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then he should be sent to a farmer’s in a district 
of mixed agriculture. When the pupil is in- 
tended to be settled in any particular county, 
heought to be sent to a couaty as nearly us 
ossible of similar soil and climate, where the 
st practices are in use.” 

Prince Edward’s Island: 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, Arrry, 13. 
Pursuant to motion, the House resolved it 

self into a committee of the whole, to take in- 
to consideration the Message of the House of 
Assembly and the Address to her Majesty ac- 
companying the same, on the State of the Colo- 
ny, (this measure originated with the hon. Mr. 
Palmer, in the committee of the Assembly — 
See Supplement to the Royal Gazette, March 
28th. The Honourable Mr. Hensley took the 
Chair. § 
The ATTORNEY GENERAL said, that the 

object of the Resolutions before the Committee 
should have his unqualified support. As a na- 
tive of this Colony, where he had spent the 
best part of his days, and where, in all human 
probablity, he wonld end them, no member of 
the Commiitee felt more sympathy for the dis- 
tressed situation of the Tenantry of the Island 
than he did, and none knew better than himself 
that the Resolutions stated the truth, and noth- 
ing but the trath, in declaring the impossibility 
that existed of the payment, by the tenantry, 
of their rents in specie. He was rejoiced to 
find that the majority of the present House of 
Assembly, had the courage and henesty to dis- 
abuse the minds of the 'enantry on the subject 
of that ignis fatuus * Escheat,” which the lan- 
guage used in these Resolutions would most 
assuredly do—a subject which had been artful- 
ly and wickedly made use of for so many years, 
to serve the selfish ends and views of certain in- 
dividuals, to the ruin of hundreds, otherwise 
well disposed tenants, wha by credulously be- 
lieving these agitators had been induced to 
withhold the payment of their reats, and now 
found themselves overwhelmed by an amouat 
of arrears which they could never liquidate, and 
which it would be in vain for them to struggle 
against, He however hoped, that the Proprie 
tors generally would cordially respond to the 
United opinion of both branches of the Legisla 
ture, conveyed as it could only be conveyed, 
through the m:dium of the Imperial Govern- 
ment, and in language to which the most fasti- 
dios supporter of vested rights amongst them 
could not object to, and grant now, he trusted 
about to be asked of them, on behalf eof the 
distressed tenantry. The resolutions so forci- 
bly and truly represented the inability of the 
tenantry to meet the demands of their landlords, 
that he considered it would only be trespassing 
upon the time of the Committee further to ex- 
patiate on this part of them, but there was in- 
trodued into them, some werds on which as a 
member of that Board,—as an ardent admirer 
of the constitution under which he had the pri- 
vilege to live,—he felt bound to make a few re- 
marks. The Committee would observe that 
the Resolutions stated the arrears due by the 
tenantry had been increased by the costs: of 
Warrants of Attorney taken from them, and by 
the costs of judgements entered up on such 
of Warrants of Attorney. This he did not 
believe to be true, and imagined that the fra. 
mers of the Resolutions had, inadvertently, al- 
lowed this statement to appear, misled by the 
report that such was the fact, and which report 
had been industriously circulated with the view 
of blasting the character cf his homourable and 
learned friend the Solicitor General in this 
community, and on which report the House of 
Assembly had unconstitutionally, he must say, 
appointed a Committee to enquire into the con- 
duct of his hon. friend in his private capacity as 
a land agent. He asserted, without fear of 
contradiction, that in granting this committee 
for such a purpose, the Assembly had widely 
erred in the estimation of its powers. With as 
much right, it might have granted a Committee 
to enquire whether one or more of the Mer- 
chants of Charlottetown had dealt harshly with 
his or their debtors in. the collection ef just 
debts. He felt obliged to reprobate the pro- 
ceedings as unjust, 1llegal and unconstitutional 
in its very inception; was it just that this ez 
parte tribunal should be instituted for such a 
purpose, before which the accused had no op- 
portunity afforded him of being heard? was it 
right that his hon. friend should thus be held up 
tothe world as a person so unjust, so wickedly 
and avariciously grasping, that the Represen- 
tatives of the people deemed the case one so 
flagrant as to warrant them in overstepping 
their powers and in granting this committee of 
enquire into his conduct as a land agent ? Why 
the mere granting the Committee by such a 
body, must undoubtedly have had the effect, at 
the very outset, of stamping an unfavourable 
impression upon the minds of the public against 
him, to say nothing of the risk he afterwards 
ran, of haviag all his words and actions prever- 
td by judges, some of whom, there could be 
no doubt, had previously pre judged him. Thus 
far he had endeavoured to confine his observa- 
tioas to the illegality of the proceedings adopt- 
ed against his hon. friend, but as a gentleman. 
whom he had known intimately from his first 
arrival in this Colony and of whose worth, ho- 
nor aod integrity he had the highest opinion, 
his had never doubted but that his éz parts trial 
would redound to his eridit; the event justified 
the opinion he entertained of him ; the charac- 
ter of his hon. friend shone with increased lus- 
ire aftér undergoing the ordeal to which it had 
been subjected ; most signally had the maliee 
of his enemies been defeated, after huntine up 
witnesses from all corners of the Colony, this 
unconstitutional Committee made no repert on 
the point referred to them, thereby evidencing 
their inability to suitain ene iota of the 
siznderous eharges made against his hon, friend 

though at the same time, by such silence, evin- 
cing a total want of that candour and sense of 
justice which ought more especially to govern 
men filling the high and responsible stations of 
Representatives of the people and which ought 
to have influenced them to declare the truth, 
however repugnant that truth might have bren 
to their secret wishes and feelings. The major- 
ty of the Assembly had however done his hon- 
ourable friend justice in this respect, and illegal 
and unconstitutional es the proceeding in fact 
was, in one sense it weuld serve him; it would 
disabuse the minds of those persons who not 
knowing his hon. friend as he did, may have 
credulously believed any portion of the slanders 
propagated against him, slanders which ha re 
gretted to say had gone the rounds of the pubiic 
press in this Colony. He felt that he had spo- 
ken warmly on this occasion, he trusted not toe 
warmly, for, in his opinion, the course adopted 
by the Assembly was one that called for a strong 
expression of opinion upon it, from all the mem- 
bers of the Committee, and should be honestly 
and firmly reprobated at once, What, he 
should like to know, was to prevent that board 
from constituting a Commitiee of laquity, on 
the private conduct of any member of the As 
sembly, that might in any way make himself 
obnoxious to them ? where was the line to be 
drawn.—He had a high respect for the Asscm 
bly, respected its powers and its privileges, and 
would he thought be one of the last men inthe 
Colony, to wish to see them curtailed, or to 
wish to see it lowered as a Body in the estima- 
tion of the public; but he should have taken 
shame to himself, had he not raised his voice mn 
warning on this occasion. The introduction 
of the assertion in the resolutions, that the ew- 
barrassments of the Tenantry had been increas 
sed by the exaction of warrants of Attorney 
from them, and by the costs of entering up 
judgements thereon, had afforded him the op- 
poriunity of making these remarks; the asser- 
tion however, was in fact unfounded ; he be- 
lieved that his hoa. friend had never exacted 
one farthing from the T'enantry on the estates 
in his charge, for drawing warrants of Atterney 
orbonds. And that not more thaa four or five 
jodgements had been entered up oa those 
taken by him, and of that pumber he believed 
two had been entered up, in his absence from 
the Colony. He entertained no doubi that the 
Assembly would agre to strike oat this part of 
resolutions, for it only tended to weaken a 
good cause, when assertions were made, which 
could not be borne out by proof, and with this 
alteration, he hoped the Committee would un- 
animously agree to them; and report to the 
House in favour of acceeding to the request of 
the Assembly, to join with them in the address 
to Her Majesty for her gracious mediation with 

the Proprietors on behalf of their sufferiag 
Tenantry. . 
The SOLICITOR CENERAL rising, said 

that after the kind and handsome manner in 
which he had been alluded to by his honorable 
and learned friend, the Attorney General, he 

could not remain longer silent, but the subject 
they were upon, * The State of the Colony,” 
was one of such importance, that it claimed 
bis attention before anythiog of a ‘personal na- 
ture. The very name of the Committee—a 
Committee on the State of the Colony—natu- 
rally led them to a retrospective view of the 
political events of the last few years; and in 
deed it was no pleasing retrospect which they 
had to contemplate. They beheld a large por- 
tion of the people, the dupes of a few artlul, 

designing, and cunning men, who, to serve 

their own base ends, had endeavored to make 

them disregard their just and legal obligations, 

to withhola the payment of their dues; and the 

consequence was, that those who, in an evil 

hour, had listened to their counsels, and had 

suffered themselves to be misled, were now en- 

cumbered with a load ef debt which they found 
difficult to discharge—an iaconvenieace not 
experienced by their advisers, who had always 
taken care of their own safety by keeping their 
own rents paid up. By the active machinati- 
ons of the band of impostors, by holding out 
hopes of free land to the people—hopes which 
those who raised them well knew to be delu- 
give, and by making them believe that if they 
were returned to the Assembly, they would 
realize their promises,—the majority of the 
other House had for several years been com- 
posed of those whose object and interest it was 
to promote measures not tending to ameliorate 

the condition of the people, and advauce the 
prosperity of the country, but wild, visionary, 
and unconstitutional schemes which they well 
knew would never receive the assent of the 
House (the Council, nor of the Government at 
home,) but which well answered the object of 
those who framed them, which was, not that 
they might pass, but that their rejection might 
afford new elements for agitation, He was not 

unaware that the clique had lately received an 
accession of strength from another country, 
from a land whose recent history, while it too 
fatally displayed the dreadful consequences of 
a people’s listening to a Demisgogue with too 
ready an ear, presented an instructive Jesson of 
the way in which that demagogue, in the hour 
of need, will desert those whom by his perni 
cious advice he has misled—a country whose 
melancholy tale told how possible it is to find 
men base enough to stir up people to insurree- 
tien, and then like an incendiary flying from 
his midnight work, lest the flame which his 
torch had lighted up, shouid lead to his detee- 
tion, vanish from the ranks which their secret 
devices had called together, very probably 
mingling with those of their epponeats, and by 
loud protestations of pretended loyalty, endea- 
voring to hide their treason. They were well 
aware that from Canada—recéntly pregnant 
with examples such as this—an individaal ha 
come, who had joined the agitating hand to : { 
which he had alluded, an individual who, from | 
his arrival here to the present hour, had set 
himself up against every constituted authority 

in the land—a man who breathed sedition, 
whose every writing was pernicious, and whose 
every speech tended to incite the people to in- 
surrection. He had no doubt he was an 1a- 
strument well fitted for the task. He did not 
mean to say he had joined the ranks of the 
rebels there; but looking at his conduct since 
he had been here, and the place from whence 
he came, and the epportunities he had had of 
obtaining a proficiency, who could doubt but 
that he was well versed in the secret aris by 
which a people may be rendered diseontented, 
and sedition successfully sown among them? 
but he hoped that for him, and such as him. 
this Island would prove but a temporary abode. 
He trusted that 1t would be used only as a 
resting place in the ocesn, on which, like birds 
of passage, they but lighted in their wap to 
some more southern clime. The air hallowed 
by the truz spirit of the British Constitution, 
was too pure forthem. Let them pass on to 
some southern republic, and there, amid the 
over-agitated waves of astormy and ungovern- 
able democracy, they might find spirits conge- 
nial with theirown, and there let them fluet 
the ark of their regeneretion if they would; 
but let them not remain here shedding abroad 
their noxious influences, and destroying the 
peace of the eountry, by endeavoring to incite 
the people to insurrection. The people could 
uever expect any good from having such men 
their representatives, because they must see 
that those who had the power to advance their 
interests must look on every thing they did 
with distrust—every thing they attempted was 
absurd, aud every measure they proposed im- 
practicable. Time after time had that house 
(the Council) rejected these Bills, not that they 
were not willing to go all constitutionzl lengths 
to serve them, but because their measures 
were such, as not only could not receive the 

assent of right thinking men, but if assented to 
would absolutely destroy the title of the tenan- 
try themselves. He was glad to perceive, 
however, that the delusion had in part passed 
away, «nd that at length a house had been 
formed, whose mejority had honesty enough to 
speak the truth, who had moral courage 
enough, amidst popular clamor and excitement, 
instigated by those who had so long mieled the 
couniry, to tell the people that their leases 
could not ba treated as void, that their rents 
must be paid, and that they had no pewer to 
dictate to the proprietors the terms on which 
they should part with their land—who, while 
they went as far as they could go, stopped, just 
when to proceed further would have been to 
have overstepped the boundaries between right 
and wrosg. He was happy that, at last, a 
measure had been proposed to which he, and, 
he trusted, that House would give its waani- 
mous concurrence.— The Resolution proposed 
to request the proprietors to take their rents in 
produce : should this be consented to, it would 
be a great boon to the tenantry. It was a rea- 
sonable request, and he felt convinced it would 
he acceded to. He had as good an oportu- 
nity as most men of knowing the condition of 
of the country which isnow, in common with 
most others, overshadowed by that dark cloud 
of commercial embarrassment, which seems to 
overhang the world; and he did not think the 
circulating medium of the Island sufficient to 
pay their rents in money. He thoughtit was 
necessary, and would tend to the good of both 
landlord and tenant, if a general system of 
taking produce for rents was introduced; but 
let them not deceive themsslves, by supposing 
that this would be a sort of getting rid of their 
rents altogether. The rents were reserved at a 
rate expected to be received in cash, and if 
produce was taken, they must not expect to be 
allowed the high rates which country dealers 
who pzid in trade would give. The cash price 
was all they must expect—again, it was only 
grain that could be generally taken ; the potato 
was too expensive to transport, teo liable to 
decay, and too uncertaia in its price to be de- 
pended upon. The time of receiving them too 
were a general system adopted, might be ar- 
ranged much more beneficially for the tenants 
than it now was: it was now generally taken 
in the autumn, when it was inconvenient to 
get it ready, and the roads were bae. Instead 
of this, it would be much more convenient to 
say to the tenants—you may pay in grain 
uatil the first of March; after that none will be 
received, and he who has not then paid, must 
pay in money. As to giving up the back rents, 
he went with tBxt part of the Resolution, be- 
cause he understood it did mot ask that they 
should be generally given up, but only in cases 
where the good conduct and circumstances of a 
poor but industrious man might be held to en- 
title him to that indulgence. Any thing like a 
general system of giving up the beck rents 
would be unwise, because it tended to make 
those who have paid up discontented. They 
at once say, and with reason, that they are not 
fairly dealt with, because the man who did not 

payis put on a better footing than those who 
did; besides, the greater poriion of the arrears 
were occasioned, ‘not because the people 
were not able to pay, but because they had 
listened to those who told them not to pay, aud 
they would get their lands cscheated—the giv. 
ing up therefore, would be a direct premium 
upon agitation ; still there are many, whose ail 
would not pay their arrears; ’twas better to err 
on the side of leniency than otherwise, and a 
just discrimination In remitting some, would be 
beneficial both to landlord and tenant. Should 
the ‘proprietors accede to the requests con. 
tained in the Resolutions, he was well aware, it 
wou'd not eatisfy the agitators; their game was 
to keep up agitation. Had they had the ma- 
jority in the other House, they would have 
passed the Resolution fixing the price at which 
preduce should be taken ; not ‘that they would 
have thought that anything so unjust to both 
parties would have been assented to, but be- 

| cause it would have been rejected in that shape 
and therefore would have answered their pure } the sourse which he had PF 

pose. The majority of the present Houee hi 
shown themselves honest in dissipating the 
lusive hopes that former houses had raised, and 
if their request were granted, they would, 1 
ene session, have wecomplished more g y 
the tenantry of this sland, than those whe had 
deluded them had done in years, or ever wo 
have effected. There was, however, ene 
of the Resolutions, which stated that the 
rears of rent were materizlly increased by 
bonds aud judgments to secure the same; 
statement was untrue. He did not think th 
were twenty judgments standing for reat 18 ¢8 
whole Island, and he should move that it b* 
struck out; and in doing so, it naturally led 
him to make some observations on a subj 
personally effecting himself,—on a certain pr 
ceeding of a commitiee of the other 
which his honorable and learned friends 
Attorney General had right'y desigoate 
most arbitrary and uncoastitutional procee¢i®s 

It was well known that a committee of H€ 
other house, the majority of which was com 
eed of the agitating band to which he had | 
ded, kad sat for the last two or three weeks f2f 
the purpose of accusing awd convicting bims™ 
was necessary for these gentry to screen the 
selves, by alleging some plausible pretext for the 
seditious movement which they had set 87 
inthe country. The grosse t falsehoods, 60% 
pled with the most absurd charges, had bee? 
freely launched against him by certain mesh 
of the other house, and bruited abroad st 
the press, as reports of their speeches, for od 
express purpose, of injuring his reputation 
blasting his charaeter. 
a mar of the most heartless eruelty—as a gf 
irg avaricious man—who, for the purpo 4 
putting fees in his own pocket, had taken bo » 
and warrants from the tenantry, enteré port 

judgment and saddled them with enoffy 
costs. He had heard all this. ihe 
reports of their speeches, and had wimessed 
wide-spreading calumaies by which they had 
endeavoured to overwhelm him, and yet 
remained pas:ive. He had so great a ob 0 
for those from whom they emanated thee 
tell the truth, he felt very Jittle concer 88C 
it. Some men would perhups at one 
answered and exposed their falsehoods ~ 
public prints, but he was one of those Whe eral 
that a man's character depended on the [ Les. 
tenor of his life and actions—that this oice 
ed the standard, from which neither the ugh 
of the libeller nor the pen of the scribblefs by evel 
they might cast a temporary shadow, €0 

but when he I¢ effectually lower him; fea) 
that 1a the present instance, 

appeared to come, propped up and sustals 
the authority of the other branch of the S¥g 
lature, he must own that he felt bappYs ed 
last an opportunity was accidentally # 
him, to make some observations upont oo 

ceeding A member of the other poe: 

stated, that the meeting at New Londo? y iF 
from his (the Sol. General) having FECES 
sucd 70 or 80 writs against the tensotty, and 
would only say that thie assertion was H 

he had peod resson for believing 
that? 

vidual knew it to be so at the time be Jods 
Not one writ had been issued—10t Opie 
ment entered up—not one execution ete’ 
and the only proceedings taken gai 
nants at New Loadon, on the estate 

mansgemest was six distraints!—tbe 
levied for under these distraints ony 
to £18 17s. 6d. These were mad 
due for the last year, which he wes 
to make them pay, because he was€ 
that no men who allowed them to get 
arrear was really their friend. Those pe 

New London of all others had Yt 
complain; they had hud cattle and ih 

ken for their back rents—that theet- 
thing elee, had been low, was a bo 
which in common with every P 

regretted; but not one single cargo 

realized what the tenants had been 

it—that they were unfortunate] 
not his favlt. He had taken 

warrants from the tenantry for thes, i 

and he would state the reason HR e 
him to do so. When he first came eral PERCE 

employed as an attorney, to sue sev = 
d 

for arrears on the estates which oy 7+ 

his management. He found that ir 

merous assignments, the pleadings Foy 
and the costs of obtaining judgmen 
£8 or £10. He saw this wou 
jurious to landlord and tenant. 
tate was put under his charge, It 

accounts and strike balances Wi g 

dreds of tenants. He told them! 

him their bonds and warrants OF Sy 
tive balances, and the effect WOI'C of 
the worst came to the worst,and they 
the costs of a judgment on the ot 
only three pounds: if sued without # wart 

£8 or £10. He took their bon pro four Bo 

payable by instalments, - gc a8 enti t 
five years, without interest. 

a Got each of these bonds and vor 

the fact was—a fact ‘whieh pe: 

known to his accusers—that he 4% 

ed the tenant o farthing for hom oul 
ing them, they had gor wo, be 
years to pay, what might o the 

any moment, and this indulgenc being 

without one shilling of expense, not 

them. He had said, that he di # 
had received upwards of 300. a he 
bonds, but on looking over his nar 
that he had been far beyond the y 
the hundreds of bonds which he ht 

four judgments had been entere 0 

of these had been during rx, ste 
Island. The costs on ’ n 

would Wi pe 101. ; if they hod on bo! 
300, they could not have been fing ! i, b 
tensive an estate. Notwithgtan (a 27 

been charged with putting the ’ any © 
ormous costa. 11e would a ww 
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