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out on a cloth, epread on a dresser to dry
them, from this cloth transfor them to ano-
ther till they are perfectly from moisture, then
bottle them in wide mouthed bottles. having
sufficient room o pour clarified mutton suet
one inch thick on thetop; cork them light y
and rosin the corks, and keep them in the
cellar or intheearth, When used boil them
until they are tender, with a bit of butter,
spoonful of sugar, and some mint.

nited States News.

CONGRESS:

The following Message from the President
was sent to the House of Representatives onthe
R7th of February: —

In compliance with the resolution of the
House of Representatives of the 22d instant,
requesting me to communicate to the House
“ whatever correspondence or communication
may have been received from the British Go-
vernment respecting the President’s construc—
tion of the late British treaty concluded at
‘Washington, and concerns and alleged right to
visit American vessels,” I herewith transmit a
report made to me by the Secretary of State.
I have also thought proper to communicate
copies of Lord Aberdeen’sletter of the 20th of
December, 1841, to Mr Everett; Mr. Everett’s
letter of the 23d of December, in reply thereto;
and extracts from several letters of Mr. Everett
to the Secretary of State.

I cannot forego the expression of my regret
at the apparent purport of a part of Liord Aber-
deen’s despatch to Mr, Fox. Ihad cherished
the hepe that all possibility of misunderstand-
ing asto the true construction of the eighth
article of the treaty lately concluded between
Great Britain and the United States, was pre-
cluded by the plain and well weighed language
in which it is expressed. The desire ot both
Governments is to put anend as speedily as
possible to the slave trade, and that desire, I
need scarccly add, is as strongly and sincerely
felt by the United States as it can be by Great
Britain. Yet it must not be forgotten that the
trade, though now universally reprobated, was,
up to alate period, prosecuted by all who chose
to engage in it; and there were unforiunately
but very few Christian powers whose subjects
were not permitted, and even encouraged, to
share in the profits of what was regarded as a
perfectly legitimate commerce. :

It originated at a period long before the Uni-
ted States had become independent, and was
carried on within our borders in opposition to
the most earnest remonstranees and expostula-
tions of some of the colonies in which it was
most actively prosecuted. Its character, thus
fixed by common consent and general practice,
could only be changed by the positive assent
of each and every nation, expressed either in
the form of municipal law, or conventional ar-
rangement. The United States led the way in
efforts to suppress it. They claimed no right
to dictate to othets, but they resolved, without
waiting for the co‘operation of other powers,
to prohibit it to their owa citizens, and to visit
its perpetration by them with condign punish-
ment. I may safely afficm that it never occur-
red to this Government that any new mariume
right accrued to it from the position it had thea
assumed in regard to the slave trade. If before
our laws for its suppression the flag of every
nation might traverse the ocean unguestioned
by our cruisers, this freedom was not, in onr
opinion, in the least abridged by our municipal
legislation. X

Any other doctrine, it isplain, would subject
to an arbitrary and ever varying system of mar-
itime police, adopted at wiil by the great naval
power for the time being, the trade of the
world in any places, or in evy articles, which
such power might see fit to prohibit to itsown
subjects or citizens. A priaciple of this kind
conld scarcely be acknowledged, without sub-
jecting commerce to the risk of censtant and
harrassing vexations. The attempt o justify
aunch a pretentions from the right to visit and
detain ships upon reasonable suspicion of pira-
cy, would deservedly be expesed to universal
condemnation, since it would be an at-
tewpt to convertan established rule of maritime
law, iacorporated as a principle iuto the inter-
nationsal code by the consent of all nations, into
a rale and principle adopted by a single nation
and enforced only by its assumed authority

To seize and detain a ship, upon suepicion of
piracy, with probable cause and in good faith,
affords no just ground either for complaint on
the part of the nation whose flag she bears, or
claim of indemnity on the part of the owner.
The universal law sanctions, and the common
good requires, the existence of such a rule
The right, under such circumstauces,
to visitand detain, but to search a
perfect right, and involves nei
nor indemaity. Bat with tl
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of all the precaution which shall be used to
prevent such oceurrences, an American ship, by
reason of any visit or detension by & British
cruiser, * should suffer loss and injury, it would
be followed by prompt and ample remunerati-
on.”” And in erder to make more manifest her
intentions in this respect, Lord Abereeen, in
the despatch of the 20th of December, makes
known te Mr. Everett the nature of the instruc-
tions given to the British cruisers These are
such as, if faithfully observed, would enable the
British Government to approximate the standard
of a fair indemnity. That Government has in
several cases, fulfilled her premisesin this par-
ticular, by making adequate reparation for
damage done to our commerce. It seems ob-
vious to remark, that a right which is only to be
exercised under such restrictions and precauti-
ons, and risk, in case of any assignable damage,
to be followed by the consequences of a tress-
pass, can scarcely be considered any thing more
than a privilege asked for, and either conceded
or witheld en the usual principles of internati-
onal comity.

The principles laid down in Lord Aberdeen’s
despatches, and the insurance of indemnity
therein held out, although the utmost reliance
was placed on the good faith of the British
Government, were not regarded by the Execu-
tive asa sufficient security against the abuses
which Lord Aberdeen admitted might arise in
even the most cautious and moderate exercise
of their new marintime police. And therefore,
in my message at the opening of the Jast sessi-
on, I'eet: forth the views entertained by the
Executive on this ' subject, and substantially
affirmed both our inclination ard ability to en-
force our own laws, protect our flag from abuse,
and acquit ourselves of all our duties and obli-
gations on the high seas. Iaview of these as-
sertions the treaty of Washington was negotia-
ted; and upon consultation with the British pe-
gotiator as to the quantum of force necessary
to be employed in order to attain thése cbjec's
the result to which the most deliberate estimate
led was imbodied in the eighth article ot the
treaty.

Such were my views at the time of negocia-
ting that treaty, and such in my opinion, it is
plain and fair interpretation. I regarded the
eighth article as moving &ll possible pretext, on
the ground of mere necessity, to visit and de-
tain our ships upon the African coast, becaunse
of any alleged abuse of our flag by slave traders
of other nations. We had taken upon oursel-
ves the burden of preventing any such abuse by
stipulating to furnish an armed force—reg
by boththe high contracting parties as sufficzent
to accomplish that object. Deny s we did
and do, all celor of right to exercise any su
general police over the flags of independent na-
tions, we did not demand of Great Britain any
formal renunciation of her pretension —Still e
had we the least idea ot yielding any thing
ourselves in that respect  We chose 1o make
a practical settlement of the question.  Thiswe
owed to what we had already done upon 1kis
subject. The honor of the conntry called for
it—the honor of its flag demauded that it
should not be used by others to cover aa iniqui-
tous trafiic.
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repeated declarations against the trade, and
recognized with satisfaction an advsnce towards
the humane and enlightened policy of all chris-
tiaa states, from which they anticipated much
géod. That Great Britain would scrupulously
fulfil the conditions of this engagement;but that
from the principles which she has constantly
asserted, and which are recorded in the corres-
pendence between the minister of the United
Stater, in Ergland, and himself, in 1841, Eng-
Jland has not receded, and would not recede.
That he had no intentien to renew, at present,
the discussion upon the subject. That his last
note was yet unanswered. That the President
might be assured that Great Britain would al-
ways respect the just claims of the United States.
That Great Britain made no pretensions to in-
terfere in any manner whatever, either by de-
tention, visit, or search, with vesselsof the Uni-
ted States, Inown or believed to be such ! But
that it still maintained, and would exercise when
neceseary, its own right to ascertain the genu-
ineness of any flag which a suspected veseel
might bear; that1f, in the exercise of this right,
either from involuntary error, or in spite of
every precaution, loss or injury should be main-
tained, a prompt reparation would be afforded.
But that 1t should ertertain for a single instant
the notion of sbandoning the right itself, would
be quite impessible !

““ That these observitions had been rendered
necessary by the message to Congress. - That
the President is undoubtedly atliberty to address
that assembly in any terms which he may thisk
proper, but if the Queen’s servants should not
deem it expedient to advise Her Majesty also
toadvert to these topics in her speech from the
throne, they they desired neverthelessto hold
themselves parfectly free when questioned in
Parliament, to give all such explanations as
they might feel to be consistent with their duty,
and necessary for the elucidation of the truth.

“The paper havisg been read and its contents
understood, Mr Fox was told 1n reply that the
subject would be taken into consideration, and
that a despatch relative toit would be sent, at
an early day to the American Minister in Lon-
eon, who would have instructions te read it to
Her Majesty’s principal secretary of state for
Foreign Affajrs.”

DANIEL WEBSTER.

The nominations of Mr Wige as minister to
Franee, and Mr Cushing as’ secretary of the
Treasury, were both confirmed after midnight
in the session of Thursday.

DesTRUCTIVE FIRE AT CINCINNATI—SEVE
AL Lives rost.—On Saturday afternoon, 25:h
Feb., about 5 o’cleck, a fice broke out in the
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inthe cane and timber, as there was no porsl_ﬂe
way of reaching them, their cries often beisf
heard above the noise of the elements. Six
families of Indians, fourteen miles this side of
Jonesborongh, are reported lost, and ColoBé
Milam, of Kentucky, with a lady, his niec®
and Mr. McKinney, perished. It is thought
that over a hunered lives have been Jost betwee”
Fulton and Jonesborovgh—how many 88 J¢
we eannot say with certeinty. Owingto! g
great number of settlers on the bmtcm.(’fRc
River, the loss of property and human life Mt
be immensce. At the last acconnts the TI¥
was still'ricing
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Tolonial News.

West-Indiesg.

TERRIBLE EARTHQUAKES.
From the St. John Mirr¢f

Terrible Earthquake!—The brig Argyles Cﬂlfoi
Brown, arrived here yesterday frem St 1
mas, reports that that Tsland was visited bY :w
earthquake on the 8th of Febrvary, causing '/
grestest consternation among the inhabitan”'%
Providentiallv it did no great damage & 5“
Thomas, but in several of the other West Tnét®
Tslands the damage is said to have bees*
mense.

A recent arrival at Philadelphia cormbcrﬂf;;
this statement, as will be seen by the follo®)
extract of a Jetter, which we take from &
paper: il

We have been favored by a Comm"rmy
friend with the fallowirg extract of @ LE! 9
dated St. Johns, Porto Rico, Feb. 10:h, e

“We had a severe earthquake here - 0% Gy
8th instant, at 20 minutes past 10, A: l}‘-’d 10
learn from the steam packet that amrive 1
day from Windward Islands, that it W88 .
gevere in St. Vincents, St.. Barts, A":“guud
Nevis, Montserratt, St. Kitts, St. MartiF ;erﬁ
St Thomas’s. It has done no damage
but alarmed the people very much.”

By the western mail last evenings “'et;:y
ceived United States’ papers containing f0F the
particulars of the terrible earthquake 12 ore
West "ndies, which were brought to '73‘1""; ¢
on the 2nd instant, by the brig Franci8 “f
from St. Johns, Porto Rico. Ime”iﬂ“n?‘e‘he
the destructive eflects of the earlhquak?’ o
various Islands, is given in the followis& (he
tracts of letters received by the owners ol
Francis Jane :— (3

St. Jouns, P. R , Feb. 14, 18705

We had a severe shock of an earthquak ¢
the Sth inst. but it was rot so severe asthe gy
last year, though it Jasted & longer time: . 4o
Thomns it was very severe, and it i3 E3%q4
have lasted over two mirutes. All P""Sonswﬂ
from theirhouses, but most fortunately 59 o8¢
was hurt, and no material damage Wa% from
thera. Av arrived at St Thoma8 4y
Axtigua reports that all the heyses were : er?
down in that Island, and the win'hﬂ‘”s, they
either down or 8o much injured W% Copy
cannot be worked. In Nevis, als0, ¢ o

ing (except the Bath House) is d“w]n)'up.
he steamer passing Martinique, G“"““‘ered
ontserrat, saw ‘those Islands €O

with a dense cloud of dust. aed from

No accounts have yet been rr?CClV",l hes!

f
0
of great destruction of property and 105:

life in all the Winward Islands. We © git?
vouch for the truth of the above, but ¥® oS
es we receive. it from a creditable sourc®
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St Jomxss, P. R., Feb. 19 the
We yesterday received advices “mﬁq“
Windward. The effects of the eart
of the 8th inst. have been awful ind*’.‘)d'
town of Point Petre, Gaudaloupe, 18 el’ 1
des'royed; and ten thousand persons aré : b
to have been killed. The loss of pl’(‘per
been imwense.
All the mills and sugar works are he 1o/
injured, and the greater part of ¢ badaf"
be lost,. Nevis, Montserrate, By put
s all eaid to have suffered mucts
it is not known here yet:
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