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out of the fifty were disappoiuted at the out-
set,

It were to be wished, that this motion of
From the Dial for April IL:‘ or being disgracelul, was confined to vain

3 | young men and giddy maidens of idle habits
THOUGHTS ON LABOUR. {and weak heads, for then it would be looked

THE GLEANER.

¢ God has given each man a back to be upon as one of the diseases of early life, !

clothed, a mouth to be filled, and a pair of | which we knew must come, and rejoice when
hands to work with.” And since wherever  our young friends have happily passed through
a mouth and a back are ecreated, a pair of |it, knowing itis one of ¢ the ills which flesh
hands also is provided, the inference is una. |isheir to,’ but is not very grievous, aud comes
voidable, that the bands are to be used to ibu: once in the lifetime. This aversion to
supply the needs of the mouth and the back. labour, this notion that it is a curse and a
Now, as there is one mouath to each pair of | disgrace, this selfish desire to escape from the
bands, and each mouth must be filled, it fol- | general and natural lot of wan, is the sacra-
lows quite naturally, that if a single pair of | mental sin of ¢ the better class’ in our grest
hands refuses to do its work, then the month | cities, The children of the poor pray to be
goes hungry, or, what is worse, the work is | rid of it, and what son of a rich man learns
done by other hands.. "1n the one case, the | a trade or tills the soil with bis own hands?
supply:tailing, an ineonvenience is suffered, | Many men look on the ab:lity to be idle as
and the man dies; in the other he eats and |the most desirable and honorable ability.
wears the earnest of anotber man's work, and | They glory in being the Mouth that consumes

" 1 | d =
g0 & wrong is inflictéd., The law of nature | no that we Yet one would
is this—* [f a man will not work neither skall | suppose a wan of useless hands and idle head,

rld, where each thing
for all; in the midst ot the toil and
sweat of the human race, must needs make au

he eat.” Still further, God bas so beautiful- | in the midst of God’s w
ly woven together the web with
warp of Fate, aud its wobf of Free-will, tt

in addition to the result of a man’s do

ia 1 4{\4'.. 1atl M 1. el
{ apology for his sloth, snd wouid ask pardon

s
when faithfully done, there is a satisfaction ¢ violating he common law; and withdraw-
’ ’ »
and recempense in the discharge thereof, | ing bis neck from the general yoke of buma~
In a rational stite of t Duty and De- |1 Still more does he need an apolegy
light travel the same ro i ¢ is aslive r in getting into Lis hands
band. Labor hs >work. But itis not so.
10 is rich enough to be idle, va-

etimes hand in |1

1lis of other

res

0 are agre The man y
e vt DT
3 Ib Lhe WOrK Ii- j iues

self on his]

able, for there e nl and what is worse

rers value bim for Active men must
j-gifts of Heaven, are l make a shamef
scattered abu in life  Thbus the kinds | working men for 1
ness of our friends, the love of our children,
is of itself worth a thousand times all the
pains we take on t

: asu . {
self. These unexpected compensations, the {0
gratuities and

‘use for being basy, and
eir toil, as if husiness and

toil were not the du'y of ali ar

the support

of the weorld. In cer

ded horizontal

diy > two classes, the

¢ men who Rurg,

the working man a blessing over and above | and the latter despise the empioyment of the

the natural result which he looked for. The ) former as mean and ling, It is the

duty of labor is wri'ten on man's body, in the slave's duty to plough, said a Heathen poet,

stout mugele of ¥ and a freeman's b 288 to er
I

chinery of tb

heir account. Labor, in
like manner, hasa refl ctive act on, and gi'.'e-]
1

men who Wokxg

arm, and the delicate ma- .
and,  That it 15 congenial | t0e fruit of that plot 1t is a remnant

to our naty from of those barous times, en all labor was
which chil themse! to it, and | PETIOrmed by r i , and ex-|

pleasure in the work itself, without re-| ¢®piion from toil was the exclusive sign of
rard to its use. The young duck does n t | the freeborn, But this notion, that labour is |

political institutions as it does with 2ommon
1S writ on man., An

was 80 far

: i
than the Loy to the work which goes on a- |
round him. There is some work, which even
d the city fop lova to |

t senze, and the law C

]

1 author; centuries before

the village sluggard an | ; ) was
do, and that they only can do well. These ned on this point, as fo see the true
b 3 : |

. Y . f Biontés
two latter facts show that labour, in some | “/8UILY oOf
|

yhto

manu l'i

15 well pleased with honest works; be suffers

degree, is mo less a pleasure than a duty, and

. < he labouring r ho nl vhe the oarth hy
prove that man is not by nature, a lazy ari- | {0¢ labouring man, who ploughs the earth by
st noble. [f

1 : 3 s ’ » vall 2a 1ife
mal, who is forced by hunger to dig and spin, | " got and day, to call his * i :
Yet :there _are somie who ceunt labour a | €18 good and true, he offers coutinual sacri-
curse @nd a punishment. They regard the
necessity of woik. asthe greatest evil brought
on us by the ¢Fall;' as & carse that will] ™ g Y :
cling to ourlast sand. Many submit to this | P21t to state the case on its least favorable is-
. s A, e admit it wera th a disgrac
yoke, and toil, and save, in hope to leave | 4% “"’“‘t| :t were bot “ o disgrace and .
their posterity out of the reach of this priwmi- | €UT3¢; Would a triue man desire to escape it
tive curse for himself, and leave the curse to fall on
s T X : The generous
Others, «till more foolich, regard it asa Hrig® s
disgrace. Young men—the chil

dress as iu his heart.?
Manual labour is a blessing and a dignity.

men? Certainly vot.
soldier fronts death, and charges in the can-
s mouth; the coward who lingers be-
1, If laber were hateful, as the proud

ren of bo-

noi

and toil-hardened hands, bear up the burthen hir . : :
of the world on their shoulders, and eat with | ¥° 1ld have us believe, ”Ic? t\m‘yv 4
thavkful bearts their daity bread, won in the | V3 burdens, and feed and clothe the human
sweat of their face—are ashamed of their fa
ther’s occupation, and forsuking the plongh,
the chisel, or the forge, seek a livelihood in
what is sometimes named a more respeetable
and genteel vocation: that is in a ealling

race, and fetch carry for them, should be
honored as those have ever been who defend
wl:'i\'!y in war. If it be g‘.urimn, 18 the
world fancies, to repel a human foe, how

Le to be honored who stands

much meor
up when wants comes upon us, like an armed

r g 1
han their | @an, and puts him to rout?—One would

suppose the world was mad, when it bowed

nds less of the

which dex

often less of the head lil i

fathers’ hard craft; for that imbecility wbich

drives men to these callings, bas its seat most-
A (

hands, and quite

il reverence to those who by superior
cunning possessed themselves of the

ly ina bigher region than the hands.
anced damsels heg their lovers to discover |
or invent some ancestor in buckram who did
not work, The Sophomore i
is ashamed of his father who wears a blue |

f.")

earnings of others, while it made wide the
mouth and drew ont the tongue of sueh as do

B4t e 3
the world's work., ¢ Without these,” said

3 ‘e } H | ’
an ancient, ¢ cunnotacily be m'n‘uh:u, but

{
|
in a small college |

they shall not be sought for in public coun-

) . k
¢k, and his dusty brother who toils with R - 4
e - oe ] ik be congregation.’ ar
the saw and the axe, These men, after they | C'ls nor it 11‘,uylll thie un;u.‘ tion, ‘q
: o ; » yso few men and women who are misnamed
have wiped off the few men and women Who

't and soot of their ear= | ;
the World, in their wisdom have

Ll
ly life, sometimes hecome

confirmed

né coxcomns, 7.4 . 3 S Y
the saying, Thus they bouor ikose who sit

and sianding

e the heads of Hermes wi
out hands, having only a mouth, make faces |10
A state W

188 and ease; they extol such as defend

arms, or those who collect m
1e result of Asiatic or A

to serve the state

at such a: contioue by slain
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handi vork. Some one relates an anecdote | t0EIT DANGS
2 men

tt industry, but paas by

corn and catt

which illustrates quite plait

s 3y 2
Is foohish de-

: vho rear and weave and
sire of young men to live without work, [¢| Who Treal e ¢

build for the whole human

. L dnd and fis}
hapnened ‘in one of our lirge towns, that a | $pin, and fisa

Shopkeeper and a Blacksmith, hoth living ju | Tace. Ye
’ 1

tYhe v
ey ex. le 8
the same street, advertised for an 13 some s the sl
’ * 1 ' * v i e——
ain Sbbieiiezecs and > trim figure
on the same day. In agiven fim . S . ol sither
J :in't 2. neitl

\fl‘i youngsters g')f\' Hab
and not ore to the Smith. Buat this story | toils nor

) - s ¢}
7y $2a¢ forty miae :

a3 a terii

men are |

joy ut leisure |

3 f . lise 9 ifliobe aa ek nr
more naturally betake itself to the water, | isgraceful, conflicts as sharply with our|

vork, and to say—¢ God |

fice to God, and is not so lustrous in his |

te of labour were so |

! fore Colliers and Farmers, and bless them as \
{ the Lenefactors of the race. Clristianity has\
| gone still farther, and makes a man’s great- |
| ness consist in the amount of service le ren-|
| ders to the world, Certainly beis the most |
i honorable who by his head or his hand !
| does the preatest and best work for his race.

| The noblest soul the world ever saw appear-

| ed not in the ranks of the indolent: but ¢ took

oh him the form of a servant,” and when he

| washed his diseiples feet, meant something not
| very generally understood perbaps in the

| nineteenth century.

Now manual labor, though an unavoidable

naturally both a pleasure and a dignity, i.s
often abused, till by its terrible excess, it
Lecomes really a punishment and a curse.
It is only a proper amount of work that is
a blessing. Too much of it wears out the
body before its time; cripples the mind,
debases the soul, blunts the senses, and chills
the affections. It makes the man.a spinning
{ janny, or a ploughing machine, and not ¢a
{ being of large discourse, that looks before
| and after.’ He ceases to be a man, and be-
| comes a thing.
| “In a rational aud natural etate of society,—
that is, one in which every man went forward
towards the true end ke was designed to
reach, towards perfection in the use of all
his senses, towards perfection in wisdom,
| virsue, affection, and religion,—laber would
never inleriere with the culture of what
g in each man. His daily business
{ would be a school to aid in developing the
| whole man, nature and xpiri‘, because he
| would then do what nature fitted him to do.
i Thus his business would be really his calling
The diversity of gifts is quite equal to the
liversity of work to be done. There is some
one thing which each man can do with plea-
sure, and bet‘er thaa any other man, because
{ be was born to do it. Then all men would
| labor, each at his proper vocation, and an
excellent farmer would not be spoiled
to make a poorlawyer, a blundering physician
or a preacher, who puts the world asleep,
Then a smail body of men would not be

‘

13 N 151)
ipered 1o indolence,

row up into gonty |

of inertia; nor would

thizssness and di

! the large part of men be worn down as now
| by excessive fatigue before half their life is
spent. They would not be so severely tasked
as to have no time to read, think, and con-
verse, When bhe walked abroad, the labor.
ing man would vot be foreed to catch mere
| transient glimpses of the fowers by the way
| side, or the stars over his head, as the dogs,
| it is said, drink the waters of the Nile, run-
ininq while they drink, afraid the crocodiles
should seize them if they stop. When he
looked from his window at the landscape, dis-
tress need not stare at him for every bush,
He would then bave leisure to cultivate his
mind and heart no less than to do the world’s
work.

In labor as in all things beside, moderation
is the law. If a men transgresses and be-
comes infemper in his work, and does no-
thing buttoil with his hand, he must suffer,
We educate snd improve only the faculties
we employ and eultivate most what we
use oftenest. But if some men are placed in
such circumstances that they can use only
their hands, who is te bLe blamed if theyare
ignorant, vicious, and without God? Cer-

tainly not they. Now it is as notorious as

the sun at noon day, that such are the c
men,  As society ad.
vauces in refinement, mere labor is needed
to supply its demands, for bonses, food, ap~

cumstances of w

parel, wnd other things must be refined and
1 2 . yearls
luxarious, It requires much more work,

duty, though designed as a blessing, and!

his ow~N work. Thus 1f Absalom wishes for
sweet cakes, the trouble of providing them
checks his extravagant or unnatural appetite.
But when the mouth and hand are on different
bodies, and Absalom can coax his sister, or
bribe his friend, or compel his slave to furnish
his dainties, the natural restraint is taken from
appetite, and it runs to excess. Fancy must
be -appeased, peevishness must be quieted; and
so a world of work is needed to bear the bur-~
thens which those men bind, and lay on men’s
shoulders, but will not move with one of their
fingers. The class of Mouths thus commit a
sin, which the zlass of Hands must expiate.

Thus by the tl‘eachery of one part of so-
ciely, in avoiding their share of the work: by
their tyranoy in increasing the burthen of the
world, an evilis produced quite unknown in a
simpler state of life, and a man of but common
capacities not born to wealth, in order to
insuro a subsistence for himself and his family,
must work wirh his bhands se large a part of
his time, that nothing is left for intellectual,
moral, @sthetic, and religious improvement.
He cannot look at the world, talk with his
wife, read his Bible, nor pray to God, but
Poverty knocks at tha door, and hurries him
to his work. He is rade in mind before he
begine his work, and his work does not
refine him. Men have attempted long enough
to wink the matter out of sight, but it will not
be put down. It may be worse in other
countries, but it is bad enongh in New England,
as all men know who have made the experi~
ment. There must be a great sin somewhere
in that state of society, which allows one man
to waste day and night in slugzishness or
riot, consuming the bread of whole families,
while fiom others, equally wellvgifted and
faithful, 1t demands twelve, or sixteen, or
even 13 hours of hard work out of the 24,
and then leaves the man so weary and worn,
that he is capable of nothing but sleep—sleep
that is broken by no dream. Still worse is it
when this life of work begins so early, that
the man has no fand of acquired knowledge
on which te draw for mental support in his
hoars of toil.  To this man the blessed night
is for nothing bat work and sleep, and the
Sabbath day simply what Moeses commauded
a day of bodily rest for Man as far as his Ox
and his Ass. Man was sent into thiz world to
use his best fagulties in the best way, and
thas reach the high'end ofa man. How can
he do this while so large a part of his time is
spent in unmitigated work? Truly he eanoot.
Hence we see, that while in all other depart-
ments of natnre each animal lives up to the
meaeure of his organization, and with very
rare exceptions becomes perfect after his kind,
the greater part of men are debased and
belittled, and shortened of half their life, «o
that yon ara surprised to find a man well
educated whose whole life is hard work. Ifa
man is placed in such circumstances, that he
can use only his hands, they only become
broad and strong, If no pains be taken to
obtain dominion over the flesh, the man loses
his birthright, and dies a victim to the sin of
society.

No doubt there are men, born under the
worst of circumstunces, who bave redeemed
themselves from them, and obiained an excel-
lence of intellectual growth, which is worthy of
wonder; but ihese are exceptions to the gene-
ral rule; man gifted at birth with a power al«
most superhaman. It is not from exceptions
that we are to frame the law.

Now to put forward the worst possible as-
pect of the case. Suppose that the present
work of the world can only be performed nt
this sacrafice, which is the best —that the work
should be dons as now, and seven-tenihs of
mon and women should, ns the unavoidable
result of their toil, be cursed with extremity
of iahonr, and ignorance, and rudeness, and
unmanly 1if:, or that less of this work be done
and, for the sake of a wida spread and gen-

h e, to fill the mouth and ¢luthe the
back, than in simpler times, To aggravate |
tke difficulty, some eseape from their shar2 of
this labor, Ly superior intelligence, shrewd-
ness and canning, others by fraud and lics, or
by inheriting the resu't of these qualities in
their ancestors., Still farther, this class :)fi
mouths, forgetting how hardit is to work, and
not baving their desires tor the result of labor
gweat necessary to salisfy

checked by

living

btk 16 ¢ y
vicsriously by other men's
¢

hands, retuse to he content with the simple !
| gratitication of their natural appetites, So |
{ eanrice takes the place of Naturg, and must |
I vl"‘.‘) he gatisficd Natural wants are few, bat

| to artificial degires there is no end, When

each man pays the natural price, and so earn
)

|
| what he gets, the hand stops the mouth, and

| the soreness of thetoil corects the excess ()k.
d if it do not,
man'

| Senses. DBut as yet we are slaves
| )
| 808 overlay the soul. We serve brass and ma-

arous calture, we eleep less softly, dine on
buwbler food, ¢well in mean houvses, and wear
louther like George Fox? There is no doubt
what answer Common Sense, Reason, and

I ¢ : . . . .
Christianity woald give to this question, fo;

wisdom, virtue, and manhood are as much bet~
ter than sumptaons dinners, fine apparel, and
splendid houses, as the Soul is better thay the

The sen~

hogany, beefand porter. The class of Mouths

| oppresses the claes of Hands, for the strongest

and mostcanning of the latter are continuallv
pressing into the ranks of the former, ard
while they increase the demand for work, leave
their own share of it to be done by others,
Men and women of humble prospecta in lie,
while building the connubial nest which is 1o
slter them and their children, prove planly
enough their thraldom to the senses, when such
an oatlay of upholstery and joiners’
demanded, and g0 lutle is » quired
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