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from her chamber down the staircase and 
along the entry, and that she was obliged to 
take refuge in the streets.’ 

MYSTERIOUS FORMS AND SIGNs. 
Before an heir of Clifton, of Clifton, 

sleeps in death, a sturgeon is always, it is 
affirmed, taken in the river Trent. This in« 
cident, like many others, becomes important 
from ita eonsequence. The park of Chartley 
is a wild and romantic spot, in its primitive 
state, untouched by the hand of the agricul- 
turist, and was formerly attached to the royal 
forest of Needwood, and the honour of Tate 
bury, of the whole of which the ancient famis 
ly of De Farrars were once the puissant lords. 
Their immence possessions, now forming part 
of the duchy of Lancaster, were forfeited 
by the attainder of Earl Ferrars, after his de- 

feat at Burton Bridge, where he led the re- 
bellious Varons against Henry III, The 
Chartly estate, being settled in dower, was 
alone reserved, and handed down te its pre~ 
sent possesdon. In the park is preserved in 
primitive purity, the indigenous Staffordshire 
cow, small in stature, of a sand white colour 
with black ears, muzzle, and tips at the 
hoofs. In the year of the battle of Burien 
Bridge. a black calf was born, and the down- 
fall of the great house of Ferrars happening 
atfthe same period, gave rise to the tradition, 
which to this day has been held in veneration 
by the common people, that the birth of a 
party-coloured calf from the wild breed in 
Chartley, 1s a sure omen of death within the 
same year to a member of the lord’s family. 
A calf of this description has been born when. 
ever a death has happened in the family of 
late years. The decease of the last Earl and 
his Countess, of his son Lord Tamworth, of 
his daughter Mrs William Jolliffe, as well as 
the deaths of the son and heir of the present 
nobleman and his daughter, Lady Frances 
Shirley, have each been forewarned by the 
ominous birth of a spotted calf. In the 
spring of a late year, an animal perfectly black 
was calved by one of this weird tribe, in the 
park of Chartley, and this birth also has been 
followed by the death of the Countess. 

United States. 

Another Conflagration in New York 
—the beautiful National Theatre in 
Ruins!—The following account is taken 
principally from the New York Tattler 
of Saturday—the editor of which paper 
appears to _haye been one of the first on 
the ground. 
Just as we had passed the Junction of 

Leonard Street and Broadway this morn- 
ing, the cry of fire called us back to see 
the flames bursting from the roof of the 
National Theatre over the stage. Be- 
fore we turned the corner of Leonard 
street, thick smoke burst also from the 
roof over the front of the building. We 
mention the apparently immaterial per» 
sonal facts to show how completely the 
building was on fire in the interior be- 
fore it broke out. When the flames burst 
out first it was with the rapidity of a 
flash. No smoke preceded the fire in 
volume sufficient to attract notice; and in 
a yery few moments the whole length of 
the roof was in a blaze. 
The fire was discovered about a quar- 

ter past seven—at eight the work of des— 
truction was complete or nearly so. 
During the fire the rear wall fell upon 

ihe roof of the three story brick building 
next adjoining on Leonard street ewned 
by Mr Pitcher, and occupied by Julia 
Brown, crushing in the roof and burying 
beneath the ruins a young woman by the 
name of Margaret ——, who lodged in 
the upper part of the building. ‘The 
gaudy formtare thrown from the upper 
windows was essentially demolished— 
but there are no tears te shed on this 
occasion. Had the whole been burnt, 
including the house and scerching the 
house, no great harm would have been 
done. ' 
The French Fpiscopal Protestant 

Church was injured in the roof by fire, 
and in the interior by water. The 
dwelling houses next 1t, Nos 103, 105, 
and 107 Franklin street, were damaged 
by the fall of the wall of the Theatre, 
and the Dutch Reformed Church in 
Franklin street, adjoining No 107, took 
fire also 1n the roof but wus soon extin- 
guished. The African Church on the 
corner of Leonard and Church streets, 
opposite the Theatre, caught also in the 
roof, but the fire was soon checked there 
and with little damage. 
The weight of the conflagration was 

confined to the Theatre, which was com- 
pletely burnt out. On two cides walls 
have “fallen, except where tha French 
Church suppurted them. The front 
walls in Church and Leonard streets, 
were still standing after the fire was 
conquered, but in so dangerous a- position 
that we presume they are ere this thrown 
dawn. 
We are at a loss to know, if a watch 

was kept, how the fire could have eb- 
tained such head way, for we noticed on 
first arriving on the ground, that the 
windows in the upper part of the corner 
on Leonard street, farthest from the fire 
were smoke stained. 
The origin of the fire was probably the 

act of an incendiary. Last evening at 
five o'clock, the manager, who had just 
arrived from Philadelphia, found the 
house on fire in nine or ten places; in the 
prompter’s box, the ticket office, under 
the stairs leading to the apartments oc- 
cupied by Mr Russell, the Treasurer, 
and family, in a room in the second sto- 
ry, recently occupied by Mr Wilson, and 
in the Turkish saloon, under the Thea- 
tre. 

Spirits of turpentine was found abun- 
dantly sprinkled inall these places, and 
while the search was in progress, a bun- 
dle of friction matches was thrown from 
an upper window of the building in 
Leonard street. The incendiary is sup- 
posed to be a man named George Shiers, 
an employer of the Gas Company, who 
assisted in lighting the house at nights. 
This individual had been frequently 
heard to threaten the establishment in 
consequence of a reduction of his salary, 
at which he expressed bis indignation, 
saying at the same time, © there’ll be fire 
about the house,’ and yesterday he told 
one of the choristers that there © would 
be no api at the house to night.’ 
Upon Shier’s arrest on searching his per- 
son, keys were found which would afferd 
him access to every part of the house. 

From the New York Herald. 
Highly important from Washington— 
War with England probable at last. 
‘The United States Gazotte of yester- 

day has the following astoundiag state- 
ment:— 

. Highly Important.—Extract of a let- 
ter, dated, Washington, May 26, 1841. 
Much surprise has been expressed by 
the public, that our minister in London 
should have taken upon himself the re- 
commending the immediate return of our 
squadron from the Mediterranean. 
This enterprise will in some measure 

cease, when I inform you that Mr. 
Stevenson had information that the Bris 
tish Government had transmitted in- 
struction to the Admirals on the Ameri- 
can station, ordering them immediately 
upon receiving authentic information 
that McLeod, an officer of the British 
army, had been executed, to proceed on 
the coast of the United States, and to 
set fire to, and bure down, onr cities 
and towns on the whole coast. 
There is every reason to believe that 

this statement is true. We may as well 
prepare for war as not. 

The United States Congress assembled 
at Washington on Monday the 8ist ult. 
The Hon. John White, of Kentucky, 
was chosen Speaker of the House of 
Tacs The message of Mr. 
Tyler is much shorter than the messages 
of the American Presidents generally 
are. He alludes very briefly to the 
foreign relations of the country, the fol- 
lowing paragraphs being all that relate 
to that subject. 

¢ A correspondence has taken place 
between the Secretary of State and the 
Minister of Her Britannic Majesty ac- 
credited to this government, on the sab- 
ject of Alexander McLeod's indictment 
and imprisonment, copies of which are 
herewith communicated to Congress. 

Th addition to what appears from these 
papers, it may be proper to state that 
Alexander McLeod has been heard before 
the Sapreme Court of the State of 
New York on his motion to be dis- 
charged from imprisonment, and that 
the decision of the Court bas not as yet 
been pronounced. 
So fr as it depends on the course of 

this Government, our relations will be 
sedulously cultivated with all nations. 
The true American policy will be found 
to consist in the exercise of a spint of 
justice to manifested in the discharge of 
of all our international obligations, te the 
weakest of the family of nations, as well 
as to the most powerful. Oceasional 
conflicts of opinioa may arise, but when 
the discussions incident to them are con- 
ducted in the language of truth, and 
with a strict regard to justice, the source 
of war will for the most part be aveided. 
'T'he time ought to be regarded as baving 
gone by when a resort to arms is to be 
esteemed as the only proper aibiter of 
national differences.’ 

The President had transmitted to Con- 
gress a long correspondence between Mr 
Fox and ‘Mr Webster, on the imprison- 
ment of Mr McLeod, and the burning 
of the Caroline. Mr Fox had, it appears, 
in a note of the 12th of March by com- 
mand of the British Goverument demans!- 
ed the immediate release of Mr Mcleod. 
Mr Webster objects to this, and states 

that his Government has not changed 
the opinion heretofore expressed to Her 
Majesty’s Government of the character 
of the act of destroying the Caroline, 
Our time and limits do not permit fur- 
ther notice at present. Mr Webster 
closes the letter as follows:—T'he Pre- 
sident instructs the undersigned to say, 
in conclusion, that he confidently trusts 
that this and all other questions of differ- 
ence between the two Governments, will 
be treated by both in the full exercise 
of such a spirit of candour, justice, and 
mutual respect, as shall give assurance 
of the long continuance of peace between 
the two countries.’ 

Boston Daily Mail, June 5. 
Important Diplomatic Correspondence. 

—1he New York papers of yesterday 
publish in full the correspondence be- 
tween Mr Webster and Mr Fox, which 
formed a part of the documents accompa- 
nying the - President’s message. The 
letter of Mr Webster to Mr Fox is pro- 
nounced by both friends and foes to be a 
masterly document, and worthy the dig- 
aL! of the greatest Republic on earth. 

he correspondence comprises three 
official letters; one from the British Min-~ 
ister to the Secretary of State, demanding 
the immediate release of McLeod, on the 
ground that the act with which he is 
charged was one committed under public 
and competent authority, and for which 
therefore he cannot be held personally 
responsible; a second from the Secretary 
of State in reply, conceding the princi- 
ple asserted by Mr Fox, but showing that 
the enforcement of that principle, in the 
case at issue, does not belong, in its pre- 
sent stage, to the government of the 
United States, but to the judicial tribu~ 
nals which properly have cognizance of 
the matter; and the third from the Secre- 
tary of State to the Attorney General, 
setting forth the views of the United 
States Government and instructing him 
as to the course required of him as the 
Government’s legal adviser and officer. 
The communication of Mr Fox had 

already been made public in part; and 
the farther portion now produced exhibits 
nothing of particular interest except a 
covert menace—which menace is an- 
swered by Mr Webster with a dignified, 
temperate, bat sufficiently explicit inti- 
mation of the confidence entertained by 
the government of the United States in 
its ability to vindicate the national honor 
and defend itsell against aggression. 
The Secretary of State repudiates the 

application of the term * pirates’ to those 
American citizens who foolishly and cri- 
minolly took part in the Canada’ rebel- 
lions; showing, moreover, that abundant 
precedent for their conduct has been af- 
forded by British subjects, and that no 
imputation whatever rests upon the go- 
vernment of the United States, either of 
having sanctioned or instigated, or failed 
in endeavours to prevent, the wrongful 
acts in which they became participators 

New York, May 31. 
Letter from Alexander McLeod to the 

Editor of the Scottish Journal. 
Dear Sir,—~My attention has been often 

called to several false allegations relative 
to me that have become part of the his- 
tory of the McLeod case; one that I had 
boasted at Lockport that I was at the 
burning of the Caroline, and was the ac- 
tual murderer of Durfee, and that the 
indictment has been found and ulterior 
proceedings predicated on said boast. 
The absurdity of the allegation was 

so apparent, I thought it unworthy of 
notice. Even a Lockport jury would not 
indite a man upon any such assertions. 

I never said 1 was at the destruction of 
the boat, or any thing of the sort; nor 
does any witness against me say that he 
ever said that I ever said such a thing, 
till after they heard I was arrested. 

I was indicted at Lockport a few days 
after the burning of the boat along with 
several others and I am the only person 
that was directly sworn to on that oceca- 
sion, as having been recognised at the 
boat, which can be seen by reference to 
the evidence taken before the Grand Ju- 
ry in 1838, mn the Secretary of S:ate’s 
office at Washington. 

I was arrested on the 24th day of last 
September. Kept two days and nights 
a prisoner as a felon on that in lictment. 
I applied to a judge on a writ of Habeas 
Corpus, and alter an examination held ip 
Lockport on the 23th September, [ was 
discharged, as there was a mistake in 
the indictment, the christian name being 
Angus in place of Alexander McLeod. 
I then said to Mr Woods the prosecu- 
ting Attorney, before the judge and a 
number of people; * Sir, I believe this 
indictment was intended for me, and al- 
though I am now discharged in conse. 
quence of the misnomer, yet as | have 
business of importance to me in this and 
the adjoining county to settle, I am anx 

J — 

ious to refute the charge of murder and 
arson, that has been broiight against me 
by the patriots, of which I am no way 
guilty, and if you or they will bring an 
indictment to maturity against me at your 
Court next month, and write to me the 
day of trial, I will attend with my wit- 
nesses and clearly prove that I had no 
participation in the destruction of the 
Caroline. 
The Circuit Court at Lockport passed 

over, and Img received no notice, | 
thought I might fairly return and settle 
my business without fear or molesta- 
tion. 

I was two days and nights publicly in 
Buffalo. I remained one night atthe 
Eagle Tavern at the Falls, and came 
on the 12th November to Lewiston—was 
just about to cross to Canada, when I 
was arrested by a constable with a crowd 
at his heels. I then found Major Gener- 
al Handy of the patriot army and all his 
staff, and a large number of patriots were 
assembled against me. ‘The investiga~ 
tion continued until the 18th, when 1 was 
committed. There was no lack of evi- 
dence against me, and they could have 
had as much more to order as they res 
quired. I proved an ailbi certainly, 
but that was no use. Seeing the hands 
I had got into, I was determined to use 
every means to get free. I was brought 
up again cn the 12th December, before 
a judge, by writ of habeas corpus, and 
the examinations continued until the 
81st December. I again proved an alibi, 
but it would not do —However, the 
judge, with the consent of the patriots, 
consented to admit me to bail, myself in 
$5000 and two sureties in $5000. After 
great trouble I found bail which was 
perfected but the patriots had altered 
their minds. They surrounded me with 
fixed hayoutetn, placed a 12 pounder in 
front of my cell—threatened my bail 
with death—took the judge out of his 
bed at midnight in a bitter cold night, 
and marched him in slow time to their 
assembly at the point of the bayonet; 
they hac a band of music at the jail door, 
playing the rogue’s march, yankee'doodle, 
&c The patriot meeting declared their 
session permanent till my bail gave me 
up which was done by one of them only, 
the other refusing to succomb to the 
threats of this selfeonstituted body. This 
assemble, which at one time amounted 
to 2000 men, broke up after having spent 
18 hours in speechifying, firing of small 
arms, &c. 
Cn the 6th of February the Grand 

Jury found a true bill, and as one of them 
‘told me upon very strong prima facie 
evidence. This Jury appeared decent 
looking men—they investigated the case 
three days, examined about twenty wit- 
nesses, out of some hundreds, that bad 
been subpeened for the peaple. 

1t is long since I incurred the dislike 
of the patriots, and severely have they 
punished me, far mure than the public 
are aware of. 
On the 13th Dec. 1837, the Executive 

Committee and provisional government 
of the State of Upper Canada were or= 
ganized in Buffalo.—On that day a 
printed handbill was published, offering 
a reward for my apprehension, and dis- 
persed along the frontier—notwithstund- 
ing, I went to Buffalo on the 24th of 
December, 1837; was mobbed that night 
—next morning Pierce A. Barker, Mayor 
and Collector, called on me with a num- 
ber of Magistrates and others. Con- 
versing on the war then raging on the 
frontier, I remonstrated on the impro- 
priety of the people, of Buffalo, organ- 
1zing armed bodies of men making can- 
non balls, fitting out steamboats, and 
other acts of war, against Canada, and 
pointed out to him that the Caroline 
was then loading with arms and muniti« 
ons of war for beligerants on Navy 
Island; and as certain as she did carry 
to them such articles, an attempt would 
be made by ty the Canadians to destroy 
her wherever she might be found. Mr 
Barker said he ‘would not grant a port 
clearance to leave Buffalo harbor until 
arms, fc. were discharged. The Caro- 
line hud, therefore to put her arms on 
shore again, to be sent to Schlosser by 
land. T'bere, by the oath of her owser 
on my trial, she took on board a canmnen, 
a number of armed men, muskets and 
bayonets, &c. and conveyed them to the 
patriots on Navy Island. 
During the time I was in conversation 

with the Mayor and magistrates of Buf 
falo, about "10 o’clock, en Christmns 
morning 1837, a person of the name of 
Bull, a patriet, came into the room with 
a bag of feathers in his hand, and re- 
quested my presence outside to get tar— 
red and feathered. I soon after went 
outside and found about 1,000 people 

collected in front of the inn, with a tar- 
barrel ready. 

I hinted to the Mayor the necessity I 
thought there might be of keeping a few 
of the arms in Buffulo, instead of sending 


