
THE GLEANER, &c 

think of them properly, I mean. You have 

been into the church? 
x I am going there now, 'the child repli- 

ed. 
¢ There's an old well there, said the sex~ 

ton, ‘right underneath the belfry; a deep, 
dark, echoing well. Forty year age, you 
had only to let down the bucket till the first 
knot in the rope was free of the windlass, 
and you heard it splashing in the cold dull 
water. By liitle and little the water fell 
away, 80 that in ten year after, a second knot 
was made, and you must unwind so much 
rope, ot the bucket swung tight and empty 
at the end. In ten years’ time, the water 
fell again, and the third knot was made. 
In ten years more the well dried up, and 
now, if you lower the bucket till your arms 
are tired and let out nearly all the cord, you’ll 
hear it of a sudden, clanking and rattling on 
the ground below, with a sound of being so 
deep and so far down, that your heart leaps 
into your mouth, and you start a way as if you 
were falling in.’ 

¢ A dreadful place to come on in the 
dark ¢ exclaimed the child, who had fol. 
lowed the old man’s looks and words 
until she seemed to stand upon its brink. 
What is it but a grave!’ said the sexton. 

¢ What else And which of our old folks, 
knowing all this, thought, as the spring 
subsided, of their own failing strength, and 
lessening life? Not one!’ 

¢ Are you very old yoursell’ asked the 
child, involuntarily. 

¢ [shall be seventy mine—next sum- 

mer.’ . 
¢ You still work when you are well? 

¢ Work! To be sure. You shall see my 

gardens heareabout. Look at the window 

there. I made, and have kept, that plot of 
ground entirely with my own hands. By 
this time next year I shall hardly see the 
sky; the boughs will have grown so thick. 
1 have my winter work besides.’ 

He opened, as he spoke, a cupbeard close 
to where he sat, and produced some minia- 
ture boxes, carved in a homely manner, and 

made of old wood. 
Some gentlefolks who are fond of ancient 

days, and what belongs to them,’ he said 

« like to buy these keepsakes from our church 

and ruins. Sometimes I make them of 

oak, that turn up here and there; sometimes 

of bits of coffins which the vaults have long 

preserved. See, bere is a iitile chest of the 

last kind, clasped at the edges with frag. 

ments of brass plates that had writing on ’em 

once, though it would be hard to read it now. 

I have’nt many by me at this time of year, 

but these shelves will be full —next summer.’ 

The chilé admired and praised his work, 

and shortly afterwards departed; thinking as 

she went, how strange it was, that this old 

man, drawing from his pursuits, and every- 

thing around him, one stern moral, never 
contemplated its application to himself, and, 

whiie be dwelt upon the uncertainty of bu- 

man life, seemed both in word and deed to 

. deem himselt immortal. But her musing did 

not stop bere, for she was old enough togthink 

that bya good and merciful adjustment this 

must be human na ure, and that the old sex- 

ton, with his plans for nex! summer, was but 

a type of all mankind, 
Tull of these meditations she reached the 

church, It was easy to find the key ovelong- 

ing to the outer door, for each was labelled 

on a scrap of yellow parchment. Its very 

turning in the lock awoke a hollow sound, 

and when she entered with a faltering step, 

the echoes thav it raised in closing, made 

her start. 
Everything in our lives, whether of good 

or evil, affects us most by contrast, If the 
peace of the simple village had moved the 
child more strongly, because of the dark 
and troubled ways which lay beyond and 
through which she had journeyed with such 
failing feet, what was the deep impression 
of finding herself alone in that solemn build- 

ing; where the very light, coming through 

sunken windows, seemed old and grey; 
and the air, redolent of earth and mould, 
seemed laden with decay purified by time of 
all its grosser particles, and sighed through 
srch and aisle, and clustered pillars, like the 

breath of eges gone! Here was the broken 
pavement, worn so long ago by pious feet, 
that time, stealing on the pilgrim's steps, 
had trodden cut their track, and lef. but 
crumbling stones. Here were the rotten 
bears, the sinking arch, the sapped and moul- 

dering wall, the lowly trench of earth, the 

stately tomb on whieh no epitaph remained, 

—all, marble, stone, iron, and dust, on2 

common monument of ruin. The best work 

and the worst, the plainest and the richest, 

the stateliest and the least imposing—both 
of Heaven's work and Mun’s—all found one 
common level here, and told one common 
tale. 
Some part of the edifice had been a baroni- 

al chepel, and here effigies of warriors stretch 
ed upon their b:ds of stone with fo'd:d hands 
cross-legged—those who had fought in the 

Holy Wars—girded with their swords, and 

eared in armor as they bad liv.d. Some of 

taose knights had their own weapons, helmets 

coats of male, hanging upon the walls hard 

by, and dangling from rusty hooks. Broken 
and dilapidated as tney were they retained 
their ancient form, and something of their 

ancient aspect. Thus violent deeds live after 
men upon the earth, and traces of war and 
bloodshed will survive in mournful shapes, 

long after those who worked the desolation 
are but atoms of earth themselves, 
The child sat down in this old silent place, 

among the stark figures on the tombs—they 
made it more quiet there than elsewhere te her 
fancy—and gazing round with a feeling of awe 
tempered with a calm delight, felt that now 
she was happy, and at rest. She took a 
Bible from the shelf, and read: then laying 
it down, thought of the summer days and the 
bright spring time that would come—of the 
rays of sun that would fall in eslant upon the 
sleeping forms—of the leaves that would 
flutter at tke window, snd play its glistening 
shadow on the pavement— of tbe songs of 
birds, and growth of buds and blossoms out 
of dco.s—of the sweet air that would steal 
in and gently wave the toltered banners 
overbead. What if the spot awakened 
thoughts of death! Die who would, it 
would still remain the same; these sights and 
sounds would s.ill go on as happily ‘as ever. 
It would be nro pain to sleep amidst 
them. 

She left the chapel—very slowly and often 
turning back te gaze sgain—and coming to 
a low door, which plainly led into the tower, 
opened it, and climbed the winding stair in 
darkness; gave where she looked down 
through narrow loopholes on the place she 
had left, or caught a glimmering vision of 

the dusty bells. At length she gainad the 
end of the ascent and stood on the turret 
top. , 
Pont the glory of the sudden burst of light; 

the freshness of the fields and woods, stretch. 
ing away on every side and meeting the 
bright blue sky; the cattle grazing in the 
pasturage; the smoke, that coming from 
among the trees, seemed to Frise upwa.d 
from the green earth: the children yet at 
their gambols down below—all, everything, 
so beautiful and happye It was like passing 
from death to life; it was drawing nearer 

Heaven. 
The children were gone by the time she 

emerged into the poreh, and lecked the door. 

As she passed the school-house she could 
hear the busy bum of voices. Her friend 
bad begun his labors enly that day. The 
noise grew louder, and looking back, she 
saw the boys come trooping ont, and dis- 
perse mselves with merry shou's and 
play. «Its a good thing,’ thought the child, 

«I am very glad they paes the church.” And 
then she stooped, to faney bow the noise 
would seund inside, and how gently it would 
seem to die away upon the ear. 

Again that day, yes, twice again, she stole 
back to the old chapel, and in ber former 
seat read from the same book, or indulged 
the same quiet train of thought, Even when 
it had grown dusk, and the shadows of coming 
night made it more solemn still, the child 
remainert like one rooted to the spot, and 
had no fear, or thought of stirring. 
They found her there at last, and took her 

home, She looked pale but very happy, un- 
til they separated for the might; and then, as 
the poor schoolmaster stooped down to kiss her 
cheek, be thought he felt a tear upon his 

face. 

ARRIVAL OF THE REMAINS OF NAPOLEON 
AT CHERBOURGH, 

The Belle Poule frigate, eommaaded 
by the Prince de Joinville, and which 
has brought back to France the remains 
of the Emperor Napoleon, came to an- 
chor at Cherbourg, on the 30ih ultimo, 
at five oclock in the morning. 
The following is the report of His 

Royal Highness to the Minister of Ma- 
rine:— 
Monsieur le Ministre—As 1 had the 

honour of informing you, I quitted All 
Saint’s Bay on September 14, running 
along the coast of Brazil, with the wind 
at east, but which, having veered to the 

north and north-east, enabled me quick- 
ly to get into the meridian of Saint He- 
lena, without having to pass the twenty- 
eighth south parallel. On entering 
this meridian I was delayed by calms 
and light breezes. 
On October 8, I came to anchor in 

James Tewn roads. The brig Oreste, 
detached by Viee-Admiral de Mackau 
to bring to the Belle Poule a pilot from 
the channel, had arrived the day before. 
As this ship brought me no new instruc- 
tions, I immediately occupied myself in 
executing the orders I had Ana re- 
ceived. My first care was to put M. de 

Chabot, the King's commissioner, in 

communication with General Middle- 

more, Governor of the Island. These 

gentlemen having settled, aceording to 
their respective instruction, the manner 

of proceeding to the exhumation of the 
remains of the Emperor Napeleon, and 

their translation on board the Belle 
Poule, Oct. 15 was fixed for the execu- 

tion of their =lans. The Governor 

charged himself with the exhumation, 
and all that was to take place within 
the British territory. I, by the order of 
October 13, a copy of which I hereto an- 
nex, regulated the honors to be paid on 
the 15th and 16th by the division under 
my command. The French merchant 
ships, the Bonnie Amie, Captain Gallet, 
and Indien, Captain Truquetil, eagerly 
rendered their assistance. At midnight 
on the 15th the operation commenced in 
the presence of the French and English 
commissioners, M. de Chabot and Cap- 
tain Alexander, of the Royal Engineers. 
The works were directed by the lat- 

ter. As M. de Chabot renders to the 
Government a circumstantial account of 
the operations to which he was a wit- 
ness, I conceive that I am dispensed 
from entering into the same details, and 
shall content myself with saying that at 
ten in the morning the coffin was found 
in the grave. 

After having raised it in fact, it was 
opened, and the body was found in an 
unhoped for state of preservation. At 
this solemn moment, at the sight of the 

easily recognized remains of him who 
had done so much for the glory of France 

the emotion was deep and unanimous. 

At half-past 8 o’clock, the guns of the 
fort announced to the ships and vessels 

in the roadstead that the funeral pro- 
cession had commenced its march to- 

wards James Town. The militia and 
the troops of the garrison preceded the 
car, which was. covered with a pall, the 
corners being borne by Generals Ber- 
trand and Gourgand, and Messrs. De 
Lascasas and Marehand, the authori- 
ties and a crowd of the inhabitants fol- 
lowing. 
The gunsoflthe frigate having answer- 

ed those of the fort, she continued to fire 
minute guns.—Frum the morning the 
yards were slung, and the flags hoisted 
half-n.ast high, as signs of mourning, in 
Which foreign ships and vessels joined. 
When the procession appeared on the 
quay, the English troops fermed a 
double line, through whichthe car passed 
slowly to the shore. At the water’s edge, 
where the English lines had terminated, 
I had collected all the officers of the 
French division, waiting, in deep mourn- 
ing and heads uncovered, the approach 
of the coffin. When within twenty 
paces of us it stopped, and the Governor 
advancing to me, delivered up to me, in 
the name of his yovernment, the remains 
of the Emperor Napoieon. 
As soon as the coffin was lowered in- 

to the boat of the [rigate prepared to re- 
ceive it, the general emotion was again 
renewed—the dying wish of the emperor 
Napoleon began to be accomplished—his 
remains reposed under the national flag. 
All sign of mourning was from that time 

abandoned; the same honors whieh the 

Emperor would have received had he 
been living were paid to his mortal re- 
mains, and it was amidst salutes (rom 
the ships, dressed out in their colours, 
and the yards manned, that the cutter, 
escorted by the boats of all ships, pur- 
sued its way slowly towards the frigate. 
On arriving on board, the coffin was re- 
ceived between two ranks of officers un- 
der arms, and carried on tothe quarter 
deck, which had been arranged as a 
chapelle ardente. 
According as you had ordered me, a 

guard ol sixty men, commanded by the 
senior lieutanant of the frigate, did the 
honours. Although it was already late, 
the absolution was pronounced, and the 
body remained thus exposed all night. 
The almoner and an officer kept watch 
by its side. 
On the 16th, at ten o'clock in the 

morning, all the officers and crews of the 
French ships of war and merchantmen 
having been assembled on board ‘the fri- 
gate, a solemn funeral service was cele- 
brated; the body was then lowered be- 
tween decks, where a chappelle ardente 
had been prepared to receive it. 
At noon all was terminated, and the 

frigate was ready to sail; but the draw- 
ing up of the proces verbaus required two 
days, and it was only on the morning of 
the 18th that the Belle Poule and Favour- 
ite were able to get under way. The 
Oreste, which left at the same time, sail- 
ed for its destination. After a prosper- 
ous and easy passage I have, sir, just 
anchored in the roads of Cherbourg, at 
five in the morning. 
Receive, Admiral, the assurance of my 

respect, 
The Captain of the Belle Poule. 

F. D'ORLEANS. 

RUSSIA AND CHINA. . 
The following extract from a foreign pa- 
per, shows the importance of the traffic 
now carried on between Russia and Chi- 
na, and farnishes good reason why Russia 
will not look on quietly, and see the re- 
sources of China crippled and the traffic 
between the two eountries prostrated. 

It may be assumed as a fact that since 
the end of the last century, the traffic be- 
tween Russia and China has inereased 
twelvefold. 'T'he goods received by the 
Russians from China, are principally tea, © HIGHL 
porcelain, raw silk and cotton, silk A mE 
stuffs, nankeens, fruits, preserves, var- © vember | 
nished articles, &c.—Tea, however, be- © a Societ 
yond doubt, the chiefarticle. The whole & with the 
population of the extensive Russian em: & committs 
pire, even to the very lowest classes of & the view: 
society, have during the last fifty years, £1 Const 
become so much accustomed to the use of = Bearers 
tea, that now, from the extraordinary The ¢ 
taste of the people for this beverage, it i$ § labours 
imppossible that the Czar’s- Government ¥ 5 public 
can with patience look on; for if Ching ¥ descend 
should once again shat her gates against § Wednes 
commerce, Russia would, on” account of ¥ pose of f 
the demand for tea, be compelled, aé Acco! 
soon as possible, to re-open them even by ¥ the son: 
force of arms. ¥ semblin 
The goods which the Chinese take in &¥ to join 

exchange, are furs, linen; leather, cloth = its more 
felts, iron wares , and some other cheap ¥ was mo 
Russian manufactures. A great portion = laudabl 
of the Chinese grandees wrap themselves & cause o 
up in Siberian and American furs. The & neral ph 
Mongols living in China near the fron- & lander, 
tiers, make great use of Russian cloths, throng, 
and of her iron wares ard leather. By © attach 
this means China has many subjects who § of Scot 
profit by the trade. The great road § and ti 
lying trom Pekin through the Mongol § apathe 
country, grows every year more populous § Seotch 
from tbe number of Mongol carriers and § Pibroc 
Chinese dealers, who pass on it and set- § Black 
tle near it. The ten millions worth of § their I 
goods which enter from Russia into of his | 

| China, make many friends for, while the moved 
twenty millions that are imported from & try, se 
China, make numerous dependents on § water! 
Russian consumption of their product.  & must t 
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"I'he Courier with the Southern Mail, & the fo 
arrived here on Saturday evening, at & § his co 
o’elock. the | 

1 Noth 
4 proce 

EUROPEAN NEWS. WB this 
Ax arrival at Boston has put usin pos~ & the s| 

session of British news a ‘ew days later & men 
than received by the Acadia. The intel- & other 
ligence thus procuced, is not important: & Key, 
We give below all the extracts furnished § Ports 
by the American prints. + M 

Ehip Elizabeth Bruce, Captain Higgins, Re } rons 

rived at this port yesterday morning, from = bs 
Liverpool whence she sailed on the 9th ul fh 
Being a transient vessel, she brought no filed 
Cuptain Higging haviog only two Liverpos! & 
papers, ene of the 7th and one of the Sth ult. warn 

They contain no intelligence of importance plain 

whatever. The overland mail from India had § first 

not arrived—conseqaently we have nothing © #nd ¢ 

later from China—and the home news is insig. ble 

nificant. From the summary furnished by thy 1 ona, 

Journal and Transcript last evening we or, 8 nied, 

ndebted for what follows. 
E 1 requ 

‘The news of the capture of Acre reached © that 

Alexandria on the 9th, on which day the Pa" doin, 

cha had sent off a courier to Cairo to counters mem 

mand the expedition about to set off for Syria = peoj 

conaisting of 7000 fresh troeps. It 1s reported deed 

that Mehemet Ali had recalled Ibrahim from®  ©ffo 
Syria, and hud offered to submit to his masters & Brit, 

the Sultan 
EF 1 very 

London, Dee. 5.— But little business is do- fron 

ing here this morning, but the maiket is in 85 hea, 

slight degree firmer than at the closs of yester® uns 
derday. 4 Bra 

The Columbia Steamship was advertised !0 ab 

leave Liverpool on the 5th January, for Halll ~~ f0¢ 
fax and Boston, : E den 

« A Cabinet Council,” says tne London Ob 
lay 

server, © is announced to assemble at the Fo nat 

reign Office on Monday afternoon. It is under- et 
. 1 stood that the ministers are to meet for the pur 

pose of deciding upon the day to which Par: I 

liamert shall be farther prorogued. Tt is alse nol 

understood that, on Thursday a Privy Counéil me 

will be held at Buckingham Palace, at which ton 

her most gracious Majesty presides.’ 4 cre 

The Leodon Sun says—-we believe that the 1} 

christening of the Princess Royal will 90% Bri 

take place till after the meeting of Parliamef* nay 

when it will be celebrated with every acco®* cor 

paniment which can give splendour und effec’ = tac 

to the happy occasion. E 1 ard 

France.—The Courrier Francais states that fe 

the ceremony of the Empetor Napoleon's 1 by 

neral is fixed for the 15th inst., and that ths 

number of tiie workmen employed on the p" : 

parations has been considerably increased. 1958 - 

Commerce is of cpinion that it cannot take pl€® = . 

before the 20th. Generals Bertrand and Ge#™ & 

gand, and M. Marchand remain with the Pri / 3: 

de Joinville, at Cherbourg, watching over * - 

remains of the Emperor. i 5 

It is reported that soon after this ceremd?) & 

shall have taken place, Prince Louis Bonap®t 5 

and his companions will be liberated, ue 4 5 

Prince being required to pledge himself 8e¥® 8, 

to repeat his erimiral attempt. . Fo


