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THESE HARD TIMES.
Extracts from.a Sermon delivered at |
. Batavia, Neéw York, by the Rev.

James A. Bolles, from  the follow-

.ing Text:
¢ Say not thou, what s the cause
that the former days were better than
these; for thou dost not inquire wisely
_concerning - this.”~—Ecclesiastes vi.
10 -
* % % There are some individuals
_who, in looking back, for instance,
upon the- Augustine period of Ronian
Literature, in contemplating the his-
tory of some statesman or hero, or ce- |
lebrated man—his virtuous magnified
and increased by that ¢ distance which
lends “enchantment to the view,”” his
Aaults . and vices all stricken out of
existence by the same magic wand—
fancy under these delusive influences
that those days were better than these.
But what are.the facts? When we in-
vestigate deeper and listen to the voice
of impartial history, what appears to
have been the actual condition of the
world?  We have a summary  state-
ment of its condition, an outline of the
degraded state of man in the first
chapter of St. Paul’s Epistle to the
Romans—written at the very time
when Rome was in the zenith of her
fancied splendour, bearing in the con-
fidant manner in which it is related to
the very people who could bave con-
tradicted it, the unquestionable marks
of truth, and sustained by the concur-
rent testimony of Heathen writers.
We talk of murder now. But think
of. thousands annually slaughtered in
our cities, ‘as Gibbon informs us was
the case in the cities of Rome, at the
time of therr gladitorial games. Think
of four hundred Senators and six hun-
dred  knights, all engaged in mortal
combat merely to gratify the depraved
appetite of some blood-thirsty Nero.
Would the world endure such a spec-
tacle now? In the catalogue of vices
mentioned. by St.. Paul, there: are
some which we dare not name, and
so disgusting and unnatural are they
that we can scarcely believe them
possible, and yet in the writings of
Cicero, it is related of Cotta, one of
the most distinguished men of the
day, that he not only freely and wil-
lingly acknowledged to the Romans |
that he practiced sach enormities, but
he quoted the example and authority
of the Philosophers n vindication of
his practice. On this point I have
no time to enlarge; but read the first
cchap. of.the Ep. to the Romans, and
as a'commentary upon - that chapter,
read the masterly work of ¢ Leland
on the necessity of Divine Revela-
tion,’’ and ‘then' tell" me, whether
¢‘the former days wers better, than
these.”

But suppose we come down to a
later period, and take for illustration
the middle or dark ages. When we
read the history—the debasing super-
stitions of the Church—the hoarding |
of relics, the erection of monasteries,
the pilgrimages ‘ to the tombs of Mar-
tyrs; the mummeries which were in-
troduced into the service of Religion,
the wild and romantic expedition of
the crusades, the tyranny and ambition
of ‘Popes ‘and Princes, the deplorable
ignorance of the Clergy, the vain dis-
quisitions and absurd reasonings about
abstract and incomprehensible truths,
and the ridiculous sophisms which pre- |
vailed; when these facts are brought |
to our notice, we are almost tempted |
to believe that the world had then gone |
backward in' the career of improve-;
ment, and that Christianity had failed g
in the accomplishment of its great and |
glorious objeets.  But sucha conclu- |
sion would be hasty and unwise; for |

although that period was indeed dark, |
as compared with the present, yet no !
attentive reader of the history can fail |
to perceive the advancing steps of ci-

' not prevail against her.’

vilization and Christianity. . Then the
Christian Church, which before had
been: tried in the furnace of external
violence and persecution, was subject
to the severer test of inward corrup-
tion and error, and coming out from
both unharmed as to the essential ele-
ments of her character and the princi-
pal doctrines of her faith, the mightiest
demonstration possible has given to
thie world tbat the ¢ gates of hell can-
Then was
laid the foundation of all those Schools
and Universities which now adorn the
towns and cities of Europe; then was

: manifested the weakness of the human

intellect in attempting to explain mys-
terious truths, and. in becoming in-
volved in the subtilties of scholastic
speculation; and thus the way was pre-
pared for the inductive philosophy. of
Bacon. . . Then for the first time in the
history of the world, the female cha-
racter was elevated to its proper rank
in society, and ¢ the present civili-
zation of Europe,”’ says the American
Encyclopadia, ¢ isina greatdegree
the result of the crusades.””  And let
itnot be supposed, that no improve-
ments were at that time made in the
useful arts; for then originated the go-
thic architecture inallits grandeur and
magnificence;  then was invented the
clock, now so necessary and common;
the optical instruments which bave
brought tolight the wonders of astro-
nomy; the mariner’s compass, (so
soon followed by the discovery of the
New World,) and the art of printing,
which may be regarded as constituting
the dawn of -the Reformation. In
many other respects we could go on
and show that the very follies and su-
perstitions, which now excite our dis-
gust and astonishment, were indeed a
great and wonderful improvement upon
the heathen idolatries which they su-
perceded; and which were overthrown
in the onward march of the true reli-
gion. . Enough, however, has been
said to prove that even then, it would
have  been most unwise to inquire
¢ what is the cause that the former
davs were better than these.”

Let us come, therefore, to our own
time and nation. © Can we now say 'in
reference to any former period of our
national existence, that ¢¢ the former
days were better than these?”” No
one doubts that the present is a time of
pecuniary trouble and political dark-
ness. Butis it not true of every
period, thatit has its peculiar difficul-
ties and trials? Should we not ex-
pect in every situation a- checkered
scene, a mixture of good and evil, a
dispensation of chastisement as well as
blessing, of judgement as well as
mercy? Was there ever a nation ele-
vated to such a height of prosperity as
to be loaded with unqualified happi-
ness in every department of its inter-
ests? = And who will pretend to say

| that the troubles and disasters of” the

present time, are greater than any
which have occurred before; or that
they are not really blessings in dis-
guise?  Who will pretend to say that
they are not essentially necessary to
the permanency and stability of our
Institutions? Because in some re-
spects, God is frustrating the councils
of our wise men and making our
¢¢ divines mad,”’ are we hastily to con-
clude that He has therefore forgotten
to be gracious, and has cast us off for
ever? What was the American Re-
volution but a_period of fearful per-
plexity and trembling, and yet who
can doubt that in its grand results, it
was a vast improvement upon the pre-
vious state? Have we not reason to
believe that the hurricane and the

storm are as much required in the
moral and political as they are in the
physical world? or if not as much re-
quired, that they olten produce the
same purifying effects?

As wise and

sober minded men, can we regard the |

plenty or the scarcity of money as the | :
| The Subseriber:bas received by the Joha Karr,

only true index of national prosperity?
At such a time as this, can we not be
animated with hope by higher and bet-
ter considerations than any which
¢¢ filthy luere’” is able to suggest? Let
us turn our attention then to some of
these better considerations, these more
animating and encouraging: views of
our actual condition and prospects.
We are sometimes told of our degra-
dation in the eyes of European money
lenders, in consequence of the ¢ re-
pudiation of State debts, ’ and we ac-
knowledge that ifi these great States
should: ¢ repudiate their debts,’” and
disown and.dishonor their bonds, we
should deserve to be degraded to the
lowest level of infamy and reproach;
but this has not and will not be done,
and never did we occupy a more ele-
vated position among the nations of
the earth than that which we now
enjoy. We are sometimes told that
the boasted Tree of Liberty which
our Fathers planted has been blasted
by the lightnings of heaven, and  that
already it is beginning to _totter to its
fall; but this is the language of idle
and fulsome declamation, for never
were the principles of civil freedom
held in more sacred veneration, and
never were they better regulated for
the happiness of us all. We are some-
times told that even our altars are in
danger, and that the holy and perpe-
tual fire which has been kindled upon
them is destined: speedily to go out;
but let us not be alarmed at the sug-
gestion, for never has the incense
burned more brightly ; never has Chris-
tianity taken a deeper root or shed
more richly her inestimable blessings
upon man. Never has so many been
united in the bonds of heavenly cha-
rity, for the purpose of diffusing reli-
gion and happiuness over the face of
the earth, and no matter what the trou-
ble or the “calamity. to which, human
nature is exposed, there is some re-
medy devised either to prevent or al-
leviate the pressure.  Itisofno con-
sequence at all that a new impulse has
been given to the cause of general edu-
cation, and such an impulse as was
never felt ‘before, and that even now,
while I am speaking, this nation above
all others, for the interest which she
has taken in  this holy cause, is lifting
her head in honor to the skies? Ah!
brethren, do we not know that instead
of looking at former times as better
than our own, we have many reasons
to regard the present as peculiarly the
harbinger of better things to come and
as laden with the *¢first fruits” of the
harvest of future glory? And although
it is written that God will ¢¢ everturn,
and overturn, and overturn, exalting
him that is low and abasing him that is
high, removing the diadem and taking
off the crown’’ from many heads, still
we can ‘no more doubt that every
change is over-ruled for good, than
we can doubt the truth, that ¢ the
Lord God omnipotent reigneth.”

O LET
For One of more Years,

The STORES, WHARF and Dwelling
HOUSE, lately occopied by Richard Black
stock, Esq. sitoate in the Town of Chatham

The Dwerrine Housk is pleasantly sitna«
ted-—is well ficished, and 1s capable of accom-
modating alarge family—it would also answer
well for a Boarding House. There is an
excellent BARN and other OuTHoUsEs near
the Hoase—which will be rented with, or
distinct from the house.

The Storg is Four Storiesa high, fitted up
very conveniently for carrying on an extensive
Retail business.

The WHARF i3 now occapied as a Ship
Yard—for which it has peculiar adantages.
The Whar{, with the extensive Store standing
thereon, will be let cistinct from the other
premises, if required

The sitaation and advantages ofihis Pro~
perty as a stand for DBusiness, ara ton well
koown to require farther description, For
Terms and other particelars, apply 1o

STREET & KERR.

Cantham 30 h Aa s, 1441,

ey
STATIONARY STORE,

No. 1, COMMERCIAL BUILDING.

from Glasgow, an assortment of
STATIONARY,
consisting of the following articles—
Parer —Demy, Folio Post, Post, Pot, and
sost Paper, Cariridge do., Blotting do., Musie
0.

Bcuoorn Booxs.—-Pinnock’s Histories o
Greece, Rome, and England; do. Catechism ef
Geography, Murray’s English do., Introduclion
do., do First Book, do Spelling Bs 3z, Car-
penter’s Spelling Book, Copy Book 34 ¥goané
small, Chamber’s Educational Cow® 3y

MiscELuANEovs.—Steel Pens, Wafers,
Sealing Wax, Taste, blue, black and green Ink,
black and red Ink Powders, Memorandom and
Pocket Books, Slates and Slate Péncils, Draw=
ing & common Lead Pencils, Visiting Csrds,
plain, coloured & enamelled—bone folders,
Bibles, Prayer Books, §c

Fancy Sratronary, &e.—Gold, Silver,
and Morocco Paper, Tinted Letter and Note
de., Crayon do. Drawing do. Tissue do. va*
rious colours,

PerrumMERY.~Lavendar Water, - Exract
of Spring Flowers, Essence of Hovenia, Bou-
quet de la Reine Victoria, consolidaed Cir-
casgsian Cream, do Oil of Verbenia, do Macas«
sar Oil, do Bear’s Grease. T'he following Oila
—Orange, Verbena, Rose, Bergamot, and
Jasmin.

By the Queen from London, a choice selecs:
tion of

Fancy JArticles and Toys.
Ha has also on hand a cousignment of
ROOM PAPER
from one of the first houses in London,
JAMES A, PIERCE.

Chsham, May 28, 1841

UG~ MRS. MARTIN Legs leave to re
turn ber most grateful thanks to the patron-
of the Royal Hotel for their many and oblige
ing favors; and solicits a continuance of thei¥
patronage in favor of Mr Gregory Layton,.
who she is quite assured will leave no exer-
tions untried to give the utmost satisfaction.

Royal Hotel, Chutham, }

30th Oct. 1841.

ROYAL HOTEL.

G. LAYTON begs leave most respectfully
to asnounce to the inhsbitanta of Chatham
and the Puoblic generally, that be has taken
the sbove named Premises of Mrs. MARTIN,
and will be prepared to eater thereon by the
ficst of next month, when he will be happp ¥
accommodate Travellers as usanl, and a fe¥
private Boarders;aod hopes by strict atteatio®
to the comfort of thuse who may favour bif
with their commeands, to merit a share °
that patronage so liborally bestowed on D¥
predecessor.

Chatham, October 25, 1841

LEATHER.

500 Sides SOLE LEATHER,

200 do. Upper Leather

100 Kips

8 Dozen Fnglish CALFsx1Ng

8 do. Native do.

20 do. SHEEP SKINS

Black and Brown Harness Leather
Skirt and Bridle Hides:

The Subscribers offer to their friends’and the’
public, at their Tanyard in Chatham, formerly
occupied by Johnston & Nicholson, the abov?
Stock, and will constantly have on hand mang*
factered LEATHER of tha best description$s
which they will dispose of at the lowest rateéd
for cash or approved credit.

JOHNSTONS & CO.

Chatham, 21st Jane, 1841,

N. B. HIDES purchased or manufacturéd
on Shares.

CARD.

The Co-partnership heretofore existinh
under the firm of NENJAMIN MILLER & €9
is this day dissolved by matoal® consent; oll
persons standing indebted to the said firml 8®
requested to make payment to; and all perat!"’,'I
having just claims against the said Fum wi
exhibit the rame to Shepherd J, Frort for pay*
ment.

BEN. MI".LER-

S. J. FROST.

,.__,_________/
NOTICE.

The Creditors on the Estate of \VILY"A,:
Ropinson, an Absconding Debtor, _“’""’
claims have been proved to the satisfactio?
the Trostees, will receive a Dividend o0 ther,
reepective claims on or after the first day On
Mareh next, at the Office of Gilmoar, Rank!
& Co., Douglastown.

RICHARD HUTCHISON, ngs“gs.

Chatham, April 6, 1841,

ALEXANDER FOSTER.
Newcastle, 24th Januvary, 1842. g
o : —

Printed & Published every Tuw,wl'n:‘-/ ;M((“v"
ing, by JamMrs A.PipRCE, at ,'.fs L
Chatham, ﬂ[{rmm:r/n. Price —
per annum, if peid in advance, o
half yearly in rrdvqnce.—-.‘ldnertasemm"
not erceeding 18 lines, bs. fhevﬁrst, o
1. for every subsequent insertion, ‘(m' B
from persons with whom we have o .
account, must be ‘If‘/'u7/:1ral:iedIl'lfli{ o5

cash, otherwise they will meet with

wttention.
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