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Mg. EvIToR,

Ir has ever been my most anxious wish to
avoid controversy: and although I have received
abundance of provocation, I ean with trath
affirm, that, during the twelve years I have
been a resident in Miramichi, I never published
a single line of a controversial nature, until
the 20th November last, when, uader the sig-
nature of M. G. I felt called upon to oppose
certain statements published anonymously by the
Rev. James Hudson. In these communicati-
ons, Mr. Hudson had, in my estimation, unwar-
rantably claimed for an Episcopal place of
worship, the imposing title of Tur Parisnx
CuurcH, and also insinuated and taught doc-
trines of so unsound, and exclusive a character,
that I feltit to be my duty not to allow them to
o abroad to the world,or to beread by my peo-
ple without raising my testimony against them.
In doing this, I made no persenal allusion to Mr
Hudson, and I trust wrote in a Christian spirit.

That Mr Hudson holds the views of the Pu-
seyite or Oxford school, must now be abundant-
Iy manifest to every one who has taken the
trouble to read those lengthy, crude, and vitu-
perative communications of his, which have of
late apperead in your columns—communica-
tions, which I regretto say, display a lamenta-

le distegard of courtesy, charity, and historical
truth. The boldest and most reckless asserti-
ons are made by Mr Hudson, with respect to
the Scottish Church, which must astonish every
one at all acquainted with her history. The
ancient Church of Scotland, he somewhere as.
serts, to have been Episcopalian; whereas it is
admitted by Ecclesiastical historians, ancient
as well as modern, (sce Bede, Jamieson’s Hist,
Culd. Hetherington, &e.) that amongst the
Culdees, the earliest religious teachersin Scot-
land, of which we have any account, and, who
continued to hold their ground for several cen-
turies after the arrival of Palladiusfrom Rome,
which took place near the middle of the fifth
century—amongst these, I say, it is admitted
that there was no such office as that cf dioce-
sian Bishop, and 1o order of Ministers superior
to that of Presbyters. Cruickshank in his his-
tory, tells us, that notwithstanding the efloris
of the Missionaries of Rome, to introduce Pre-
lacy, the great body of the Scottish nation re-
tained the simple and scriptural forms of Pres.
bytery uatil the year 1000;—and we learn from
the above authorities, that the Culdee Mission-
ary and Educational Establishmeats in Aber-
deenshire. and 8t. Andrews in Fife, remained
uatil near the middle of the Thirteenth century
and consequently uatil near the dawn of the
reformation, under English Wiekliffs. Again
after the Reformation, which received the sanc-
tion of the Scottish Parliament in 1560, the
national faith was Presbyterian, and continued
to be so ever after;’ although James the VIth,
after having solemnly sworn to maintain the
Presbyterian Church in Scotland, in the most
faithless aud arbitrary manner, attempted in
1584 to set up Episcupacy in it. Bat with all
his ¢ King craft,” and tyrasnical power, unspa-
ringly made use of, he failed in indacing his
Scottish snbjects to submit to the yoke of ¢ lord-
ly prelacy,” and after eight years of fruitless ef-
fort to force a new form of Church Government
upon the n 1, the Presbyterian Church was
estabiished by Actof Parliament in 1592, True
the wea and unhappy Charles, his successor
on the throne, at the 1 ation of that furious
bigot Laud, who has
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and relentless of persecutors. So much for E-
piscopalian teleration, of which Mr Hudson so
loudly boasts. I should not have touched upon
this dark page of history, had not Mr Hudson
seen fit, from ignorance, or some cause known
to himself, so grossly to misrepresent the sub-
ject.

whole world.” Apostolical successien,
these sacred Canoans were framed, was little
regarded; now a-days, however, it is magnified
into a matter of the first importance, and, by
such men as Mr Hudson, is made essential to
the constitution of a Christian Church. By this
Canon extempore prayer is not only authorized

But notwithstanding these wicked attempts | but enjoined, and I need scarcely cbserve that

upon the part of three successive sovereigns, in
violation of the most solemn compacts and acts
of Parliament, to force a preiatic form of wor-
ship and church government, upon a reluctant
and high minded people, they sigaally failed.
The Government might in an arbitrary manner,
alter the law with respeet to Church govern-
ment, and by flattery or fear, gain over a fewto
obey it—yet the Church and the Nation protest-
ed against such infringement of their dearest
rigats, and continued unalterably attached to
their beloved Presbytery—and loved not
their lives even to the death, that they might
transmit their faith, and with it, civil and re-
ligious liberty to their posterity. The signifi-

cant exclamation of Burnet, Archbishop of

Glasgow, upon the disbanding of the army,
may serve to shew the way in which Episco-
pacy was attempted to be imposed on Scotland,
and the little success which attended that sort of
propagandism—** Now that the army is disband-
ed,” said the Prelate, “ the Gospel will go out
of my Diocese.” At the Revolution of 16SS,
William of Orange, was invited to the throne
of Britain, and by him the Presbyterian Church
was finally and fiemly established in Scotland.
So little hold has Episcopacy ever had in that
kingdom, that, in the present day, after the
lapse of two centuries, according to the most
accurate computation, there are not more than
Jorty thousand now to be found in it, belonging
to the Episcopal communion. Scotland, itis
well known, never was subjected to the Church
of England, and never would receive Episcopa-
cy from her. The Presbyterian Church of Scot-
land was organized coatemporan t
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pendent kingdom, and as a s
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the canon itself cannot be used as a form, and
that it exactly resembles the instructions given
as to the substance of prayer, in our own Direc-
tory for public Worship. By this canon I say,
Mr. Hudson, and all Episcepal Ministers be-
longing to the English Church, are directed to
use extempore prayer before all Sermons, Lec-
tures and Homilies, and to pray for the Church
of Scotland as well as the Churches of England
and Ireland. Andletmetell Mr. Hudson that
extempore prayer is used by a number of the
most eminent divines in the English Establish-
ment, at the present day, such as the Reverend
Hugh MeNeil, of Liverpool, and the Rev.
John Brown, of St. Mary’s, Leicester. Mr.
Hudson has told us that “there are no Episco-
palians like the Scolch’—hear then the decla-
ration of the Rev. Daniel Bagot, D. D., Epis-
copal Minister of St. James’s Church, Edin-
burgh, on this subject. His lstter is copied
frem the ©London Record,’ a leading Episce-
pal journal:—
¢To the Editor of the Record.

“8ir. . AsI have been so besieged with let-
ters and inquiries during the last two or three
weeks, to knaw whether it is true, or not, that
the Bishop of Edinburgh has put down extempore
prayer, and prayer meetings, will youallow me

| room enough in your paper to give, once for all,

a general answer to these inquiries, which I feel
that I cannot better do than by stating what is
my own practice.

‘I have two services every Sunday in St.
James’s Church, and elways before the morn-

ing sermon, I use exfempore prayer; I have

room, which (as the comm
rally from 200 to &

cants are gene-
50) are alweys well attend-
e I use exlempore prayer, without the
51 have had meetings oceasionally, and
enceforward to have them on the third
y of each month, for giving missionary
ligence, and at these I use exfempore prayer,
iturgy; 1 have a class of young
every Saturday for Bible and Cateche-
teal instruction, and at this I use ecatempore
prayer, without the Liturgy; [ have private social
meetings in the houses of members of the con-
gregation occasionally, and at these I wuse ex-
tempore prayer, without the Litur and when-
ever | am called upon to conduct family worship
in the houwse of asy person, I always do so by
the use of extempore prayer. In ghort, on all
occasions, except the public ministrations, which
the Church specifics, and appoints for her
Preshyters to conduct, I use extempore prayer,
without the Liturgy. All this 1 do with the
Jull knowledge cf ry diocesian, and with as
clzar a conviction in hismind as my own that
I am not vislating any Canon of my Church;’
nons of the Scotch Episcopal Church
om those of the Eoglish] ¢ tnderd I have
i st occasion to do so, as I enjoy
as much liberty in common with the other
Pre:byters of our Churcly, as I can possibly use
ia the discharge of my p-storal duties, for the
edification of the people committed to my care.
I am, Sir,
Your very obedient servant,
DANIEL BAGOT,
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As Mr. Hudson seems to have a partict a
fondness for noticing any chance accesﬂloﬂno
Episcopacy from any other Church, we sha 0
doubt hear from him zlso of the conveﬁlouﬁ
the Roman Caiholic Church of the R"l‘n
Bernard Smith, Fellow  of Magdalene Col e“;cy
and Rector of Leaderham, in Tancashl n’
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fence, this correspondence might have
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‘c‘onl"
ate, thét

rch ¢

I am, Mr. Editor,
Yours, truly = i
JAMES SOUTER
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