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From the Metropolitan Magazine.
THE LAWYRR’S TWO VISITS.

I prEPARED my-elf one morning to
pay two prolessional visits. Sir Willium
Mostyn was not expecied tolive through
the day, and wisied to make an imme--
diate  alteration in his will, and
Zechariah Briggs, a wealthy money
lender, was desrous to take the best
steps to intimidate and confound a deb-
tor to whom he had advanced two
hundred pounds, and who now refused
to pay the sum, for no better reason
than because he dud not possess money
for the purpose. 1 did not anticipate
any addition to my ¢ curiosities of legal
experience’ from these visits; neither of
them offered the charm of orizinality.
they were both tedious repetitions of
an often told tale. Sir Wil'iam Mostyn
had been expecied to die in the course
of the day at least a dozen times in
the last three years: in fact, whenever
he bad a shaht attack of il'ness, he mag-
nified it into a death warn'ng. because
it enabled by, wi b less glaring vanity
and egoli:m than might be the case
under other circamstances, to pronounce
a flowery pan=gyrie¢ on his own virtues,
which rivalled that of any tomb-stone
in the kingdom in audacious and men-
dacious flytery. He had a charmoang
wife, (by the bye, how is it that tyran-
nical, tll-tempered men so often possess
charming wives?) and two beaunful
daughters: he constantly assured them
on these melancholy eccasions, how un-
worthy they were of such a blessing as
hunself, and how bitterly they wounld
lament him, when Jamentation wonld
be of noavail. He was then nccustomed
to digress to the lesser grievances of
the loss of ¢ pride, pomp, and ¢:rcum
stance,” to which they woald be exposed
oan his death, consulerately reminding
them that his large estates were annex-
ed to the baronetey, and would become
the property of a brother, with whom he
had not been on terms for six and
twenty years, (hat it was on'y 1n his
power to bequeath four hundred u year
to his wife, and three thousand pounds
to each of his daughters, and that
therefore they mast take leave of their
gplendid mansion in Cavendish square,
and beautiful family seat at Woodlands,
and resign themselves to chosse between
these three horrors of a limited income
which he designated as * cottage vege-
tation, watering-place degradation, and
continental expatriation!” It was hke<
wise a very common event for 8ir Wm.
Mostyn to wisk to muke an alteration in
his will; he was extremely irritable; any
one who gratified the first feeling had
an excellent chance of being set down
on parchment for pnireteen guineas, or
& morning ring, and f knowingly or
unknowingly they offended the second,
they had the dire necessity of beine ims
mediately scratched ont again. As for
Zechariah Briggs, his hfe was passed in
cajoling and cheating hall his borrow-
ing friends, and threatening snd im-
prisoning the o'her half: to the Grst pavt
of bis business he was quite equal in his
own person, to the last he was frequent
ly obliged to cali in sy unwilling as-
sistance*

On reaching Cavendish
found that for once | had wronged the
baronet in my saspicions of dissimu-
Jation. that he was really and seriously
ill. Lady Mostyn joined me in the
drawing room with tear(ul eyes and as
agitated munuver, snd | was sarprised
and grieved fo hear irom her that S
William had sent to me for the purpose
of adding a codicil to his wil! disinbert
ing his youngest danghter. [ could no:

square |

resist the wympulse ol inquiring what
conld be the offence of the meek and

winning Alice Mos'yn, and her mo her,
after a litle hesitntion. confided it to me, !
Sir William Mosiyn had seen a family |
picture, "executed by a young arvus of |
great promise, and was forthwith in- |
spired wi'k the ambition of having a

sirailar one txkea of himself, his lady, |
and his two dauchters, The arti-t WA%!
encaged to  atiend. and tok “,‘L‘P“i?q!‘¥
Jikenesses of Sir Wiiliam, Lady, and |
Mise Mos-yn; bat Atice seemed com- |
pletely o bafile his skil'; and it w.s not |
uill after repeated sittings snd nunerous §
trials that hie suceeeded in transferrigg |
an exquisite likeness 10 the canv.ss of

the lovely giri whom he had Faitnfully
traced and enshrin 1 his bear! im-

mediately af er bh's introduction to her.

Tiae mansion in Caveandish Sguare was

haunted sveophantie,

fawning beings wha so freguenti
the ¢weihinas he rich. Miss Crawle y
was a sorl of parier charwomnn, ready
to obey { snd offic .
8ny v

i
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areatest delight consisted in making
berselfl  useful to her friends, bat

in reality, she delighted in no'hing so |

much as in making mischief among
them. She had taken a violent aversion
to the ycung artist, because he (arned
an indifferent eye to her soft glances,
and a deal ear to her hints of being per
fectly willing te vceupy a niche in the
famuly picture, in which she, with some
justice, ob-erved, * she had certainly as
good 2 right to appear as the lapdog,—?
consequ-ntly she k pt a rigid watch on
his movemen‘s, and behind the sheltering
covertng of a Inrge Indian <creen, heard
him declare bis love for the sweet
Alice, neird ber murmur a few words of
doubt, surprise, and confusion, but cer-
tain'y not of displeasure, and then ran
to impart all she hs¢ beard to Su Wm.
Mostyn, who was very ill and peevish at
the time, and on whose system she wa-s
perhap: benevolently anxiens to 1rv the
remedy of counter rrivation. The trem-
bling Alice was summoned, and the hite
terest fulminations heaped upon ber.
In vain did she e¢xpress her contrition
for having ¢ hstened 1o the voire of
love,” in vain did she promse to relins
qaish  her suitor—the crime of having
voluntarily stood to hear the tender pro
testations of a poor arist was »uch as
cou'd only be adequately punished by
the entire loss, to her and her heirs for
ever, of the three "hon and poundscnce
dest'ped for her portion.

1 telt extremely indiznant with the
se'fish and cold hearted barone’, bat
vet, to do all pariies imparaal jusi:ce,
I could not but think thst my favorite
Liady Mostyn took her dausrhter’s indis-
cretton rather too coolly, and did not
appear so disconcerted at the idea ol
haviag a poor arvst for a son in law as
I shou!d have thooght consistent in the
motker of a high born besuty ot egh
teen. [ reconciled mysell, bowever, to
her conduct, by sarmising, that having
fel: the eviis of splendid mi-ery in her
own per:on, she might possibly be dis-
posed to look with a fsvorable light on
love, even when walking bhand in band
with poverty, and | accomp:nied her
to the chamber of §r William, as anoxi~

ous ss herself to do all 1n my power io
conciliate and solten bm. S William
was propped up by pillows, and was

dilating on :he heinous conduct of the
banished Alice to Louisa Mostyn, Mss
Crawley, the portly housekeeper, and
the nurse, who had recently been en-
gaged to attend hm. La y Mostyn ad
dressed him svo hmgly,_lfg replied by
repro-ches on the wanner 1w which she
had  educated and over-indulged her
dauchters. | attempted to induce him
to posipone the a'teration of the wiil,
but was s lenced by a spirited recommen-
dation to * mnd my busness, axd keep
In my piace,” he then directed me to
¢ revoke ond rescind’ the legacy to Alice
Mostyn, and to make it over ro some
pubiic chari'y, (alis! how olten are
public charities eariched by priv-te re-
senimenis!) | took dewn the heads of his
instenctions in peacd, and then at his

desire Legan to inseritbe them on the
will  While | was thus emplayed, Sir

William, whose powers anc fluency of
speech were not 0 the re.note.t degree
affected by his iliness or his anger, pro-
creded to address hs auditory

¢ {t 1+ exceeding'y prabable that be-
fore the close of the day I sbail be taken
from you; the loss to you will be jrre-
parable: but I am most thankial to say
that no ene ever departed ths world with
a clearer conscence than my-elf, or with
a more gralilying cerlain'y of having
performed all the duties and charities of
lite,

Here Sir Wilham pansed, partly to
take hrea:h, and part'y to listen tothe
corroborative ‘ cerinmnly® and ¢ very t{rue’
of his hearers; but Miss Crawley had
just been called out of the rowm to an-
swer 4 noe of inqguiry, and none of :he

hers were dispesed to strain their own
conscence with the goi't of vouehing
lor the spotlessne<s ol ‘he cohscence ol

Jir Wilham., Slence ensued, not thke
silence which gives consent, but that
which refrains (rom giving it. Sir Wil-

rather a raised voice
ttems of his exeel-

liam proceeded in
to enurmerste tBe
lgncirs,

‘I have been a most devoled, affec-
tionate and exemplary husband.®

Poor Lady Mostyn sighed. ghe had
endergone f{or four and twenly vears
that system of minute domestic ’:\'r':‘pm‘
which is as much worse than acinsl i
us ze, as the constant drooping of water
on the head is more agonmizing thag a
sudden 1

and sharp hlow,

‘I have proceeded Sir
Witliam, ¢ to the mor ifization and dis-
ap-ointment of Bbavinz po ane to ipherit |
my titles and estates, and 1 have shown !
th2 mos: affectionate regard to the intere
ests of my two daughters.”

submitted,”

i
|

1
{
;
}
{

\
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Sir William had certainly submitted
to the wuant of a son becauns= he could
not help it, but he bad made it a con-

| stant subject «f discontent and upbraid-
i Ing; as 10 his regard for the interests of

his daughiers, the codicil that 1 was
wiiting seeimied so complerely »t variance
with this asseriion, that I cou'd scarces
ly be surprised when I saw the beaunfu!
eies of Louisa Mostyn glittering rather
through 1indignaiion than tbrough
tears. :

¢ I have also,’ said Sir William,  been
an indulgent and kind master to my
numerous  domesuics; they will meet
wth very different treatment from my
brother,? \

The housekeeper who sat near me,
here uitered a faint whisper wh c& soun-
ded to me like ¢ [hope they will.” In
luct, Sir William never passed a week
wi hout either g ving warnipz, or hav.
ng 1t given to him, and his servants
wouid bave succeeded each other as ra-
pidly as the ficures in a wagic lantern,
or the carriages on a railrond, had not
Indy Mosiyn loliowed him as Pitty fol-
lowed Sociow 1n the allegory. dropping
balm into the wounds he inflicted, and
by dint of gentlenesss, argument, and
somelimes, 1t must be confe:sed, a httle
bribery, contrived to keep the threaten
ed departures of the establi-hment toller-
ably with n bounds,

¢ As [or myseif,’ continued the baronet,

¢ the patience and resignation which [ !

have displayed through life, adhere to
me in the last stage of it [ look on
death without a feai—I bear psin wilh«
out a mumur,’

I'be nur-e opened ber eyes to {heir
widest extent, &s she recalled certain
exclamations and interjec ions of her
fanltle s patient which had strack her
during the preceeding nicht as ¢ per-
fectiyawful.?

I appeal to all present,” concluded
Sir Wiiliam, looking somewhat angrily
and suspiciously around, ¢ whether [
have not spoken jusily of mysell.’

Fortanately Miss Crawley had entered
the roem a httle while bhofore, and she
hastened to assure Sir William that * he
could never be said to speak justly of
himself, becau-e his buarlity u!ﬁavs
made him underva’ue his own excellen«
uies, but that 1if he could only know
what others said of him, he would be well
awesre th:t he was cons'dered a patern
for admiration and imiation.? ‘T'he ba-.
ronet, exhausted by h's eloguence, threw
himself back en the pilow: his eyes
resting with a glance of approbatlon on
the unblushing sycophant whoss filse-
hoods even dared to nrofine the cham-
bar of death. | bad finished the codicil
and seen it executed, and as the physi-
cinn just then entered, | took my leave,
but not before I had decided from the
glance which he east on me after looking
at _Ius patient, tihat he cons<idered hm
in imminent danger. | was rejoiced to
escape; it iz gratfying to «tand by the
death bed of the meek and humble mmn
ded Christinn, or even by tiat of the
trul)t repentant and sorrowing criminal,
but it is dreauful to listen 10 the
self-satisfied boustings of one who e
and slivh's the Savienr, without whos
mediation the best of us cou'd never
hope for heaven. and who clines alone to
those moral virtues and good works ut
terly insofficient in themselves for sai-
vation, even where really exist,
but in which qualities the boaster ig
question was 'mentably and antoriouse
ly d:-ii‘é'i“nl. I was occuped for some
hours in attending the conrts of law, and
it was not till the close of the marnine
that 1 was able to wa't on Mr. Fiwyn,
?'}‘o refractory debtor of Zecharia ’.}ri._n_,,"
.:]e was a msn in the prime of iife; his
lentures were handsome, but hs
tenince !\(vre the deep traces of sorrow
and anxiety; and his well worn clothes,
his meanly furnishad apartments, and
the pa'e dejacted looks of bis {ragile wife,
nil convinced me that Zecharia’s bopes
of his two hundred pounds rested on a
very slender foundation I had never
before seen Elwyn in parson, but | had
often seen him 1n priat; be bad become
known to the pudblic as the
some pleasing  httle poems about two
vears ago. | had a favourable oninion
of his abibities, but was sorrov to heat
that he depended entirely on them for
his  subsistence,—literature 15 ga aaod

vamn

they

\ servant, but a bad master, it isn delioht«
| ful recreation, and often nffords n sens

sonab’e addition 1o a moderate income,

but except 1a very “splendid instaners,

offsrs a miserable comneqes i i i ¢
it off*rs a miserable compeasation to him § thicd division live on the lenves—a

who devotes his .

i “!109 time to it—who,
at the command of a fickle public s:es
himselt compelled to waste his {indiy
nurtared talents on the most r
irifling sabj
sure of advers:itly snd embarrassn.ent
labours to prodace brilliant ideas fron
bis already overwrought and exhausted

arthur of |

Sl

brain, tiill even the drudgery of compila:
ton snd transla.ion becomes a relief in
the comparison—who repuirs to his writs
ing desk, not with the enhusastic fire
which the inspired minstrel snatches bis
berp, but with the cold mechanical re-
luctance with which the wearted mann«
fucturer sits down to his loom, and whe
efter all this soddening, mind sinking

coul subduing toil, tos ofien has 10
say,
¢ Swall prospects have those authors to be

Tead,

Whose daily writings earn their daily bread!

About a year ago, Elwyn was cazzled
by the Utopian prospectus of » new ma=
gazine, which was to combine every
thing that was excelient in allits prede’
cessors and contemporaries, and (0
avoid everything that was exceptionnble
in them; two hundred pounds woul
admit himto be a partner 1n it,—he was
ndvised to apply to Zechariah Brizgs iof
the money. Zechsrinh questioned him
ahout his expectations, (not [rom the
Mauguzine, but from orher sources,) an
the snswers were so satisfac ory, that he
immediately advanced him the sum iB
question. The mogazine died a naturs
death—* older and ablet’ publications 0
the sume kind drove it from the fields
Eiwyn’s other expectations, whatevef
they might be, proved equally fallacioud
with bis literary hopes, and nothing
cou'd be imagined more depressing a0
discouraging than his present situa=
tion.

¢ For mysell.’ said he, afier brieflf
explaining his cirecnmstances to mey
could bear any deprivaton with fortitade
but the failing exhnunste

health and

| spirit of my poor Jounna sre more thad

i

coun- |
" their subsistence of only a portion of

paliry and |
cts—iwbo, under the pres. i

I can endure.  We married im;nud(‘ﬂ”)'
I allaw, und again<t the consent of maosf
of our relations, bnt a rich uncle of MY
wife's kindly allowed s ¢n income, whic
amply  sufficed for our  moderat®
wishes, and we lived on the continent
with onr only son in peace and contents
ment till the last two years; when the
sadden death of our benefacror betraye
that his circumstunce; were involveds
and that ke was unable to hﬂqlll’!ﬂh us
the smaliest legicy 1 Veyof the 1ncome
whieh he bad hitherto bestowed upon U
Thrown thus open our own resourcts
the talent of poetry in myself, and ©
painting 0 my son, which we ho
hitherto cultivated merely as accomplishs
ments, beeame oursole source of depeh”
decce, and would have supplied our a%*
solute wants had it not been (or thed™
fortunate seheme which led me to app
to Zechariah Brgrs for the loan ©
200 pounds, Apocher misfortune had
just fallen upon us,—my son was reques”
ted to paint a Camily peture for SIF
William Mos'yn, he eonsented 10 do
this much aganst my inelinstion, for
circumstances nad h'mw:,od which eof*
nected Sie William?’s name with vety
painful associations on my mind. Lady
Maoston. ho xever, who is a:l kindn€ss
and benevolonee, ealled upon Uy “30
aves<ed us to comply: we agreed t0
en, hittle foreseeing the sad h-rminﬂ:'on
of his engagement, Sir William D8
dismissed h'm in a fit of resentment
discoverng his admiration for b's your~
gest daughter, and we fear he will do
dl in his power toinjure him; We€ al‘n
well acquainied with S \\"dl:um'i“er
14 nature.

[Tohe concl'ldcd’]

NSECY FREDERS. .

Insects, | ke other animals, derive their
nourshment from the vegetable 80
animal kinedoms: but a glance i8 sum';
cient to show that they possess a mu‘
wder fiold of operations than the otbers-

>4 : for
While the other anim:ls make use t‘hC

? - retabl®
inexhaustible treasures of the \l‘e{“"’! .
insip

kingdom, and reject the rest as . N0
or noxious, the insects ienve perhops L
vegetuble prodaction untoached. 5 s
the mnj"s‘t ¢ oak to the invisiole m“?“!‘e
or the insignificant wall moss. the *h

race of plants v a «tupendous meal 9
which tha inceets sit down ns gues i;
Ewven thase plants whieh are highl¥ p?ls
sonous and nauseating to other ,”u_xll‘,’
ure not refused by them. But this, 4
not yet ull. The large p‘;ml-con-‘ﬂ"""ﬂ
auimals are nsasile himited 1o m.vt;w'
seeds, und staiks, Not o inscctss {0 ‘f'
various Limvlies of which every port @ e
plant yields saitable provender. So.'ﬂ.'
which live under the earvh, attack roi“
others choose the stem nnd hr“m:t:.:flﬂh
e]eﬁ‘-“

prelers (he flower—while a filth ®
she fruit or seed.
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