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THE GLEANER, &c.

i
they would be guilty of a breach of the trast

which had been confided to them. They held
the strings of the public purse for the benefit
and advantage of the Provingce. The loose
manaer in which appropriations had been made
must cease. No loan coald be obtained until
they had adopted a new mode. The Mother
Country could not believe that the interest
would ‘be paids or that the loan itself wosld:
be appropriated to the benefit of the Province.
A great deal: depended upon that House. If
the loan could be obtained it might have the
effect of bringing capital into the Province.—
There wasut present more ungranted land in
this Province than in Upper Canada, which
afforded a fine opportunity to a good class of
settlers. - It ~appeared to him that it was of
the - utmost importance to the Province. He
must say that the various- sabjects which had
been iniradaced in the speech, showed great
zeal and industry on the part of his Excellency
the Lieat. Governor, for which he deserves
the greatest credit. As he observed that his
hon. and learned friend. from the county of
Glowcester was ready to make a speech, he
woun!d conelude by repeating that his Excellency
had done his daty to the Province in having.
bronght forward so many important - measures
noder their consideration.

Mr. Exp considered it as every man’s busi-
ness to weigh the measures proposed, and to
express his opinion upon them. It appeared-
that the constitation of the country was about
to be totally altered. He was willing to give
credit ‘to the motives which urged his  Excel-
lency to compose the speech under considera«
tion, He had no desire to injare the feelings,
ofothers, but gentlemen must not be offended
if ‘their views did not meet with the concur~
rence of all around them. The influence of
govarnment, he said, was very great, he admit
ted it was not improperly ‘exercised, and was
willing to pay it every deference. The mem-
bers ‘of the Fxecutive Council therefore must
take mno ‘offence, if other members of-the honse
differed from them on subjects on which. they
were equally competent to form an opinion: and
for his own part he must be zonvinced: that a
pressing necessity existed, before he would
consent to so great an organic chunge as' had
been proposed: and nothing had - occurred . to
convince him, that they shounld- upturn the
constitation of this happy colony, in the way
in which they were called npon to do. The
most important measare proposed s the intro.
duction of muuicipal institutions,  Could any
one ‘say they would work well: in this
Province; they would pat them. on a par with
the United States, snd in his opinion put them
in the same condition. ~He was willing to
extend the elective principle where he was
satisfied it wouald do good; bat he thought it
had already been carried far enough. When
the forefathers of many of the people of- this
Province settled in it, they came from a country
where caucusses were in vogue; and had seen
the consequences.- It was the fiee constitu-
tions that had boen: granted -to the revolted
colonies which did all the mischief: and- had
they not have hadthose free constitutions there
woald have been no rebellion; the real cause
of which was the infusion of* the democratic
inflaence aund its reckless ezercise. It was.
that which sowed- the seeds of disloyalty. —
Considering municipal institations as totally
nonecessary at present,—and- because they
were not asked for, and- in fact were pressed
~mpon the Legislutare, e could not consistently
aupport any measures of the kind: Notwith~
standing the respect he entertained for the
goverament, he hoped the House would: pause
before they agreed to extend those institutions
to this country, for they could not retrace their-
steps.  Once pass the measore, and-it could
not be recalled. Let genilemen look at Nova
Scotia and see how badly those public. meetings
worked ‘there; when he lived in Westmorland
he had an opportanity of knowing that the
Justices in Cumberland were interrupted and
checked by meetirgs.of that descripion; and
therefore he did not think similar bodies were
necessary inthe present day, He trusted the
House would not be urgedto adopt themin a

reckless manver. It had been said the School:

System needed reform, but it could be reforms
ed without this terrible experiment. 'The
Schools were in some . instances improving, and
with reference to others, the proposed change
would not remove the difficnlty. The Office
of Audit had been referred to —The present
.system of auditing the accounts had been termed
a disgraceful system,—bat it had been forced
upon the House, as there is really no Boeard
of Audit in the conntry,~-and the known incas«
pacity of the gent'eman in that office has coms
pelled the Assembly to do the duty, or it
would not have been done atall, for he was
atotal incubus., Did Lord Sydenbam know
when he denounced the present system, that
he gentlsman whose duty it is to aadit the
sccoants, was unfit for 11?—Did he know that
there is a class of persons here who think the
ountry must support them? He was willing
o voie hisfull salary to that gentleman, ifhe
would get out of the way, and let some person
whe knew how to handle the accounts sncceed
hira. g With regard to the Apprepriations, the
learned” gentlemen said bho was decidedly
iinst contracting a Loan, as he considered
1e revenus - eufficient, [la regarded public
eredit, and when the Provinde ahould have
become involved in debt, it would be no longer
a Provinee,—for when they contracted a debt
they would lose their independence, in the
same manper as a private individaal woold ba
afected. - As respected an alteration in Voting
Snpplies, allusion bad been made to the House

of Commons, which, becanse it was foond im-
possible to restrain theit votes, had given up
the privilege of originating them. In that
body there were upwards of 680 members, and
if all stood up with claims there would be no
supplying them,—but it was different in a
small body composed of cnly 32 members.
Suppose this patronage were given up, would
they be better off? At present nothing is
forced, every ltets is passed separately, ‘and
after being agreed to by the Legislative Coun-
cil, they are all included in one bill. He
mentioned this with reference 1o the Pablic
Press, that the people might know that those
who described the present as a rotten system,
were setting them against the House of Assem-
biy, whoe form their legitimate protectors.
There never was a better system,—the Honse
have the strings, but the other branch has a
voice. Money, he said, was the root ef all
evil.—Let them leave the constitation as they
found: it: as this would probably be the last
session of the present Assembly., They had
been told that the government shoald come
down and recommend the appropriations,—
he meant no disrespect to the members of the
government, but ke knew more of the wants
of the county he represented than they .did,
and others might say the same. He would not
exchange his local knowledge for what they
possessed. ~ If the measare was carried, sup-
pose himself or any other gentleman were ot
sufficiently cbsequious: there wounld be some
underhaod influence. The members he said
were the. legitimete means therough which the
people should apply,—and he was not disposed
to give up that right toany government in the
Province. . It had .not been his practice.to press
the privileges of the House,—bat it was time
to step forward and urge them now, for if this
measare were carried out, there would be an
end to.them  sll. The 'speech, the learned
gentleman. continaed, referred to different Bills
ralative to the criminal and . insolvent laws;
one of these—the Bankropt Bill, he was with
Mr Kinoear appointed to prepare, and when it
was brought forward, he should be prepared
to suppart its provisions. The Board of Werks
alluded to, he considered as an ignis fetons;
and -the public works, such as Barracks and
others, must be better performed than at pree
sent, before he would ugree to such an. appoini«
ment, Even in. Sir. Archibald Campbell’s
time, the royal road was opened, sbout which
there wasso much animadversion. If a Board
of Works were formed, did gentlemen think
more compelent persons would be found than
at present: he would find rough-shod Saper-
visors, who did not understand an angle that
would maks as good a road es the best engi-
neer who could be fosnd.—There, was the
Metis road, which was surveyed . by one of
these gentlemen, whose compatations amounted,
to nearly £30,000; while two others belong.
ing to the Province went over the same space,
and estimsted the cost at £13,000; and he
would sooner employ them at the larger sum,
than the former at the emailer. In., a clear
country they wonld do very well,—but bhe
wounld rather have the hon. gentleman from
Chaslotte in this. The only objection was that
he was.a member of the House; as persons
so employed should have no seat either in the
Council or Assembly; and ‘he considered- the
present system in that respent as disgraceful.
The learngd gentleman said he would not
trespass longer npon the atention of the Coms
miltee, as the subjacts referred to in the speech
would again come ap in their proper places;
and hoped a remedy woald be found without
resorting. to those organic changes that had
been proposed, for he trembled at their cons
sequences. He considered municipal institations
as uncalled for. His honor the Speaker had
said he would have the British constitation here
in sttong_contrast with. that of the Uaited
States. It was because he wished to do so
that he opposed the present measares, and
wounld rather even suspend ihe purity of our
own constitation, if it resembled those of our
republican neightours: and which he censidered
as already sufficiently democratic. He con-
claded by saying, that .he respected the
individuals who composed  the Esecative
Copncil.—bnt it would have been wise in them
to have advised His Excellency to have
hesitated,—and he thought afier he should have
resided in this comntry three or four years, that
he would not have a:tempted to introduce those
organic changes, which had that day. been
the subjects of discossion.

Mr. L. A. WiLmor said  that in deeiding
upon the various subjects recommended in the
speech, they were not 1o consider this as a
district Province, but as an .appendage of a
vast empire, as one of a pumber of colonies,
and with reference o these colonies by which
we are surrounded. And it was also of im-
portance te bear in mind what had taken place
recently in Canada; and when similar measures
came down recommended esnd well guarded,
they shouid see if these could not ba adopted
with advantsge and applied to this coantry.
And if the argnments of the learned member
{or Glongester could be spplied to municipal
institntions they would bear with greater force
gs to the choice of membersfor & Represesta-
tive Assembly; he wenld show befora he eat
down, that they cat down every thing demoa
cratic Bat those who oppose municipal in=
stitntions must bear io mind, that they are
essentially British, snd were coeval with the
present government,—that England would not
have been Eogland without those institotions.
And it was no argament against the usefulness
of a system. thst it might be abused. That
boroughs shonld not have been established,

becauss subsequently the population removed,
and they afterwards became what are termed
rotten boroughs. If the rate pagers were not
sufficiently intelligent to choose common couns
il men for the management of their local
concerns, were they fit to send membetfa to
that House, armed with powers to make laws,
impose taxes, and expend revenues of the
couniry. -If the hon. member for Gloucester
meant that in his county there were not suffis
cient intelligence and ability for the intreduction
of municipal institutions there, he could only
say he believed it would form a solitary ex-
ception to other parts of the Province, where
he contended they wounld be found. Bat
becanse every thing had worked well heretos
fore, it was contended that under an 1mproved
system it would not work well hereafter. But
at present, as the hon. member for Queen’s
had shown, there was taxation withont repres-
entation. The learned gentleman here descrix
bed various subjects upon which the House
was snnaally called to legislate, even to the
Repairs of highways and appointment of hog-
reeves,— and he coatended thatthere was no
necessily for this deseription of = Provincial
legislation. The Bill for establishing these
municipal institutions he said, would be suffi-
ciently guarced, and they wounld not be pers
mitted to go beyond the law of the land. Then
there were the moral effects which those instis
tutions. wonld have upon. the Province,—and
he looked upon these as most important. Hon,
members had been. told that their ancestors
came from. e country of town meelings and
caucusses,—and had the then wilderness state
of the country been fit for.these public demon-
_strations, they would have introduced them
here. Bat they had thought the <country,
thinly. settled as it was, fit for a representative
.body,—to whose members had been.given
privileges for the benefit of their constitaents,
of which the learned gentleman during the
_present session had sought to deprive them.
In 1826, he (Mr. Ead) had described this as a
happy country, and opposed those changes
that then took place,—notwithsthnding which
he now declares that it was yeta happy coun<
try; and againopposes further concessions.
Then with reference to the Boaid of Works,—
the Committee were told that it would be
employed to lay out roads. But the assumps
tion that there might be abuse, would afford no
argument against the system itself. He (Mr.
W.) took it that the Bill when sent down
would be found to contain the necessary guards,
—and then the Legislatare could see thatthe
duties were execated properly,

Ile wovld ask the learned member for
Gloucester, why it was that last year he voted
£3,000 for one road, and £1,000 for another;
—did he know what was required for either?
But was itnot because there wasa combinati-
on among tha members themsz)ves, and not
because there wasany fair principle of divi
sion. The fact was, the Assembly had been
hitherto voting in the dark, and before they
had received reports of the expenditure of one
sumn, they had voted another for the same
objects; and he boped. if & proper audit of
secounts were establiched, that no further som
would on any account be granted, until it
was known how the previous amount had been
expendeds He repeated, the House had voted
in the dark, because they did not know how
the public monies were. expended, aad be«
cause they did not know what work was to be
wccomplished. Bat this difficalty. would be
got rid of by the establishment ofa Board of
Works. If he wunderstood its object, it
would prepare estimates of the sums that
would be wanted for any particular service;
the measare could then be proposed to the
House, and it would be for the Legislature to
say whether the amount should be grauted.
The system hitherto had been what might be
termed a reciproeal system. A Board: of
Works would enlighten members on points
that they might not fully understand. The
learned ‘member for Gloacester had said this
weald be depriving members ef patronage.
He, (Mr W.) was willing-to. have his hands
tied in this respect-—he did not regard patro«
nage. The Committee had been told - the
Provinee was gelling on well: bot he had
made a calealation, and found that the amount
granted during the lust seven yesrs for roads
and bridges, was £240,000,—about £130
for every mils of read, and there were many
of them still ‘in an unfinished state. Last year,
the five and ten per cents. alens amounted to
£4;100,, which was a large annual Tax. The

. Board of Works would pot cost haif that, and

there would be responsibili‘ies which st present
do not exist. 'Then there was the Statute
Labour, which, wera it paid in money, would
be far more productive. The present plan
was for a man to do as littie worls as possible,
even on roads pagsing by his own door,—and
the learned gentleman said-ho felt satisfied
that were Statute  Laboar commated to a
shilling, er even eix pence a day, that more
work would be done. * He hoped that hereafier
the subject would be considered, and that a
poor pereon would not be taxed, or that he
would be emploved on the roads. The
learned member for Gloucester hed come out
strong!y against a Loap, and he himseliwoald
be against it if the present system were
contimned, ag it was impossible to know what
sams wounld be voted away ontil the Committee
of Supply rices. He, (Mr E) had told the
Committes to be involved in debt would
render this a poor slavish country. But he
would refer the lesrned gentleman to England,
who had by thie means been enabled to carry

oa her wars, to fit ont her navies, aod to make }

her roads and bridges.—It was upor the prin-
ciple of Loans that the greatest public worke
in Great Britain bad been undertaken, The
same remark would apply to the United
States; and altbough it was proposed in some
instances to repudiate their public debts, yet
that would not be the case here. The first
object would be to see how the money could
be applied beneficially, and' then, if necessary,
call for a loaa. The learped gentlaman said
be should be happy if the departments for
collecting the revenue could be consolidated,
he hoped something would by which a saving
could be effected, and facilities afforded for
the transaction of business, He must say
geunerally that he was pleased with the mea-
sures that had been recommended,—it was
there they must be discussed—and if members
thought the country was not fit for muncipal
institutions, they would reject them. These
measures would be introduced in the shape of
Biils, and he should be favourable to their
pessing, provided there were not too much
populsr inflaence introduced on the one hand,
and the Executive had not too much power on
the other. He should be opposed to the ap«
pointment of Wardens by the government,
and he had yet tolearn th  the people were
aafit for the enjoymznt of municipel institu-
tions.
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Continved.

Christianity has also done a great deal tos
wards improving the important relation of
Master and Servant. It takes the poor and
oppressed unnder its special protection; teach«
es them to submit to their Jot without repi-
ning, and disposes their masters to treat them
with humanity and Kkindness, It requires us
to treat all men, in whatever rank they may
be placed, us brethren, and as possessed of
rights which cannot be violated but with the
greatest injustice. It grants its privileges to all
men withont respect of persons, and addresses
its consolatiens to ¢ rich and peer, Jew and
Greek, bond and free.” Among even the freest
States of the ancient world, the majority of the
inhabitents were notonly deprived of the rights
of freemen, bat they were placed in a state
of the most abject slavery. At Athens, in the
one hundred and tenth Olympiad, there were
about twenty slaves (or every citizen! Wealihy
Romans carried their ostentatious extravagunce
to such an extent, that we find in several in<
stances ten or even twenty thousand slaves
in the possession of one individual. Not only
were these unfortupate beings deprived of that
freedom which is the unalienablo birthright of
every man, and of which no one has a right 10
deprive his brother withoat just capse,~—bst
many of them were subjected to the harshest
treatment, and suffered the most cruel oppres-
sion. There were no doubt, some slaves who
had been born in their master’s houses, and
who were therefore treated with comparative
mildness, but the number of these was very
emall. The generality of those who had been
reduced to this degrading condition, (and let
it be. remembered they formed the greater part
of the community) were exposed to every kin
of hardship and indignity. The power of their
masters over them was unlimited® the law®
afforded them no protection against his insalts
and ermelty: he conld put them to death for
the most trifling offences, snd even for his
amusement; and thousands of them were
frequently obliged to murder one another! In
Sparta, as is well known, the Lacedemonian
youth were often let loose upon the poor Her
lots, and allowed te kill every one they met,
in order to, whet and satisfy their blood thirsty

appetite'

These abominatious have, throngh the pre<
valence of christianity, been in a great measur®
abolished. The Gospel does not, 1t is truds
command the immediate abolition of slavery
for several very obvions reasons. For whe?
it is a punishment for enormous erimes, it ¥
petfectly allowable and just. And hesu'ie'l
had an injanction for the immediate emancip®?
tion of slaves been given, it would have caus€
the greatest confusion, and introdoced evi!®
mach more grievoua than those which it prop”
sed to remedy. Eut christianity does wht
benevolence joined with wisdom dictafess
By inculeating a spirit of kindness and a regh’
to the interests of every man, it has laid the
foundation for the entire abolition of a p.'ﬂc“cd
which had become the source of misery 8%
torment to more than half of the human ”’M"
Its natural and direct tendency is to p”’"en‘
every. unlawfal method of depriving men ‘is
theit natoral rights: and every ove who
acquainted - with the history. of the ‘(?h“",:c;
knows that by. following out. the spirit Wl:'m
the Gospel enjoins, relief and comfort W&
administered to this neglected and degrs 1o
class of our fellow creatares. One of "l
earliest effecta of christianity, was the efiort
which the followers of Jesus made, to pr D=
the liberstion of their enslaved bre‘t‘h' e
Christians were the nriginntors of every anelo
which had for its object the emancipstio®. g
alaves. This they coneidercd as the ”"Pm'z
of christian devotion: and christian ”‘"!e")-‘vu-
early began to graot fresdom to theif 1
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