel its truth,—next, comes a rejected appli- 
cant for the Sheriff’s office! and lastly, to be 
noticed, is the Chairman of this meeting; 
whose excuse fer being in such company, may 
be, that he was trepanned; snd who was 
doubtless placed in the chair, for the purpose 
of securing one Independant man; bat, was it 
consistent in him, to take the chair of snch a 
meeting, when he was at Newcastle, in time to 
have attended the County meeting? and after 
expressing his satisfaction, that the County 
meeting was over? I have now to remiad the 
public, that on the night prior to the Count 
meeting; a privete meeting was held at Chate 
ham; under the cloud of night; to consult, 
whether or not certain persons shoold, in a 
body attend and oppose all measures for ap ad- 
dress, and that some of the parties stated, 
that their intention in going, was to prevent the 
possibility ofany thing being done! and I now 
submit to the public, if such should be the con 
duct of a body of men, among whom were 
three Magistrates and a Lawyer? It will be in 
the recollection of most persons in the commu- 
nity, that on Sir John Harvey’s &rst coming to 
Chatham, a certain few persons, were partica~ 
larly solicitous to obtain his favor; while many 
others were content, with shewing lim thatre- 
spect, which the sovereign’s representative 
should ever receive, from loyal smbjects, and 
which etiquette demanded; it will also be re- 
membered, who were of the solicitoas party, 
and the cause of so great change, can be no se. 
cret, when we consider, that Sir John Harvey 
was then coming into power, and would have 
good things at his disposal, but that he is now 
leaving and nothing can be expected from 
his favor. 

3 VINDEX- 
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European News. 
BY THE BRITISH QUEEN. 

From British Papers to the 10th March, 
ary, received by the Steamer Brit- 

ish Queen, at Halifax. 
London Morning Post, March 10. 

House or Commons. 
Mr Scholficld gave notice that on the 

23d of this month, he would move a reso- 
lution to the effect that the imposition of 
a property tax, instead ‘of then Customs 
and Excise duties that press heavily on 
the middle and industrious classes, 
would be of great public advantage 
On motion of Mr Hume a return was 

ordered, ‘ under different heads, of the 
manner in which the several sums voted 
for the insurrection in Canada, viz., 1n 
1888, £500,000; in 1839, £647,000; and 
in 1840, £553,000; amounting in the 
three years to £1,700,000, were expend- 
ed, also a return of the number of mus- 

kets and other fire arms, of swords, and 
the quantity and kind of military stores, 
sent to and landed in Syria since July, 
1840; and a retarn of the number of En- 
glish, Scotch, and Irish non-commission- 
ed officers and privates in the whole of 
the British army, in each of the years on 
the 1st day of January 1830 and 1840, 
distinguishing the household troops, the 
cavalry, the artillery, and sappers and 
miners from regiments of the line. 
We have received a second supplement 

of the Journal de Smyrne of the 19th 
ult. * It contains the Hatti Scheriff of the 
Porte, despatched to Alexandria on the 
14th ult., conferring oun Mehemet Ali 
the Government of Egypt. 
The Levant mail of the 1st inst. has 

arrived at Marseilles. 
We have received through this chan- 

nel the Journal de Smyrne of the 14th 
and 19th ult., the Echo de "Orient of the 
13th and 14th, and the Oriental Obser- 
ver of the sane dates. The important 
intelligence from Constantinople of the 
18th we give in another place. From 
the contents of the firman it remains 
doubtful whether Mehemet Ali will ac- 
cept the conditions imposed on him by 
the Porte. 
We announced in our columns of Satur- 

day that M. Guizot bad proposed to 
place the Christian population of Syria 
under the protection of the European 
Powers, with a Pacha appointed by the 
Porte. 

Letters from Rhodes of the 19th ult. 
state a serious riot had taken place at 
Calymnog, in that island, and that sever- 
al persons had been killed. The Tar- 
kish Governor had restored tranquillity, 
but no explanation is given as to the 
cause of the disturbance. 
The Egyptian army suffered severely 

in its retreat from Syria, having been 
four days without water. The men and 
dogs bore the privations the best The 
mortality amongst women, chiidren, and 
cavalry was rery great. 

The Manzari Shark of the 19th ult. 
publishers the annexed intelligence from 
Aden:— 
“ Accounts from this place, dated the 

10th instant, state everything to be quiet 
there, and the place rapidly increasing in 
population and gradually improving. 
The regenerator of the Faith, as the bi- 
goted old man was pleased to style him- 
self was totally defeated by the Imaun, 
and Senna taken prisoner and beheaded, 
which had put down the rebellion to a 
considerable extent. The Imaun intend- 
ed in less than a month to attack the sea- 
port towns of Mocha, Hodeida, and 
Zehrid. He is favourably disposed to- 
wards the English. The climateof Aden 
was at the above date delightful, and the 
troops were exceedingly healthy. The 
French had obtained possession of a 
place called Eyd, on the Abyssiniun 
coast, said to be 88 miles in length and 
10 in width. [tis supposed to be their 
intention to form a settlement for com- 
mercial purposes.’ 
The Earl of Mountcashel on Monday 

asked Ministers if the Report of the 
Committee of Foreign affairs of the Con- 
gress of the United States of the 13th Fe- 
bruary last, (which had reference to the 
Affair of McLeod), was genuine—as he 
was inclined to think otherwise, from the 
high opinion which he entertained of the 
practical good sense of the people of the 
United States. Lord Melbourne replied, 
thathe had no doubt of its authenticity. 
Sueerxess, March 8.—The Monarch 

and Vernon have been ordered to expe- 
dite their fitments.—America, it is said, 
1s to Qe their station. 
Porrsmourn, March 6.—The Indus 

and Tweed have gone to Spithead to 
await orders—destined, it is supposed, 
for America. 

CHINA AND INDIA. 
From the Overland Courier of Feb. 1. 
The latest intellicence received from 

China isto the 18th December. At Chu- 
san on the 6th of the preceding month 
the naval commander in chief and prin- 
cipal plenipotentiary issued a proclama- 
tion stating that a truce had been agreed 
on between the Imperial High Commis- 
sionel and himself, in accordance with 
which the British and Chinese forces 
were not to pass beyond certain bounda- 
ries, it appears from documents subse- 
quently published that the limits within 
which this truce is to be held binding are 
confined to the immediate vicinity of 
Chusan and its depencies, and that it has 
no concern whatever with any transac- 
tions that may arise in the waters of Can- 
ton. The Admiral, accompanied by 
Captain Elliot, at Tonkoo Bay, near Ma- 
cao, on the 20th November, and brought 
with him her Majesty’s ships Melville, 
{Vellesley, Blenheim, and Modeste, so 
that the squadron off Canton now con- 
sists of three ships of the line, four frig- 
ates, four sloops of war, and four steam. 
ers. The Blonde and several smaller 
vessels have been left at Chusan. The 
troops at the latter place have suffered 
dreadfully from sickness, of which a de. 
tailed account will be found in a subse- 
quent column. In fact there are no more 
than 600 men fit for duty. We are how. 
ever happy to find that fresh provisions 
have lately been procured in eonsidera- 
ble quantities, by which means the more 
dangerous cases have been diminished 
and considerable amelioration has taken 
place in the health of all. 
On the 21st November Captain Elliot 

proceeded from the anchorage at Torkoo, 
in the Queen steamer, towards the Bogue 
(or the purpose of delivering a letter ad- 
dressed to Keshen by the admiral intima- 
ting his having arrived at the spot, 
which had been previously agreed on, for 
the purpose of adjusting the existing 
differences. Notwithstanding she had a 
flag of truce flying, the Queen was fired 
at by the batteries. This was promptiy 
returnzd by the steamer’s throwing two 
shells into the fort, which are supposed to 
have done considerable damage to the 
Chinese. She, however, returned to 
Tonkoo without delivering the letter, 
which was subsequently forwarded 
through the agency of a mandarin sent 
by the Chinese authorities, to explain to 
the admiral that the Queen had been 
fired on by mistake, and that the act 
arose from the unauthorised conduct of 
an inferior officer. His [xcellency, 
however, insisted on a written apology, 
and threatened, if it were not given, that 
he would attack the Bogue forts. This 
threat appears to have had the desired el- 
fect, and the requisite atonement has 
been made. 

On the 24th of November her Majesty’s 
ship Blenheim proceeded to the Bogue, 
and was shortly afterwards followed by 
the remainder of the squadron with 400 
Madras Sepoys. Everything was prepa- 
red for an attack on the forts in the 
event of any unnecessary hesitation on 
the part of the Chinese in carrying on 

the negotiations, it baving been suspeet- 
ed that Keshen, the Imperial Commis- 
sioner, was purposely delaying his arri- 
val. However, on the 29th of November, 
this functionary made his public entry 
into Canton having previously sent an 
intimation of his approach to the Admi- 
ral. On the same day a letter was ad- 
dressed by Captain Elliot to the mer- 
chants and other British subjects resi- 
dent at Macao, informing them that 
Rear Admiral the hon. G. Elliot, C. B., 
had in consequence of his suffering from 
severe and sudden indisposition, resigned 
the command of the squadron to Commo- 
dore Sir James Gordon Bremer. The 
Admiral having shifted his flag into the 
Volage arrived at Singapore on the 17th 
of December, and left that port for En- 
zland on the 20th of the same month 
The resignation of the Admiral and 

consequent resumption of command by 
Sir James Bremer have been productive 
of much satisfaction to the mercantilein- 
terest in China, it being the general idea 
that the latter officer is likely to act with 
more energy and decision than the for- 
mer. ‘This feeling is, however, consider- 
ably lessened by the consideration that 
Capfain Elliot 1s now the sole Plenipo- 
tentiary, and there does not appear to be 
any one conversant with the state of af. 
fairs in China who entertains other than 
the most contemptible opinion of this 
functiorary’s diplomatic abilities. 

"The accounts which have been receiv- 
ed ofthe proceedings of the Chinese, sub- 
sequent to the Admiral’s resignation are 
of a conflicting nature. It appears that 
the British authorities sent a message to 
Canten intimating that they would wait 
until the 17th of of December for the ar- 
rival of Keshen at the Bogue, and that 
if he did not make his appearance by 
that time, they would seize the forts and 
resort to dther hostile measures; for which 
purpose the squadron had been assem. 
bied at the mouth of the Canton river. 
It was then said that Keshen had sent a 
requisition desiring the British forces to 
withdraw from the Bogue and that he 
also declined holding any direct commu- 
nication with the Plenipotentiary; and 
that all letters were to be addressed to 
the chief mandarin at Macao. Later 
accounts state that this is false, and the 
Keshen and Capt. Elliot have been in 
direct communication; but that the high- 
er classes of Chinese at Canton are so 
loud: in their expression of indignation 
at the very idea of such an exalt per- 
sonage ‘as the Imperial: Commissioner 
condescending to treat personally with 
barbarians, that Keshen has been in- 
duced to conceal the fact, and has even 
denied to the Chinese thut he ever had 
an interview with Captain Elliot at the 
mouth of the Peiho river. 
One thing, however, is certain; Mr. 

Staunton was taken from prison on the 
morning of the 10th of December, and 
brought to the High Commissioner’s re- 
sidence. There he was most hospitably 
entertained and having slept there that 
night, was allowed on the following day 
to proceed to Macao, at which place he 
arrived in safety. 
This looks like an act of concila- 

tion. 
The usual details of Indian intelli- 

gence will be found amongst our extracts. 
Sir James Carnac and family left Bom- 
bay on the 21st ultimo in the yacht 
Prince Regent for 'I'ankariz’ Bunder, 
whence they intended to proceed to Ba- 
roda, and are expected to return to Bom- 
bay about the 10th inst. On the 27th of 
last month a public meeting of the inha- 
bitants was held in the Town-hall of 
this presidency, at which a congratula 
tory address to her Majesty and Prince 
Albert was framed, and will be forwar- 
ded to England by this day’s mail. "By 
the same opportunity a petition will be 
transmitted to the House of Lords, pray- 
ing their early consideration of the sub- 
ject of our present relations with China, 
It has been signed by all the mercantile 
community of Bombay, and expresses in 
firm but temperate lunguage the great 
detriment which has accrued to the come 
mercial interest at this port from the tar- 
dy and indecisive manner in which oper- 
ations have been carried on in China. 

Dost Mabemed is continuing his jour- 
ney towards the south, and wn all proba 
bility will arrive at Loodianab about the 
10th instant, 
The latest intelligence from Lahore 

states that the party of Shere Sing pos- 
sess no power and seem much dejected. 
The Ranee is entively guided by the ad 
vice of the French officers to which the 
native chiefs at present offer no opposi- 
tion. It is very probable that the Gover- 
nor-General will shortly be ealled on to 

interfere, in which ease it is considered 
likely that the provinces of Cashmere 
and Peshawnr will either be taken pos- 
session of hy the British, or made over 
to their ally, Shah Soojab, 


