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THE GLEANER. 
R) 

From the Houston Telegraph. 
THE PRAIRIES OF TEXAS. 

ORIGIN OF PRAIRIES. 

The Prairies of Texas form & peculiar fea- 
ture of its surface, and we often hear the 
‘enquiry made, especially «by emigrants from 

the Atlantic states, '** why are not these vast 
plains covered with forest trees, instead of 
grass?’ Various are the causes assigned for 
the origin of the praries. Some believe - they 
were ed of ancient forests by the unknown 
race of men: who built the mounds and forti- 
fications which are found scattered from the 
rocky mountains to the ‘Atlantic. Bat this 
opinion is refuted by the fact, that most of 
these mounds and fortificatiens are found em. 
bosomed in deep forests, and trees that have 
buffeted the storms of mary centuries are often 
found growing upon their summits. 

Others believe the peculiar; quality of the 
soil of the prairies is ‘not. adapted to the 
growth of trees, and is only capable.of sup- 
porting a growth of grass or the smaller epe- 

“cies of grass. Bat this opinion is contradicted 
by the’ fact, that insulated wees are often 
found’ growing luxariently in the very midst of 
a prairie, and at a distance of ‘several miles 
from the forests, Others, and among them 
Gen. Pike, who travelled almost the whole 
section of country where prairies abound, 
advance the opinien that they are caused by the 
dryness of the soil and the avidity of the 
climate. Gen. Pike asserts that the forests 
found near the streams are. supported by the 
moisture diffased from the streams through the 
interstices of the #oil, and the humidity of the 
air bordering the streams. Bat as ‘the hills 

which are ‘often found extending ‘into prairies 
are generally covered with trees, we think this 
opinion cannot be cotrect. There must be 
some other and more general csuse. When 
.we examine the country threugh ‘which the 
(prairies extend, we find, every where, evidences 

that it has been, in a comparatively recent 
period, the bed of a sea or immense lake 
The ledges of rock are filled with: marine 
shells; the loose stones, wherever they are 
found, sre round and smooth as if they bad 
been sabject to the action of marine currents, 

and the soil where no stones are. found, is 
disposed in layers or beds, as if they were 
deposited, like sediment, from a large body of 
muddy water. 

Often, in digging wells, we pass through a 
bed of black vegetable mould, then a bed of 
clay, then another of sand, then a bed'ofsand 
sgain, and not unfrequently of the depth of 
sixty or seventy feet we find the bones of 
animals imbedded in the earth. These facts 
indicate the soil of the prairies has been formed 
from the sediment of water. Mr Maclure and 

* other geologists imagine that an immensa lake 
. or gea in ancient times extended from the 
Alleghany to the Rocky Moantains, embracing 
an ares whose diameter from east to west was 
about 1500 miles, and from north to sonth 
abost 1200 miles. And that the waters of 
this lake have been gradually discharged by 
the Mississippi, the Hudson and St. Lawrence; 
the only rivers thut have broken through the 
mountains that once sarrounded this immense 

basin of water. Now, if this opinion is cor 
rect, the bed of this immense lake, as it gras 
dually emerged from the water, would exhibit 
the same changes in its vegetable productions 
that the delta of the Mississippi eximbits. First, 
it would be covered with a dense growth of 
reads and coarse weeds, as it became more 
elevated and dry, grass would appear along the 
banks of the sireams, and gradnally supplant« 
ing the grass overshadow the soil with forests. 

This vegetable was, if we may so term it, 
between tha forests and the grass, is still 
going om, and" it 18a common remark among 
the emigrants, that the forests invariably en- 
creach upon the prairies, where they are so 
sitoated as to be waexposed to the ravages of 
the fires that often devastate the large prairies, 
}i these prairies were uainhabited and Jeft un. 
disturbed by man, doubtless in the course of 
a few ceoturies they would be supplanted by 
rocks In the Atlantic States, where the primi- 
tive and older secondary rocks abound, it is 

worthy of remark that prairies are unknown. 
Hence itis but reasonableto infer -that these 
prairies indicate in some degrees, the age of 
the surface of the country. 
We shall be happy if these brief remarks 

shall excite a spirit of investigation among our 
eitizens, as by this means facts may be elicited 
that may prove valoable to the nataralist. 

Our Errors are too frequently the 
source of oar own chagrin; and we are gene- 

“rally unfortunate because we know not how 
to appreciate good and evil 
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