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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE

RISTIGOUCHE AGRICULTU-
RAL SOCIETY,
1843.
ROBERT FERGUSON, ESQ., PRESI-
DENT, IN THE CHAIR.

The Secretary produced a Report
°fl_he proceedings of the past year,
Which he read as follows:—

Your Committee in submitting this
their Report on the termination of
the Third Year of the existence of
the Ristigouche Agricultural Society,
fommence by detailing an account of
‘e‘xr Proceedings in the order in
Wiich they occurred; viz, on the 10th
O January, 1842, at a Meeting of
Your Commuttee, it was ordered;—
I bat a Competition for Grain and
A2y Seeds will take place, on Tues-
W2y the 12th day of April next, in
e Court Hall at the hour of Eleven
0 the Forenoon, under the same re~
8ulations as were observed last

FaThm a Cattle Show be held in the
'm yard of the Secretary, on Tues-
a:Y the 4th day of October next,
» the same Premiums .oncre(}' as
€ given last year; and in addition
“ereto, in order to encourage the
®ping over of Bulls of the cest
uality, ,n1il they arrive at maturity,
fre be offered, for the best three
{::{;ﬂd, fifty shiilings—and f()x: the
our year old seventy shillings.
% lhat a Ploughing Match be held
the following Tuesday, the 1tth
Ctober, uader similar Rules and
v:rgclﬂalious and the like Premiums as
* Observed and given last year.
m;?"" Ihfa Sqrremr)’ do import from
0, six Sheep of the Leicester

::g‘ outh dq‘.‘.‘n Bx;cm!s:vt\n'o I}'uHs
lang 80 Heifers of the West ngh.
. Lattle, to be disposed of aiter
Wﬁ;;hagl‘ivul by public auction; of
alsg ue notice \\'111.1)9 given; and
aful‘lhersupp!y of Grass Seed.

T
Aprill]at on the second Tuesday in
wag | last, the Grain Competition
v, 1eld accordingly, when the fol-
o > . =
Vi 98 Premiums were awarded:
12—
Fi FOR WHEAT.
r's iy . y :
Wo * Prize 1o Sack No. 2, containing
€qug) lUShffls. weighing 133lbs, 1 oz
by -1nh0 bp\bsj 8} oz per bushel, grown |
fr m QF" Cuarrie, of Point Le Immc‘l
tar, ‘léfd imported by tbe Society last |
See :
ing ti.’?"ld Prize to Sack No. 6, weigh-
John \U8. 259z, per bushel, owned by
Thi Ouglas, 153, -
6505, r;_jcl’llm to Sack No, 10, weighing
* ber she s y s
Menlies, mfsu»hd, owaed by J-x:.nvs!
[l‘“, BARLEY. }
Do e {
begs “vlnrh.l, to Sack No. 1, for the
Ni“ﬂl\ _ Towed, weighing 1074 lbs,
‘]Uh ‘0 931lbs 1202 yer bushel. by
e b ees N
- 9, weigh«|
Uy .1, by Robert |
: rek, in the Parish |
o :
\"-'St A 54 the
er ditto, !
l“rnu\hq' h.‘. {)()T?“J' |
5 1,“”‘ Prize 1o Syele N ik
‘.l. Sy 1) 0z -‘ : xM e : ng |
M'Neigh 1-'," A » by Donald
ks
3 Lir.f [)”7 s 1o
(f\t b ick, ‘.‘\‘q- “‘ . i, for the
H 40_‘!“” Dep |l" 13”"? .K‘y 198, loz  equil
Crop i 1 shel, by A. M'N I

Second Prize to Sack No. il weigh-l
ing 591 Ibs. per bushel, by Walter Blair,
15+,

Third Prize to Sack No. 6, for the|
best white, weighing 454 1bs. per bush-|
el, by Donald M’Millan, of Black Lands |
in the Parish of Colcorne, 20s.

Fourth Prize to Sack No. 4, weigh-,
ing 45 lbs. 18} oz. per bushel, dy Don« |
ald M’Nish, 15s.

GRATIFICATIONS.

For a sample of six rowed Barley,
weighing 581bs. 9 oz per pushel, grown
by John Dickie, Parish of Durham, 20s.

For a sample of Siberian Wheat or
beardless Barley, weighing 64 lbs. 84 oz
per bushel, by John Douglas, 20s.

For a sample of Field Peas,
vushels, by James Menzies, 15s.

The attendance at this exhibition was |
highly gratifying, the samples of grain
generally pure, and of an improved
quality; the W heat in particular was
very superior, of which alone there were
thirty bushels, the lightest weighing:
614 Ibs; and it is worthy of remark, that !
the best samples was the produce of the
Society’s impor.ed Wheat of last year,
that weighed but 613 lbs, per bushel;
thus clearly proving the advantage of a
frequent change of seed from a distance;
and the whole Exhibiticn presenting
a cheering assurance of the capabilities
of our soil, the adaption of our climate
to the culture of Grain, notwithstanding
the shortness of our summers and In
ordinary seasong, of a certain reward to
the hasbandman lor his labour when 1n~
dustriously and judiciously applied. It|
was pleasing to witness the Jively interest |
shown by those concerned in the pross
perity of this Society, and the spirit of
emulation manifested by the competitors
whose greatest pride appeared to be not
only in having the heaviest Grair, but
the freest (rom mixture with other grain
or the seeds of noxious weeds.

two

After which, a Meeting of your Com
mittee was convened, when it was re-’
solved that the following Premioms be |
offered for the Growth of the current |
Year; viz,-~

WHEAT. |
For the best Spring, 1.0 0
The second ditto, 015 0]
The thuird ditto, 010 0]

BARLEY. |
For the best two rowed 210 0]
The second ditto, 015 0}
For the best four rowed e
The second ditto, 015 0
For the best six rowed ditto, L. 0tk
The second ditto 015 0
Kor the best Siberian Wheat 0 15 0

OATS.
For the best black, )00
The second ditto, 0150
For the best white, g
I'he seeond ditio, 015 0

GRASS SEEDS.

For the best sample of 'imothy,

(a bushel) 110 0
The second ditio, 015 O
For the best sample of Clover,

(a bushel,) 110 : 0
The second ditto, 015 0
INDIAN CORK.

For the best sample, not less

than two busbels, 31 D0

The second ditto, 015 0
PEAS.
For the best sample, not less

than two bushels 19D 9

‘T'he second ditto, 110 0
BREANS
For the best horse, not less

than two bushels, 1:-0 W
The second ditto, 015 O
For the best genera of

Vegelables, 110 0
The second dito, .00 0
The third dut 010 0O
For the best S! 1toes,

in bushel 3 0 0

| 'The second diftc 010 O
For the best S 1 i 1 0 6]}
The second bast, 0lv 0}
y t Car B

ittn 10 O
A ; R e
e at . \urt

The second ditto. 015 0
CLOTH.

For the best Cloth not less
than 15 yards, g
The second ditto, 4156 0
The third ditto, 010 0

STRAW BUNNETS.
For the best, |
T'he second ditto, 015 0
Thoe third ditto, 010 0
STOCKINGS.

For the best lamb’s woul, not
less than 6 pair, 7 0.30
The second ditto, 0150
The tkird ditto, 010 0O
The Grain samples {o contain each
two bushels, and the whole te be the

growth produce and manufacture of the
County of Ristigouche; the show to take
place at the Annual Exhibition, to be
be!d on the second Tuesday in April
next.

That as soon as it was known that
the Cattle and Seeds ordered on the
10th of January, together with the
Oats and other articles remaining
since the previous _year; and sundry
Implements of Husbandry, had arri-
ved in the Bay, a schooner was diss
patched to bring them from Port
Daviel, the Port of arrival, and were

{ advertised for sale on the 1st of June

last; but the schooner not having re-
turned in time, the sale was postponed
until the 6th of that month, when it
took place at Public Auction. They
did not realize the first cost aud char-
ges, which was owing in a great mea-
sure to the difficulty in procuring a
conveyance direct to this Port from
Britain, and the consequent expence
of transporting them from Port to
Portin search. of such conveyance;
a circumstance unprecedented since
the commencement of the timber trade
in this Port, and altogether unexpec-
ted, arising from causes beyond the
control of your Committee or their
infatiguble correspondent at Ardlo-
chan; still the object of your Com-
mittee has been attained in their im-
portation, and the Funds of the So-
ciety appropriated to their legitimate
purpose; and your Commitiee trust

| that the County will ultimately profit

thereby.

The Cattle Show was he!d on the 4th
of October as ordered, when the follow-
ing Premivms were awarded; viz.—
Forthebest three year old Bually

{o Donald Fruser, £9 10 0
Two year old ditto, {5 John

M’Lean, 110 O
Year old ditlo, to Donald

Fraser, 1) 0
Two year old Heiler, to

James M’Pherson, 1 3480
Year old ditto, to Walter

Blair, 0150
Calf,t0 Donald Fraser, 010 0
Two year ald Ram, to Wal=x

ter Blair, 015 0
Year old ditto, to William

Craig, 010 0

Fair for the dis-
», when the
yrses intended for
i farm yard
a notice
), anid
g wasthe

ind

% [rac

ounty,

present) expressed themselves’7highly
gratified with(the facilities that sach n
method of marketing afforded. Your
Committee recommend their continuance
and that the number to be held annual-
ly, should be encreased.

The Ploughing Match being adver+
tized for the 11th of October, (the
subsequent Tuesday) for the like
Premiums and under the same Rules
and Regulaticns as were observed last
year, when—

The first Prize was awarded
to Andrew Douglas,
The second ditto to William
Douglas, 110 0
both natives of the County. The
Office bearers, Judges, Competitors,
and a number of the Members of the
Society then repaired to the Royal
Hotel, and sat down toa sumptuous
dinner ordered for them, which was
served up in Mr. Hamilton Fleming’s
usual good style.

£210 0

The Treasurer’s Accounts exhibit
a balance of £137 9s. 4d. in favour
of the Society, and the stock of Grain
and seeds on hand arein good con-
dition.  In addition to which, your
Committee recommended the impor-
tation of other varieties of Grain,
in order that the means of changing
them may be placed withio the reach
of all who may wish toavail them-
selves thereof. And here your com-
mittee would call the attention of your
Society to the circumstance of the
Growth of Wheat being confined to
the spring varieties, probably for the
want of seed of the winter kind; your
committee therefore, suggest the
expediency of ordering a small quan-
tity, that trial may be made of its
adaptation to this climate; and in ma-
king that trial, your committee sub-
mit for consideration of the practical
Farmer, the propriety of late sowing,
say in October, as a remedy against
the effects of frost during the winter;
as by too early sowing the Wheat
plant will have time to grow that fall
to a good length, and it invariably bhas
one large root penetrating downwards
into the ground, which may be termed
the ¢ tap root,’ and at this stage strikes
deep; besides a number of small fibres
or roots extending round, near the
surface in search of food; the action
of the frost raises the ground, and ei-
ther pulls up or breaks the tap root,
when the plant must die, This, late
sowing will avoid; and your commit~
tee deem it worth a trial. And they
farther recommend dry land; for
where by its position, or want of drain-
ing, water lodges, there is great dan-
ger that Wheat sown on such lands
will freeze out or winter kill. This
destruction is performed in the spring
months, whep the ground is nearly
bare, and freezes at night after thawing
daring the day.

Your Committee invite the attention
of the Farmers to an indusirious use
of their gpare time in autumn and fall,
in preparing their ground for the re-
ception of seed the following spring.
Fallowing is the mnst eflectual way
of cleaning land; and when it is in-
fested with noxious weeds, X'(.‘}l(’m(_‘{l
ploughings or thorough faliowing are
¢}

only mo:'es that can be denended

upon to {it it for a crop 1 Lils coun-

the operation 18 assisted by the

{iry;




