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Maddened by th ions, Tgnacio star-
ted to his feet, and was about to rush into the
gtorm, and fly, he knew not whither, from Lis
own thovghts, when he suc re
of the presence of 5
him. The preject
gought a shelter, ext
the fire. Inone corner ar
threw a deep ¢h h Ignacie now
stood, and was thus enabled, without beingeeen
himself, to observe a new comer, who geaied
himeelf on ablock of stone cloge to ire. As
he did o, the flame, which had been deadened
by the rain, again burned up brightly, and
threw a strong light on the features of the
stranger. They w those of El Sangrador.
With etealthy pace, and trembling at every
step, lest his prey should take
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r which ke had
long one side of

of the rock
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elarm, and
even yet eacape him, Ignac

io stole towards his
mortel foe. Tha noize «

the !« that still
raged furiously, enabled him to get within five
pices of him without b He then
haited, and silently cocking his pistol, remained
for eome time motionless as a statue. Now
that his revenge was within his graep, he h
tated to take it, not from any releating we
ness, but because the speedy deathit wa ln‘h
power 1o give, appeared an inadequate pup
ment—a peltry vengeance. Had he ssen
enemy torn by wild hor or broken on the
wheel, his burning th for revenge would

hardly have béenslaked ; and an easy, painless

Y
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death by knife or bullet, he looked upon as a
boon rather than puni e end was put
to his hesitation by the Carlist himself, who

either tormented by an evil conscience, or o
L *n wa i 1ecience, or op

pressed by one of those unaccouuntable and
mysterious presentiments that sometimes warr
us of impending 'hngr r, became reetless, cast
uneasy glances about him, and at '4

round, found himeelf face to face
Almost before ke recegnized him,

a haud was

on his collar, and the mu of a pistol cram
med into his ea The cl: of the leck was
heard, but no discharge ensued. The rain had
damped the powder. Before Ignscio coxld
draw his other pistol, the Carli
fiercely, and a terrible struggle comm
“ ¢ lipped upon the wet rock
pTe each cther's thr ’
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for the contest ; but as they roll L
mouldering embers, clouds of
their clothes and hair were barned

faces scorched by the heat. The C t was
unarmed, save with a clasp knife, which being
in his pocket, was useless to him; for had
ventured loremove one hand from the

even foramoment, he would have give s
antsgonist a fatal advantage. At lengtl
contest geemed about to terminate in fave
Ignacio. He got his enemy unc and
upoa his breast, while witha ¢ red, half
burned branch which he found at hand 8

dealt furious blows upon his head. Half blind
ed by the smoke and heat, and by hie own blood
Carlist felt the sicknes « ath coming over
. By a last effort he elipped one hand,
which was now at liberty, into his pocket, and
immediately withdrawing it, raised it to his
mouth. His teeth grated upon the blade of the
knife s he opened it, and the next ant Igna-
cio, with a long deep eob, rolled over among
the ashes. The Carlist rose painfully and with
iculty into a sitting posture, and with agrim
ed upon his enemy, whose eyes were
and features settling into the rigidity
¢ But the congueror’s triumph was
short lived. A deep bark was heard, and a
moment afterwards a wolf dog, drenched with
mud and rain, leaped into the middle of the em-
bers. Plac black muzzle on Ignacio’s
face, he gave along deep howl, which was sue-
ceeded by a growl like that of a lion, as he
prang upon the Carlist.
" The morning after the storm, when the char-
coal-burners returned to their fires they found
two dead bodies amidst the ashes. One ofthem
had & stab in his breast, which had caused his
The other was disfigured, and bore
ma In
that wild district, the skirmiehing-groond of
smugglers and deuaniers the mountaineers think
1 of such occurrences. A hole was dug, the
bodies thrown into it; and a cross, rudely cut
upon the rock, alone marks the epot where the

death. -
of the fangs of some savage animal.

little

midnight conflict took place.
SPRING
Tue Spring had come with gentle showers,
{ herbs, and plants, and trees and flowers,
y into life as south winds blew,

f ing pulps, and dew
gten'd their lips, whilst one by one
jeir buds to the morning sun,
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They opened
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[nhaling with pleasare the genial glow
Of biz golden beams; for they seem’d to know
That their beautiful bloom from his light must

flaw.
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hear them grow as yousaw them
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The humblest flower with its crimson streak
gk s Rt g velvet cheek,
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the summer’s joy,

wghir g bny

d laughs, an
brighteye spri
I sunshine and rain,
Jusic o’er mountainand plain ;
2, led in greenwood and bow-

the music she drew from the flow-

g them and swung them on bending
trees,
the insects and food {er the bees;

tals were nourish’d with sunlight and
dew

tly folded them up for the ni

Foud watch o’er their pillows untiring she kept,
And kiswes gave all till they slumbered and
slept.

AUTUMN.
Jut Summer was robb’d of her garments so
green
When sunny-brow’d Autumn arose on the
scene ;

Ripe was his ruddy face, firm was his tread,
His mantle was purple, and yellow, and red,
And brown; and the locks on his lofty brow
In richness ard beauty were seen to grow
Like the yellowing ears of the ripening corn
Wav’d by the breath of the joyous morn.
Those locksin their g! fair to see

A sca.

le stretched out his arms end shook his head,
Till the luscious fruits of the yeas were spread.

WINTER.

The spirit of Winter arose on the ai
With shivering limbs all naked 2
Born in the depths of an Iceland cave,
Cradled and nursed on a stormy wave,
He slumber'd a season, and then came forth;
His steeds were the bitterest winds of the norih;
A frozen clond was his whirling ¢

Darkness and Fear were his heralds of war ;
His 1cicle-teeth did rattle and shake
Like 2 hurtling stone on a frozen lake,

ring b

i ones of a jib
)y the merciless storm;

ms he wav’d in the breeze,

verdure the plants and the
1 s
Wherever he snorted, his withering breath

el } 1ws crumbled in death !
! delicale beings crumbied in death !
FRAN( BENNOCH,

THE

CROSSING URAL
A NIGHT ATTACK BY WOLVES.

* « » (g reaching the oot of the Ural moun-
ta cold had o much ineressed that it
} to substitute a eledge for
our v 3 iserable village,
b , in order to effect
this e n 2 wretched hur,
\\‘ } be ting h and g
{ inn in the plac Eight or nine men,
car fe, were crowded round a large
fire, | the centre of the room, and the

ske of which found a vent through a hole in
h They paid no attention to our en-
trance : but when I had taken oft my cloak, my
gniform at ence obtained for us the best place !

landlord of this wretched
viries about gupper with a
nt, and offered me a huge
bread as the whole contents

K
t. Ivan, however, presently ap-
gm ed to forage out a couple
¢ fow which. in an inconceivably short space
of fowls, which, ina

., were placked, and one of them sim-
inan iron pot over the fire, while the
hung suspended by a string 1n front of the

Supper over, we wrd(v;)ml ourselves in
our furs, and lay down upon the floor, beds in
euch a place being of course out of the ques-

other

(ion.

Before daybreak, I awoke, and found Ivan
and the carriersalready afoot, and in coneulta-
tion as to the practicability of continuing our
journey. The question wasat last decided in
favour of the march; the waggoners hastened
to harness their horses, end I went to inspect
our carriage, which the village blackemith had
taken off its wheels and n).nll:nlv'(i upon a sledge.
[van meantime was foragiog for provisions, and
ghortly returned with a ham, some tolerable
bread, and half @ dozen bottles of a sort of red-
dish brandy, made, I believe, out of the bark of
the birchtree, s

At length all was ready, and off we set, our
gledge going first, followed by the carriers’ wag-
goné- Our new companions, mcm‘dmg 0 a
custom existing among them, had chosen one
of their number 2s a chief, whose experience
and jadgment were to direct the movements of
the party, and whoge orders were to be obeyed
in all things. Theit choice had fallen on a man
named George, whose age I should have gues-
sed to be fifty, but who, | learned with astonlsh-
ment, wasupwards of seventy years old. He
was & powerful and muscular man, with black

jercing eyes, uvv-l’ivung bv lhu-k l*h‘l('l.{_\’ pyr-
brows, which, as well as Lis loog beard, were
of an iron grey. His dress consisted of a wool-
len shirt and trousers, a fur cap, and a sheepekin
with the weol turned inside. To the lesthern
pelt round his waist were suspended two or
three horee shoes, a metal fork and spoon, a
long-bladed knife, a emall hatchet, and a sort
;q' wallet, in which he carried pipe, tobaceo,
flint, steel, naila, money, and a variety of other
things useful or necessary in his mlmle of l'lfc.
The garb and equipment of the other carriers
were, with some small differences, the same.

The first day’s journey passed without inci-
dent. Our march was slow and even danger-
ous, ell trace of the road being obliterated, and

we were obliged to feel our way, es it were, by

ing men forward with long pikes
epth of snow bsfore us. At night fell,
however, we found ourselves in safety on a sort
of platform surmounted by a few pine trees,
Here we established our bivouae. Branches
were cut, and a sort of hut built ; and, with the
aid ot enormous fires, the night' passed in much
greater comfort than might have been expected
on a mountain side, and with snow many feet
deep around us.

At daybreak we were again in movement.
Our difficulties increased as we ascended the
mountain: the snow lay in prodigious masses,
and more than once we were delayed by having
to rescue one or other of our advanced guard
from some hole or ravine into which he had
fallen. No serious accident, however, oceur-
red, and we had at length the eatisfaction of
finding ourselves descending. We had passed
the highest point of the road.

We had been going downhill for some three
hours, the way zig-zaging among rocks and
precipices, when suddenly we were startled by
a loud cracking, followed by & noise that resem-
bled & clap of thunder repeated by many echoes.
At the same moment a sort of whirlwind swept
by us, and the air was darkened by a cloud of
snow-dust. “An avalanche!” cried George,
stopping his waggon. Every body halted. In
another instant the noise ceased, the air became
clear, and the avalanche centinued its down-
ward course, breaking as it paesed, a couple of
gigantic pines that grew upon a rock, some five
bundred feet below us. The carriers gave o
huria of joy at their escape, nor was it without
reason. Had we been only half a verst further
on the road, our journey had been at an end.

The avalanche had not passed, however,
without doing us some harm, for, on reaching
the part of the road over which it had swept,
we found it blocked up by a wall of snow thirty
feet thick and of great height. There were
geveral hour’s work for all of us to clear it
away ; but unfortunately it was already night-
fall, and we were obliged to make up our minds
to remain where we were till morning,

No wood was tobe had either either for hut
or fire. The want of the latter was most un-
fortunate ; for independently of the cold render-
ing it very necessary, it was our chief protec-
tion against the wolves. Doing the best we
could ueder such unfavorable circumstances,
we drew up the carts in the form ofa half eir-
cle, of which the two extremities rested against
the wall of snow in eur rear, and within the
sort of fortification thus formed we placed the
horses and our gledge. Our arrengements were
scarcely completed when it became perfectly
dark.

In the absence of fire Louige’s supper and
mine consisted of dry bread. The carriers,
however, made a heerty meal on the flesh of a
bear which they had killed that morning, and
wh ch they eeemed to consider as good raw as
cooked.

I was regretting the want of any description
of light in ctse of an attack from the welves,
when Louise suddenly regretted that Ivan had
put the lanterns belonging to the travelling car-
riage into our felegue when we changed horses.
On gearching Ifound them under the seat, cach
furnished with a thick wax taper.

This was, indeed a treasure. We conld not
hope to scare away the wolves by the light of
our two eandleg; but it would enuble us to see
them coming, and to give them a proper recep-
tion. We tied the Janterns to the top of two
poles fized firmly in the snow, and saw with
pleasure that they cast their clear pale light
nearly fifty yards around our encampment.

Ve were ten men in ell.  T'wo stood sentry
on the carts, while the remainder get to work
to pierce through the obstacle left by the ava-
The snow had already became elight-
ly frozen, so that they were able to cut a pas-
sage through it. 1 joined the working party,
as being a warmer occupation than stending
sentry. For three or four hours we toiled in-
cessantly, and the birch-tree brandy, with
which I had provided myself, and which we
had carefully economized, was now found most
useful in giving strength aad courage to the
labourers.

It was about eleven o’clock at night when a
long how!| was heard, which soutded so cloge
and startling, that with one accord we suspend-
ed our work. At the same moment,old George,
who was on sentry called tous. We ran to the
waggons and jumped upon them A dozen en-
ormous wolves were prowling about the outside
edge of the brightcirele thrown by our lanterns.
Fear of the light kept them ofl'; but each mo-
ment they were growing bolder, and it was easy
to see that they would not be long without at-
tacking us :

[ looked to the priming of my carbine and
pistols. Ivan was similarly armed; but the
carriers had only their pikes, hatchets and
knives. With these weapons, however, they
boldly awaited the attack.

Half an hour pessed in this state of suspense,
the wolves occasionally advancing a pace cr
two into the circle of light, but always retreating
agzin. At length one of them approached so
near that [ asked George if it wonld not be ad-
visable 1o reward his temerity with a bullet.

“ Yes,” was the auswer, “ if you are certain
of hitting him.”

“ Why must I be certain 1

“ Beeause if you kill him his companions will
amuse themselves with eating him ; to be sure,”
added he to himself, * if once they taste bloed
they will he mad for more

“ The mark i8so good,” eaid T, *“1 can hard-
ly mies him.”

*“Fire, then, in Go¥a name ! returned
George ; ““all this must have an end one way
or the other.”

Before the words were out of his mouth [
fired, and the wolf writhed in agony on the
snow. Inaninstant half a dozen wolves dashed
forward, and, seizing their comrade, carried
him of into the darkness.

1 }
iancne.




