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nourish their languishing crops for
it is a pity to see a pool of filthy wa-
ter polluting the neighbourhood ™ with
its stench, while, within a few yards
ofit, the vegetables of a garden are
dying of starvation.— Peter JMacken-
zte,

- From Blackwood’s Magazine.

THE DOURRAUNEE, OR AFF-
GHANISTAN EMPIRE.
‘What is the meaning of the word
Dourraunee? Why is the Affchan terri-
tory ' ‘denominated by 1its present ruler,
the Dourraunee empire! That question
is soon answered, ‘The Dourranaee
happen to be the ascedant tribe amongst
the  Affzbans, and have been so for a

century; and ‘Affghanistan is called
atter them: by the ' same synecdoche
under which- Great Britain is called

Lngland. The contest for supremacy
lies, and has ‘always lain, between the
Dourraunees aod the Ghiljies. In the
reign of our Queen Anie, and eurly in
that of George 1., this Jatter tribe pre=
dominated; they made a conquest of
Persia; and it required nothing less than
a ‘Sanguinary  Napoleon = like' Nadir
Shah, himself an usarper, to terminate
the Affzhan; possession of the Persian
throne. This; man, a mere adventurer
but who had prudently married a Persian
princess, fiercely retaliated: Affzhanistan
itself,. Douraunees and ' Ghiljies  alike,
conquerors, and conquered, all croucked
beneath his iron mace. But in the
year 1747 he was assassinated; and
after the Asiatic fashion, where all de-
pends on personal qualities, ‘every thing
from India to' the frontiers of Turkey
rocoiled into its former insulation, and
Affghanistan sprang back into sudden
vigour. But the Affzhan contingent in
Nadir’s army, whose dangerous supe~
riority 1o their. master’s favor had in
fact caused his assagsination, happened
to be so composed ap to throw a great
overbalance into the Affochan tribe  of
Dourraunees. - This good fortune was
improved by the incident, thata young
chieftain at that time commanded them,
who far outran all his African competi-
tors in talents and the spirit of enter-
prise.. He fought his way through the
mutinous Persian camp; marched back
to Affghanistans by singular and critis
cal good~luck ‘intercepted = a treasure
convoy then on its road from Delhi to
Nadir; caused himself to be crowned
king at Candahar; fought two of the
most memorable battles in the annuls of
Hindostan against that great Marhatta
confederacy which 'in a dozen jears
after, became the capital enemy of Bri-
tish' India; left the Affghan throne to
his son; and by succession from him, to
a graadson, whom the English for thirty
years bave feared as a menacing enemy,
supported as ‘a supphant, and restored
as a sovereizn. The result is. that from
his coronation 1n 1747 to this day, short
of a century by Dttle more than six
years, there has never been wanting a
Dourraunee kingdom four times a3
large as France, nor a great king hear-
ing the tit'e of the Dourrannee Shah,
who is by much tbe most poient monarch
in Southern Asia,

Let'us now take a fiying view of this
great Dourraunee kingdom, under the
two_heads of Geographicai Position, and
Quality, and General Condition of its
Popu'ation.

‘I'he  best: way ‘of impressing on the
mind a general idea of Southern Asia,
in the distribution of its great Empires,
both as to suecession and proportion, 1s
to couceive the entire continent, from
the Mediterranenn shore ot Asia Minor,
to the Eastern shore of China, bisected
1nto - two great chambers pretty nearly
equal. “And by what bispetor? By the
river Indusy in all respects, except
breadth of diffusion and populnr sanc-
tity, the mightiest of Indian rivers, In
a gross general way, each of these two
halves or ‘bisections’ may be taken as
measuring across, (rom  west to east,
about three thensand wiles, and each
may “be: subdivided into three realms.
Of the eastern half we need not say
more than this—that, reserving 1200
mites for Hindostan, thers ‘will remain
1800  unequally : divisible between the
Burmese regions and China. But the
western half, the eis-fudus balf, admits
of a pretty equal subdivision into three
great' empires, of a thousand miles each
i messared  from eust to west, viz.o-
Asiatic Turkey in the ficst place, Per~
sin_next, and thirdly, Affzhanistan,
‘Traversing thése empires in the latitude
of Constantinople, from which we will
sappose the measurement to start—thay
is, from abant 40 of north latitude—it
will be found that the distance across
is about dine hundred miles for each
empire. ‘In a more southera latituds,

‘direction whatever.

where the degrees of longitude expand,
the distance will of course be more.
And if we, were. to take Major Rennell’s
allowance of one sixth additional for
the winding of roads, the result would
be still farther increased. DBut we will
confine ourselves to the latitude we have
mentioned, and to the nere horizontal
distance, <as the crow flies.-~First,
then, to begin with Asiatic Turkey, we
will find that Mount Ararat—which
is but about twenty-five miles to the
east of the boundary, and which is so
near to the latitude of Constantinople
as in a gross popular way to be coinci-
dent with that latitude—as in tke lona
gitude of 44 E., while Constantinople
1sin 29. This gives a difference of 15
degrees of longitude as the distance be-
tween COnstantinople and Ararat, and,
consequently “‘as  the breadth of Asiatic
Turkey 'in that part where it is nar-
rowed.—I[. Starting from Ararat in lon-
gitude 44; we shall find that the longi-
tade of 59 coincides with the bisecting
line of that desert which forms the west-
ern frontier of Afighanistan, and ' for
that reason, the eastern f{rontier of Per~
sia. This again gives fifteen degrees of
longitude to the breadth of Persia.—III.
As the Indus, which forms the true na-
tural eastern ‘boundary of Cabalor Aff-
ghanistan, lies ¢hiefly 1o the longitude of
72, this will give ahout ¥3 degrees to
Affghanistan. But if we were to include
Cashmere, and other places to the east
of the'Indus,; which have been repeatedly
united with Affghanistan in a political
sense by conquest, the total extent from
east to west would be from 15 to 16 de-
grees. But this arrangement we reject,
both' for political considerations of the
future, which make the resumption of
Cashmere impossible, (unless by  British
concession,) and because we began by
adopting the river Indus as the capital
bisecting line for the two great chambers
of Seuth Asia; and, as a consequence of
that . adoption, we assumed it to be
the eastern boundary for Affzhanistan.
it is true, that this breadth of 13'degrees
applies to the northern part of Affghan-
istan, - throigh a space of 400 miles.
But as this excess does no more than
compensate the defect sti!l further to
the south. where Kerman usurps upon
Affghanistan in its provinces of Sweestaun
and  Beloochistan, (the Gedrosia of
Alexander,) we shall assume that, when
integrated, by applying its excesses and
salient ‘parts to the filling up of its re-
entrant angles. Aftghanistan preseats
us even now, when. shorn of 1ts easwern
conquests, with a solid quadrangular
mass measaring 850 miles across in any
Cashmere, and the
othier Indian dependencies of Affuban

Dourrannee emuvire.
Bat Bulkhan to the north, and Beloos
chistan to. the south, are not gone.
They are permament dependencies of
the Affehan throne. So that north and

remains ‘unimpaired; whilst east ‘and
west, reckoning upon forty or fifty miles
of the desert, which every where runs
down the western frontier of Affzhan-
istan, (and which from the position of
Herat, is so much nearer home for the
armies of this land: ‘than of its epemy
Persia.) we are upon the whole, entitled
to assume a territory of 900 miles square
as still composing this zreat Affshan em
pire the third in succession of those vast
Mahometan states which fill the wests

ern - chamber or bisection of Southern
Asia.
Pursuing® our . course to. the east,

about 860 miles beyond the easternmost
angle of the Caspian we come 1oa desert,
This desert runs down from : north to
south, <o as to form a most effectual
boundary liae for the third region ol
South Asia, Affghanistan. In one part
upon its northern quaarter, this desert is
traversed by a narrow isthmas of eni~
tivated land, connecting it with northern
Persia. Bat generslly speaking, there
cannot be a more regular boundary line
than the desert (orms for Affshanistan
on thzwest, On the east; the bounda-
ry is equaily "determined; viz. the river
Indus. Affzanistan, along its whole ex-
tent (rova north to south, is aceampants
ed by this vast river. which of Jate years
was fonnd to throw a body of water in-
to thz sea equal to four timies the delive~
ry of the Ganges, under - corresponding
circuamstances as to rain.  Ina political
senge—that is, taking the word Affizhan-
istan to represent not the region natire
to the race cslled Affghans, hat the ag-
gregate kingdom lormed out of this regi-
on, an its coaquest—ia that sense, Aff-
ghanistan, at «he end of tha eizhteenth
century, has become an immense mon-
archy. Early an this Century, and . n
particalar af the time of M. Elphin-

stone’s visit in quality of English Envoy,
it was by much the most potent of all
Asiatic states; and, il we except - China,
the largest under one sceptre. Mr. El-
phinstone.in those days., computed - its
breadth from northto  south at wnine
hundred and ten miles, its length from
west to east at nearly twelve hundred.
And when we add, that in the whole
wortd there is not so compact an em-
pire, it will be easy to judze how potent
a neighbour we have in all time coming.
It is now shorn of its latest conquests;
it 1s therefore diminished in magnitude,
and by nearly one third; but by that
very ‘misfortune its compactness is ¥mn-
provec. &

At present, no doubt, Affubanistan has
retired within her natnfal limits: nor
will she ever again overflow these limits,
in consequence of having been at'lencth
hrought face to face with a great power
at the summit of civilization. Buf it
marks strongly the trivial interast die
rected until lately to Asiatic affairs, and
the consequent 'vagueness of the ideas
applied to 'such questions as malters of
geographical or historic knowledge, that
until recently, for the whole world of
Christendom, Affghanistan had no sepa«
rate existence. In the popular mind
therewas no distinet place assigned to
this country, as there was to its reigh-
f bours right and left. And it is an un-
deniable fact, that a great empire, equel
(as: we repeat) fo France four times
over, had not any one aggregate nume
in our geographies, nor any recognized
existence  in our political speculations.

* ¥ 'The Affghan nation has given
great rulers to India in past ages, and
bold leaders in every age. 'Tbey huve
always been a name of power amongst
the feeble Hindoos. ‘We ourselves have
found some of our earliest opponents
amongst princes of Afighan blood. Ttis
natural on every accouat—interest for
the future, or great remembzances for
the past—that their minds should tern
to India, and in that proportion should
be alienated from those who now thwart
their communication wih India.  Yet
thwart them we must; our matual emo-
tions will never again suffer us to dis~
miss them from our inspection, nor in
some measure from our control,

THE HEAD AND THE HEART.
By Mrs. Barrg. Cornwall Wilson.

¢ Please, my lady, buy a' nosegay or
bestow a trifle,’ was the address of a
palz, emaciated Inoking woman, holding
a few withered flowers in her hand, (o
a lady who satun the beach of Brigh-
tony. watebing the blue waves of the

;| ™y good women,’said the lady, looking
1stan to the south of Cashmere, constis!

tated, not perhaps quite one th'rd "’}’”x; with a listless waze; «il' I had I would
but certainly three eleventh parts of the !

‘Fhese are oone.

' : ol Rt the lmly.somew_hal pettishly. ¢ Really,
south, this  vast extert of Afzhanista | she added, as the poor applicant \urned
; meekly away, * this. 18 worse than the

{ streets of ‘Liondon; they should have a

receding tide. ¢ I have no bulf pence

up from the novel she was perusing
give them toyon.’ ¢ am a poor widow
with three he!pless children depending
on. me; would you besio'v a small; trifle
to help us on ‘our way?’ I have told
you I have no half pence,” reiterated

| police an- the shore'to prevent such an-

noyances,” were the thoughtiess dictates
of the neap. ¢ Mamma,’ said a blua
eyed boy who was lying on the beach
at the lady’s feet flinging pebbles into
the sea, * | wish you had a penny, for
the poor woman does look hungry, and
you know we are going to have a nice
dinoer, and you have promised me a
glass of wine.” The HEART of the lady
answered the appeal of her' ¢hild; and
with a blush of shame crimsoning her
cheek at the tacit reproof his artless
words conveyed, she opened her reticale,
placed half a crowe in his tiny hands,
aad in another ‘moment the boy was
bounding along the sands an his errand
of werey. In a few seconds he retaraed,
his eyes sparkling with delight, and his
countenance glowing with health and
beaaty. ¢ Oh! mammau, the poor woman
was so thankful,—she wanted to turn
back, but [ would not let her, and she
said, God bless the nohle lady, and you
too, my pretty lamb,my children will now
have bread for thee two days and we
shall gooa our way rejoicing.” ‘['he
eyes of the lady glistened as she heard
tae rezital of her child,and her usano
told her that its dictates hestowed a
nleasure the coldireasoning of the mesp
could never bestow. ; :

—

From the Northern Ligh:.
BRITISH INDIA.

East India company have exclusive control of
this vast empire, which 18 one snd a balt mil-
ljon square miles.. Ever since the incorpora.
yion of the company, their jurisdiction has been
gradually increasing. Their privileges, or
1ather their monopoly, is the prodoction of n
series of renewals and extensions fiom parlia-
ment for the last 200 years. The powers of
the company have been enlarging #ud conso

lidating 1o s0 great s degree as to become a
part of the English goveinment iteelf.

The wealth of India is familiar to the
readers of eastern romance. The * Arsbwn
Nights Entertainments® paints its riches sl #
peacil of gold. And the eplendor of Asiatic
pomp and magnificence are not ideal. “I'ive
silks and lace snd cloths of curions workman-
ship, the shawls, robes and curpets, the goms
and spices and froit—and above all, the pre~
cious minerals—the product of thatoil, ingenuily
aod peril of the East lndiaman have for cenw
turies leemed inlo the cities sod paluces of
Euvrope  The far-famed * mines of Golconda ’
with their costly dismonds, are familiar words
to ull.

‘Fhe soil is ane of unbounded -~ luzariunce.
The valley of the Gaugee, which is 1,060
miles long, and 250 broad, is an slluvia) soil,
surpassing the banks of the Nile'in' fortility.
This Tract of country alone, it g sdid, oan
prodace eugar enough 1o eupply the whole
world. The cost of -the production of this
article in India is Lot'a penny per poond,—
and the amount produced there /lias 1reblad
within the last nine yeare, Cotton;( rica,
tobacco and indigo may also be raised syithont
any difficulty n the grestest sbundunce, The
climate being mild, the wants of the people
are consequently lessened. Six pence per day
ia the ordinary price of labor ' “I'he’ fortiliry of
the soil is owing to the periodical ‘rains and (ho
intense heat of the ean in_thet lutitude, which
acting together, form a mould or soil six feet
deep over most of the ‘peninsula of [ligdostan.
Besides the noble Ganges—whose waters the
natives believe will parify them froin  every
moral transgression—the country is traversed
by’ the Indus. The wind blowing alternnrely
north sud south fof six months, each over a
part of the territory, and over ‘another part
along the coast for foar months every year in
periods of twelve hours, each from the sea
and from the land, gives a salubrity 10 ‘the
climate. Though in some seasons unherithy
for foreigners, if is not so to,0ld rasidents or
natives—if we except the ravoges made by
those terrible seourges of mankind, he plague
and cholera, the latier of which iy said Uy huve
found its birth in this part. of Asia. And well
has poor India paid for the cradling of. this
pastilence. Fifty mllion of persons are said
to have fallen victims to it there!

The iphabitants are divided. foto seversl
grades or castes—ihe lines of separation
between which are impassuble,” 1n person
they are . handsome, especially the females,
who are delicate and gracefal. The upper and
mddling castes have all the industry, ihe
intelligence and ‘honesty necessary to form
them 1nto an'educated and enlishrened people.
Bat they are groaning vader b load of oppres-
sion. In 1833, the starvation was so; great
in some provinces, that the granaries of the
East India: couipany were plundered, and a
general conspiracy to murder their 'masters
was Ciscovered. In Madras the famina was
beyond deseription.. Thousands have annoatly
perished| while the store hoases of their rglers
bave overflowed with grain. In 1837t is
computed that half ‘a million were. éweps, off
by havgeralone. [n India, parents are per=
miited to sell their children for *bread, The
worst slavery is thusJegalized, and the strongest
instinets of natare paralyzed by the strong arm
of lew,

This system of things obliges tha govern-
ment—by which will now be understood the
East [ndia company—to keep up a standirg
army, This. army is now about 250,000
strong, abont 30,000 of whom are troops
lmpovt'ed from l“.u.r‘npe. The natives al] p}erer
agricuitare to militaty 1ife, but )ike the con-<
scription of Ibrahim Pacha ia Westorn Asia,
::}:r):;?nad:d f:‘rl:ed :)oe Bﬁn,» seuz ed, dragged into

The )} viRtihoposme ght l.‘mr conn\rylnex1‘.
India company it is dol'rr fiicsee < okl

Bg Hacwt 1o mscertain with
precision. In 1829, it was estimated at
23,000,000 poundasterling—a sum greater than
the revenue ofany’ Earopean kingdom, - if we
e)::'g;:t 0f_"rlahnemr‘nnd England, Although' the
z‘x)hho;"h the ()ﬁ%(r:l;:!xqul),d a&::l YT e, o

g ers | 88nts in their employ.

e o
amass extensive fortunes, and 'retarn 1, Ene-
It must ‘not ‘be

land laden with wealh,  yet
consumption of foreign

anderstood (hat  the

articles in India, or the growth. of homo

products, is hy any means as larga as they
the operation of jost and

would ‘he undar
liberal views of policy. The vast and fertile
tuflicient (o furnish

plains of Hindostan are

tropical productions for )] Europe ut the
chieapest price and in the greatest abundance.
Ye!, withall her abundant ree0Yregs, sach hue
heen the foraign poliey " of  Enoland with
Hirdostan, that she has not been .:hl.) to boy
annually bat « giy pence worth por head of

tis i f
Dritish manaiactores,’ By an exswmination of

British Tndia is nearly equal in territory to
the United States, and 'is boanded north by
tha Hunnm}n_v;\ mountaing, east by China, and
south by the Bay of Bengal; west by the
river Indas and the Todia ocean. It inclades
Hindostan, Chinese Todia and the Jsland of
Ceylon, and numbers over 150,000,000 of |
inhabutants. It will be anderstood, thst 1he ‘

{ into her

the amount of goods imp'\rlwl from i-',nglvrld

: other calonies, and especially into
her “f"v“' India islands, it will ba f ond that
thl"B 15 a difference of 1,600 per cent, between
thair 1mport and. that of India~ the avarnge of
;}f: :::‘r::;‘r. being about four poand  per head

Tha duties Jeviod upon British

: : goodg eent
e Calcatla, Madras, [‘:.m;im_v and other
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