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European News, 

From British Papers to the 4th March, 
by the Columbia Steamer. 

INDIA. 
The army had succeeded in crcesing the 

Sutledge, under the command of General Pol- 
lock. The march was hastened, and it is said 
unnecessarily hastened, that the troops might 
reach Ferozepore before Christmas, at which 
place the Governor General would meet them. 
A plague, which some describe as the small 
pox in its most malignant form, broke out 
among the troops, and carried off several of the 
officers and men. In spite, however, of these 
mishaps, the army evacuated the Afighan coun- 
try, and have arrived safely in the British terri- 
tory. Some misunderstanding had arisen be- 
tween Generals Pollock and Nott, of so serious 
a character, indeed, as to have induced the 
latter to tender his resignation to the Governor 
General, who refuses to ‘accept it. The con- 
duct of Nott is said to have been neither manly 
nor soldier like in the affair. : 

In order to secure to themselves the naviga- 
tion of the Indus, the British government reques- 
ted the Ameers of Secinde to cede to them Kur- 
rachee and Gatta, a long strip of land ‘on the 
banks of the river, and the towns and forts of 
Sukkur, Bukkur, and Roree. The Ameers at 
first determined on active’ resistance, ‘but ‘the 
presence of Sir Charles Napier, with a foree of 
700 men, seems to have chacked their courage. 
The accounts of the state of Cabul are conflict- 
ing. The young Schah Soojah still maintains 
himself there, and his brother continues at Can- 
dahar. Akhbar Khan is confident of the issue 
of his attempt to depose the ruling soveeign. 
Dost Mahommed, after an interview with Lord 
Ellenborough, proceeded under escort to Pesha- 
wer, where he will remain under the protecti- 
on of the Sikh government. 
The recent victories achieved in Affghan and 

China have had the effect of tranquilizing the 
most rebellious portions of the Bundlekund dis- 
tricts,. An intrigue to advance the interests of 
the deposed monarch of Hindostan has been 
detected, and its purpose frustrated by the vi- 
gour of the government. 

CHINA. 
The news from China ‘is most satisfactory. 

The Emperor has allowed the British, with 
their families, to reside at Canton, Amoy, Ning- 
po, Shanghw, and at Fowchowfoo, to build a 
place in which to repair their ships, and to hold 
uninterrupted intercourse with the people. The 
most pestilent of all monopolies, that of the 
Hong merchants, has ceased to exist. In Hong 
Kong, which is governed by Lord Saultoun; 
and 1s, to all intents and purposes, a British co- 
lony, the greatest activity prevails. The Im- 
perial Commissioners were expected at Canton 
1n December, and the adjustment of the pending 
disputes would occur early in the present year. 
In all likelihood, these concessions would not 

so readily have been obtained, had not the dis- 
content and destitution of the Chinese themsel- 
ves seemed to threaten their Tartar rulers with 
an 1ateraal revolt, which the restoration of 
peace, and consequent revival of trade, would 
prevent. 

Tae Late HurnicAne —The following 
summary is compiled from various accounts of 
the loss of life and property during the terrible 
gele of the 13th Jan. a loss which is = we be- 
lieve without parallel in the history of our mer- 
cantitle marine. The hurricane seems to have 
been general, and so awfully sudden that the 
best vessals qualed vader it: 
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Here, then, we have no fewer than 180 vessels 
and 433 lives lost in one night. These figures 
too, can only be considered an approximation 
to the truth; many vessels and lives having, 
doubtless, been lost of whieh no aceount will 
be obtained. The value of the vessels and car- 
go hasbeen roughly estimated at £585,000, 
viz: the vessels at £405,000, and the cargoes 
at £180,000. On the three following days 
after the 13th, numerous other wrecks oceur- 
red, to the extent of nearly 60, the losses of 
which are upward of £240,000; this, with the 
ohers, making a total of £825,000. 
The total declared value of exports in the 

year ending January 5, 1842, was £44,609 358; 
in 1843, £40,738,151; a falling off of £3 871,- 
2017. 

In 1842, the number of ships entered inwards 
was 21,858; tonnage, 3,982,129; in 1843, 19,675; 
tornage, 3,655,606. 

According to parliamentary return, there were 
in the navy, on the first of January last, 10,909; 
officers of all grades, and 19,135 meén aud 

boys, ; 
Tuesday night's Gazelte contains an order 

in Council prohibiting her Majesty’s subjects 
from trading at any of the ports of China, ex. | 
cept those opened by the late treaty with the 
Emperor: undera penalty of £100, or three 
months imprisonment. 
The mariage of the Crown Prince of Honover 

with the Princess Mary, daughter, of the grand 

Duke of Altedbargh, took place on Saturday, ! 
the 18th ult. Queea Victoria has presented to 
the young couple a splendid silver table service 
for thirty-s'x persons and conses. 
Tae Grear Inox Steaver —The great 

steamer, the largest vessel ever built, intended 

to ply between this country and New-York, 
iz now complete, except her decorative part, 
and she will be enabled to go to sea, itis be- 

lieved, in the spring of the present year. The 
following . details respecting her can hardly 
fail to prove interesting in the United States, 
Jhery she will soon be an object of won- 
er. 
She wii; be-capable of accommodating 300 

‘| first class passengers in fore and after cabins 
and for carrying from 1500 tons of merchandise 
and upwards. 
Her accommodations will be as perfect as am- 

ple space, ingenuity, the fine arts, and the best 
of taste can produce. She will be appointed 
and fitted with every invention relating tosteam 
ships which the present generation has introdu- 
ced. The arrangements made for officers, 
crew, servants, and a limited number of second 
class passengers, are most excellent; and if the 
combined powers of man could ensure success 
this wonderful vessel, will not be found ‘want- 
ing 
The following are her dimentions, with de- 

tailed particulars of the iron used in her con- 
struction. 
Length ! 3 x 
Beam s . . 
Depth (total) from side of the 

upper deck to the ‘keel, 31 ,, 4in. 
Draught of water whenloaded, 16 
Tonnage. (old measurement) 3500 tons 
Displacemement of water when draw- 

ing 16 feet. . . 3000 ,, 
Engines, Four, of 300 horse power each. 
The plates of the keel are one inch thick, and 

all the plates under water are 5-8 to half an 
inch thick at the top, except the upper plate, 
which is5-8. She is clinker built, and double 
rivetted throughout; towards the extremities 
and quite aloft the thicknesses are reduced gra- 
dually 7-19ths. The ribs are framed of angle 
iren, 6 inches by 3 1-2, by half an inch thick, at 
the bottom of the vessel, and 7-16ths at the 
top ; the mean distance of the ribs from centre 
to centre is 14 inches, and all these ribs will 
be doubled, the distance. is then encreased to 
18 inches and then gradually to 21 inches at 
the extremities, the Boiler platform is of plate 
iron, supported by ten iron Kelsons, of which 
the centre ones are three feet 3 inches deep; 
these kelsons are formed like the flooring of 
of iron plates placed on edge. The hullis di- 
vided into five distinct compartments, by means 
of water tight bulkhead. The decks, five in 
number, consist of the cargo decksand intimate 
of iron; and two cabin decks 7 inches thick 
and an upper deck, 5 inches thick. of wood; 
these are strengthened longitudivelly by three 
courses of wooden upright pillars, 9 inches 
in diameter, runing from the kelson to the up- 
permost deck. Her rigging is hermaphrodite 
with six masts, the whole of which excepting 
the -mainmasts, (which is square rigged,) 
lowers as an occasion requires, on a level with 
the deck, being secured at their basis in sock- 
ets, hinged of a firm and peculiar construction. 
She will be propelled by Smith’s patent Archi- 
medean screw, cf the proper power and size 
required by the four engines, of 1200 horse 
power, which are to work it. These engines 
are splendid specimens of mechanism, as com- 
plete as they can be manufactured and have 
been‘placed in the vessel at right angles, purpose 
of their working to suit her build, and for better 
distribution of their dead weight. There are 
six boilers with four feeders to each. The 
whole of the above, and indeed every thing 
connected with her machinery and construction 
have been manufactured at the Great Wes- 
tern steam ship Company's depots. 

320 feet. 
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COMMERCIAL TREATIES. 
There are few subjects of more importance 

to this country, or indeed to any of the countries 
of Europe, than those which are involved in the 
substance and purpose of commercial treaties, 
and the publication of one or two of these diplo- 
matic documents during the present week natu- 
rally inclines us to bring them under the reflec- 
tive consideration of our readers. - They are, as 
it were, official papers confirming some. of the 
best communications of the speech from. the 
throne. 
The entire question of the value and sacred- 

ness of treaties is more than ever opened up to 
the contemplation of moral philosophy in the 
present startling position of events in France, 
upon which all thinking men, all men alive to 
the confidence and honesty of religions obliga- 
tion and diplomatic faith, are truly and trem- 
blingly sensitive ; less on account of the inter- 
ests involved, mighty and gigantic as they are, 
than forithe sake of a great principle in which 
the benefit of all mankind is comprehended—in 
which brotherhood, fidelity, aud all the bonds 
of faith between the vast family of the entire 
human race are inevitably and unquestionably 
merged A fairly-conducted and honorably- 
confirmed treaty may almost be regarded as an 

oath sworn solemnly by nations before the 
world. It is ushered into form in a name 
which the contracting parties would account it 
blasphemous to take in vain. It is prefaced 
with some religious aspiration—some appeal 10 
a witness from heaven—same anxious trust for 
fulfilment in a watching power from above. 
There is a natural perjury in the abrogation of 
an unexpired treaty in time of peace. It was 

but u few days ago that Guizot, the far-sighted 
and fine-minded prime miaister of France i 
upon a question of Christian philanthrophy to 
propound this important truth to his impetuous 
and unscrupulous opposition. * There are two 

ways of abrogating treaties—one is by the mu- 
tual consent of the contracting parties; the other 
is by the sword!” ‘This was incontrovertible, 
and all other abrogations must be at the expense 

of honorable feeling, religious responsibility, ard 

national truth: It is lamentable to find a want 
of this conviction in the headstrong war-party of 
France; it is still more dreadful that the wnprin- 
cipled doctrines which that party urges should 
tend directly to obstruct civilization, and uphold 
the horrors of slavery—to keep forged fetters 
for the human race, and to overthrow and bow 
down all those lofty aspirations after pure and 
genuine freedom, upon which your French pa- 
triots of all times have founded the justice of 
their revolutions, and their plea of sacred re- 
demption from the blood they dared to shed. 
This degrading inconsistency is te be mourned 
by all moral men; but on the other hand, it is 
glorious to see the virtuous Guizot standing with 
energetic dignity in the midst ef the storm, and 
in spite of all the fiery elements of party discord 
keeping the state vessel bound steadily for the 
harbour of peace. He may fail and be abandon- 
ed by his crew, but such a pilot will be a mark 
for the veneration of all future time—good, just, 
courageous, and full of honour, he is gathering 
the greenest and the brightest laurels that have 
ever struck their roots downwards ameng the 
enduring fsundations of the Temple of Fame. 
This our humble testimony to the merits of a 

wise and great minister, who is folding around 
his shoulders the worthy mantle of the respect 
and gratitude of Europe, has been evoked from 
us by the question of ¢ Treaties,” and their value 
as ‘bonds of faith between nations.’ For it will 
be observed with gratification, that just as rest 
less and revolutionary France seems reedy to 
incur the erime and odium of despising these 
signs and compacts of solemn engagements ‘be- 
tween countries, other powers emphatically ex- 
press their sense of the inviolability of such en- 
gagements by involving in them—by a mutual 
mterchange of concessions—the very dearest and | 
most urgent interests of the inhabitants of the 
countries for whom they engage. 
The treaty of commerce and navigation be- 

tween her Majesty and the Emperor of all the 
Russias must give universal satisfaction. - It 
could not have been published at a more a pro- 
pos moment. Itstrengthens England—it rebukes 
France—it marks the diplomatic opinion of 
Russia upon an important point in the balance 
of affairs in Europe, and it prophesies commer- 
cial advantages to this country (which we are 
not so ungenerous as to wish or believe other- 
wise than mutual) of the very highest moment 
in the present crisis of mercantile depression. 
The treaty, as we have read it, seemsinvaluable 
for the perfect spirit of liberality in which it is 
framed, and for the business-like and honorable 
confidence which it implies to exist between 
the two powers. The reliance is really that of 
private friends, and displays a fair bargain, 
without any of the finesse of jealousdiplomacy. 
The treaty is described by a contemporary as 
being what all treaties ought to be—a specimen 
of the bestsort of reciprocity, likely not only to 
prove advantageous to the commerce of the two 
nations, butto confer generally even higher and 
more important benefits. Thus we have Russia 
preserving the balance of power, and weighing 
im the scale against Gaul- —although we must not 
forget that Sir Robert Peel has indicated a dis- 
position on the part of the Guizot Government 
(if the abadoned treaty—despising party do not 
drive it from power) to develope and confirm 
the commercial treaty so long projected and 
desired between England and France. Should 
itbe effected, may it never experience the vicis- 
situdes of the slave treaties of 1831 and 1833. 
The second publication to which we alluded 

has respect to China—but itis not the treaty 
ltself—only comprising a series of imperial 
edicts issued by the Brother ef the Sun and 
Moon to his Celestial subjects and evincing very 
peculiar constructions of the megociations to 
which we have driven him at the point of the 
sword. The edicts confirm in their spirit all 
the advantages about to accrue to English com- 
merce from the opening of the Chinese ports 
and thisasa business matter is all we want. 
Even the insincere Chinese Emperor is better 
than Monsieur Thiers and the spurious honour 
of La jeune France. But in another respect the 
Imperial edicts are gems. If laughter maketh 
fat, they should be publically interrupted as a 
sort of pobulum for the consumptive. No man 
could starve under them. They are the purest 
specimens of the absurb, the humorous, and 
agreeable we ever pursued. They are not fit 
for anewspaper; a camle annual or almanace is 
their legitimate sphere, The phrases ¢ Res. 
pect this!” ¢* Pay an implicit and awe struck 
obedience!” drop like manna into the gaping 
mouths of the bewildered subjects of the En- 
peror. They are told how long peace had made 
them forget the ants of war, so that the  bar- 
bardians” were enabled te make them remember 
their coming; but row they are to train thens- 
selves against the recurrence ofany such dilem- 
ma; all 1s, by command of the Emperor, to go 
on happily till they are sotrained; that is, the 
treaty 1s to be solemnly complied with until 
they delude themselves into a belief that they 
are able to break it And, in the meanwhile, 
with regard to the droll official document itself, 
there is a direction to “ Hurry on this edict at 
more than arate of 600 le a day,” and to order 
seme great functionary to “ inform himself of 
1ts contents,” with the final injunction of *¢ Res- 
pect this!”? 
May we venture to echo his Imperial Majes- 

ty, with a request to our readers that, of sll 
articles upon the subject of commercial treaties 
they will « respect this.” 

EES ore or ER eb Ss ara rs 

Provincial Legislature: 

Extracts from the Journals: 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 
Marca 21, » 

Resolved, That there he gtanted, to his Ex- 
celiency the Lieutenant Governor or Adminis- | 

trator of the Government for the time bei 
the sum of £200 to be paid to the Manag 
Committee of the Baptist Seminary at XT 
dericton. under ‘the control of the Comm! 
tee, when it shall be certified to the satisfac 
on of His Excellency the Lieutenant Govers! 
that the Institution is in an eflicient state. 
To the Trustees of the Wesleyan AcadeD 

at Sackville, the sum of £200 towards the 89° 
port of that Institution. : 
To the Sheriffs of the several Counties i the 

Province, for executing Writs of Election 
returning the Members to serve in Gener 
sembly, the following sums;— 
To the Sheriff of Westmorland, .... £20 
EEE REE 
Sheriff of Northumberland, .. ve... 
Sheriff of Gloucester,...o.. vues 
Sheriff of Restigouché,......ae00s 10 i 
Mr. Erd, from the Select Committee SPR 

ted on the 3rd day of February last, to take 
consideration the subject of the illegal oC 
tion of Crown Lands and Indian Reserves, 
mitted a first Report upon the matters ric 
to them; and he haying read the same, h8né 
it in at the Clerk’s Table, where it was age? 
read and is as follows: — 
“ The commit'ee to whom was referre 

part of His Excellency’s Speech which I¢ 
to the illegal occupation of Crown Lands 
Irdian Reserves, having attended to that 
make their first Report: 

*“ That the extensive reservations of Las 
heretofore made for the use of the Indians pit 
not by any means realized the humane inte" 
tions of Government towards that unfor : 
race. peer 

“ That seeing that those Reserves have i 
to agreatextent unoccuried by the Indiesh 
though in many cases well adapted for Ag 
tural purposes, and affording eligible Mill pl 
your committee are rot surprised to find #0 
Settlers have inseveral instances entered 16 
portions, of them and made improvem® 
thereon;—Some of those entries have ah 
made with the full concurrence of the Ind oe 
and some, your committee have no doubts 2° 
taken place either absolutely without their pi 

missions unfairly ebtained—Your committe® ob 
net consider it expedient to discrimint!s uy 
this point, and are unanimous in the OP vo 
that the claims of all actual Settlers who B85 
made improvements on those Lands 0UE 
be regarded, inasmuch as by. these mean® pe 
only has the settlement of the country beef 
celerated, but the Indians themselves have 
the advantages of neighbourhoods whose ps 
gressive improvement should powerfully £" or 
late the efforts of any class of humane belle’ 
accessible to the effects of good example: the 
“ Your committee are of opinion, thé* o, 

period has arrived, when steps should be eset” 
to throw epen limited portions of those qi 
ves for legal Settlement and occupation, | 
place the residue under judicious maneg® bee? 
in order that tracts which hitherto have on of 
in many cases barriers to the extension ; 
thriving Settlements, and in others, the ¥ 
oflawless depredators, may become sour 
revenue, available alike for the encourag®y 
of the industrious and relief of the infirm Shiv 
Indian Population, as well as the seats 0! Trg 
ing Agricultural Settlements, and with 8 ooth 
to the attainment of those desirable PJ ies 
they recommend, that all the Indian po (6 
be surveyed under the superintendence © pich 
Indian Commissioners for the Countie# in W ie 
they are respectively appointed; that such Fn) 
ons as itmay be desirable from their ns the 
advantages, and the expressed wishes © 
Indians to appropriate for Indian Village® fp 
reserved to a sufficient extent in each €3 
afford ample epace for Village, Pastur€s. 
Wood Lots; and that the residue be laid 0d 
lots, generally of from 50 to 100 acres €8€% yp 
in such maoner as may be best suited “yo 
formation of Settlements, regard being o pO 
the occupancy of actual settlers as much 2 J ? 
sible on the same lots, whenever it cal 
without materially injuring the whole. | pre 2 
¢ That the Indian commissioners four & 

ceed to value the improvements made repo” 
tual settlers on the different lots, and ment 
such valuation to the Executive Gover r 
recommending what lots they may thi which 
visable to offer forsale, and the price Oat Jot® 
such lots should be offered, and also pe 
they may think it advisable to lease, ¥ ob? 
estimated annual rent;—the lots for led 
confirmed principally to Meadow lots: re? 

« That the Executive Government be alr 
ted to order that such lots be offered me the 
the upset price recommended, and vas by 1 
condition of immediate actual settlemen® “ype 
respective purchasers; that no persoy ee fat 
ed to become the purchaser of more B04 the 
hundred acres, that he be required 10 Hin firk 
purchase money to the Receiver Gener®pg 
instalments, the first or one fifth on the iy pelt 
sale, and the residue in four equal 5 oe 
ments with interest, and that the pure cred » 
another persons impryvements be 0" 
pay in addition the estimated value > o 08f 
improvements within thirty days afte o preY 
of sale, or produce a certificate from “=e hi? 
ous occupant that he has been saticfie or 

improvements. A Ticket of Locati®f | jst 
te the purchaser on payment of the fir 
ment and valuation of the improveme 
improved lot) and a Grant to issue 
of the last instalment, provided the : 
or his family be actually 1esiding 02 jon 1° 
or have a Mill or Mills in 2ctual OPER ler 
on. A Ticket not to authorise the i 
Timber or Lumber ou the land wit gic 
cial permission of the Executive Go¥ ant! 
“That the Meadow lotsbe leased 2 0 

Auction at some Public place hn 
the commissioners, the years re ley 
them by the purchaser on the day of re 
to be remitted by them to the Receive o 
with an account of sules. he sale 

« That all monies received for 


