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the oross. “But faith builds in the dungeon 
and the lazar house its sublimest shrines, and 
hrough- roofs of stone, that shut out the eyes 
of heaven, ascends the ladder where the 
angels glide te aod fro—prayer.’ 

THE ATHEIST. 
A contrast.—* And there, in the very cell 

beside her own the: atheist, Nicot, sits stolid 
amidst the darkness, and hugs the thought of 
Danton, that death is nothingness. His is mo 
spectacle of an appalled or perturbed consci- 
ence. Remorse is the echo of a lost virtue, 
and virtae he never knew. Had he to live 
again, be wonld live the same. But more 

terrible than ‘the death bed of a believing 
despairing sinner, that blank of apathy—that 
contemplation of the worm and the rat of the 
charnel house—that grim and loathsome 
nothingness which, for his oye, falls like a 
pall over the universe of life. Still staring 
jato space, gnawing his livid lip, he looks 
wpon the darkness, convinced that darkness is 
for ever and for ever. ® 

A BEAUTIFUL YOUNG MOTHER. 
¢ She thus sat, unconscious of the fature, 

gtill half a child herself, ber child laughing 
in her langhter—two soft triflers on the brink 
of the grave. Over her throat fell, as she 
bent, like a golden cload, her redundant hair; 
it covered her treasure like a veil of light, 
sad the childs little hands put it zside from 
time to time, to smile through the parted 
tresses, and then to cover its face, and peep 
and ‘smile again. It ware croel to dap that 
joy, mere cruel still to share it.’ 
— — 

THE HIGHLAND SOCIETY. 
[The Loudon Sun, from which we copy 
the following article, has been trans- 
mitted by the Highland Society of 
London to the Seerctaries of the 
Highland North British Society here, 
and by them obligingly handed to us.] 
I'he Londen Branch of this excellent 

institution, met at the Freemason’s ta- 
vern on Monday night, to celebrate the 
amniversary of the battle of Alexandiia, 
in which so many brave Highlanders 
fell, and among the rest the gailant 
Abercromby. 
The Duke of Cambridge was to have 

taken the chair, tut owing to the melan- 
choly death of the Earl of Munster, the 
son of his late Majesty, His Royal High. 
ness did not attend. 
The chair was taken by the Chisholm. 

About a bundred members sat down to 
dinner, and among them the following 
officers of the army and navy—General 
J.emesurier, Sir James M‘Gregor, Lieut. 
Genera! Boyd Reynardston; Sr L. Grant 
Colonel Jolliffe, Captains Kelly, RN. 
Lloyd, Colonels Bouchier and Maclean. 
Some of these gallant officers were 

present. at that great battle in which 
one of the best of Bonaparte’s Generals 
was defeated, and which contribated in 
no small degree to inspire the British 
army with that courage which finally 
drove back the French from all their 
strong holds in every part of the conti- 
nent, and brought an army of one mils 
lion of men into the heart of France. 
Grace was said in Gazlic by the Rev. 

John Lees, chaplain to the society. The 
dinner and wines were exeellent. 

‘The ehairman in announcing the first 
toast, expressed his deep regrei at the 
fatal occurrence which had placed himin 
the chair, and which had prevented the 
Duke of Cambridge from presiding, as 
he bad up te that moment intended. He 
then gave The Queen, which was re- 
ceived with hearty applause. 
The next toast was The Lord of the 

Isles, (the Prince of Wales); and that 
was followed by Prince Albert, both of 
which were duly honored in the hightand 
style. 
The chairman in an appropriate speech 

then gave The Royal Family, and said. 
though Highlanders had in 1715 and 
1745, shed their Llood in opposition to 
the present reigning family, and though 
one of his ancestors had died on the field 
of Culloden, in opposition to the House 
of Brunswick, still a!l must admit that 
those deeds were only proofs of loyalty, 
and that when the old family were ex- 
tinct, the Highlanders only adhered to 
their ancient fealty, and did homage to 
the reigning Sovereign, because they 
were faithful to their original principles. 
He would therefore give The Royal 
Family, and begged to join with that an 
illustrious Lady, remarkable not more 
for her wealth than for the genorous use 
she made of it. The Queen Dowager. 
(cheers.) 
The next toast was The Earl of 1n- 

verness (the Duke of Sussex,) which was 
succeeded by a dance, performed by four 
of the Society in excellent style. 

in proposing the health of the Duke 
of Cambridge, the chairman read a note 
from ‘his Royal Highness’s Secretary, 
expressing his deep regret, that owing 
‘te an unfortunate event which had oc- 
curred. the previous evening, he could 
not do himself the honour of presiding at 
the meeting. The toast was dnly honor- 
ed, ’ 3 
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Sir James BM‘Gregor then gave the 
health of the Chisholm, the chairman, 
which was responded to in true High« 
land accent and gesture, the wkole as. 
sembly rising up and standing with one 
foot on the table in honor of the Gallant 
chieftain. : 

Six Pipers belonging to the 72d re« 
giment entered the hall, and marched 
round (or some time, playing Highland 
airs 
The chairman in returning thanks, 

said he was proud in being identified 
with the Highland Seciety, not from 
personal but nétiomal pride. The highs 
land name was known under every clime 
and the emblems of the country had 
contributed in no small degree to 
keep up the national courage, and lead 
on the British troops to victory. The 
spirit of the Highlander might be embo= 
died in these words—-He never turned 
his back upon a foe in arms, nor a friend 
in adversity. (Loud cheers.) High« 
landers were to be found in every quar- 
ter of the globe—in the cold regions of 
North America, under the torrid zone 
of India, and the wild plains of Austra- 
lia. As soldiers they had long done ho- 
ner to their country, and to that flag 
which had * braved a thousand years 
the battle and the breeze.’ In whatever 
clime they lived, they never forgot their 
country, In battle as well as in the 
domestic. oecupations of domestic life, 
abroad and at heme, they never forgot 
the noble deeds of their fathers, or dis- 
graced the name they inherited. (Loud 
cheers.) 
Miss Hawes, who volunteered her 

services on the occasion, then presented 
herself ie the gallery, and sung a Scotch 

air with great spirit and taste. She was 
loudly applauded. 
The chairman in proposing the next 

toast, briefly adverted to the gallant 
deeds of our soldiers and sailors on the 
coast of Syria, and expressed his sorrow 
for the reverses sustained in Affghanistan 
an indignity he said, which would soon 
be wiped off. He gave—The Army and 
Nary. 

The next toast given by the chairman 
was The Memory of their brave Soldiers 
who fel] at Alexandria on the 21st March. 
The toast was drank in solemn silence. 
A number of other toasts were given 

in the course of the eveaing, and among 
them the Health of the Duke of Wels 
lington, which was received wiih great 
applause. 

ORIGINAL. 
Mz. EpiTor, 

Many of your readers have doubtless 
been favored with the Penny News- 
papers, published at Saint John, which 

Ea) 

.are cireulated through the Province gra- 
tuitously, for what particular object I 
am at a loss to understand, unless to 
produce agitation and dissatisfaction in 
the country, and endeavour to make the 
people believe that under the protecting 
care of the Parent State, they have en- 
joyed butlittle of rational liberty. The 
writers in those papers calumniate the 
opponents of the various measures sub- 
mitted by the Lieut. Governor to the 
Legislature at the last Session, which 
had a tendency, as they allege, of tnvest- 

ing the people with privileges which 
they have not hitherto enjeyed: and as 
A consequence, the prerogative of the 

Crown would be diminished, in pro= 
portion as the rights of ihe people were 
extended. 'T'hisis a very specious argu- 
ment to advance, and suit their views; 
but before all these measures are adopt. 
ed, and the contemplated changes effect- 
ed, it would be well [or the people fully 
to consider, and understand them in all 
their bearings, to ascertain the benefits 
to be derived, and whether something 
is not expected in rerarn for the boon 
thus offered. When the Lieut. Governor 
submitted his measures to the House of 
Assembly, to be examined, supported 
or rejected, he doubtless did it under a 
conviction that they would be beneficial 
to the people of this Province, and I 
most willingly 1mpart to him, that he 
had no ether object in view than to pro- 
mete the welfare ot those, over whom he 
was appointed to govern. Bat while | 
give His Excellency credit for the sin- 
cerity of his motives, 1 claim the same 
correct feelings for those who have ops 
posed his measures. It is not often that 
I write for the Press; 1 dislike sesing 
measures supporied by imputing the 
most unworthy motives te those who are 
oppesed to them, it causes a belief that 
there is something more behind the cur. 
tain than meets the pablic eye. Every 
person in the Province is interested in 
its Laws and Institutions; and whatever 
changes may be made, whether for avil 
or goed, will remain long after the hen 

of the government may cease to occupy 
the station he now fills, if therefore the 
measures be beneficial. His Excellency 
has discharged his duty; if evil conse- 
quences flow from them, those who re- 
main in the Province will feel their 
effects. Hence I feel it to be the duty 
ofall who have an interest in the coun- 
try, carefully te examine all those mea- 
sures, and not allow themselves to beled 
away by misrepresentation. 

The various and leading measures of 
the Executive, are the Municipal Cor- 
poration Bill, Board of Works Bill, the 
Road Bill, and last, tho’ not least ¢ the 
surrender by the House of Assembly to 
the Executive Government the right of 
Initiating all Money Grants.’ I'he Biils 
have been circulated through the coun~ 
try, for the purpose of affording informa~ 
tion to the publie, in order that the peo- 
ple may be apprised of the advantages to 
be derived (rom them: and as in all pro- 
babiliiy an Election will take place, 
duricg the next rammer, the electors will 
have an opportunity ‘of returning such 
persons who are favourable to them, or 
rejecting those who may be opposed to 
them. ‘I'he Municipal Corporation Bill 
is the only measure of the Executive 
that passed the House, and upon which 
the House were equally divided, two 
members, said to be adverse to the Bill, 
were absent. What amendments were 
made to the Bill in the House of As- 
sembly, I am at a los? to know, but 
judging from the debates in the Legis: 
lative Council, ss reported in the Sen- 
tine!, I suppese the Bill wnderwent an 
almost entire change. The hon. John 
Robertson, who opposed the Bill, in a 
speech worthy of being read, observes: 
<The Bill which had been sent up by 
the Lower House, would be found on 
comparing it with the printed wie to 
be nothing more than the mutilated re« 
mains of the original document; and 
looking over it he could trace no resera~ 
blance, except at the beginning and the 
end.’ I have carefully examined the 
printed Biil, and am at a loss to dis- 
cover the great advantages it gives to 
the people, beyond the power of allowing 
the Council to be elected by them, to 
impose taxation to an almost unlimited 
extent. It gives to the Crown the pat. 
ronage of appeinting the Warden and 
County Clerk. I'hese officers must 
necessarily be paid; the Councillors must 
be paid, altho’ there is a section in the 
Bill to the contrary, they could hardly 
be expected to attend four weeks in the 
year without pay, any more than the 
members of Assembly. The County Sar- 
veyor, County Auditors, and many other 
Officers will have to be paid. For these 
Salaries, for the Iraprovement of the 
Roads, Bridges, Schools, Scheo! Houses, 
they may tax the County; in short, for 
every expense the County Council may 
incur. ‘The Poor will have to be pros 
vided for the same as now. The expen» 
ses attending the administration of jus- 
tice in the County, will have to be pro- 
vided (or by“the County Councils, the 
same as at the present time. View these 
Corporations 1a any wuy you cheose, 
expense to the County will be the result, 
and direct taxation must consequestly 
follow. As to their appointing Town 
and Parish Officers instead of the Ses: 
sions, a8 i3 now the case, if it be desir. 
able to vest that power directly in the 
people of their respective Parishes, it 
may be easily done by a short enact- 
ment, authorizing the Town Clerk to 
hold an Electien for the different Parish 
Officers, it would thus be cheaply dene, 
and the power at once given to the 
people instead of wadividually, through 
the contemplated County Councils. The 
Elections for County Councillors would 
be attended with expense, aad at these 
annual elections, tt is much to be feared 
the feelings, common at elections, would 
be excited, and a struggle for the as- 
cendancy. In a word, the benefits would 
be preblematical—the expense and taxa- 
tion would be certain, The Bill does 
not make it imperative upon Counties 
to incorporate, and therefore, say its 
advocates, it 18 all left to the free will 
of the people; two-thirds mast apply by 
petition to the Governor, before (hey 
can get a charter, and the petition and 
names must be published, and the Couan- 
ties need not take unless they want it. 
This is vather a specious argument. 

But | differ altogether from them ia this 
respect: it iz the worse feature in the 
measure. Yhen the Government send 
forth n measure which they conceive 
calzalated to benefit the Country, why 
make it optional? It ought to be like ull 
other laws, imperative to be acted upon; 
but it speaks in words ‘hit cannot be 
misunderstood, that there are doubts 

: about its being acceptable to the conn. 
try, and might not take so well with the 

House; but if it 15 to be so salutary ia 
its operation, why put the inhabitants of 

the several Counties to the tronble of 
petitioning, and the expense ofa charter, 
This petitioning will have a tendency to 
produce no good; there will be petitions 
for the charter, and petitions against— 
bad feelings will be created, and some 
time will elapse before it will subside— 
all classes will be called: upon to sign 
petitions one way or the other; and thus 
this peaceful and happy Colony, would 
be disturbed from one end to the other... 
That such an apple of discord should be 
recommended . by the government is 
certainly most surprising. It is well that 
this measure was rejected, and most sin" 
cerely do I hope that the country will 
see, what must necessarily follow. from 
the passing of such an Act, for if the 
Bill had passed, and the Counties did 
not incorporate, the Road Bill was cona 
templated to compel the Statute Labour 
to be cemmuted, and paid in money to 
the County Treasurer, and by him paid 
once semi-annually to the Board of 
Works, to be expended by that body. 
‘The Road Bill, and Board of Works, 
were rejected. lt is easy to stir up, but 
very difficult to allay, agitation; and 
this happy and contented Province may 
be distracted and disturbed by the agi- 
tation of thess measures for years to 
come. Surely these measures will not 
be further urged by His Excelleney,— 
the inhabitants of this Province desire 
them not. Let the people carefully exx 
amine this measure, they will find that 
if adopted 1t will make them pay taxes 
to an alarming extent, and eventually to 
compel them to make, and keep up, 
their Roads and Bridges, their Schools, 
(which are now to a certain extent pro- 
vided for out of the Provincial Revenue) 
by taxation in a direct form. [ft has 
been urged -that this measure is only 
introducing Brifish institutions into the 
Province, but I beg to be informed what 
County in Frgland has its County 
Council, similar, or bearing a resem- 
blance to what is propesed to be here 
introduced. True it is that there are 
fithings and bundreds in England, but 
what was their origin; King Alfred, it 
is said, established them, but he 1nsti- 
tuted the tithings to prevent the rapines 
and disorders which formerly prevailed 
in the realm; they were composed of ten 
Freeholders, and their families, whe 
dwelt together, and were sureties or free 
pledges to the King for the good be~ 
baviour of each, and therefore antiently 
no man was suffered to abide in Kagland 
above forty days, unless he enrolled him- 
self in some tithing, It was more like 
restraint than freedom. The institutions 
of the Province are known and wnder- 
stood, ‘and are far from being burthen- 

some, and where is the necessity of 
change. 

The introduction of Municipal Core 
[rations or District Councils in Canada 
as ‘only been of recent date, their 

utility is not yet made apparent. In 
what was Lower Canada, they do not 
succeed at all. Our neighbours on the 
other side of the Bay de Chalear would 
rather dispense with them,—they too 
plainly see taxation involved beyond 
their means, In Upper Camada, some 
have succeeded, others not. The 
* Cobourg Star’ thus speaks of sur Muni- 
cipal Bill, ¢ We perceive that a Bill for 
the introduction of Municipal Councils 
in New Brunswick, was passed in the 
House of Assembly, by the casting vota 
of The Speaker, but its consideration was 
postpened by the Legislative Council 
till next Session. The clearer the 
Colonies net yet inflicted with this 
measure, steer of it, the better it will 
be for their prosperity, peace, and good 
government: but here, with every 
inclination to give the Bill a far trial, 
it bas signally and acknowledgly failed, 
and in its next Session, even its god. 
fathers will be among the first to eall 
for some alterations, and amendments.’ 
Se thit even in Upper Canada, the 
measure has not been found to answer, 
and it would be well for this Province, 
to pause ere they adopted any new 
measure, however beautiful in theory, 
or however high the authority, from 
whence it might emanate. It is impos- 
sible thatany man, however distinguished 
for his talents, or bis knowledge of the 
wor'd canin alew months make himself 
sufficiently acquainted with the insti. 
tations growing up wich the Colony, 
and produce measures effecting am 
almost entira change, suitable to the 
wants and feelings of the people. 

The inhabitants of this Province are 
not behind any oftheir fellow subjects ia 
loyalty, intelligence and enterprize; 
they are unwilling to adopt any changes 
for the mere purpose of change, believing 
that all change is not reform. 

FRANK. 
April 28, 1842. 
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