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Imperial Parliament.
HOUSE OF LORDS, March 27.
OCCUPATION OF OTAKEITE.

The Marquis of Lansdowae wished to put a
‘question on a subject whichhad been the cause
of great anxiety—he must say, of very natural
‘anxietv—to a most numerous and respectable
¢lass of persons in this country: he meant those

ersons who wera counected with that group of

slands in the Pacifie, the principal of which
was Otaheite, and which island recently, under
a treaty, had been eccupied, and authority ex-
ercised there by the French. For many years
past, 2 very great improvement in the eiviliza-
tion and religious instruction of the inhabitants
of these islands, amounting, he believed, to a
population of 150,000, had been occasioned by
persons, who, from benevolent and religious
motives, had taken up their residences there,
and who, having ‘acqdired a considerible in-
fluence over the natives—that inflaence had
now exteaded so fir as'to have induced the in-
habitants entirely 'to change their habits of life
—to introduce education, te found schools,
which were now numerous there, and in evéry
other respect greatly to benefit the condition of
these inhabitants. 'He was not one of those
who viewed withjjealousy,with any unnecessary
jealousy at least, any attempt on the part of the
French Government to extend its system of co-
lonization. The question, therefore, whichhe
wished to put tohis noble friend was, whether
he had received any explanations and assurances
which would satisfy him that Enaglish subjeets
already settled there, or having occasion here-
after to settle in those regions, would obtain
from the French authority to be exercised there,
that degree of protection which was justly their
due, and that they would not be suhjected to
any unjust treatment, or, abeve all things, to
-expulsion from those islands? (hear, hear).

The Earl of Aberdeensaid that her M:jesty’s
Goverament had certainly received intelligence
‘of the events to which the noble marquis had
just referred, but he was notsufficiently inform-
ed of the precise grounds upon which the French
Government had acted, or of complaints made
against the authorities in those islands which had
led to the conventiony to be able to give any
explanation upon ‘the subject. He entirely
agceed with the noble marquis, in not being one
-of those who looked with apprehension to the,
establishment of the French in those seas Lhear,
hear). He did not apprehend that our commer-
cial or political interests would be affucted by it.
On the contrary, he thought hs could perceive
reasons which indaced him to view that esta
blishment with satisfaction, and from it to anti-
cipate advantageous results. * He was ready to
admit te the noble marquis, that those who had
been the meane of civilizing and converting the

" natives of those islands, from idolatry to Chris-
tianity, ought to receive the utmost attention
at the hands of Her Majesty’s Goverament ; and
a3 soon as he was informed of the oceupation
(occupation it was not, for the French had not
occupied the island, for, as he underatood the
convention was for a protectorship to be exer-
cised by the French King, without theisland
being occupied by a ‘French force)—us soon as
he was informed of the-facts, he 'lost no time in
making representations .to Paris on the subjeet,
and he was happy to say those representations
were met with the ‘most unqualified assurance,
that every degree of protection and encourage-
ment would be afforded te the British missiona-
riesresiding in those islands (hear, hear).

HOUSE OF 'COMMONS, March 27.

EXTRAVAGANT SALARIES OF AMBASIADORS.

On the vote for £110,000 for defraying the
charges under civil contingencies being propo-
sed, Mr. Williams said, on looking over the
items of this vote there appeared to him to be
wany charges which ought notto.appear, or be
paid for out of the public money. He particu-
larly called their attention .0 the immense
amouat of the cost of the foreizn -ambassadors,
‘When he ‘compared what they cost this coun-
try, and the amount paid by the Uaited States
of America, the contrast was most - striking.
The cost of our Foreign Minister, their salaries
and their pensions, amotated to £2 05,900 this
year, and the whole number of persons employ-
ad in our foreign embassies was only twenty
8ix.  The United States of America employ
twenty two in their foreign’ embassies, snd the
w}mle cost was only -£23,000 a year. The
diff:rence was perfectly absurd and monstrous.
Yyery one admitted that the embassies of the
Uaited States were conducted as we!
nation in the world. The cost'this year of the
C‘harge (}’Aii‘aires to Wirtemberg was -£3,237
'In-e. cost of our Minister to Saxony was £3,-
302 this year, ard that of the Minister to Tusca-
ny was £3,265. The ministers from this coun-
try to t‘hese petly states cost very nearly twice
as much as the ministers of the United States
to this couatry, France, Russia, Pry ssia, and
Constantinople. No one could shew that it was
necessary to have a minister at these petty
states at all. Ifa winister were reguired, the
Consul would be quite sufficient. There was
anotheritem which he cbjected to in this vote,
namely, the charge incarred by the Earl of
Wilton, in going to the eourt of Saxony to pre-
sent the king of that country with the O
the Garter. The amount of ch

¥£1,117. Wasitnotareflaction upon the nobil-
#ity of this couatry, that not one gould-be fopad

3 .
aer of

' considerable difficulty, the weight of the metal

caargs was { count

to convey from her Msjesty a mark of honor to
a foreign King, without being a charge upon
the country ? It was a disgrace to the nobility.
The charge'to Amsterdam was €53, whilst the
ordinary passage money wasonly 2/ for each
person. There had beern upwards: of 15,6000
expended in the embassy to Constantinopie,and
again for deiraying the expenses of Sir Charles
Bagot’s passage to Canada, a sum of 1,6917. was
charged. The first item under this charge was
911 for the conveyance of his luggage, snd
asum of 500l. was further paid for a steam
vessel to meet him when he reached Canada.
If there had been the least attention paid to the
public expenditure, such items as those would
never be allowed to appear in the papers of
that homse. The hon. member objected to
several otheritems, amongst the rest, to- a sum
of 5001 for altering the arms of the Prince of
Wales, who, having large revenues ef his own
as Duke of Cornwall, should have paid for the
altering of kis arms. -He should move the re-
duction of the vote now before the house by the
amount of the items-he had enumerated.

CHARTIST’S ADDR.ESS.
Brother Chartists—The great political truths
which have beea agitated during the last half
century have at length aroused the degraded
and insulted white slaves of England to a sense
of duty to themselves, their children, and their
country. Tens of thousands have *flung down
their implements of labour. Your taskmasters
tremble at your energy, and expecting masses
eagerly watch this the great crisis of our cause.
Laboar must no longer be the ‘common prey of
masters and ralers.** Nature, God, and reason
have condemned thisinequality, and inthe thun-
der of a péople’s voice it must perisa forever.**
The Charter would remove by universal will,
expressed in universal suffrage, the heavy load
of taxes which now erush the existence of the
laborer, and eripple the" efforts of cormerce ;
that it would give cheap government as well as
cheap food, high wages as well as low taxes,
bring ‘happiness to the hearth stone, plenty to
the table, protection tc the old, education to the
young, permsnent prosperity to the country,
long continued protective political - power to
labour, and peace, blessed peace, to exhausted
hum=uity, ard approving nations; therefore it
i3 that we have solemnly sworn, and one and all
declared, that the golden opporturity now with-
in our grasp shall not pass away fruitless, that
the ehance of centuries afforded to us by a wise
and all-seeing God shall not be lost ; but that we
now do universally resolve never to resume
labour until labour’s grievances are destroyed,
and protection secured for ourselves, our suffer-
ing wives, and helpless childres, by the enact-
meznt of the Peop'e’s Charter - Englishmen!
the blood of your brothers reddeas the streets
of Preston and Blackburn, and the murderers
thirst for more. "Be " firm, be courageous, be
men. ** * We have made the cast for liberty,
and we must stand, like men, the hazard of the
die. Tet none despuir. Let a!l be cool and
watchful, and like the bridemsaids in the para-
ble, keep your lamps burning ; and let coatuued
esolution be like a beacon to guide these who
are now hastening far and wide to follow your
memorable example. Bretkren, we rely noon
your firmness; cowardice, treachery, or wo-
manly.fear would cast .our cause back for half a
century. Letno man, womaa, or child break
down the solemn plédge ; wad if they do, may
the curse-of the poor and starving pursue them
—they deserve elavery who would madly court
it.

ARRIVAL OF MORE OF THE CHINESE RAN-
soM —Her Majesty’s ship Blonde, Captain Sir
T. Bouchier, has arrived from China, having
on board Sycee silver to the amount of 3,000,-
000 of dollars. The Blonde is the third ship
that has brought to this couatry a freight of
this deserpition. Mr. J. W. Cooper, of her
Majesty's Treasury, who  has received the
whole of the Treasure brought over by her
Majesty’s ship Modeste asid Columbine, ‘on the
two previous occasions, was directed by their
Lordships to proceed to Portsmouth to  receive
the amount now broughtby the Blonde. The
gilver was packed in 523 cases, some of “them
containing 20,000 dollars each,and weighing
each half-a-ton. The unloading wasa task of

and the motion of the ship having- so geverely' |
tried the strength of the pakages, that a large
number. of them required: repair. This was
so succesfully accomplished, that not the
est loss took place during the transfer.. Op Wed-
nesday morning one half of the whole smonat
left Portsmouth at eight o’cleck, by the South-
ampton Railway. It arrived -at the* Vauxhall
terminus shortly after one e’clock. Oa its
arrival it was'wransferred to waggons, which
started udder the escort of a party of “the 75th
Regiment, forthe Royal Miat, where it was
safely lodged. Her Mujesty’s ship Herald,
haviny on“board silver to the amount of pearly
two Million dollars more, isdaily expeeted at
Portsmouth from China, and® when 1his sum
is received, it will complete the first jnstalment
of the ransom, payzble “under the late treaty
with the Emperer )
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such evils! The greatest earthquake ever
known in this country occurred in 1318; and
in April, 1550, another caused great damage in
various directions. It lasted only one minute ;
bu! the shock wasso severe that many churches
and houses were much shettered, and many
lives “were lost.  According to the -quaint
phraseologg of Stowe—¢ The great clocke belle
ia the Palace of Westminster sircke of itself
against the hammer with shaking, as divers
clockes and belles in the city and elsewhere
did the like.” This earthquake extended into
many parts of England ; and in Kent there
were three distinot shocks that caused smuch
damage. In 1583 one occurred in the county
of Dorset, that ‘removed a considerable piece of
ground.’ Earthquakes were felt at London
and eeveral other places in Britain in Marck},
1748, and in 1750, and gave rise to the publi-
eation by Dr_ Stukely, in which he attributed
the pheromena, not to vapours or fermenta-
tions generated in the bowels of the earth, but
to electricity. On oxe of these oceesions it is
stated that ‘a s was observed to roll from
the Thames to Temple Bar, just as the electri-
cal snap precedes the shock.” In 1750, ‘the
same counties now visited, soffered from an
earthquake that cansed much damage in Liver-
pooly Chester, Manchester,&c. ; and in the be-
g of 1761 gr alarm was  excited
throughout the metropolis and its neighborhood
by two shocks, on February 8, and March 8
I 1786, earthquakes occurred in different parts
of the north of Eogland: -In Westmoreland in
1790 ; “in the couaties of ‘Bedford, Leicester,
Lincoln, Nottingham, &c., in March, 1792 ; at
Shaftesbury and Salisbury in September, 1703,
&c. The above are but a few of the earth-
quakes that are recorded 'to have-visited-Eog-
land

Beyond the limits of these volcanic ragions,
all countries are subjectto slight tremors.at
distant intervals of time. Slight shocks have
frequently been felt in the Brutish Isles,. in
France, Germany, and other paris of northern
Europe ; but these countries caunot be con-
sidered as censtituting parts of either the south-
ern - European, or of the Icelandic volcanic
regions. In many‘instances these tremors ap-
pear to be mere vibrations, produced mechani-
cally, through the external crust ef the glebe,
and originating in some great convulsion inan
adjoining volcanic. ‘Such were the agitations
experienced in these islands and over a consi-
derable portion of Euarope during the great
Lisbon earthquake. In other instances, how-
ever, these agitations appear to ‘be independent
of any such great convalsions.

he Politician.

The British Press.
Newecastle Northern Advertiser, March 30
THE mostimportant subject discussed in Par-

lrament last week was perhaps the Boundary
Question, or rather the Ashburton Treaty Ques-
tion, which occurred on Tuesday. This was a
subject long reserved by Lord Palmerston for
discussion—long threatened by him as a grand
anti-ministerial measure when occasion stould
serve, and finally brought forward at the ear
liest period after his narrow escape from full
detection at the Afighan crisis, which the state
of his lordship’s nerves permitted—and we
must say he acquitted himself to a wonder.
Lord Palmerstsn made a gpeech of three hours,
which he occupied by going into the minute
details of ‘the question —details which his Jute
al position and s present anxiety to
strike en cfi>ctual blow at the ministry, which
had a mouth before shielded him from ruin
endbled him ‘entirely to command. This
speech was extremely able as a parliamentary
speech, but was characterized throughout by ire
nnfairne 1t began unfairly, asitwas' founded
on a motion by the ex-fireign Secretary, for a
production ef ull the papers and correspond-
enee between Lord Ashburton aud Mr, Web.
ster—a motisn which, as'Sir Robert Pee] ab-
served, no man knew better than Lord Palmer.
ston, could not be granted, and' which the for-
mer- eharacterized as' being far from straj
forward: "The speech in question was studious-
ly evasive of all the weak poiats in the : pelicy
of the orator himself, and adroitly dwelt upon
the real sacrifice which has unquesti onably been
made of our rightful claims by the diplomatie
unfitness of Lord Ashburton. -Sir Rebert and
others, but more effectually, we thivk, Sir How.
ard D as, the late Governor of New Brun-
swick, elearly showed that the uniform went of
principie exhihited by Lord Palmerston duriny
the last ten years in his transectious .with
America, which alone incited the Americans
to play the'successful game they did, was the
cause of all the complications, and the cau ¢
of the final treaty which they declared was th oh
unavoidable. 1In this latter view ofthe {m-l
treaty being unavoidable, we are very far frur:|
concurring, consideringas we do, that Lord
As.u:v_.'nmn.\vns compleétely over.res ed—he
was first Jaid on "his*back by ‘the uaprin ipled
acts of Lord Palmerston durine his whole  ad-
ministratien, and then gyf
robbed by the equilly uny

@

ad-
ed himsell’ to be
principled Americans,

‘The Colonial. Press.

i
ohn New Brunswicker, -April 27.
REDUCTION OF THE CIVIL LiST.

An:t.:rr matter of greatimportance, 2lso neg.
lected until it could no longer be deferred, wa
he address fora reduction of the Givil List,
This address was also carried up to His Excel.

Ie t the last hour to be forw arded. After
st the surre 1vde'r cf the Casual and Tt"rr“-
torial Revenues for a permanent Civil List of
14,5001 per annum, it zets forth that at the
ime the arrangement was effected, this Pio.

vinee exercised jurisdiction over the whele of
what was then called the Disputed Territory:
That by the Treaty of Washington a conven*
tional boundary has heen esteblished, whick
relinquiches a great part, and by far the most
valuable portion of the territory; and although
the inbabitants of New Brunswicker feel deep
regret at such cession, they did not complaif
of an arrungement which the general interests
of the Bmpire seemed to require. The Assem*
bly humbly submit however, that as wo Jarged
portion of ithe Casuval and Territorial Revenli®
have been cut off) thet it would be proper 80
Just to reduce the amcunt agreed to be pal
aanually for the support of the Civil Govera*
ment of the Proviuce ; and the Assembly 8li0
state it as their opinion, thata salary of

per annum is an adequate maximum ealary fof
the principe] subordinate ministerial officers ©
the Government. Urging 2lso the necessity a0
importance in a new country of exercieiof
¢cinciples of econemy, not inconsistent Wit A
due regard to the puablic service, the Aas:mbll
submit & scale of duties which they.concel¥®
will liberally provide for the various officer
and services charged on the Civil List;, &%
they pray, thaton a review of &ll the eireui®
stances of the case, Her Masjesty will be plea?
to reduce the amount now paid for the Civl
List to 12,5001, which they conceive willmer®
than adequately provide for the efficient admi®
istration of the Goverunient.

The fcllowing is the propozed scale of salte
tieg, ifclusive of all fees, in New BrunsW
curreney:

The Lientenant Governor
Private Secretery
Chief Justice, besides travelling expenses 000

allowed by Jaw ; 1
Three Puisne Judges, besides travelling 2700

expenses, 900! each ’
Provinciel Secretary, including Regietra®

and clerk of the Crown in Chancerys
For Clerks and contingencies of the ‘Se- 500

3,600
5%

cretary’s Office, not exceeding 500
The Attorney General 200
The Solicitor General 600
The Surveyor General 500

The Auditor General and*Clerk ¥

The Receiver General (to be discontin® . 59
ed on a vacancy) 1,11

Donation to King’s College B

£ L1,7N

Leaving a surplus, subject to rules
adopted with regard to the surplus @t =~ ga9

presest accruing, of e
£1350

: Jarict
It cannot be denied, that the above ‘;Be P

are liberal, and are really more lhmdvoc‘

vince can at present bear. We are 8 onomy
of economy. but not for that pmful X ce?
which would deprive an efficient p¥ 'cw- out
of {air remuneratios for his serviCess = gge-
which no goverument can ever be wel coucu'oﬂ
ted. We had hoped that a greater re m;d
would have been asked for—because “:d hed
the above sums ought to be ll‘dl-w'd"lc a0d
the dra't of this address been PrePArcl . of
publiched early inthe Session, the SenUIL g

0!
3 € .
the people would have been € Xpre“betn g

| subject, and some points would have lheau.‘r

gested, which seems to have escepe hich

tion of that fragmant of the A?‘-“'mb {;:lﬂ"
remain to trapsac: all great.public m_al!l) ere 200
a large portion of the idlers, *the JO i after
the grabbers” had fled to 1l|;~1r hom
1aving gained the r several ends. e

I In our :»\“:‘:J we shall nouce th,Ad(‘]rz’Couﬂ'
tive te the composition of the I-"ll‘*“"“valhlu'
cil, with some other impoertant matters, qner ®
dled togetherat the cloee, after the k!
the giorious Ass

.
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