
|
 

wh 
e 

es 
1S 
to 

Id 
of 

» 
L
b
 

_-
_ 

at
 E
a
 

o
c
 

J
 

ae rr — 

THE GLEANER, &c 271 

knighthood upon him. Several foreign~ 
ers of distinction has visited the work. 

ORIGINAL. 
“ Facts are apt to alarm us more than 

the most dangerous principles.” 
Junius. 

Mr Pierce; 
As Sir John ‘Harvey has left the Pro- 

vince, it may be thought I should say 
nothing more on the subject of his ad- 
ministration; but as my remarks princi- 
pally apply to the House of Assembly, 
and my business is to note their recent 
acts, and compare them with those of 
former years; I must be excused for oc- 
casionaily making use of his name in his 
absence, which I shall do as seldom as 
possible. I have mentioned Sir Archi- 
bald Campbell, net because I admired 
him, or his administration, ‘but as all 
things are good or bad by comparison, I 
consider his was good in comparison with 
Sir John’s. 

It is by beacons and land marks, that 
the wary mariner is enabled to avoid the 
rocks and shoals, and to guide his bark 
with safety to her haven; and if the pre- 
sent administrator of the government will 
but recard the independant Press, and 
the independant and disinterested con- 
stituency of the Province, as political 
beacons and landmarks, he will be ena- 
bled to avoid the rocks and shoals among 
which his predecessor became entangled, 
and discharge the duties of the important 
office he is called upon to fill, with credit 
to himsell and satisfaction to the public. 
If his Excellency will but condescend to 
read my former eters he will find there 
recorded facts, from which he can.draw 
his own conclusions; bat whether His 
Excellency, or those whose business it is 
to correct abuses, will read my communi- 
cations or not, I shall still proceed to re- 
cord the doings of the honorable House, 
and perhaps hereafter offer some remarks; 
at present I must trouble you with a few 
fos figures and extracts from the Jour- 
nals. 

In 1835 the House of Assembly addres- 
sed his Majesty, and stated as their opi- 
nion, that the salaries of certain officers, 
were entirely beyond the circumstances 
of the country to afford, and beyond 
those allowed officers of great responsibi- 
lity, of provincial appointment; and re- 
ferred His Majesty to a schedule, in which 
they fixed the governor's salary at £2, 
currency,—the Provincial Secretary at 
£600, and the indoor establishment of his 
office at £500. They further stated, 
“That the Treasurer of the Province (an 
office of great responsibility and labor) 
received an ennual salary of £600 cur- 
rency, per annum, besides allowances for 
a Clerk, Office hire, and contingencies 
of about £300.”. The Treasurer now 
receives £750, and last year ihe allow- 
ance for a Clerk and contingencies, 
amounted to more than £600, making a 
trifling difference between 1835 and 40 
of £460. Last Session the following sums 
were veted by the House: 
Treasurer’s Salary £750, Office Contingencies 168, 
Clerk, 800, 
Messenger, 150, 

£1,363. Here then, they allow £300 fof one clerk, 
the sum allowed for the whole indoor es- 
tablishment of the Secretary’s Office, 
where three clerks are employed, and to 
whom the Secretary pays £410, or about 
£147 cach... The total amount of the 
income of the Attorney General in 1889, 
including fees, wns £875, out of which 
he pays the expences of bis office, and in 
order to enable him to devote the neces- 
sary attention fo the duties of his office, 
he 1s compelled to decline private prac- 
tice. By these comparisons I do not 
mean to contend for large salaries, but 
for equity. Last Session the subject of 
salaries was again taken up, and the 
salary of the Secretary and Attorney 
eneral recommended at £600 currency, including fees; now if the duties of the 
1 reasurer have become so arduous since 
1335, as to make it necessary to increase 
his allowance, the duties of those officers 
mast bave also increased, and therefore 
there should be a corresponding increase 
of salary; but I am inclined to think the 
great moving cause of this increase is the 
fact -of the Treasurer, and an honorable 
Member and Executive Councilior, hav- 
ing married sisters, who have the honor 
to be Nieces of the Honorable Speaker 
I hope I shall never see the Secretary of 
the Province, and the Attorney General, 
the humble slaves of the House of Assem. 
bly, and seeking additional compensation 
fom them, for services performed. Let 
© salaries of all public officers be fixed, 

And let them be in proportion to the ser- 
Vices required, and rot to the eonnexion 
OF Interest of the incumbent. 

The Members in providing for their 
friends, have not forgotfen themselves, 
although they appear to have forgotten 
their arguments during the cry for re- 
trenchment; they then fixed their own 
pay at fifteen shillings per day, but not 
to exceed £30; now they receive twenty 
shillings per day, and to extend to £50. 
Formerly the Clerk of the Legislative 
Council received £50, and twenty shil« 
lings per day, the ordinary length of the 
session then being fifty days, would make 
the salary £100—the present clerk re- 
ceives £200. The Clerk of the House 
of Assembly formerly received £100, and 
twenty shillings per day—he now re- 
ceives £200, besides a variety ol perqui- 
sites included in the contingent bill. 
The Assistant Clerk of the Council re- 
ceived £25, and the Assistant Clerk of 
the Assembly twenty shillings per day— 
they wow receive £100 each. Their 
Chaplain formerly received £20, but the 
present one is either a greater favourite 
than his predecesser, or his duties, from 
their accumulated sins, haye become 
more arduous, as he gets £25. In 1832, 
the Chairman of the committee on Public 
Accounts (J. R. Partelow) received £60 
for services performed by him during the 
recess—this has become an annual and 
increasing grant—Ilast year it was £150 
Among the extraordinary grants of the 

two last sessions is £5,500 for widening 
the streets in the city of Saint John; £800 
return duties on articles of American 
produce and manufacture imported into 
the Province, £700 of which is duty on 
bricks and fire-proof materials, imported 
into Saint John. There 1s another item 
of £15 to the Stageman to the House of 
Assembly, for duties paid on a pair of 
horses and a coach, imported from the 
United States. This grant I presume 
was made by way of encouraging the 
Agricultural interest of the Province; it 
may with truth be said, that that inters 
est is not fairly represented. £12 15s is 
also granted for duties paid on manufac- 
tured American trunnels, imported from 
the United States for the great Bridge 
at Sackville—this is by way of encoura- 
filng the manufactures of the country. 
The Grant is no doubt a very correct and 
proper one, as there is no wood in this coun- 
try. 

In 1836 when you went to Fredericton 
and reported, and published the proceed- 
ings of the House daily, they made you 
the liberal allowance of £30; and at the 
close of the session resolved that they 
would, at their next session, allow £100 
for the daily reports, provided two good 
and sufficient reporters were employed; 
this session they have granted Mr Ward 
£140 for reporting the debates in his 
newspaper, semi-weekly. The only cha- 
ritable construction I can put upon this 
grant is, that they have allowed him £40 
for the Reports, and £100 for his labour- 
ed Editorials, and incorrect statements; 
you were not the right stuff for them, or 
they would not have imprisoned you for 
telling the truth, which you are too much 
addicted to, to obtain their favour—Mr 
Ward suits them much better. Last 
vear I am informed he received £150 as 
Assistant Emigrant Agent, an office as 
wuch required at Head Quarters as at 
Point Misco; and in addition te all this, 
they have voted him £50 for what they 
are pleased to call ¢ an account of New 
Brunswick,” but which the author calls 
‘an account of the River Saint John.’ 
From the wording of this grant, and the 
manner in which we are treated on this 
side of the Province, one would really 
suppose the legislature considered the 
River St. John as constituting the whole 
Proviace. Then, if my information be 
correct as to the £150, Mr Ward has 
received out of the revenue of the Pro- 
vince £340 for writing in favour of the 
present (or [ may now say the late) ad- 
ministration. '[ find £130 granted to 
Mr Chubb for printing Dr. Gesner’s and 
Dr. Robb’ Reports, not one copy of ei- 
ther, as far as | can learn, has found its 
way to this side of the Province; thus, by 
overpaying some editors, and prosecuting 
and imprisoniug others, ihe House has 
pretty well succeeded in suppressing the 
free expression of sentiment. This year 
they have cranted the enormous sum of 
£1,495 to John Simpson for printing. In 
1831 £60 was granted for printing the 

. Laws, this year £150 has been granted 
towards thaty duty. This and similar 
grants were formeily made to the Exe- 
cutive, but of late, during our * new and 
improved constitution,’ the house have taken 

the patronage inlo their own hands, and 
make these grants direct to the parties. 
In 1835 they allowed Mr Holbrook £85 
for compiling the Census returns, a duty 
which could be performed in one week, 

this year they have allowed him £50 for 
the same service. These are but a few 
of the extraordinary grants of the house, 
and my heart sickend in recording such 
lavish expenditure of the people’s moneys 

There are others that are worse than ex- 
travagant, evidently made witha view 
to obtain popularity, and influence elec- 
tors. 
During the cry against the Quit rents 

we were told that the King had no right 
to them; that he was merely a trustee, 
and held the lands for the benefit of his 
subjects. The Members of the house 
should recollect that they are our Repre- 
sentatives, and hold the revenues of the 
Province for our benefit as well as their 
own. 

MONITOR. 
Miramichi, May 8, 1841. 
Lo 

contemplation, but that it was his: duty as the 
Representative of her Majesty in these Pros 
vinces to guard the interests of every inhabi- 
tant in them, and he had already written home 
to recommend that no changes might be made 
for which adequate time should not be given 
to the parties interested to prepare. His 
Excellency promised to forward the repre- 
sentations he had received upon this subject. 

“It is only from the Budget statement of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer that we ‘shall 
learn the precise nature of the changes to be 
proposed, if any, in the regulation of the Fo~ 
reign and Colonial Timber Daties.—~From that 
stateraent we shall learn the exact financial 
condition of the mother country and her @n- 

TAR 23 

MIRAMICHI. 
Tuespay Morning, Max 4, 184]. 

ARRIVAL OF THE MAIL. 
The Courier with the Southern Mail 

arrived on Monday afternoon, at 2 
o’clock. 

THE TIMBER DUTIES. 
Tre subject of the equalization of the 

Duties on Foreign and Oetbial Timber, 
is again agitated in the mother country, 
and we understand, there is every reason 
to fear, that great exertions will be made 
by the friends of the measure, to carry it 
through Parliament. y 
Among our extracts to day, will be 

found the examination of Mr M‘Gregor 
before a Select Committee of the House 
of Commons. This gentleman says, 
notwithstanding he is a warm supporter 
of the scheme, that the contemplated al- 
teration of the duties would ruin New 
Brunswick. We thank him for this true 
remark. Depiive us of this trade, and 
you at once take {rom us, the means by 
which all classes of the people procure a 
livelihood. 
By it, the emigrant on his arrival in 

the country, easily obtains labour. By 
it, the new settler isenabled to dispose of 
a few cords.of lathwood, and tons of 
timber, cut on his own land, during the 
inclement season of winter, while all 
Agricultural operations are at a stand, 
which supplies him with the means of 
procuring the necessaries of life, while 
preparing his land for culture. By its 
operations the farmer obtains a remu- 
nerating price, and ready sale for all the 
produce of his farm, which encourages 
him to persevere in his calling. And by 
it, the merchant 1s enabled to pay the 
British Manufacturer for the large im- 
portations of Goods which are yearly 
shipped to the Provinee. Take from us 
this trade, and thousands who now make 
a comfortable livelihood will “be utterly 
ruined, and compelled to seek a home in 
some other part of the world. 
By the following “extracts, which we 

copy from the Montreal Courier of the 
19th ult., it will be seen that the inhabi- 
tants of Canada are bestirring themselves 
in this matter. The suggestions of the 
editor, in the last paragraph are well 
worthy the serious consideration of the 
mercantile bedy of this Province. 
“A very respectable deputation of Mer- 

chants headed by His Honor the Mayor, waii- 
ed upon the Governor General on Friday las, 
with a petition frem the Montreal Board of 
Trade declaratory of the alarm entertained by 
that body at the reported intentions of Her 
Majesty’s Ministers to propose to Parliament a 
reduction of the daties on Foreign Timber, 
and praying his Lordship’s interference to pre- 
vent or postpone the Execution of any such in 
tention if really contemplated by the Home 
Government. ’ 

‘* The hon. P. M“Gill, at the same time pro- 
sented u petition from Bytown most numerously 
signed by the * Merchants, Traders, and inha- 
bitants interested in the Trade of the Ottawa 
River.” This petition referred to evidence of 
an erroneous nature given before a Select Coms 
mittee of the House of Commons respecting the 
Timber Trade of Canada, and pointed out the 
importance of this Trade as well to the British 
American Colonies as to the British Manufac- 
torer at home, of whose commodities tu the 
amount of Three millions sterling wers annnally 
consumed by this portion of the Empire. The 
petition also adverred to the utility of the Lum- 
ber trade in opening op the Agricultpral resonr- 
ces of tha country, its valaa as a Narsery for 
Beamen for the mother country in the 1200 
ships which it annoalty brings across the At. 
lantic to the Port of Quebec, arid the facilities 
afforded to emigration in the low rate in which 
vessels coming to the St. Lawrence for Timber 
could afford to bring out Passengers. The pe- 
titioners prayed his Lordship’s interferedce to 
avert any change in the Trade, and if vrsuc- 
cessfol ini that, to represent the propriety and 
justice ef time being given to realize and withe 
draw the large amount of capital invested in 
the Trade before nsasures far its dimunition 
or extinctioa should be carried into effect. 

* His Excellency received the deputation in a 
very cordial manner. He said that he bad not 
received any official infornsation respeating | 
the details of the measures alledged to bein 

SCHEDIASMA. |, 

| 

pend , and the projects of the State. Ia 
the meantime as ramours are abroad upon the 
sabject, and considerable activity has been 
latterly evinced by a party which, in the in~ 
terests of the British consumer, claims a new 
adjustment of the Timber duties, it is the 
husiness of all engaged in that trade in this 
Conatry to be stirring and in the field. It is 
the duty of every interest to be watchful over 
its own prosperity and rights; and representa- 
tions sent to the Government and individual 
Members of Parlisment practically setting forth 
the nature and extent of the Lumberer’s ope- 
rations, the number of hands employed, the 
capital invested, and the shipping engaged in 
the trade can do no harm, and mey prevent 
the adoption of precipitate measures upon so 
important a subject.” 

ARRIVAL OF THE CREW OF THE BARK 
LARCH. : 

ThE arrival here on Saturday last, of 
Captain Evans, and crew of the bark 

' Larch, wrecked last fall on the Magda- 
len Islands, has dispelled the gloomy 
forebodings entertained for their safety, 
as no intelligence had been received fur- 
ther than that the vessel had been wreck- 
ed. : 
Captain E. ioforms us, that as soon as 

it was practicable, Messrs, Cunards, 
ownersof the bark, despatched the schoo- 
ner Three Brothers, in charge of Mr H. 
Caie, from Shippigan to the Islands, to 
obtain some information respecting them 
They all took passage on board.the schoo. 
ner, and after a very dangerous voyage 
landed at Shippigan. 
The Larch was a total wreck. Two 

men were frozen to death, and most of 
the crew were, more or less, frost bitten. 
Oaqe man was lost this spring in the ice, 
while out on a sealing excursion, and 
another died on his passage to Shippigan, 
having been severely frozen at he time 
of the vessel’s being wrecked, and had 
been ailing all winter. Captain E. a few 
days after the loss of his vessel, hired a 
small shallop, to convey himsell and crew 
to the main land, but unfortunately, in a 
very severe snow Stofm on the day after 
sailing, she was wrecked in Pleasant 
Bay, and it was with much difficulty the 
saved their lives, He has resided all 
winter on the Islands, and gives a most 
lamentable account of the privations 
they had to endure. 

THB SEASON, 
Wg have experienced another week of 

most miserable, cold, wet weather, Its 
now about three weeks since we have 
had a glimpse el the sup, if we except 
about two hours on Saturday afternoon 
last,” when he succeeded in blessing us 
with the warmth of benignant rays, 
We have a gratifying piece of news to 

record to day. The report of a gun, on Mr Michael Samuel’s wharf, about eight 
o’clock yesterday morning, announced 
the pleasing fact, that the jce abreast of 
Chatham, had at length given way; but 
as the tides are low, and the wind all 
day blew strongly from the Eastward, it 
made but little. progress in its downward 
course.. ‘T'his morning there is but little 
wind, and that little from the southward. 
the ice is fast passing down, and ns the 
channel has been clear for some days past below Middle Island, we may 
safely calculate on again seeing a tlear 
river, in the course of two or three days. 

SE —————————————— 

DISSOLUTION OF. THE HOUSE OF : ASSEMBLY, 
Ine St. John Herald contains "the following paragraph, and we should not be surprised, if the information it con. tains, proves correct. 
¢ We have good authority for stating, that there will positively be u dissolution of the House of Assemhly, during the summer, The grant: of £1500 to Sir John H irvey has raised auch an extended ont 

of the Province, that eve 
whom it was voted, had he 
biave been obliged to grant ( 
vumerous and respectable g 
stituency of the Province 
dissolution of the Floyse,’ 

~¢ry in every pert 
n the person to 
remained, would 
he ‘wishes of so 
body of the Con. 
by an’ immediate 
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form, and Jerry's Sister, have been re- ceived. 
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a For remainder Mirnmichi Head, see 


