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dy pitch, slowly melied together, and
app'ied to new boots,will rend(}r them
waterproof, durable, and pliant.

Guropean News,

From British Papers to the 4th March,
by the Columbia Steamer.

From Charles Willmer’s American News Let-
ter, March 4
GENERAL SUMMARY.

The character of the incidents which have
accurred since the, date of our last publication,
ia neither cheering orsatisfactory.

The condition of the working classes in our
own country is truly deplorable. The length-
ened and wawelcome continuance of easterly
winds, as it has prevented the arrival of home-
ward bound vessels, deprives of the means of
subsistence the mass who depend upon the ship-
ping for their daily bread, whilst this unhappy
contingency has not been atoned for by arevival
of trade in the manufacturing districts. At
other periods the briskness of some partieular
branch ef trade has been cited asa contradiction
to the assertion that ¢ times are bad,” but at
the present juucture the most tortuous ingenuity
fails to conviace us that the condition of the
working classes is not fearfully and unequivocal-
ly wretehed. Over the entire length and breadth
of the community, one wide cloud of gloom is
spread.

The auspicious circumstances, from the oper-
ation of which a beneficial change may be
anticipated, few even of the most saaguine witl
venture to predict. That distress,deeply seated,
widely extzaded, and long endured, does exist
—the admission of the Ministry themselves—
the men whose purpose and policy it would be
to gloss over or to conceal it—sadly and surely
proves. In the debates on the state of the cous-
ury they did not even venture to deny it. Per-
haps we are doomed to await, as the Premier

significantly hiated, the slow and uncertain de-
velopment of those advantages which our

conqaests in

e Fast may secure to us, before
& materizl and sensible amendment can be fele.
For speedier reli=f he bids us not to hope.

A cirenmstance occurred in the course of the
debate on the state of the country’ which ap-
pears to have ved the spirits of the Free
Trade parly. The Vice President of the Board
of Trade smphatically declared that between
the: opiniens enterigined by the miaistry and
those avowed by the Opposition the difference
was no great as was generally supposed
That an alteration in the commercial eode was
necessary, he was not only ready to admit, but
prepa The ounly question actually
pending between them was at what time should
the alieration bz atiempted, and to what extent
it should be earried out. The dispute therefore,
is not 5o m1 of prineiple ‘as it'is upon the
most expedient means of developing it. The
Anti-€Cora Law Leagne are untiring in their
exertions to agitate the country. They have
convened meetings in the principal towns, and
if they have gained no proselytes, they have,
at least, mustered numerous audiences.

. The trials of the Chartists, among whom is
the wonld-be famous Feargus O'Connor is pro-
ceeding ut Lancaster

We regrei to learn from the tenor of advices,
which are tolerably extensively aceredited, that
the mission of Mr. Ellice to the Brazils is likely
to be productive of no beueficial resule. The
Brazilians refuse to eater into a negocigtion
with us exeept upon terms so decidedly disad-
vantageous 1o Great Britain that it would be
impolitie, and perhaps dishonorable to this
country to accept them.

)

to prove.

PARLIAMENTARY.
STATE OF THE NATION.

The parliamentary debates of the last few
days, though not so important as to their results,
are, nevertheless, interesting ia their details.
Oa the 20th ultimo Lord Howick moved that a
Committee of the whole House be appointed to
inquire into the state of the country. He dis-
claimed all hostility to the Government in in-
troducing the motion. The times required the
consideration of it.  Distress now overspread
every branch of national industry; it was no
longer by one only. The farmers were suffering
and their laborers were compelled to submit to
a redaction of wages, ata time, too, when there
was a growing scarcity of employment. The
mining and shipping interests were depressed,
while the retail tradesmen, at a time when their
business was generally decliniog, were burdened
with an additional amount of poor-rates. The
wealthier classes, too, were beginning to suffer,
and, of consequence, to retrench their former
expenses to the injury of the tradesman and
manufacturer. These facts he established by
detailed accounte of the state of various dis-
tricts, and by the deficiency of £1,157,300 in
the Excise duties of one year, the seole canse of
which was, he contended, a forced economy.
The cause of all this must be some radical error;
ifnot, why had the distress coatinued so long?
The cause he ass as, the excess in com-
patition for labour; the remedy, to establish
new openings for energy and enterprise. Re-
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move the restrictions imposed on importation |

and an additional stimulus would be given to
iadustry. In proof of his position he cited the
authority of Mr. Gladstone, who stated last year
that the importation of 50,000 head of cattle
would eanse but a small divaunition in the price
of meat, but wounld lead to the exportation of
£500,000 of British m:j.nuf-lcr.urvs. - ‘he two
propesitions which he wished to establish were,

that imports might be largely increased, and
secondly, that a correspending increass of ex-
portations would follow

Mr. Gladstone said that with some qualifica-
tion the noble lord’s deseription of the state of
the country was correct. As to the depression
in the shipping, the cessation of emigration to
Anstralia and over produetion in ship-building
had contributed to it. What useful end. he
would ask, could the moticn answer? What
was the House to consider? Corn Laws, Sugar
Laws, or what? No; the state of the country.
Such a motion mustdo harm. The noble lord,
last year, had blamed Sir R. Peel for unsetiling
everything by his propositions; and it was noto-
rious, thet or their introduction, even in aspe-
cific form, trade became stagnant. Lord
Howick’s motion would renew the mis-
chief with tenfold force. Mr. Gladstone then
contended that the difference between the po-
litics of the ministry and the opposition was
one more in degree than of kind. - The whole
question between them was not merely whether
there should be a judicious relaxation at all, but
in what degree the country could bearit? Then
suppose the committee gained and the Corn
Law repealed, what measure would they sub-
titute, since one opposition member was for a
fixed duty, anether a mere reveiite daty, and
another for no duty atall? Let them ask thera-
selves can yourepeal the Corn Law without a
vast displacement ot labor? If he were asked
why not deal with €orn as you do with other
commodities, he would give a good temporary
answer—it was because on the faith
ing beenso dealt with for centuries, enormous
sums had been invested ta it, He denied that
the maintenance of the Corn Law was a question
of rent. However rents may be réduced, the
redundancy of labour would cause the pressure
to be less felt by the landlords than by the labor-
ers Ifit were contended that we should teach
foreign countries free trade, he would point to
the recenvangmentation of the French duty on
yarns, tothe German on mixed woollens; and
to the American tariff, as proof of the indisposi-
tion of other countries to follow our example.
He reminded Lord Howick that every govern-
ment for the last 25. years had irtroduced relax-
ations of our commercial ecde. The real ques-
tion, he repeated, was one of time and degree.

Mr Labouchere accuscd Mr. Gladstone of
having argued ¢n both sides of the guestion.
Asto existing alarm, he thought Mr. Gladstone’s
speech was caleulated to create it, for after the
Premier had declared that no alteration in the
Corn Laws was projocted this year, Mr. G, the
Vice President of the Board of Trade, = S
all his hearers that heat least thinks an altera-
tion expedient.

The debate was protracted by adjournment
for four days. Tt would be impossible to con-
dense the speeches which were delivered on
the oceasion, and, indeed, as the greater portion
of them were repetitions of the harang
vered on a similar occasion last year, it would
be almost superflaous. We may, however, no-
tice that Sir James Graham,the home secretary,
in the course of his reply to Mr. C. Wood,
the principles of free trade were now uckno
ledged to be those of common sense, and th
ontline of them is new disputed but by few.
The time had long passed siace E id ean
exist as an agricultural country; we were nowa
commercial people.

Nothing worthy of notice oceurred on the Jast
day of the debate, until Mr Cobden, in order to
secure the passing of Lord How motion,
endeavored to fix a grave respoasibility on the
who refused it. After defending the les
from all participation in “a recent maniacal
transaction,” he asked Sir Robert Peel what
course he 1atended to pursue, and. continued, it
is the daty of every independent member to
throw en him (Sir R. Peel) the individual and
personal responsibility of the present state of
affairs.

Sir Robert Peel, under great excitement, rose
and accused Mr. Cobden of holding him indivi-
dually and person:lly liable for the state of the
country. Mr. Cobden had previously said so
before the league—but said Sir Robert (amidst
applause that shook the roof) “be the conse-
quence of these insinuations what they may,
(bursts of cheers) never will I be irnflnenced by
menaces such as these {tremendous cheering)
to hold language or to adopt a course which I
consider in the slightest degree imconsistent
with my duty.”—(Mnuch cheering ) Mr. Cob-
den rose, and was received with.yellsand hiss
He at length was heard to say, I did not say
personally. Sir R. Peel: you did, yon did —
(Loud cheers.) SirJames Graham handed Sir
Robert Peela paper. Sir Robert Peel, looking
at it, said I admit [ am sure of that phrase—but
you said individually responsible—and the ho-
norable gentleman may do so, asd may indace
others to hold me individualiy responsible,
(loud cheers) but it shall in no way influence
me in the discharge of my public duty. Sir R.
Peel then addressed himself to the motion. If
the committee were granted, the noble mover
must be prepared with some proposition, gene-
ral and therefore useless, or specific, and there-
fore interfering with the finauncial arrangements
of the Executive. It wasimpossibie to conceive
of any expedient se fraught with mischief «nd
misery to commeree. As an angury of the in-
troduction of a system of gradual reductisns, he
informed the house that 4,000 treops had been
withdrawn from Canada.

Lord John Russell followed, and was prevent-
ed by indisposition fromattempting the delivery
of more than a few unimportant remarks. At
this stage of the proceedings, Mr. Roebuck,
whose temper his most ardent admi
imagined to approximate to the ax
ed Mr. Cobden, one of whose ualac davs
this seems to have been, in defence of Lord
Brougham. His Lordship, it seems, had merely
nded the Cera Law League to hew
ion with those persens who indulse
ous and uncenstitutional lingu
This advice his Lordship had volunteered i
eonzequence of having read in the Quarterly
i Review astatement made by the Rev. ——

es deli-

S never

ttack-

Bailey, of Sheffield, at the Conference, that a
person had offered to cast lots with him who
chould take away the life of Sir Robert Peel.
To this statement the Reverend Gentleman
said, that although he deprecated the aitempt,
he was sure that but few tears would be shed
over Sir Roberi’s grave.  Mr. Cobden had ask-
ed Mr. Roebuck in the library of the House
whether he, Mr. R, intended to defend Lord
Brougham. On hisanewerivg in the effiimative,
Cobden said * don’t have anything to do with
the affair, for if you do the Corn Law Leagne
will o down to Bath and turn you out.”> Mr.
Rocebuck, in the most incignant terms, denoun-
ced he tmpertinent interference of Mr. Cobden
and his Leaguers.

Mr Cobden essayed an explanationm, which
the house most impatiently heard.

On a division the metion was lost by a majo-
rity of 115—the votes being, for the motion
198; against it, 306

CORN FROM CANADA.

In answer to a question from Mr. Labouchere,
Lord Stanley said—As the law now stands, the
States send their grain into Canada free of duty,
whence 1t i rted 2s colonial produce, hav-
ing heen g ipto flour in the colony at a
maximug duty of 53 and a minimum of 6d.
Now the Colorial Government had often re-

uested the mother country to admit their flour
at a pominal duty, or free from duty aliogether.
His Lordship had replied to the memorial of the
colony, that as the greater portion ef the corn
imported as Canadian had merely passed
through Canada, and had in fact been grown
in the States, there would be some difficulty in
the plan  He suggested to them the propriety
of the Colonial Government imposing an equi-
valent daty on all American Corn imported
from the States into Carada. The legislature
had accordingly done so, and strietly in sccor-
dance with the gpirit of his letter. By the next
mail he expected a dispatch containing cll in-
formation on the subject:

PortUucAL —As if a tax wupon income
were not in itself an exactiow sufficiently
oppressive,  the Portuguese government
contrive to invest to it additional odium by al-
lowing the oppressors and collecters, a per
centage upon the amounts they return. This
temptation to extortion the officials could not
resist, apd accordingly the returns in the
instance of almost every inhabitant exhibited a
glaring surcharge. The people were loud in
the expression of their indignation, and their
anger was increased by the appearance of a
declaration from the subordinate assessors,
who affirmed, that contrary to the repert and
recommendation which they had tiansmitted
to the general Commiltee, the assessments had
been fulfilled.

The ferment consequent upon this eommu-
ication assumed so unwelcome an appearance
ing day the lisis were drawn
overnor and Council issued a pro-
tery tone and
This proclamaticn only in.
d the disorder it was intended to quell;
y copy of it was torn down with execration.
2 policeseized a person in the aet, but were
ed to surrender him to the mob. A piel
next drawn up in front of th
al Chamber, but were speedily and un-
ceremoniously put to flight by the populace
ment of infantry encountered the Jike

Two causes are assigned for this
outbreak—the one the enormous rate of ta
tion which the Government seek to maintain,
the other the mortification of the people «f
Oporto at the depressed condition into which
their trade has fallen since the terms of Lord
Aberdeen’s treaty were refused by their Go.
vernment.

The Minister of War has despatched the
Count St. Maria to Oporto on a special errand.
rious results are anticipated, and the con-
dition ofthe Portuguese Ministry at this junc-
ture is considered to be extremely critical.

The British mivister it seems has received
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N

instruetions from his Government to break off

the negotiations for the tariff convention.
Great Britain refuses to accept the last propo-
sal which Portugzl has tendered, and is resoly-
ed to trifle. away no more time in useless and
frivolous cerrespondence. In order to pacify
the Duaoro inter which ‘are materially
affected by the unwelcome termination
of negotiation, from the suecessful issue
of which so much benefit was anticipated,
publie monies are to be granted to them. A
Bill endowing a privileged company with one
half of the present export duties on Port
Wine had been uwnanimously passed by the
deputies. The sum of £35,0001s to be annual-
ly allowed to them, on condition that it be
expended among the Doure wine merchants
by purchasing from them 20,000 pipes ‘of infe-
rior winss at a higher rate than is otherwise
attainable. The ceding to the company of
the monopoly of Brandy was lost by a majority
of three. To atone for an outlay, fresh tax
must be imposed on the already overburthened
Portuguese. After all, the whole affuir is
but lath and plaster policy—trumpery truckling
to expediency —not sound statesmanship.

nch privilege question will, it is sup-
posed, be amicably adjusted.

IFQAN‘CE.f‘TlIe French papers are chiefly
occupled with speculations oa the probability
of the defeat or retreat of Guizot, in conse-
quence of the defection of some of his sup-
porters. Coust Mole will suceecd him, they
chorally predict. Be this as it may, ia the
recent elections ‘of Committees and Deputies
the Guizot party has been emphatically vie-
torious. Itiscertaia that the King is firmly
attached to Guizot. F
The apology of humble Spain appears te

e pacified the chivalrous ire of France, and
the chances of rupture, are remote,

The budget proposes a reduction of the army
to 344,000 men, aud 84,288 horses.

SpaiN.—Madrid papers of the 10th contaia
an official desparch by the Minister of War,
announcing that all necessary measures had
been taken to ascertain the coirectness of the
charges urged against the French Consul 8t
Barcelona. With the adjustment of the dispute
the cavalier Spaniards are dicsatisfied. They
contend that the apoligies should have beer
mutual, and though they applaud Espartere
for tendering an excuse to France they blame
him because he did not insist reciprocity ©
compliments.  * Spain,” they sey, “has
signed her own degredation.” After all, es
pecially when one considers that their nator-
ally baughty temperament is inritated, no doubt
by the fact that additienal honours are about
to be conferred upon the imagined cause ©
all the turmoil

Itecent advices represents the city —of Bar-
celona to be still unquiet. The Military an
the populace have more than once come int®
angry collision. Indeed so destructive were
the features of a gathering revolt, ‘that the go-
vernment were compeljed to remit another por-
tion of the war-contribution which the Barce-
lonians were to make up, in order, if' pesssible
to appease their anger.

INTELLIGENCE —RECEIVED BY TES
MORNING'S MAIL.

The Londen papers of last night eontain 5@
news of importance.  The trial of M*Naghtes
forthe murder of Mr Drummond had commed-
ced at the Central Criminal Court, but at the
hour of the mail leaving had not terminate@-

LATEST

So faras the evidencs has gone it bears strongly .

against the prisoncr. The interest and anxiety
to gain admittance iato the court is describe
as havieg been immense.

In- the House of Commons last night, in a8
swer to a question by Lotd Palmerston,

Sir Robert Peel said he had no objection t®
lay before the House copies of or extracts from
communicztions between Lord Ashburton, the
secretary of state for the colonies, and Mr. Web-
ster, in reference to the treaty signed at Wash-
ington en the Oth of August, 1842,

S1r CHARLES METCALFE.—This disting“i'h'
ed personage leaves Eng to-day in the 0o
Jumbia, te assnme the functions of Geverad?
General of Carada. No appointment of yeeest
occurrence has sfforded more unequivocal S&°
tisfaction.  Sir Charles had the good fortune 1%
early lite to autract the favorsble notice of th®
then Governor Gexeral of Indig, the late Mar:
quis of Wellesley, one of the most profoud
statesmen and aceomplished scholars this cooR
try ever knew. He was subsequently entrusté
by Lord Benidnck,when Governor General, Wi
high importanr oflices, and it is un acknowledge
fact, that hi summste skill and master®
policy extri ellency from difficulti®®

ler the pressure b be must otherwise

Ibat Sir Charles, when elected $0
ship of Jamuica, displayed the €3
alted talent and the dignified d i
the perilou dition of the colony demande
—the vnanimsus epinion and cordial acknoW*
the West Judia merchants mo
rove. It has been hisfate threvg
ced in the bate front of most per
difficultics, and nobly hashe invariablf
:owe them, 3
The Colonial Society entertained biff
t aeplendid banquet on the 27th instank
i tus D’Este in the chair. d
In the course of the evening, Sir F. Hes
(1o mean judge) congratulated the meelins
ou the appointment they had met to honeul:
Sir Cnarles Meteelfe went out, to Canada W)
the confidence of the whole empire. Hisacce®
sien to office would be a blessing to the colony
over whose destinies he was elected to rule- |

ForricN Excrrquer niLLs,—The toi8
amouut of loss to be made good by the country
is 262,000% Of this sum Coutts and Co. €
bilix to the smount of 32,0001, Mescrs. Ho#r®
24,0001, Price and Co 26,000/, Ransom an Co-
21,000, and Sir James Shaw, the Chrmberiai®
of London, 40,0002, g

The gales during the month of January, 2
the Mediterranean, have been greater than an[
known during the last twenty years. In o0n€ g
these gales, the sea made a breach through ‘h.
mole of Genoa, a wall forty feet thick. >

The Lords of the Admiralty have notified *
the Directors of the West India Steam Comps®;
that the future non fulfilment of the Company
contract with the Goversment, will in every
case of omissisn, be peremptorily followe
enforcewsent of penalties. oilh

It is currently reported, in the leading pohﬂ.
cal ¢lubsg, that Sir James Graham is likely 10
selected to suceced Lord Ellenborough 88
vernor General of India.

The Queen has been pleased to appoint Lo:d
Seaton, K G.C.B, to be her Majesty’s Lo
High Commiszioner for the Ionian 1slands. Y

We understand that Mr. Thomas Pottifgf
the brother of Sit Henry Pottinger, the 8

3 . eel
negociator of our peace with China, 1_1“? k:ﬁ(?’
sclected by the government for the chiel 9%,

2b resident at Hong Kong, and is to take
departure forthwith
A letter {rom Brest states that the fine E“at:z
frigates, which are intended for the lrﬁl‘}‘a‘lagm-
navigation between France and the Unite@ = .,
tes, are ready for sea, and will commence ©
ice in th ing
tis the intention of the Pacha of Egy!’fi:;
form a bank at Alexandria, in conjunction ;ich
three European merchants; the C‘dPi‘,“I' ) PrL
1s to be 600,000 dollars, to be 1umlfh."d tho
half by the Pachs, and the other half by
merchants, Ak
The King of Denmark has sent P”HC? the
bert the insignia of the Danish Order ©
Elephant.
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