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From “The Recollections of a Gaol Chaptain.”
THE REVENGE OF AN UNRELENTING
WOMAN *

‘¢ The opportunity of inflicting it at length
was granted. It was autumn, and I had been to
the adjoining county town to deliver in some
fancy work to the proprietor of a fashionable
shop, when the mistress called me aside, and
said Thave wished tosee you for several days,
in consequence of a leiter which I have recei-
ved from a lady of rank newly come into this
neighbourhood. Ia this she desires me tomake
inguiries for a person capable of superintend
ker nursery, and taking constant charge of her
eldest son. There are many requisites named;
but I think you possess themall. In fact you

re the very. person her ladyship wants

¢TI have been, I fear, too lon;
mistress to submit witha good ¢
will'of another. Her ladyship must look e
where.

+¢ ¢ Come to no hasty decision,” was the re-
joinder ;¢ a situation like this rarely presents
itself’

“¢Iam satisfied with my
the repiy. ¢ My income is wmore
equalto my wants, And, as to th

¢ Would not a salary of fift
likely to improve it 2’ eried the n
¢ This I am empowered to offer.
before you say no.’

‘¢ I again expressed my disinclination to be
domesticated ia any family.

¢ ‘Now!’criedshe ‘T am really angry withy
beeause you are purposely perverse. You j
sess all the 1equisities ‘which Lady Hunma
names. You speek French ; you are complete
mistress of your needle ; you are not,” and she
smiled, ¢ very young; vou have no low con-
nexions; and you cansing. You are admirzbly
fitted for the sitvation ; and yourefuse it! How
can I tempt you! I wish I could show you the
yeoung St. Barbe.’

¢ Whe? said I, starting.

¢ ¢ Lady Huumanby’s eldest son, the Hon
Ivan Bt. Barbe. Poor fellow ! his intellec
but you are ili—faint? Ah!Isee! The w
has been too much for you. You require rest
and refreshment. Come into my private room
You will there find both. Now,’ cried n
kind hostess, as soon as I had rallied from the
shock which her information caused me, ¢ now
we must return to business, and i
Where was I? Oh!as to Lac

position,’

Listen. This geatlady has ratl
card to(flay. She married late ir
husband. Mr St. Barbe’s youth

been strangely dissolute and perhaps she has
discovered ere this the danger of acting on t
proverb that ¢ a reformed raks makes the best
husband.” Now, her ladyship is rather ordin-
ary in appearance ; atleast eighteen years older
than her huasband, andsomewhat troubled with
jealousy ; thus, the atmosphere is not alw
serene a vakover Hall. But there is another
and a darker cloud which loursover that prince-
ly building,—the intellect of the elder son, th
future Lord Hunmanby, are depl faeb)
He s screely an idiot ; but has no men
and.a most bewildered judgement. He is
tremely restless ; but very fond of music
faet the only method of cal

singing to him. Lady IHuan
person of somewhat superior
continually with him; to s
with him; and, in fact, wate!
a thousand pities that, with 12 han 1e
face, he should have such urmeaning words and
ways! Now, what say you, for I muast write
10 morrow 1

“ ¢ That—that—" and my heart fluttered
wildly while I spoke,—* if her ladyship is
pleased to offer me the situation, I will accept
e

%€ ¢ Clear, and to the parpose. Very good !
you have shewn yourself the sensible person I
always believed you.’

 Her ladyship’s reply arrived in due eourse.
I was extreem!y prolix, and occupied three
sheetsof note paper. Her meaning might have
been conveyed in & single sentence,—that she
should be very minute in her inquiries, judge
of me ina personal interview, aud dismiss me
at & moment’s notice, on the occurrence of the
¢ slightest impropriety.’

“The dreaded meeting was fixed for the
morning of that day se’night, asd punctual to
the minute, the baroness drove up. She was
accompagied by an other lady, a * confidential
friend,” in whom she reposed all her ma:rimo-
nial suspicious and complaiats touching her
inconstant lord, who, as a systematic eaves-
dropper, was hated by the whole establishment
with a most commendable usanimily, and
whom, as a sleepless spy cn il his movements
Mr. St. Barbe, used to curse every day of his
life! The nams of this lady was Cram. She
had a suite of apartmentsat the hall ; and when
denounced by its lord, was woat to fly to Lady
Hunmanby, who wonld weep over her, and
style her © & woman without guile.’

“ With a beating heartI entered the apart-
ment. icartysed.  No movement of head or
hand was vouchafed as an acknowledement.
Her formidable ladyship frowned, and then
scrutinized me in silence. At the close of her
inspection she turned to Mrs Cram, and remar-
ked aside, in a cheerful toue, ¢ Not at all good
looking ! Come! thas an essential recom-
mendation !

“ ¢ And not very young,” responded Mrs
Cram, with an approving air.

“ Aud then they nodded gaily and cheerily

¢ Continued from the Gleamer of the 17th
inataat,

at each other, as if they were about to achieve
some grand exploit.

‘“ Her ladyship now spoke. She desired me
to sing, then heard me read zloud, then expres
sed & wich to see my needle-work, and summed
up with a series of questions about my family
and relatives,—to whieh I aunswered,—truly
enough,—that ¢ I had long Jostsight of them.’
The situation of ber eldest son was then adver-
ted to. His re 1 irascible moods “were
described, and due waslaid on the most
ccessful mode of soothing him. = ¢ Contradic
tion and ret he was never: to hear:
only served to irri He was to be p
suaded,
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child. Tt was determined to eelebrate his
fourth birthday and his elder brother’s recovery
by a fete to the tenantry. This was = myle ¢
entertainment in which the baroness delighted:
it enabled her to play the hostess on an 1@
posing scale ; it brought visibly before ner hef
owa stake in-society.

“ Exemplary ledy ! she never put off the
trappings of her pride, till thoese who wei®
about her put aroumd her her winding sheet!
Buat I wander. 1 mey well shriek trom 8§
proaching this portion of my tale. The def
was fine; the park crowded aed the tenandf
sufficiently happy and hilarious. Lady Hus*
manby, accompanied by her husbued, and®
small perty of private friends, stood watchiog
the scene from the flight of steps which led #
to the western portico. Her ladyship, by #&
of marking hér precedence, had taken up beF
station & few gleps in advanee. There she I
mained, issuing every now and then some I*
comprehensible order, and epjoying the accle;
mations with which her name and that
Ivan was received. Such was the group belo™:
A‘{ }

ve the children and myself occupied ' oY
balcony, eitnated directly over the porticé
and commanding an uninterrupted view ol
whole park. It was conjectured that the hed
of Cyril, accompanied by some kind wisheh
would be given; and, if so, it was arre
that I should then hold him up in my ane®
while he bowed and waved ‘his litle handse!®
the -assemblage, in ecknowledgment of 1
compliment I had not, nor did I desire ¥
much interval forreflection, ’Ere long s )
ly yeoman proposed, and three hundr
na ices repeated, *“ Health and hdpl‘“"
to the Honorable Cyril £t. Barbe, asd M
each return of this day prove more joyous thss
e last” Itrembled with emotion, for B°
the dreaded moment had arrived. 1 bent oveh
and kissed him foudly,~—yee, fondly, for it !
a final farewell! a
“¢Lift me higher—higher—higher 8%
cried the courageous boy, evidently enoy
the excitement of the scene
“ I'raised him a9 he desired. He bent “ITI
ard eagerly, smiled, and guily and (Z"“"
ed his hands to the applauding throng: i
cheering was redoubled. At its height 1 ':of
drew the support of my arm,—it was the aet
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ather’s feet
1 nevershall forget the shriek which r‘;':
from St. Barbe's lips when he tried to r& sids
child, aud found him lifeless. He koéit be
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