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PARLIAMENTARY SUMMARY.

The House of Commons on Monday, the
4th inst, pasred the second and third of Sir
Robert Peel’s financial resolations.  The
premier, in reply to a question, declared that
ministers would stand ‘or fall by both the in~
come tax and the tariff.

On the 5th the house was engaged in com-
mittea on the corn bill, and several amend-
ments were proposed and negatived by large
majorities.

On the 8th, when Sir R. Peel moved the
order of the day for bringing up the report of
the committee on the income tax resolation,
Lord John Russell moved, by way of amend«
ment, a resolation, the parport of which was,
that the estimated deficiency of income to
meet expenditure might be supplied by a judi-
cious arrangement of the daties on coro, sugar,
timber and coffee, and a reduction of the va-
ricus prohibitory and differential daties; nnd
that considering the taxes (nearly 24 millions)
in amount, exclusively of the income tax, had
been taken off between the termination of the
war and the year 1836, and the varieus other
means of supplying the deficiency, the house
would deem it not necessary, and therefere not
advisable, to renew a tax (viz. on income)
mquisitorial, unequal, and hitherto considered
as a war reserve. Thedebate was continned
during four days, the epeskers belng Me Goal-
burn, Mr Williams, Sir R. Inglis, Mr Stewart,
Mt Palmer, Sir W. Somerville, Capt Hamilton,
MgShiel, Sir R" Peel, Dr Bowring, Mr Gally
Kaight, Mr Elphinstone, Sir Walter James,
Mr Wallace, Mr Liddell, Mr Wason, ¢ C.
W. Wyanne, Mr Macauley, Lord Stanley, Mr
Labeachere, Lord Francis Egerton, Lord John
Rugsell, Sir John Cam Hobheuse, Mr Phillips,
Mr Brotherton, Colonel Woad, Mr Mangles,
Mr Granville Vernoa, Mr C. Baller, M¢ Borth-
wick, Mr Escott, Mr Parker, Lotd Sandon,
Sir Charles Napier, Mr Trotter, Mr O'Cunnell,
Lord Eliot, Mr Hawes, Sir James Grabam,
Mr Baring, Mr Ferraud, and Lord Woreley.
The house came to a division on the 1 2th, when
the numbers stood thus—for bringing up the
report 308; for the amendment 202, mejority
106.

On the 11th the Wigan election commitiee
reported that Mr Bright Crosse was vot duly
elected, and that Mr C. Standish ought to
have been returned. The petition for Great
Marlow ualeo terminated, Sir W. Clayton, being
unseated, and Mr Hampden declared elected,
The debate on Mr T'. Duncombe’s motion,
relative to the reception of petitiona, was re-
sumed, aced after some discussion, rejected by
a majority of one, the numbers being—

For the exclusion of petition 227

For its reception 221

Lord Melbourne gave notice on the 12th in
the House of Peers, that on going into com-
mittee on the corn importation bill, he would
move that a fixed daty would be more advan.
tageous than a graduated scale. Tha exchequer
bill was read a second time on the motion of
the Duke of Wellington.

SUMMARY OF NEWS,

Sir R. Peel has got over some ef his greatest
difficulties, and has proved his government to
be one of the strongest that has existed for
many years. The Corn Bill has passed the
fiery ordeal ef opposition, the Incoms Tax
has been virtnally carried, and the Tariff has
been so altered as to conciliate nearly all the
classes who might have expected to be seri-
ously injared by its enactment, whilst, at the
same lime, its leading features have been
carefally preserved. It is suppused ihat ths
divisions on its more important details will,
on the average, show larger majorities for the
government than those on the Income Tax.
The attempt of the friends of the late minis.
ters to agitate the masses against Sir Robert
Peel’s measures has been a dacided failnre,
and seems even to have operated adversely to
their views. The inhabitanta of some of the
most democratic cities in England —Boltun-
la~Moors and Ashton-under Lyne, for instance
-—where the utmost distress has provailed,
have addressed the Premier in approval of hia
policy; and the Chamber of Commerce of
Glasgow having passed some resoluiions in
reference thereto, Sir Robert Peel has replied
to them, thanking them for their support, and
accepting it a3 the confirmation of his own
convictions in the jastice and policy of his
general echems. An interesting debate occar-
rad on Friday in the Hoase of Commons rela.
tive to the proposed alieration of the Colunial
Custom charges.

The returns of the quarter’s revenne, up to
the bBth of this month, have been pablished
There isa small increase; but as some of the
Caanton ransom monsy has beea brought iuto
account, the increase affords no criterion of
the state of the coantry. Another ecause pre«
vents us from judging of the futare prospects
of trade: it is the delay interposed by the
opposition.against the adoption of the govern-
mant plans for regulating our commerce and
finances. Let these measures pass, and we
might then judga of their probable effect on
the national industry and enterprise.

Nothing very material has occurred in
foreign affairs. The four great powers, parties
to the treaty of December la, for ths more
effectual suppression of the slzve trade, have
presented a joint note to the French govern-
ment, calling upon it forthwith to ratify the
treaty . No answer has yet been given.

France and England bave at length agraad

upon the person whe is to be the husband of
little Queen Isabella of Spain. They fix upon
a Prince of Bavaria, in order that English
interests may not be too exclusively consulted
by the selection of a Coburg, or French, by
that ifa member of the Orleans’ family, It
ough to be added, however, that the consent
of Austria, Prussia, and Russia to this arrange-
ment has yet to be procured.

The worst anticipations of the reported
disasters in India have be e rea ized. The
Cabool force has been destroyed—not figuras
tively, but literally. Out of an army « =~ 700
fightiog men, and, according to the . <
castom, more than double that namber of camy
followers, only one European and three natives
have escaped to tell the tale. It is true that
Sir R Sale still held out at Jellalabad, and
way reported to have collected provisions
enough to subsist his detachment until relief
should arrive; ‘but as a sat off against this
gratifying fact, there seems an unaccountable
fatality in the conduct of the force despatched
to his assistance. Colonel Wiid, the commander
of it, has been defeated with the loss of 150
men in the attempt to force the Khyber Pass,
and his advance is checked for the present.
General Pollock, who is on his march to join
Colonel Wild, is said to be strongly impressed
with the impolicy of immediately making
another attack on the Pass, and inclined to
take time for consideration, notwithstanding
the argency of General Sale’s position. Bat
why take the troops through the Kbyber Pass
atall? ‘Lhis is a question put by some old
Indiavs, and they quote the late Sir Alexander
Burne’s Travels in Bokhara as confirming their
views. Sir Alexander, it seems, states that
from Peshawur to Cabool thera sre no fewer
than five roads, snd ho himself travelled by
one wh'ch altogether avoided the Pass. The
predatory babits and treacherous character of
the Khyberries induced him to this coarse, and
there is nothing in his account from which
one can conc'ude that the route he took was
unfitted for ihe passage of troops. In addition
to the natural difficaltiea of the ground, the
published statements go to show that Colonal
Wild’s force was iil supplied with artillery.
This mast have been the faalt of the superior
suthorities, and it i3 not the first instance we
hzve lately seen of gross mismanagement. It
is only a 'ew weeks since ws heard of a force
having been sext into the field, mot deficient
of guns certainly, bat with gans io such bad
condition for gervice that the nuse of them
was actually dangerous to our own people.

Eaergy asd resolation were perbups never
more required since the commencement of our
Indian empire. The prestig eur irvinci-
bility is destroyed by the late events in Affgh-
anistan, and as our sway ia the East depends
altogether on opinion, -it i= difficalt to say how
fsr we may now depend on the faithfulness
of many who bave hitherto submitted to eur
dominion We have seen some strange changes
of late, What coald have been aniformly
better than the condust of the Seapoys, for
instance? yet thers has recently been a serious
mutiny at Secanderabad, and something very
like one in Colonel Wild’s corps d’armes

It was not withouat reason, that Sir R, Peel,
in recagitulating the difficalies of the country,

f'ug of

a3 a defence agamst the charge of having over |
rated them, placed the silwation of ladia in

the front rank.

In China, too, things ara not going on as
one could wish, though nothing can have beeo
more exemplary than the condect of officers
and men. Bat what is m haman natare for two
or three thoueand bayonets to do against tha
population of an enormous empire. Our men
have always beaten the enemy, but a few
more viclories would destroy them. Their
very trinmphs mest wear them ozt.  Happily
the present goveinment lost no time in sending
out remforcements, and Lord Saltoun is now
far rdvinced on his voyage, with nearly double
the amount of treops already there. Still
thay will hava their work to do. The mere
vig ineriice of tha masses cpposed to vs is
in itself n serions obstacts, and military men
know well that the mere the war is prolonged,
the greater is tha chance that we shall convert
the Chinese iato soidiers by the very force of
example.
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LORD STANLEY, SIR WM. M. G. COLE-
BROOKE, AND CHIEF JUSTICE CHIPMAN.
To the Editor of the Gleaner,
Sir,—I have been for some time puz-
zled about

ring to some corraspondence between
Chief Justice Ch:pman, and Lord Stan.
ley; and from all I can discover in what
I read and hear, the great offence ol the
Chiel Justice consists in

the measures which Sir William intro-
daced for the adoption of our Legislature
duringz the last Session. If this be indeed
the cauvse of snch cornsterration and dis-
satisfaction, amongst a certain class of

persons, who are endeavouring to in«|
cratiate themselves with Sir William, |
by a blind acgniescence in all his chis |

merical plans, I confess that I, for one
of the inhabitants of this Province, am
not displeased that such cffence should
hare been perpetrated by the Cael

certain eommunications, in !
the penny papers of the Province, refer- |

his having |
written a letter to Lord Stanley, expres«!
sive of his reasons for-opposing some of .

Justice; nor do I imagine that any 1ea-
sonable person who will impartially
reflect upen it will complain. And
here, Mr. Editor, let us enquire what
thi= offence is, and how brought about.
During the sitting of the Legislature,
which has been so lately prorogued, Sir
William, prompted no doubt by the
same speculative spirit which character-
izes that class of politicians to which he
undoubtedly belongs, intreduced to the
serious consideration of both branehes of
tha Legislatare, many new and untried

--7°S; measures emanafing entirely
tros.. A mself and his would be constitutional
advisers, and which, contemplating as
they did, such sweeping and radical
changes ina Il our institations, I may say
also ip the eonstitution of eur Colony,
certainly required some little investiga
tion, not only by those te whom they
were immediately propounded, but most
espeeially by the people at large. Such
a course, I think, will not be denied by
all parties, would seem at least a prudent
one; but without at present discussing
the merits of these preposed changes, I
will advert to the one pursued by Sir
William and his advisers, and then ask
the people of New Brunswick whether
they are prepared to condemn their
Chef Justice for an act of manly inde»
pendence.

The Legislative Council, whose Pre-
sident the OChief Justice is, enrolls
amongst its members the following
officers of Government, besides himself,
viz: the Attorney General, the Solicitor
General, the Surveyor General, the Receiv—
er General, and four Ezecutive Councillors;
a fearful pbalanx, it must be admitted,
if they are to be the gagoed instruments
of any Governor who may choose to
tamper with our laws, and consequently
with our liberties. This body was
intended, and no doubt should ever be
an independeat branch of the Legisla-
ture -calmly, cautiously, and conscien-
tiously to exercise a sound and fearless
enquiry into all matters coming before
them in the course of their daty, unin~
fluenced by popular clamour, and un-
fettered by Ewecutive command, 'T'hat
such has hitherto been the character of
that body, I believe no one will deny;
but Mr. Editor, mark the attempt at the
utter prostration of such a character
during the past Session, when Sir W,
and his advisers dared, (ves, respectiully
| say dared, for it was a bold game) to
coerce @& majority in that House by the
application of the RusseLL purek, and
thus, for the purpose of carrying through
their ruinous and ill digested plans, to
advocate a principle in legislation which
never will be borne or tolerated by the
people of this province, so long as
British feelings have a resting place
within its limits;—a principle so palpably
repugnant to every sense of liberty as
only to require publicity to ensure its
i universal reprobation, It is this, ¢ Z%hat
! the Lieut. Governor can command and compel
. all the Officers of Government, and his Exe-
i cutive Councillors in the Legislature, to vote
for and advocate his measures, be they good
or evil, despite their conscientious and better

matured opinion! *Tis strange, 'tis pas-

sing strange,’ that in these times of in-
telligence, any such_step should have
been hazarded by a Governor of New

Brunswick, but nevertheless, °tis true!

Among the many new and wild schemes

of our Executive during the last session

were, the taking the initiating of money

grants from tha peovle’s representatives,

to invest it in the Crown, and the in-

troduction of Maunicipal Corporaticns

into the Counties of this Province. These

two proposed changes were introduced
. into the Legislative Council by the
! Lieut. Gevernor’s directien, and the
Goverament Officers and Executive
Councillors in that House were canLep
UPON and COMMANDED to support them!!!
Car. any ome, Mr Edior, who coolly
considers the adoption of such a method
to force through the Legislature measures
| new to the country, and not emanating
! from the Colony, but from a stranger to
1ts wants: I say can any one be surprized
that the Chiel Justice, the President of
i the Council, shouid take the Kberty of
{ judging for himselfl, as to the propriety
| and expediency of such changes? and
if in the exercise of such judgment he
shou!d find himself compelled to oppose
them, can any one censure bim for
communicating to his Royal Mistressthe
{ reasens upon which he fuunded his op-
* position to her representative here? s
the sma!l still voice of conscience and
reason to be precluded "the precincts of
Dowaine  Street, in the same extraor-
dinary manner in which it was soaght
io be hnshed and smothered in our halls
of legislation? What! isour Legislutive
{ Council to become a shuttle-cock in the
i hands of Government? Are our Public
{ Officers, and Executire Councillors, to
be but the puppets of any Governor, be

1
!
{
{
l
{

he whom ke may? Are such officers,
nominated and_appointed &s they ought
to be, for their ability and knowledge
of the country, to yield a blisd and
servile support to every measure of the
Executive? Are such laws only as may
meet the views of a Governor, new to
our Province, and the feelings of its
people, to be passed by his command,
instead of the unbiassed judgment and
calm deliberation of a Legislature inti-
mately acquainted with the wants of the
country, and the spirit of its inhabi=
tants? No! No! Mr. Editor, they who
advise. and he who would venture upon
such a violation of every principle which
a British subject helds dear, are lament«
ably ignorant or madly regardless of the
stern materials which compose the pith
and marrow of New Brunswickers,
whether native or adopted. What! the
Execurive of the Province, by its mere
command, to impese tazation upon the
people? Bah!—'Tis puerile, and can
never be tolerated. But degraded indeed
would be our state, if upon such an open
attempt upon the liberty of free discus-
sion in. our Legislature, no one of our
public men had spirit and patriotism
enough to lay before the minister of our
Sovereign a reason for the faith that’s in
him. Thank God one has done so, for
from what has been rumoured, it would
seem that a copy of the Chief Justice’s
letter was sent by him to Sir William,
which copy has given rise to all the dis-
cussion  concerning its  propriety.
Runiour also states, that even before the
mail closed which conveyed to Lord
Stanley the Chief Justice’s letter, its
conteats were known and talked about
in Kredericton, among persons who
could only bave got their information
from a perusal of this copy. But, Mr.
Editor, I cannot believe this-—Sir Wm.
is by far too correet a man to commit
such a beeach of propriety, confidence
and decorum, both to Lord Stanley and
his correspondent, ever to have shown te
Tom, Dick and Harry a private letter,
with a copy of which he himself was
furnished merely I presume from cour-
fesey, and for his onn perusal.

I have already trespassed so much,
Mr. Editor, upon your valuable columas,
that ¥ must defer to anether letter the
discussion of the merits of these great
and important proposed changes; but in
the meantime, I am quite satisfied that
“ Mr. Oculus” may write till he is blind,
and ¢ Master Farmer’s Son” may  tran-
scribe the whole of ¢ The Pamphlet,”” and
yet the good sense of the pecple of this
Coloay will not be blinded by their
sophisims, I ought perhaps to hint that
¢ A Farmer's Sor’ is not of New Brun«
swick growth, but is the borrowed bantling
of "an English Radical Sire, dressed in
winter clothing, to bear a winter’s
sojourn, at least so rumour says.

Yours, &e.
A TAX PAYER.

May 2, 1842,

SCHEDIASMA

MIRAMICHI:
'vEsDAY Morring, May 10, 1842.
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ARRIVAL OF THE MAIL.
Tae Courier with the Southern ‘mail
arrived on Saturday mornine at 9 o’clock.

EUROPEAN NEWS,

Tae Steamer Caledonia, arrived at
Halifax on the afternoon of Tuesday
last, in a passage of 14 days. By
her we obtained our London papers to
the evening of the 18th, and Liverpool
to the 19th ult.

Ministers were progressing with the
new tariff bill, but had declared their
intention to' postpone its final passage
until the passing through the Com-
mons of the Income tax, which had
undergone a first reading—and judg-
ing from the large majority: ministers
had on the occasion—285 to 188—
there is every probability that it will
be passed,

The intelligence from the manufac-
turing districts is of the same des-
ponding character as bas been ob-
tained for some months past, with no
chance of a speedy change for the
better. The information respecting
the Timber market is also very dis-
couraging, and as it is announced that
the new rate of duties will not come
j into operation until October, there is
! no prospect of improvement until the

fall.
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