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COUNSELS TO THE YOUNG. 

BY HORACE GREELEY. 

Taree millions of Youth, between 
the ages of six and of twenty one, are 
now rapidly coming forward to take 
rank .as the future husbands and fathers 
legislators and divines, instructors and 
governors, politicians and voters, capi- 
talists and laborers, artisans and the 
cultivators of the vast country, whose 
destinies are even yet so faintly ima- 
gined, much less developed. Nol one 
is so humble that he will not certainly 
exert an influence—it may be an im. 
mense and imperishable influence, on 
the “happiness and elevation of his 
country and his race. ‘The humblest 
cottage maiden, now toiling thankfully 
as the household servant of some proud 
family by whom she 1s regarded as no- 
body, may yet be;the mcther of a future 
President—or, nobler still, of some un- 
aspiring but God directed mau, who as 
a teacher of righteousness, an amelior~ 
ator of human suffering, a successful 
reprover of wrong, sensuality or selfish- 
ness, may leave his impress on the an- 
nals of the world as a lover and servor 
of his race. Nearly all our now eminent 
men, politically—Jackson, Clay, Van 
"Buren, elc., were not merely of poor 
and humble parentage, but left orphans 
in early life, and thus deprived of the 
support and counsel! which seems most 
eminently necessary to success in ihe 
world's rugged ways. 

In the higher walks of genuine use- 
fulness, the proportion of those enjoying 
no advantages of family influence, or 
hereditary wealth, who attain the Joftiest 
eminence is very great. Call to mind 
the first twenty names that occur to you 
of men distinguished for ability, energy, 
philanthropby, or lofty achievement, and 
generally three fourths of them will be 
those of men bern in obscurity and de 
pendence. 

All Literature is full ef anecdotes 
illustrative of these encouraging truths; 
n single fact now occurs to me which 
I have never seen recorded; I bave often 
worshipped in a Baptist meeting-house 
in Vermont, whereon at its construction 
some thirty years since a siudious and 
exemplary young ‘man was for some 
time employed as a carpenter, who af- 
terward qualified himself and entered 
upon the responsibilities of the Christian 
Ministry. Tbat young man was Jared 
Sparks, since Editor of the North Ame- 
rican Review, of Washingtoun’s vo'us 
minous Writings, &c., and now reeoo— 
nized as one of the foremost scholars 
nstorians and critics in America. 

I propose here to set fortha few im- 
portant. maxims for the guidance and 
encouragement of those youth who will | 
hearken to me—maxims based on my | 
own immature experience and observa- ! 
tion, but which bave doubtless in sub. 
stance been propouaded and enforced by 
older and wiser men long ago and often. 
Still as they do not yet appear to have 
exerted tReir fall and proper effect on the 
ripening intellect of the country—as 
thousands on thousands are toilsomely, 
painfally struggling onward in the race 
for position and knowledge in palpable 
defiance of their scope and spirit—I will 
hope. that their presentation at this time 
cannot be without some effect on at least 
a few expanding minds.” They are as 
follows:— 

I. Avoid the common error of esteem: 
ing a college education necessary to 
usefalness or eminence in life. Such an 
education may he desirable and bene 
ficial—to many it doubtless is so. But 
Greek and Latin ace not real knowledge; 
they are only means of acquiring such 
knowledge; there have been gre:t and 
wise, and surpassingly useful mer, who 
knew no language bat their mother 
tongue. Beside, in our dav the trea- 
sures of ancient and foreign literature 

. are brought home to every man’s door 
by translations, which embody the sab- 
stance if they do not exhibit all the 
beanties of the originals. If your cir 
cumstances in life enable you to enjoy 
all the advantages of a collrga education 
do not neglect them-—above all, do not 
misimprove them. But if your lot be 
different, waste no time in idle reploing, 
in humiliating -beggary. The stern, 
self respecting * independence of your 
own soul is warth whole shelves of cias- 
sics. All men cannot and need not be 
coilege-bredi—not even those who are 
born to instruct and improve their kind. 
You can never be justly deemed igno- 
rant, nor your acquirements contempti- 

the opportunities which are fairly offered 
vou. ) 
II. Avoid likewise the kindred and equal: 
ly pernicious error that you must have a 
profession—must be a Clergyman, Laws 
yer, Doctor, or something of the sort, in 

# order to be influential, useful, respected 
—or to state the case in its best aspect, 
that you may lead an intellectual life. 
Nothing of the kind is necessnry—very 
far from it. If your tendencies are in- 
tellectual—if you love Knowledge, Wis- 
dem, Virtue for themselves—youn will 
grow in them, whether you earn your 
bread by a profession, a trade, or by 
tilling the ground. Nay, it may be 
doubted whether the Farmer or Mechanic 
who devotes his leisure hours to intel- 
lectual pursuits from a pure love of them 
bas not some advantages therein over 
the professional man. : y 
He comes to his book at.evening with 

his head clear and his mental appetite 
sharpened; ‘while the lawyer, who 
has ‘been’ running over dry books for 
precedents, ‘the doctor.” who ‘has’ "been 
racking his wits for ‘a remedy adapted 
to some new modification of disease, or 
the divine who, immured in his" closet, 
has been busy preparing his next ser- 
mon, may well approach the evening 
volume with faculties jaded and = pallid. 
There ere few men, and ‘perhaps fewer 
women, who do not. spend uselessly in 
sleep, or play, or frivolous employments, 
more time than would be required to 
render them at- thirty well. versed in 
Historical, Philosophic*i, Ethical, as 
well as Physical Sciences, &e. 

III. Neither is an advantageous 
location essentisl to the prosecution of 
ennobling studies, or (o an intellectual 
Jife. On this point misapprehension is 
very prevalent and very pernicious. A 
youth born in some rural or but thinly 
settled district, where books are few and 
unfit and the means of intellectual cul- 
ture apparently scanty, feels within him 
the stirrings of a spirit of inquiry, a 
craving to acquire and to know—as- 
pirations for aa intellectual condition 
above the dead level around him. At 
ouce he jumps to the conciusion that a 
change ol place 1s necessary to the satis« 
faction of is desires—that he rust res 
sort, if not to the university or the ses 
minary, at least to the City or the 
Village. He fancies he must alter his 
whole manner of liie-—that a persistence 
in manual labor 1s unsuited to, if not 
absolutely in<onsistent with the aspirati- 
ons awakened within bim—tbat he must 
become, if not an author, a professor, a 
lawyer, at least a merchant or follower 
of some calling unlike that of his’ fa- 
thers. 

Wrapped in this delusion, he Le‘akes 
himself to the City’s dusty ways, where 
sooner or later the nature and extent of 
his mistaks breaks ubon him. If he 
finds satisfactory employment and is 
prospered in the way of‘life which he 
prefers, the cares and demands of busi- 
ness almost constrain him to relinquish 
those pursuits for which he abandoned 
his more quiet and natural life. If be 
is less fortunate, anxieties (or the mor- 
row, a constant ‘and difficult struggle 
for the means of creditable sub- 
sistance, and to avoid becoming a bur- 
then or a detriment to others who have 
trusted or endeavored to sustain him, 
these crowd out of being the thouoht or 
the hope of mental culture and advance- 
ment. Nay, more, and worse—in the 
tumultous strife of business and money 
getting, whether successful or otherwise, 
the very desire of intellectual elevation is 
too often stifled or greatly enfeebled, and 
that death of the soul ensues mm which 
satisfaction of the physical appetites be~ 
comes the mim of life—the man is sunk 
In the, capitalist, or trader, and the pa- 
thering of shining dust made the great 
end of his being. 

IV.But what shall the youth do who finds 
his means, of intellectual culture inade- 
quate to his wanis? I hesitate not to 
say'that "he should create more and bet. 
ter just where he is. Not'that I would 
bave bim reject any real opportunity or 
profer of increased facilities which ‘may 
open before him. I will not say that he 
should not accept a university education, 
the means of studying for a profession. 
if such should come fairly in his way 
and be seconded by hisown inclination. 
But T do insist that nothing of this sort 
IS ESSENTIAL to the great end be has or 
should have in view—namely, Self. Cul- 
ture. To this end it 1s only needful that 
he should put forth fally the powers 
within him and rightly mould the eir- 
cumstances. by which he is surroun- 
ded. Are tbe books within: réach few 
and fauliy? Let hm purchase a few of 
the very best, and study them intently 
and thoroughly. He who is truly ac— 
quainted with the writings of a very few 

ble, if you embrace and fully tmprove | of the world's masterspirits can never 
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after be deemed ignorant or undeveloped. 
To know intimately the" Bible ‘and 
Shakspeare, with the elements of History 
and the Physical Sciences, is to have 
imbibed the substance of all haman 
knowledge. That knowledge may be 
presented in a thousand varied, graceful 
and attractive forms, and the variations 
may be highly agreeable and useful— 
nay, they are so. But, though they may 
improve, refine and fertilize, © (so to 
speak,) they do not aaxe the Maw. If 
he has the elements within him, no fu- 
ture hour of solitude can be lonely, or 
tiresome, or profitless. The mild moon 
.and the calm high stars are companion- 
thip and instruction, eloquent, of deep 
significence, and more impressive than 
ihe profoundest volumes. 
But:grant that greater or more varied 

means of culture than the individual’s 
narrow facilities cen supply are desira- 
ble, has he not. still moies of procuring 
them? Is be a solitary, and our goodly 
land his Isle of Juan Fernandez? Are 
there not others all around ‘him, if not 
already of kindred tastes and aspirations, 
at least in whom kindred aspirations 
may’ be awakened? * May he not gather 
around him in the rudest township’ or 
vicinage some dozen or more uf young ! 
men in whom the celestical ‘spark, if 
not already glowing, may be kindled to 
warmth and radiance? And by the 
union of these, may not all their mutual 
mental wants be abundantly supplied? 
And herein is found one of the per- 

vading advantages of the course I would 
commend. The awakened youth who 
has withdrawn to the seminary or the 
city may have secured his own advance- 
ment; but he who has remained constant 
to his childhood’s home, its duties and 
associates, will probably have atiracted | 
others to enter with him on the true 
pathway of life. The good thusaccom- 
plished, Time may, nol measure, 
Doubtless many a Village Lyceum, 
many a Township Library,owes its ex- 
istence to the impulse given by some 
poor humble youth ‘inspired by the love 
of Knowledge and of Wisdom. 

V. The great central truth which I 
would impress on the minds of my rea- 
ders is this-tpromisiag a genuine ener- 

and singleness of purpose—the  cir- 
cumstances are nothing, the Man isall. 
We may "be the slaves or toys of cir- 
cumstance if we will; most ‘men per- 
haps are so; and to these’ all cireum- 
stances are alike evii—that is, rendered 
go, if not by rugged Difficulty, then by 
soft Temptation. Bat that wan who 
truly ruleth his own ‘spirit,—and such 
there is, even among us—readily defies 
all material influences or bends them fo 
his will. Be hopeful, be confident, then, 
O friend! if thou hast achieved this 
great conquest, and believe that ell else 

shall follow’ in'due season. 

ov 
) 

From the New York Youth's Gazelte. 

CHARACTER. AND HABITS OF 
WASHINGTON. 

Tue following are recollections of 
Washincton, derived from repeated op- 
portunities during the three last years 
of his public life. He was over six feet 
in stature, of strong, ‘bony, muscular 
frame, without fulness of covering, well 
formed and straight. He was a man of 
extraordinary physical strength. In 
his house his action was calm, deliterate, 
and dignified, without pratension to 

gracefulness or. peculiar manner, but 
merely natural, and snch as one would 
think it should be in such a man. When 
walking in the street, his movements 
had not the soldierly air which might 
be expected. His habitual motions had 
been formed long before be took com- 
mand of the American armies, in the 
wars of the interior, and surveying wil- 
derness Jands, employments in which 
grace and elegance were nol likely to be 
acquired, 

At the age of sixty five, {ime ‘had done 
nothing toward beading him out of his 
natural erectness. .~His deportment was 
invariably = grave, »it “was sobriety that 
stopped short of sadness.” His presence 
inspired a venerationand feeling of awe 
rarely experienced in’ presence of any 
man, His mode of speaking was slow 
and delibera e, not as though he was in 
search of fine words, but that ‘he micht 
utter those only adapted to bis purpose. 
It was the usage of all persons in coud 
society to attend Mrs. Washington's 
levees every Friday evening, He was 
always present. T'he yoang ladies used 
to throng around kim in conversaiion. 
There were some of the well remembers 
ed belles of ihe day who imagined them- 
selves to be favorites with hum, 
were the only oppertunities they had. of 
conversing with him, they were "disposed 
to use them. Oae would think that a 
entleman and gallantsoldier, if he could 

ever laugh, or dress Ris countenance in 

As these | 

smiles, would do so when surrounded bf 
young and admiring beauties. But this 
was never so: the countenanee of Washes 
ington never softened or changed MWe 
habitual g:avity. : 
One who had lived always in his family? 

eaid that his maraer in public life, and 
in the seclusion of most retired life, wast 
always the same. Being asked whether 
Washington could laugh, this persopt 
said thay this was a rare occurrence, butt 

ithat ‘one instance was rememberedy 
{when be lauzhed most heartily at her 
| narratien of an accident 1n which she 
was a party concerned; and in which ho 
applauded her agency. The’ late Ge= 
neral Cobb, who was long ‘a member of 
bis family daring the war, and who 
enjoyed a laugh as mueh as any mun 
could, said that he never saw Washing- 
ton laugh, excepting when Colonel 
Scan:mel—if this was the person, came 
to dine at head quarters. Scammel 
had a fdnd of ludicrous anecdotes, and 
a manner of telling them which relaxed 
even the gravity of the commander ib 
chief. 
General Cobb also said 

of proceedings at head guarters were 
exact and precise, orderly and punctudl 
At the appointed moment Washington 
appeared at the breukfast table. He 

‘expected to find «ii the members of his 
family—Cobb, Hamilton, ‘and Hams 
phreys were among them—awaiti i 
He came dressed for the day 
with him the letters and 
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ness. His mode of life 
and temperate. 
ference for certain sorts of food, pro= 
bably from early associations. ‘I'hrougb- 
out the wa¥, as it was understood in his 
military family, be gave a part ol every 
day to private ‘prayer and devotion. 
While he lived in. Philadelphia, as 

papers 

was abstemious 

that the fires should be covered and the 
lights ex:ingaished at & certain hour, 
whether this was nine or ten’ is not re- 
collected. 
He devoted one hour" every other 

Tuesday, from three to four, to publie 
visits.” He understood himself to be 

vistied as the President of the United 
States, and not'on hisown account. He 
was ‘pot to be seen by anybody apd 
everybody; but required that every one 
who came should be introduced by his 
secretary, or by some gentleman whom 
he knew himself. * He hved on the south 

The place of reception was the dining 
room of twenty five or thirty feet in 
rength, including the bow projecting 
into the garden. Mrs. Washington 
received her visitors in the two rooms 
on the second floor, Irom front to rear. 
At three o'clock, or atany time within 

a quarcer of an'hour «fterward, the visitor 
was conducted to hisdining<rcom, Irom 
which all seats had b2en removed for 
the time.” On enteriog, he saw the tall 
manly figure of Washington, clad ‘in 
black velvet ‘his hair in full drss powders 
ed and gathered behind ‘in a large silk 
bag; yeliow gloves on his hands, holding 
a cacket bat with a cockade, in it, god 
the edge adorned with a black feather 
atou an inch wide. He wore knee and 
shoe ‘buckles, and a long sword, with a 

finely wrought and polished steel hilt, 
which appeared at the lelt hip, the coat 
worn over the blade, and ‘appearing 
from under the folds behind, ‘I'he scab- 
bard wus white polished leather. 

LIGHT. 
LicaT has a great effect upon the health 

aud appearance of animals as well us plants. 
Thiz is very apparent in the poor creatures 
who toil in our coal mines, and the squalor 

and dwaifiishness to be seen in the narrow 
courts of the weiropolis, may be traged as 
mnch to the absence of light 8s to the imper- 
fect ventilation of the place, and the insuffi- 
ciency of food. The animals found in tbe 
polar regions are almost destitute of colour, 
being of a dingy whiteness, but the reverse 

{ obtains among the inhabitants of the tropic. 
‘Tbere the birds bave a plumage rich and 
varied in coloe: indeed, the animal and 
vegetable productions of those countries where 
light and beat are most abundant, are more 
numerous, precocious, and extensive in their 
dimensions. We tnust not cmit to mention 
the diferent effects of light upon the different 
colors, of the living and. the dead plant. 

| That very agency which gave to the leaf or 

were © 

Soon after be mounted his horse to % 
visit his troops, and expected {o find on & 

© fling be 
for fs inspection and signa=¥ 

‘Chere was no familiarity in his ® 
it was ail sobriety and busis & ; 

\ the tria 

He had a decided pre<® 

President, he rose at four in the mormag & 
and the general rule in his house was | 

side of Market street, just below ‘Sixth. | 

loved 
Pres 

trotted 
On our 
was po 

compla 
us, ang 
wide. 

was, h 
we aa 

<ross t 

13. to di 
| instant) 
ground 
one of 
swimm 

which 
¢ struck; 

Lhe na 

which 
a few 
~ stream, 
"hand, 
gone i 

side, § 
+ was ¢o 

as. bes 
middle 

| dart lo 
| utter a 

Lcalled 
1, Tesgue, 
sudden 
of by 1 

+ unable 
= to the 
~ and as 
© great a 

= visible 
“the sul 
with 

“horror, 
J terror 
Sno ai 
© scene 
“curren! 

the un 
death, 
haps tc 
dastite 
doom, 
alligat 

Suc! 
give © 
When 
choly, 

& merric 

and h 
it wag 

mating 

3 justice 
its dif 

L dexter 
the ra 
wilds 

* stands 
addros 

2 life in 
bestri 

* scious 

Yast t( 

first 

Ch: 
the sc 

terrib 
ont w 

evan | 

Maria 
this ef 
yards 


