w.am WY W'Q

- Y W

, ‘gt dl Al . o ST 4

AR QLB

And Northumberland, Kent, Gloucester, and Restigouche Schediasma.

Volume XEII:|

Nec aranearum sane textus ideo melior, quia ex se fila gignunt, nec noster vilior quia ex alienis libamus ut apes.

Number 28.

Miramichi, Tuesday Morning, FMarch 22, 1542,

]
S

™ to corsume our manufactures at home as the

THE GLLA-NER' Corn Laws can be identified wirth it.
e | We have made these abservations, not be:
cause we consider that the question of the
Corn Laws should cease to be urged upon the
attention of the Government, but because we
fear that other evils at least as injurions, and
extensively active in their operations, may be
THE CORN LAWS NOT THE SOLE CAUSE OF | overlooked in the effort to obtain a repeal of
DISTRESS, | the duty on corn. Besides this, it 1s evident
We on Tuesday last referred to the impolicy | that her Majesty’s Government will immediate~
of those advocates of commercisl reform who | ly propose a plan fer the alteration of the
confioe their arguments and their speculations | Corn Laws,—ard we feel convinced that the
to a repeal or an alteration of the Corn Laws; | consideration which has been almest exclusive-

—— l

THE BRITISH PRESS.

From the London Shipping Gazette.

thus shulling oa! in a great measure, from |
public consideration other questions counected
with the tanff of most momentous import to
the trading wellare of this country. The
imprudence of such a coarse could not be made
wore manifest than it was rendered by the
ewcolar of the Manchester coiton houses,
which led os 10 make those remarks,—for
while in that doeamont the Corn Laws are
made exclusively the great head and origin of
the evils which beset our maaufacluring in-
teresta, it is proved by statistical retarns in
the same circular that the exports of the
counlry are increasing, and that the whele
falling off in the consumption of manufactared
eotton in the last year, has been at home.
This fact at oace demonstrates that the Corn
Laws, however unfavorable they operate upon
our trade in their existing siale, are peverthes
less but one ingrediens amongst the mauny of
whioh the origin of the mischief is composed,
and that a prodent alieration of these laws
would not therefore by any means serve to
remove the great impediments by which the
progress of our manufactaring prosperity hus
been so seriously obstracted.

It is in some measure nataral that those who
aro exclasivelv engaged in the cotlon manulacs
tare—the raw material for which 18, compara-
tively speaking, untaxed—look, in seeking for
relief, in the first place, to those imposts
which affect the price of labour engaged n
their own trade, and check the facilities which
should exist for procuring retarne from foreign
sountries for their produce,—and this of course
lends them immediately to the consideration of
the Corn Laws. Bat let them weigh well the
fact which they bave demonstiated so clearly
in the Manchester circalar, that the great
falling off in the consumption of their wares
has been at home, and the necessity of geeking

ly bestowed opon them may be well given,
at the present tune, to the means by which a |
general and prudent revision of the (ariff may
be eflected. ;

From the London Britannia,
THE DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM.

The withdrawal of this distisguished friend
of the agricultural interest from the Cabinet is
to be regreited, because with a new Minstry, |
and with a mean, virulent, and intrigoing |
enemy on the waich, the Cabinet cannot be |
t00 strong,—yet as we cannot bring ourselves
to snppose that Sir Robert Peel has the slightest ?
intention ol szcrificing the rights of the farmer, |
or of any other class of sociely, to a thing so
trivial, and temporary too, as the popularity of
the streets, we must hope that the Duke’s re-
tirement has resulted rether from his going too
far foiward, than from ihe Minister’s falling
too far behind |

A simlar instance occurs in Lord Ashley, |
We are convinced that no man can be more |
conacientioas than his Lordship, and that be |
thinks himself perfectly in the right; and yet |
many a man who has thooght eo before his |
Lordship, has proved to be in the wrong after |
all.  That the factory children should be pro~ |
tected is clear, bot the best mode is the ques- |
tion: and the mode which: Lord Ashiey so |
vigorously and so conscientiously urges, way |
not be the most certain to atiain even its own |
| ends.  Protection. us often overshoots the |

mark as falls below it. ©n the whole, we are !
| most disposed to.confide in the great experience |
! of the Minister, and in his remarkable discre- |

{ tion, than in the generous inexperience of a |
Q senator, but just coming into public life, wholly |
| new to office, and excited by a personal ardour |
| fur a parucular cavse.

i Another instance is the Marquis of Lundon.

for other causes of thiy evil than the Corn | derry. We have always had a great respect |
Laws, to the removal of which they should | for the Marquis, as an honest politician, a |
sedulously apply themselves, will at once | manly asserter of his opinions, and a steady
develop itself. It is evident, from the fact and consistent Conservative. - We know the
that the exports of manuafactared cottons has | miserable attempts that have been made by

increased, that want of employment for the
operative (althoagh the wani of employment
be (slt to a lamentable degree). did not exist
to a serious extent in excess over ithe want of
employment iR the previoas year: neither
counld the difficulties of obtaining retarns have
been increased, nor was the price of corn high«
er than in 1840. The two former facts aro
proved, as we have siated, by the increase of
the export cotion manufactures,~—the last
statement is universally known,—the falling
off, therefore, in home consumption of cottons
is attributable to. other caases, acting in
vigorous and mischievous combiaaiion with
the existing Corn Laws, and not l2ss injuriounsly
than those laws; and it is also evident that
smongst other classes of the community than
amoogst the vast masses of employed in the
manufactare of cotton, we mu«t look ‘or a
share of the distress which has decroased our
home . consumption of cotton manufzctures.

If then commercial classes, who so natarally
and anxiously desire toremove the causes of
our trading. distress, would ect effzctively in
procuring. their object, they will dovote their
a'tention and their efforts to the ecnigin of the
distress amangst other branches of trade as
well as that in cotton, Let them for instance
look closely to the evils which result from our
timber daties. Let them contemplate the vast
amount of employment which woald be the
consequence if a proper impetus were given
to our Shipping Interest by such an arrange-
ment of thess duties as would enable our ship-
buaiiders to build vessels which woald not only
cowmpete in cheapness with those of foreigners,
but obtain a market in foreign coantries. Let
them consider the state to which a vast number
of operatives have been reduced by the present
timber daties—that not only &re more than
two thirds of the shipwrights of the kingdom

ot of employment, but that the cabwet rade ; 08 Sir Kobert Peel.
has been almost annihilated by the effects of

osr tariff,  Let them look to the linen trade—
daily decreasing because of our import daties.
Ll them view the results of those duties di.
tectly wpon almost every other trade, and
indicectly npon the agricultural clisses, and
they wii} find that the duties npon raw mate«
tiels enployed in those trades are at least
Wally mixed up with the origin of the inability

! the coxcombs of fashion 1o laugh him down;
but we equally know that there is not among
all our diplomstists a uwobleman who would
have made a better Ambassador to the first
Court of the Continent—who wou/d have
sustained the honors of his couniry in a higher |
style, or conducted its negociations with a |
wore acute and intelligent sense of duty. |
brave officer in the field, a eplendid novle ul]‘
Court, and a shrewd, yet straightforward negos |
ciator, no man could be more fiited for the !
highest trust abroad. Yet we have his own
declaration, that sach a trust was offered to
him, and he declined. The reason has not |
been given, but we cannot doubt that it was
an honorable one, and we as little doubt that !
it was a mistaken one. The state of the gene-
ral case between the Minister and those dis-
tingaished persons is thig; he has much expe.
rience and large views; he must consult for
many, and be must regulate his measures so
as to meet the fair interests of allj it is his
daty to leek at publia measares on all sides,
iand having principie and intell'geace, nothing
:in. the shaps of opposition to thwart either
!with,. it is only rational to jadge that he is
‘ right; while those who necessarily take more
! limited views are wrong. A short period will
fdec«de, whether the Minister deserves the
; opinion which the country has already formed
iof him. If he is manly, steady, and unbiassed,
| he may posses power as long as Pitt, and
| transmit his memory side by side with Put's
{10 fame. If he swerves, he is uadone,—he
!n.ay purchase a slippery popalarity, or recrnit
| his failing forces from a treacherous pariizan-
| ship, but the question of his. permanency is at
{an end. Yet he is tco sagacions not to see
| tais resuit, and too intelligent not to know
| how fatal to England would be another tyranay
| of Whiggism. The coantry relies, and rightly,

! From the London Atlas,
: ARRIVAL OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA,

| What with the arrival of tha King of Prassia
and the christening of the infant Prince of
Wales, sha lieges of this happy aund loyal land
have been kept in a boiling state of excitement
! for the space of some nine or ten days. Ofa
vority the geod peopls of England do dearly !

love a nine day’s wonder; and, so long as
they have the enjoyment of the holiday, the
bustle, and the thrdng, your thorough bred
sight hunters are blessed with a philosophic
indifference as to the cause that has assembled
them together in maeses. The christening of
a Prince, or the funeral of a Monarch will
serve their tarn equally well. The execution
of a criminal or a Lord Mayor’s shew alike
allares its crowe of gazers. We have litle
faith in the genuineness of popular feeling, in
spite of all its noisy demonstrations. We
know that, if it exist at all, it is mutable and
unstsble as the wind, And there is this evil
quality in the manifesiations by the populace
of approbation and attachment—ibhat with
mean servility they are offered vp to the rich,

| the titled, and the fortunate, with ecarcely

ever a reference to desert. Certain events,
indeed, may bring this or that conspicuons
person into disrepute with the mob; but, as 8
general rale, the observation of the caustio
Juvenal holds good—

‘ Torba Remi sequuntar. fortunam, ot semper,
et odit

Dampatos e

Be this, however, as it may, the King of
Prossia has arrived, and is still oor honorec
guest,—the heir to a nation has been solemnly
installed: an unconscions ‘nember, and the
probuble fatare head, of the Protestant Church
of England. And all this has been done with

| grest pomp and magnificence of cerenionial
| well becoming this

mighty country, the
merchants of which are princes, her landowns
ers magnates, and her operative producers
starving paupers Processions were marshalled,
and troops arrayed; guns were fired, and
trumpets sounded, colours were prasented, and
knightly protestations made. Prayers were
said, and hymns sung in the temple,~ Ana-
creontics were chauted, and toasts proposed
over the festive bosrd. Limners were en~
covraged to prolong by their *¢ serenely silent
art”’ the memory of the scene, and poetasters
were made Joyful by the appearance of their
effusions on the auspicions occasion in the
newspapers. Moreover, the Times, in chanta~

| ble consideration for those who might not

possess a Common Prayer Book, did reprint
** the ministration for the pablic baptism of
infants™ in the body of ita report of the christe
ening ceremonial in 8t. George’s Chapel.

But amidst all these rejoicings—amiast the
booming of cannon, and the clangour of tram-
| pets,—the hallelojuhs of choristers and. the
! shouts of multitudes, the pageantry ol proces-
| sions, and the glare of illaminations—amidst
"all this * pride, pomp, and circomstance’ of
royalty, were thera ro reflections. which
pressed themselves, painfully and oppressively,
upon the mind of an unexcited observer far
different from the holiday feelings caunsed by
the mere gaie'y of the scene? For ourselves
we admit that the gorgeous display of concen~
trated wealth, magnificence, and lavish expens
diture that we behe!d —the gathering together
of rank, power, and monopoly in all their
forms and phases —struck us in direfal cone
trast with the want and misery that pervade
the land. Let our rulers look to i, and that
right soon  The political horizon is darkling.

| Discontent is in tke hearts of the people—a
{ discontent that may neither be disregarded nor

suppressed, nor yet conciliated with temporary
palliatives and sectienal mitigations,

From the same,

THE SBUFFERINGS OF THE PEOPLE.

For many months past the provincial journals
have teemed with narratives of distress, The
London papeis, unable to report these miseries
in fall, or even to farnish any thing like an
epitome of them, have been compelled to treat
the painful suvject in general terms, and to
speak. loosely, snd therefore vaguely, of the
appaliing want that has been so long stalking
throogh the land. "T'he inhabitants of the
metropolis, consequently, bave had bat little
opportunity of estimating the extent or the
intensity of the misery under which so many
thousands of their fellow coun'rymen have
been so long suffering. The images of agony
piled vp in the leading articles of some of our
daily contemporaries have exercised bat a
slight inflaence in awakening: the poblic—we
mean the well housed public—to the wretched~
nees of all the manufacturing-and most of the
agricuitoral districts. People gel wsed to the

about for work or food, we are apt to be
| struck by a feeling of astonishment rather than
| sympathy, ond 1o shudder at the magnitade
. rather than the severity of the woe. A quick
~senge of the multitude of sufferers overwhelms.
| the sense of the cuffering itsell.  Individual
 privation is obscured in 1he immensity of the
accumnlation. A solitary case of want wounld
make a deeper impressicn than the starvation
!'of a legion. Tt woanld be distinct and intellj-
| gible  We should see in it the lineaments of.
~a common humanity; we wounld make the case
our own: we would imagine oar own children
| perighing in like manner in the midst of plenty,
—nusna we shovld. thus realize those horrers
that are lost in the crowded picture,

Until very recently the people of London
enteriained extremely indistinet notions of the
distress that prevailed throughoat the country.
But it has at last knocked at their own doors,
and come before them in u shape too palpable
to be mistaken or evaded. Thereis no longor
any danger that the natare or the pressure of
the misery shall be misunderstood. It hae
appeared in the streets of the metropolis, and
cried aloud for bread, and cannot be set aside
by magisterinl apothegins or workhoage eti~
querte.  Unul very recently the ordinary way
of speaking the distress was to express the
gentlest commisseration in the briefest terms,.
to add a smallcommonpluce about the severity
of the season, or the sarplus population, or
some other exhousted platiinde, snd to hint a
doubt whether, after all, these things were not
greatly exaggerated. Bat within the Jast
week or two such evidences have been disa
played of the reality of the distress in the
streets: of London as to deprive everybody of
the slightest ‘excuse for affecting insensibility
19 its demands.

We drew attention last week to the starts
ling fact that crowds of men, in groups of
thirty or forty, had collected n the public
streets, and that some of their number, withe
out violence or clamour, had entered the shops
of tha bakers, and, taking out loves of bread,
openly shared them amonget their companions.
We need not remind the readers of history—
especially those who do not wholly regard it
as an old almansc—that revolotions have
sometimes beguw in this way, and that neo
revolutions have ever been so decisive in their
issues as those that commenced: in the granse.
ries.

Bat the sequel of these seizares: of bread
presents the most remurkable feature in the-
case, ‘Fhe men who had thas availed
themselves. of the tempiing stores of the
bakers made no attempt to evade the
responsibility of what they had done, and,
when the police were called upon to take them
into custody, they yielded themselves op
without a syllable of remonstrauce! Indeed,
in most instances they even appeared to rejoice
at the circumsiance, hecauge it gave them a
legitimate opportunity of stating their grievance
before a magistrate. ~ In these facts we have
a complete reflection of the sofferings and’
conduct of the people under a grester amount
of actoal distress than has at any former time
been known in this. country. Thers never
was a time wheh Englishmen were plunged
into such a depth of almost hopeless poverty;
and’ never was there a time when Englishmen
bere their poverty with such resignation, firme
ness, or tranquillity. ¢ It is hard to perish for
wan! of bread,”’ exclasimed one of these brave
men, when a magiatrate reminded him that hs
ought not to steal. And long had they endored
that want before they laid hands upon the
bread; and when they did, conscious of the
illegality of the act, conscions that, wherever
the original evil lay, the baker at least onght
not to suffer, and ready to make all atonement
that might be required of them, they frankly
and* unhesitatingly resigned themselves into
the hands of jastice. A're these men common
depredators?  Are these men criminal in
the eye of the law? Does not the eriminality
rest morally with that crashing system of
Jegislation, which for the maintenance of a
cluss theory, condemns multitudes of men
to violats their own principies of right end
wrong?’

We will not here discuss the soaree of the
distress. OQur wholo object at this moment is
to impresa upon our readers the necessity of
recogn'zing  its  existence,  Some mensure
must  be devised speedily to mitigate the

misery of the poor, or it will, in all human

rhetorical compassion of’ the newepapera, and| probability, take a shape that will leave us no

gradually learn to regard it with indifference, | more time for deliberation

It ia at our doors

just as if it meant nothing; or as if the suffer- | aud must be met fuce to face. Yet, notwiths
ings it sometimes too truly depicts were really | standing these visible and tangible evils, that

a-factions grisvance in disgnise, Besides, the
general description of a famine is not caleu-
lated 1o taake a very deepimpression on the
casoal and hasty, reader.
thonsands and tens of thousands of haman
beings cast ont of employment, and roaming

When we read of | reassemblo until

have been gathering upon us for the Jast fow
monthe, Parliament was prorogued n the
teath of hundreds of petitions, snd i3 not to
next month.  That single
fact is in itself & voluminous commentary upon
the preseut high handed administraiion.




