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THE GLEANER, & c.

S

cannot Le conceived, Interrogatories of the
mest subtle and ensnaring tendency—ovser-
vations ingenionsly calculated to throw me
off my guard—iusidious leading questions
(which I had no learned counsel 1o ol ject tv)
~-cunning tiicks of speech, intended (o sur-
prise. me into a coutession or admission,
direct or indirect, of my presumed guilt,
followed each other antil my head was well
oigh dizzy. 1t there had been a wesk point
in my defence, i% must infallibly buve been
found out—had the hollow ground ot guiit
been under my feet, | had been engulphed
without redemption,

¢ But as all this ingenuity was, upon an
innocent inan, ‘necessarily thrown away, the
oficers at lsst desisted from question ng e,
and looked dubiously in each other’s fige’s,
Now the very strong presumption of my
heing a spy rested chiefly un this ground—
that the Prussians, from the time they had
1ook up their positicn, had suffered vo one,
iraveller or other, any more to pass on from
their side in the direction of the French; snd
they naturally concluded that, as wes customs
ary in ¢uch circumstances, the French would
have acted on the same rule, When they
saw me, therefore, come over from the
&rench side, the conclusion was alinost ine-
vitable that [ was a spy: and the evidence
of my innocence must lmve Leen very strong,
indeed, 10 hava counteryailed this potent
presumption ageinst it. My judges, as 1
have said, looked dyhiously into each other’s
faces.  * After wll,> av length began one—
for thry spake openly vefore me—¢ 1t is
poesitile that at the time the young man
passed, the encmv had really not teken up
their position, 1n  wbich case you know
there would bave beenno hindrence offered
1o his passing, so that you see there iz a
possitiity—mind, T say merely a poseibility
for I don’ build much on it—but there is .-n
possibility of his baving come over innocently
wid without bejug aware of the danger,’

¢ I think yon do well,’ ssid another, ¢ not
to muke too much of your possibility; yet I
confess myself perplexed, Appesrances are
desperateiy sgairstthe prisover; yet his own
appeerance and wnanner are a8 much in big
favor as those of sny men 1 ever sew,— This
i will ray—ecither heis innocent, or 8 most
accomplishe¢ knave, and an infivitely more
dangerous villain than a hundred such poor
caitiffs as we took yesterday. If he is a
#py, he is a perfect one.”

« I think,” remarked the former speaker,
¢ tuch a mere ycuth ould hardly be sach an
adepl in dissimulation; moreover, be is Spa-
bien by his tongue; and that is a people that
have more of the ox thin of the foxin them.’

1 see no grest difficulty,’ observed a
third, ¢ i dealing with this matter: iry fice
aud twenty laches for a eginning, My lite
on it the prevest marshal wiil bring more

months.’

€1 was now led back to my prison, and
ocenpied myeelf with think'ng over the
oecessary proofs of my innocence. At this
time came o my recollection a story which
had been told we in Swiizerlund by one
Boschet, of Pirns, it was to this effect.
Durivg the siege of Dresden, which took
placeir the seven years’ war, commanications
were secretly carried on between that towyp
and Pirna; uad the Pirna people having on
one oceasion bwred & young girl of fifteen
years of age, for u few groschen, to carry to
Dresden one of their despatches, of the con-
teats or nature of which she bad not an idea:
hoth the misgion snd its innocent bearer fell
into the hands of the besiegers, who forth-
with hung the poor child.

* The recollection of this story now de~
pressed me; and when 1 reflected on tLe 80
<alled ¢ hussar justice’ known to be acted
upon particularly in spy triale, on the ap-
sense of any enflicing preofs of my mnocence,
and ou the speedy effect which the tortgre of
the lash wouid have to wring from me g false
confession of guilt, 1 saw as I thought, tiag
my bours were numbered, and the oniy
consolation } had was in calling to mind that
shooting, as 1 had heard, wasa speedy and not
prinful mode of execution, and that to suffer
unjustly was sfter all, no such unheard of or
wiexampled fate.

* The prison, a8 I have said before, was
sitnated within the precincts of the main
guard, it had on the outer sides three strong
walls, and on the inner an iron gratm;:;
efore which the eentries on gusrd puced toe
aad fro. 1 hud not been long led bsck from
™My exawination, when a number of soldiers
crowded 1o this grating, pushisg and shoul-
dering their way 1o gaze un us asit we had
bren wild heagty,

* One of thege unlucky deviis is 1o be shot

1h!| evening, or at day break to-morrow,’
#aid one of our spectatore
¢ Serve ’em right,’

, growled another, with
many other the hike sywpathizing speeches,
Howaver, they were presently turned away,

and no further molestation of the kind wax

permiited to be offered ys, Ay
kn.ow thu® as I had not vet been pronounced )
guilty, mine could not be the execution thys
spoken of a5 #0 Dear—novertheless the im-

for me I

pression the scene bad made on me was far
from agreeable,

¢ A short time clapsed, and [ was called to
a further exaumination. On entering the
gusrd room ] noticed a certain grating which
bad not sppeared there on the former occa-
sion. What this boded 1 could but too well
divine: nevertheless ] felt no violent discom=
posure, only 1 was sensible all at once of a
peculiar burning beat nuder the tongue, no-
wise painful, bat which has so branded itseif
03 me that I retain to this day a distinct
and lively impression of it,

¢ Once more I was questioned on the
su*jects relating to my position, but uaturally
with a result as little eatisfactory to the
court as before; it was resolved, therefore,
to proceed without further delay to the ex-
periment of the lash, and orders were giver
that 1 should forthwith be seized up to the
grating aforementioned. T'hat moment 1 felt
# new spirit poesess me, I was enother maun,
Every trace of fear, all trepidition, all inquie~
tude was gone, With an undaunted miod, 1
looked 1y judges in the face, and asked for
vne moment’s speech before the putting ot
their purpose into egecation. With some
roughmess (for they were impatient) they
asked me what I had to say, and 1 spoke
with emphasis as follows:—

¢ Sirs! 1 am a trevellng handicraftsman,
not uccustomed 1o being flogged, and there-
fore my determination i3, at the ve y firet
stripe | receive toacry guilty; false as the
word will be—for I can foresee plainly enough
thal once tied to that grating I shall fnd no
compassion, and have no otber prospect but
to perish in the painfullest way. 1If, sirs,
you bave found up to this moment, either in
iny papers or in my words, the faintest trace
ot a justificarion of your suspicicions, | only
pray you to have me shot at once, If You
have found nothing of the kind, and want only
to force me by torture to confess myself
wha. you choose to consider me, you will
attain your aim it is true, byt vou will have
blackened an honest man's name, sn¢ you

will go- to battle to morrow or the day alter |

with invocent blood on your hunds.’
* There was a pause, and the officer Jooked
vpon me with a grave and sad expression, for

‘that time | was led back fo my prison an-.

scourged. Aboot an hour and a half had
elzpsed, when the provost marshal camio to
usher me once more into the presence of my
Judges; sod on this ocoasion I was no more
flanked as before by the dragoons with their
drawn sabrés, For the last time was the
nterrogatory addressed to me whither 1 was
on my way, and 1 apswered as before, 10
l)re»den by the nearest route, namely 1o
Chomni‘'z end  Friedberg, My paseport” was
handed me, the roate daly marked wpon it,
every thing that had been taken from me was
retarned, and I was dismissed with the adyice
not to betoo ready senother time to thrust
myeelf in beiween two armies on the point of
engagement. A eoldier was piven me for
esoort, with orders 10 conduct me 10 the dige
tance of a Jeague behind the Prussian }ines.

* It was but a few days after my liberation
—the J4th October, 1806—thut the battle of
Jena, 6o disastrous 10 the Piussian arms, was
fought.

* And now, sie, T ask you, are the coneerns
of men indeed nbandoned to the sport of a
blind  baphazard? Coosider it—to my very
great annoysnce, 1 had forgot 10 repossess
mysellof my second passport, which had been
taken from me by my host at Neustadt on
the Aisch.  But had not this taken place—had
1 been apprehended by the Prossians with two
passports, varying in their accounts of me or
iny person—that power is'not on earth that
coold have saved me from the ignominious
fate of the vilest of traitors,

‘I cau only pity the sceptic, who will no
doubt say, it was a mera chance that my
passport was kept back from me. Never in
my life besides was my passport taken from
e by an innkeeper—how little likely such a
thing is to happen, they who kave travelled
most will be best able o judge. And sappo-
6ing your passpor* were thus tnken away, how
mach inore unlikely otill were it that you
sheuld [orget at parting to ask for it, or yeur
host forget to retarn it!

*Nol I sayagain, with the proofs T have
of » geod Provijence ordering the affairs of
man, 1 shoold merit 10 be reproached, by
infidels thumslves, as a soul incapable of gra-
titude, conld 1 believe my steps to be directed
by no bigher, no holier power than my own
poor pradence, or then blind chance, And an,
gentlemen, that is my story, and crava vour
pardon for troublidg you wih it; but it " has
torned out longer than 1 counted on,’

INGENIOUS DAVICE.,

‘There 13 a curiosity subject to the in-
spection of the visizors at the house of
correction, which is we!l worthy the
attention of the curious. It is a piece of
silk carieusly woven by Henry Hardy,
a man of 80 years, and who ut present 1s
not a prisoner 1n the institution. The
cloth is of fine {abric, with satin surface
about the thickness of a pongee. The
ground color is crimson—and the decla-
ration of independence in full—togecher
with fac similies of all the signatures
appended to that instrument—beautifally
woven in black leiters, are so raised that
they may be read as plain as print. It

will contain—when finished—a likeness
of General Washington, which is now |
hall formed and already bears a strong
resemblance to the paints of that great
man—the sketch of ‘which was taken
from the picture in Faneuil hall. What
is remarkable, the weaver is the sole
inventor and manufactured of this ma-
cbine. A greater specimen of ingenuity
we have never seen in any indvidual.

EXTRACTS FROM NEW WORKS,

From * Percival Keene,’' a New Novel, by
Captain Macryatt,
BLAAFIGHT AND EXPLOSION OF A PIRATE.

'I'he negroes now eame into the cabin, for
the aftet Magazine was under the fore pait of
it. "The hatch was taken up, the screens let
dowo, and all was dark. 1 had nothing to do
Lot to catch now and then the commands of
the negro captain, and draw my inference as
to what was taking place, g .

Altbough for the first bali. hour I gained little
information, afier that time hed elapsed I
knew what was going on. 1 heard a voice
hailing us from another vessel, and the reply
of the Stella was a broad«ide. ~ There coald
be no misiake in that. ‘I'he Stells was then
pot ubout, and the other broadeide given with-
oot a return from ber opponent. At last it
came, and as the shot whizzed over or tore np
the plankiog of the gonwales, 1 certainly did
fee! very strangely. 1 had never been in action
before, snd the sensation was, I _coufess, that
of alarm; bot 1t was so mingle('i wﬂh cariosity
ss to what was going on that it was imposgible
to ssy what my feelings were. 1 longed to be
on deck, and certainly would have been, if I
had thought that I was eafe with ‘the pirate
erew, that alone ‘prevented me: I remained,
therefore, 10 8 mos: unplensant state of igno-
rance and suspenge. ¢

I'he broadsides were now exchanged rapidly,
aod the wounded, brooght down ljetwecn
decks every minote, told that the action was
severe. The orders of the negro caplain were
occasionally heard; ihey were cool and deters
mined. Every minute somg fresh manwovre
was executed, and the guns #ill worked as if
there was nothing else (o attend to. At last
the daylight came down the haichway, and I
leit the cabin and walked forward between
decks: I foand the deck strewed with woanded
and dying men, calling for water. I was glad
to be uble io do something which I could cons
sistently do, and I broaght water frome the cask
and gave ic to them, one after another, as fast |
could: I think 1here were at least thirty men
lying about the lower deck, some in pools of
their own blood, and sinking fast, for there
was nb surgeon on bourd of the Stella,

Some more woanded men were brought
down; and a conversation took place between
wne of the mates of the schooner, who was
bort, ‘and the men who ' brought down the
wounded; and on listening to them, 1 found
that at daylight they had discovered lvhal an
Euglish frigate was under all sail beating up
to themy, and about five miles to leeward,—
that in consequence,the Stelia was now carrying
on a renning fight with the scbouner, (who
was ta windwatd of her) and trying 1o eseape.
‘I'his acoonnted for tho signals which I perceived
that the English schooner was umkmg the
evening before. My anxiety at thiy l'n‘lolhuencu
wae natorally mach incrensed. : _l he Stella
was trying to escape, and her eailing powers
were so remarkable that 1 was alraid she
would succeed

‘I'he action between the two schooners was
etil! contiuvaed,—but now the shot no longer
hit the Stella, nor were there any more wounnd«
ed men brooght down: it wap evident that the
two vessels were now firing ut each ether’s
masts and rigging, the one to prevent snd the
other to effect her escape, by dismantling ber.
antagonist, | felt as il | could have given my
left hand to have gooe on deck. I waited hulf
an hour more, and then, cariosity congnering
my fear, | crept gradually up the fore Jadder.
I'he men were workirg the gofte Lo windward,
the lve side of the deck was clear, and I atep-
ped forward apd got into the head, wher?‘l
could gee both to windwurd and leeward. To
leeward I perceived the frigate about foar
miles dgtant, with every streich of canvags
that she could set on a wind: 1 know her di-
rectly to be the Calliope, my own ehip, n_nd
my heart beat qoick at the chance ol being
onca more on bosrd of her. -

To windward, as the smoke occasionally
clenred gway; [ saw the Arrow schooner close
havled on the same tack as the Stella, and
distant sboot a nile, every ten seconds lt:e
snoka (rom her guns booming along the water's
surface, and the ehot whizsing through our
rigging: she had not ruffored much from oor
fira,~—her anils were fall of ¢hot heles, 1t is
true, bot her spars were not injared. T then
Wwroed my eycs opon (he masts and rigging of
the Stells,—apparently, the damage done was
abont eqaal to that received Ly the Arrow out
sai's’ were torn, bat our spars were onscathed,

The water was sinooth althoagh the breeze
was fresh, nnd both schooners were ranning at
the rate of six or seven miles an hour,—bnt
the Stella had evidently the advantage of
sailing, and forereached opon her opponent. .,
perceived that every thing depended upon &
lueky bit: and having satisfied myself with what
1'had seen, | hastened down below. !

For more thsn half an hour the firing con-
tinaed, withont advantoge on either side,—
when a'yell was given by the negro crew.and
I heard them ery oy deck that the Arrow’s

' not by him.

fore topmast was gone, I heard the voice of
Vincent cheering his men, and telling them to
be steady in tbeir aim. My heart supk at the
inte!ligence, and I satdown-on a chest.

The ﬁn‘xig now slackened, for the Siella had
shot ahead of the English schooner, nnd the
negroes on deck weto laughing and in Ligh
good humour, For. a few minules the. firing
ceased: altogether, and 1 took it for granted
that the Stella had left her pursuers behind,

" when of a sudden a whole broadside of guns
 were poured into us, and there wag terrible

crashing and confusion upon the deck.

I ranup the lsdder 1o see what kad haps
pened. It appeared that as the Stelly was
crossing the bows of the Arrow. the latter had,
as a last chance, thyown vp in the wind, end
diecharged her whole broadside into us; twe
shots had struck our maiomast, which had fallen
by the Board. 1 perceived at once that the
Stella’s chance was over—~nothing could save
ber,—she might resst the schooner, bni conld
not escape the frigate.

I ran down below, and went into the cabin,
—I was afraid that the Negroes might perceive
the joysin my couatenance. I heard the angry
voice of the negro captain, I heard Lim stamp-
ing with rage, and thanked God that I weas
The wreck of the mast was soon
cleared away: I beard him addrees hisnegroes,
pointing out to them that it was betler to Cin
like men ut the guns than swing at the yard
erm like dogs. Boma of them came down,and
took a quarter cask of spirits, which ‘was plens
tifally ¢upplied to all,

The English. schooner had borne down
uvpon us, and the action now commeneed ot
pistol shot. Never ehall I forget what took
place for mearly three quarters of an hoor;
the Negroes, most of them intoxicated, fonght
with rage and fory indescribable, their shoute,
their screams, their carsing and blaephemy,
mingled with the lond report of the gons, the
crushing of the spars and bulwarks, the woc-
casional cry of the wounded, and the powerw
ful voice of Vincent. It was terrible between
decks: the emoke was 8o thick that those whe
came down for the powdet could not see,
but felt their way te the screen. Every two
seconds I heard the men come aft, toss off the
can of liquor, and throw it on the deck, when
they went to resume their labor at their
guns.

Atthe end of the time I have mentioned,
the shot flew from to leoward as well as
trom windward. The frigate had got within
range, and was poaring in her broadside.
8till the firing and the shouting on the deck
of the Stella continued,—hat the voices ware
fewer, and as the firing of the frigate becamp
more severe, they became fainter and fain‘er;
and at last but an occasional gun was fired
rom the decks.

I became so uneasy that I conld ramain
where I was no longer. I went forward on
the lower deck sgain, and tambling over the
wounded and the dead, T crept up the fore
ladder. 1 looked over the combings of the
hatchway: the decks were clear of @moke, for
noi & gun was being fired. Mercifal heaven
what a scene of slaughrer! Many of the guns
were dismantled, and the decks were strewed
with the splinters and plankinga of the gun-
wale, broken spars or Negroes lying dead of
drunk in all directions, some cuot and torn 1o
pieces, others whols bat mixed up with the
fragments of other bodies,—sach a scene of
blood I have never sinca witnessed. (at of
the whele crew, I do not think thers were
twenty men lelt unhurt; and thess were lean-
ing or lying down, exhausted with fatigre
or overcome with liquor on varioas parts of
the deck.

The fighting was over,—there was not one
man at his gon, and of thoee who remained
still alive, one ortwe fell while 1 was looking
up, fromn the ehot which contioued avery, me-
ment to piarce her bulwarks Where was
Vincent3 I dare not ventare to meet his eye.
I dived down below again, and returned aft
to the cabin, There was no more demand
for powder; not asoul was to be eeen aloft.
Suddenly the after hntchway grating was
thrown off; I heard some one descend,—I|
koelv it was the horried tread of the negro
captein, It was so dark, and the cabin so
fall of smoke, that coming from the light he
did not perceive me, although I coald distin-
guish him. He was evidently badly wounded,
and tottered io his walk,—he came into the
cabin, put his band to his girdle, and felt for
his pistol,— apd then he commenced puolling
down the screen which was between him and
the magszine. [ls intentions were evident —
which ware to blow up the vessel,

I'felt that 1 had not a mement to lose. I

dashed past him, ran up the ladder, sprong !

alt to the tafirail, and deshed over the etern
into the sea. I was still beneath the surfoce,
having not yet risen from my plange, when I
keard and felt the explosion,—felt indeéd so
powerfally, that it almost taok away my
senges,—80 great was the shock, even when I
was nunder the water, that | was alinost
insensible. 1 have a faint recollection ef
being drawn down by the vortex of th:
sinking vessel, and serambling my wey
to the surface of the water amidst fragmenta,
of timbere' and  whirtling bodies, When |
recovered myself, 1 found that I was elinging
to a potion of the wreck, in a sort of patch’,
as it were, opon the hlue water, daik as ink
and atrewed with splintered fragments.
PROPARTIES OF IVY,

Cato und Pliny attrikate singalar property te

the wood of the ivy, oad say that, by ‘its

Nzan




