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Afier some conversation and objections be- 
ing urged against going into the consideration 
of the Bill for restraining the operations of ths 
Gth Section of the Civi List Bill, the House 
agnin resolved itself nto commitiee. 

Mr Fisuer said if he bad thought gentle- 
men would have urged on the consideration 
of the subject that morning, he would have 
been prepared with a section, that he wished 
to introduce with reference tu the gran's of 
land to half pay officers, but having been 
forced on in the manner it had, he should pros 
pose other amendments. It would be remem- 
bered that he moved an address, prying hat 
lands might be disposed of without paying for 
them immediately; but that payment should be 
made by instalments. From the terms of the 
Civil List Bill, it was not in the power of the 
Execative to comply. Last session, be'intro- 
daced a bill into the house, which was passed, 
but was afterwards lost in the Council, for mo- 
difying the terms on which lands were to be 
granted to actoal settlers, These was another 
reason why the consideration of the sabject 
should have been delayed. — There was a com- 
mittee on emigration, und which weuld pro- 
bably report on the beat manner in which the 
wild lands of the Province, should be granted, 
and inmigration promoted; and if the House 
were serious on those subjects, they wonld 
attend to the suggestions of that committe. 
The house had learnt from a despatch which 
was seat down a day or two since, that any 
Bill altering the mode of granting or disposing 
of lands, must be passed with a suspending 
cliuse. With refurence to the payment by in- 
stalments, the learned gentleman snid the 
members of the committee probably had not 
made up their minds; and if he could have 
a section introduced relative to half pay officers 
he should net have gone further; as with re. 
ference to their grants the bill for taxing wild 
lands would vot meet the evil. The lor. aud 
learned member for Kent had sail, there were 

no petitions before the hevse complaining of 
the operations of the present Act. Bat had he 
furgotten that on a former session. the table 
was loaded with petitions ngainst the duty on 
timber. And if the bill before the commiites 
were to pass for two yesrs lenger, he should 
despair of having it altered. Le said he had 
yesterday expressed himself very fully on the 
subject of grants to half pay officers, a boon 
voluntarily granted to them, when the hearts 
of the Representatives of the people, as had 
been stated, were overflowing with love and 
loyalty. Ifit werp granted merely as a reward 
for past services, without any reference to 
the settlement of the Provinecs, then every 
serjeant and soldicr shoald have a similar al 
lowancs, according to their rank. If the 
House were earnest in their desire to reform 
the abuse to which he alluded, cansed by the 
locking up of large blocks of land, which were 
granted to officers who had no intention of 
sotiling, let them accompany the gift with the 
farms upon which it was made, and let those 
gentlemen understand that unless they would 
sottle the land they should net haveit. And 
these terms should be embodied in a bill; for 
unless that were done, there was no chance of 
any reform taking place in this respect. If the 
dose must be swallowed, let there be seme im- 
provement in the mode of administering it. 
He shoul! therefore 1ry an amendment with 
reference to instalment, which he had hastily 
prepared, although for the sake of peace, as he 
had before observed, ho should have limited 
himself to the grants of land to haif pay offi- 
cers. Ho know thers were objections to be 
urged against creating crown debts; but from 
his experience on the subject, he was sansfiad 
that one of two things must happen,-—oither 
the instalment system must be adopted, or 
the number of squatters mast increase. This 
was the case at present, and he know of many 
places where persons had set thomselves down 
without any authority; becanse the amount of 
purchase money was required apen ths delivery 
of the grant. But even if crowy dabts were 
created, the public had the best security in the 
improvament of the land and the industry of 
the settler. [iis object was to encourage emis 
gration and promote the settlement of the Pro. | 
vines: and if by a mora libaral moda of grant. | 
ing lands, persens could ba induced to g» back | 

Into the woods, and commence clearing tham, 
the population of the country must increase 
More rapidly, and grast public benefit would 
be tha result: as many of the best settlers in the country had received their lands by instal. 
meaty, 

| preputed, when 

Mr StreeT e2id he had torned his atten- 
tion to the subject, and as he had agreed with 

| the learned geoteman who had just sat down, 
as related to the instalment system, he had 

| prepared a eectien, which he thought would 
| meet his views. It would howaver be neces- 
cary to alter the tile of tbe Bill, 2nd having 
| repealed the objectionable section to introduce 
(another The great objection to the present 
Bill arose from the Governor in Council not 
heing vested with a discreticary pewer to 
graut land, npon payment by instalment in any 
case; he was desired that this should be given 
them, and that it should not be necessery to 

expose lands at poblic sale. The terms upon 
which lands are now granted he said, operated 
against the setilement of the country, as many 
valoable settlers were driven away from the 
Province, because ttey could not pay down 
the purchase woney on lands New the sec- 
tion he proposed introducing, gave authority to 
the Executive government te sell at private sule, 
to thosa who were setiled on lands subsequent 
to the.passing of the act of 1837, withont the 
#anction of government, as that act merely res 
ferred to hose who were seitled before that 
time; and it also empowered them to dispose 
of lands upon such terms as they might deem 
proper. ‘This would enable them to encourage 
the settlement of the Piovince, und to dispose 
of land to an individual either upon payment 
of the money down, er wpon paying for the 
same by instalments; and would prevent emis 
grants from leaving the country. It had besa 
orged by his honor the Spesker, that persons 
coming inte the country, who had not the 
means of purchasing land, should obtain em- 
ployment, until they cenld save encugh for 
that purpose. This might answer with refer- 
ence tosingle men, bot men having families to 

support could not do this, and the practical 
operation of the present system afforded evi. 
dence of that. But if they conld pay for land 
by instalment, their families could be employs 
ed, and in the course of a few years, they 

would be able to pay for their land. Bat if 
this were refased, their families would be kept 

habitations, expused to every temptation. The 
Tearned gentleman eaid, from facts within his 
own observations, he was satisfied that the 
present plan militates against the settlement of 
the country; and they should look upon that 
object as one of equal importance with the 
obtaining a revenne; because these people by 
improving and celtivating the land, were enav 
bled to purchase datible articles. It was not 
men of capital who were doing this, but those 
who by necessity wera compelled to laboar; 
and every man who was thas occupied, con 
tributed to the increae of the revensve. He 
knew of numerous instances, where persons 
Led gone on land without authority, and in 
two years had enhanced its valae five fold, 
besides sapporticg their families. He recollects 
ed a man of the name of Murphy, whom he 
met the second year after his arrival in this 
coantry—and who had set down on land with 
out obtaining a grant. Ye subsequently made 
application for the land, which was at first re- 
fused, but afterwards complied with, and he 
had geno on with his improvement, and paid 
up his arrears, The learned gentleman said 
he mentioned this instance to show the fallacy 
of persons waiting till they understood the 
natare of the country, by which means their 
families would be kept in idlensss and drink. 
ing, whereas if they went on land, they would 
become ambitious, and be out of the way of 
temptation. The Governor in Conncil there- 
fore, should have tha power to dispose of lunds 
in all cases for actual settlement, opor sach 
terms as thay shon!d think proper; by which 
good would be produced in every respect, ihe 
difficulty that now exists would he removed, 

the cause of hamanity promoted.— With re« 
ference to that part of tha act which aoplied 
to half pay efficers, no practical evil had been 
felt in the county which he represented, from 
tha manner in which grants were made. 
There might be eases in other parts of the 
Provinee, where they had left the country, but 
probably that was owing to their having ex- 
hansted their means, as their education and 
habits seldom fitted them for the life of a far. 
mer. Such resvits therefore could not have as 
injurious effects, as flowed from the operation 
of the first section of tha Act, of which every 
day’s experience satisfied him more fully. And 
when ha heard henble members from St. John, 
who spent their time in that eity or at head 
quarters, express the sentiments which had 
been uitered, he regratted thit they had no 
extended the sphere of their observation, and 
witnessed the practical effects of tha plan at 
present in operation. [If they did, he was ea- 
tisfied his honour the Speaker woald alier his 

idle, and be wasting their lives in miserable 4 JR ; ’ | Inwier and then leave it —T'o remedy this in~ 

mind, and would say thata discretionary pows 
er should be exercised, and would coincide 
with him, And as the members of the Execu- 
tive Council were actuated by patriotic mo- 
tives, he was satisfied of the fact, thatany ad- 
ditional duty which might 1hus be imposed, 
would not weigh upon their minds, when they 
perceived how much more beneficial would 
be a more enlarged policy. If only some half 
doz:n settlers were secured to the Province, it 
would be productive of advantage to the coun. 
try. And when he considered the beneficial 
resnlts that had flown from the effects of the 
instalment system in the section of the Province 
which he represented, and where it had come 
under his notice, he could not refrain from 
the expression of an earnest hope that the 
motion would be carried. 

Hon, Mr Jounston said he did not think 
the course which it was proposed te pursue 
was a proper one; and if this alteration 
was carried, the next step would be to propose 
1 reduction of the daty on timber and logs. He 
thought it woald be more advisable to introduce 
another Bill. The question before the com- 
mittee was, whether lunds should be paid by 
instalments: and’ the learned gentleman for 
Northumberland who had gone into the subject 
at great length, had only produced one solitary 
instance of any beneficial resnlts he had wit- 
nessed. For his part he wanted nothing more 
to satisly hims:1f of the injurious consequences 
of the instalment system, than the 700 cases 
raported by the Attorney General, where three 
instalments remain vopaid, and that if it were 
attempted to colleet the arrears, the expeuce 
would exceed the amount that was due. When 
he was made ncqnainted with this fact theres 
fore, he fel: suti/fiad thay the instalment system 
was a bad one. [It would be better at once to 
survey the land, and to say to persons desi~ 
reus of settling, that there would be no charge; 
for besides the first payment no menvy would 
be received. It had been stated that no loss 
would result to the Province from instalments, 
as the land would still remain with whatever 
improvements would have been msde. But 
what secarity would there be that lands would 
nct be taken wp in this way fer lumbering 
purposes, and that parties wenld not after puy- 
ing the first instalment, strip the land ef the 

convenience, however, it had been proposed 
that a certain quantity of land should be clear 
ed, before an individual should obtain a grant, 
by which epecalations of that nature would be 
Ty Bat even if the measure was not 
isble to these objections, ha was afraid that if 
any such alteration were made, the Bill would 
he lost elsewhere; and that instead of lands 
being obtained as at present, they must be 
disposed of at auction. ln Lower Canada, 
the metalment system had been abolished, and 
a fixed price had been set on lands there. With 
this information before the House, members 
of the committee must be satisfied that the 
system operated also injurionsly here, and he 
was therefore opposed to the proposed alteras 
tion. 

Mr ConwerL was desirons that the lande 
should be paid for by instalments. The pro~ 
sent mode of granting lands he suid, had pro. 
duced much discontent in that part of the coun 
try which be represented; and hs had koown 
persons go across the lines, in eonsequence of 
the difficalty that attended getting lands in this 
Province. With reference to single men the 

plan might operate well, but in cases where 
persons had large families, he was convinced 
it would be a great benefit to the country if 
lands could be obiained in the manner propo- 
sed. With respect to large tracts of land held 
by half pay officers, whereby the advancement 
of the country was retarded, it was a crying 
evil, and even where roads were running 
through them and enhancing their value, the 
expence mast ba borne by the Province. When 
this boon was granted, it was under the im- 
pression that they would settle on the lands; 
and ia that case there would bo no objec. 
tions to such grants. The hon, member for 
Queea’s thought the present measure would 
lead to anther, altering the duty on timber 
and logs, but for his part, he was satisfied that 
should remain at its present rate, 
Mr Exp said it appeared that the proposi« 

tion of the hon. gentleman who had introduced 
the subject, divided itself into two parts—the 
objectionable manner in which he considered 
lands were granted to half pay officers, and 
the introduction of the instalment system in 
tha disposal of them to actasl settlars. ‘The 
latter however was the only motion before the 
committee, and he hoped gentlemen would 
confine themselvas to the subject under discus- 
sion, and for the preseat turn their atrontion 
solely to the instalment system, and if after 
fair debate it appeared to be the prefsrable 
mode, be hoped the committee would adop: it, 
There was one very remarkable circumstance; 

[al the members in favour of the proposed al- 
teration in the manner of granting the lands 

{of the Province, had witnessed the exertions 
that had been made by persons who had obs 
tained land in this way, and whose success in 
life bad come under their own observation. 
And it struck him that their opinions should go 
a great way with the committee, and should 
make a proper impression on the minds of 
other gentlemen, who had not an opportanity 
of judging in this way for themselves, I'he 
learned gentleman said he must admit that 
were he in possession of a colony having a 
| better climate, or were he for the first time 
| ubeut to introduce settlers, he should be more 
| disposed to introduce the Australian plan, and 
he would seduce to it not only the labouring 
classes, but also the country goatleman, and 
he would make the price of land proportionally 
high. But thie country had been very generals 
ly settled by poor people, many of them Irish, 
although he did net undervalue the exeriions 
and industry of other descriptions of settlers. 
It therefore came to this, that the mode of 
granting land, must be adapted to the means 
and necessities of those persons who come to 
the Province.—He did not wish te flatter the 
hon. gentleman for Queen’s, (hon. Mr John« 
ston) when he said that to his opinions he 
always paid the utmost deference: bot in this 
instance he begged leave to differ with him. 
That gentleman had spoken of the 700 failares, 
but he had not brought the question fairly bes 
fore the committee. He said nothing of the 
70,000 successful persons. For his part he 
wished to hear both sides of a question before 
he came to a decision. It must be admitted 
he said, that the country had been improved 
by poor people. It was not the rich proprietor 
or capitalist that improved the country. And 
he would apply to the parchase of land, the 
same rule that applied to the ordinary cen- 
cerns of life. Ifa person wanted an article, 
and had not the means of purchasing it, he ob= 
tained it on credit, and he would opply that 
to the obtaining of lands. He had known 
people who came to the Province utterly des- 
titate, and it was saying a good desl for a coun - 
try, when persons who come to it in rags and 
wretchedness, can in a short time place them- 
selves by their own industry in comforiable 
circumstances. It was delightful to see persons 
thos unknown and unassisted settle down, and 
create for themselves thriving erops, and pro- 
care ample subsistence for their growing fami- 
lies. If the present system was to be pursved, 
the poor man must obtain advances from the 
merchant, and he, Mr End, would much rather 
that he should have the government for his eres 
ditor, who was always a merciful creditor, than 
be at the mercy of his fellow man. The sen 
timents of Sir Rebert Peel, he said, had been 
very properly quoted on the preceding day, by 
the learned member for Northumberland, who 
had said that a government should rather turn 
ita attention to the settlement of a country 
than the increasing its revenue. 
The learned gentleman said, he would ras 

ther dispose of land by instalment, than give 
it for nothing: —he wished 10 see persons pay - 
ing for their title; as people did not seem to 
realise the valuo of an article which they 
obtained for nothing. Ho could bear testimony 
to the correctness of the statements made by 
the learned member for Northumberland, with 
reference to poor men who obtained lands on 
the intsalment system, and which he hoped to 
see renewed: for it was lamentable to ses the 
subjects of Her Majesty passing from these 
shores, to become hostile citizens of another 
state; and who if facilities were afforded for 
the settlement of lands in this Province, would 
not go farther, for the man who weuld settle 
down in the wilderness, possesses more moral 
conrage than the man who went into action. 
As had been properly observed, it was to be 
lamented that the members of the Executive 
government did not visit, distant parts of the 
Province, and become acquainted with the 
state of those settlements which were avery 
where springing up; and if his boner the Speak 
er would accompany him, he would show 
him thriving farms, that would vot have heen 
in existence, had it not been that their 
owners obtained the land by paying for it in 
instalments. The hon. Member for Queen’s 
had alluded te the abandonment of the instal 
ment system in Lower Canada, but there the 
price of lands had been fixed at six shillings 
and four shillings an acre 1f they were to 
have the samo system in this country, let them 
also have the climate. This country he said 
bas improved rapidly, and at present wes in a 
floarishing condition.—But they muet thank the 
poor man for it. The learned gentleman cons 
cloded an eloquent speech, by refering to a 
man ut New Bandon, where there was much 
individeal industry and censequent succees, 
upon whose behalf he had made a represents 
tion to the Execotive, and was a little surprised 
to find himself mentioned in the Royal Gue 


