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THE FALL OF MURRAY.

Tug severity of winter had already begun to
relax, although the season of its endurance had
not yet passed away ; for, as it not unfrequently
happens, the unwonted rigor, which had char-
acterized the last months of 1568, was succeed-
ed by a scarcely less unusual - mildness in the
eommencement of the following year. - The air
was mild, and for the most part southerly, and
the continuance of soft and misty weather had
clothed the meadows with a premature and
transitory verdure. ‘The young grass pushed
forth its tender bladesfrom the mound, which
covered all that earth might claim of the hap:
Jess wife of Hamilton, the small birds chirped
above her silent home, and in the vales, which
ehe had gladdened by her presence, it seemed
as though her gentle virtues were forgotten,
almost before her limbs had perished in their
watimely sepulchre. One heart, however, there
still beat, that never would forget—one heart
that would have deemed forgetfulness the deep-
est curse it could be made to feel, although the
gift of memory was but the source of unavailing
sorrow and despair! Experience has fully
shown, that to no frame of mind is griefl more
poignantly acute, than to such us, having been
fashioned by mature in a stern and rugged mould
averse to sympathy, and hardly susceptible of
any tender emotion, have, by some fortuitous
circumstance, and in some unguarded hour
been surrendered to the dominion of one master
passion, which has worked in time an entire
revulsion of their feelings, and changed the ve-
ty aim of their existence. Such had been the
fate of Bothwelhaugh ; restless, fierce, and am-
bitious, as he hasbeen pictared in his unbridled
youth, accustomed to speak and think of wo-
man with licence and contempt, he had been
affected by the sweetness and pure love of his
young bride to a degree, which souls like his
alone are able to conceive, and: when deprived
of her, in & manner so fearfully horrible, and
with details so aggravating, the effects produced
on his demeanor. were propertioned only to the
event which gave them birth.

No sudden burst of violence, no fierce dis-
play of temper, such as, in his days of unres-
trained indulgence, he had been wont to shew
at the. loss ef a favorite falcon, or a’faithful
nound, followed upon this his first tree cause
for sorrow. ' Not.a tear moistened his burning
eyeball, not a sob relieved the choaking of his
throat; as he followed his first and only love to
her eternal home; a heavy stupor was upon
him ; he moved, spoke, and acted as if by in-
stiact, rather than by velition, and there were
those who deemed that his brain had received
a shock that would paralyse its faculties forever
and that the high souled and sagacious Hamil-
ton was henceforth to be rated as a mocdy,
moping idiot. Not long, however, did this
unusual temper continue ; for scarcely had he
seen the last remains of the only being he had
ever loved committed to earth, ere, to the eye
of a superficial observer, he appeared solely oc-
oupied in the management of his departure from
the patrimony of his immemorial ances-
tors;—few, indeed, and brief were his prepar-
ations,—a charger of matchless strength and
symmetry, was easily provided on that warlike
fromtier, to supply the place of that which had
borne him on his fatal journey,—his arms were
earefully inspected, the rust wiped from his
two handed blade, and the powder freshened
in his elumsy but effective fire arms: and lastly
a dozen of the hardiest riders of the border
side had preferred the fortunes of their natural
chief, although his star was overcast, to the
usurped domuinion of him, who, by the haughty
Regent’s favor, possessed the confiscated de-
mesnes of a better and a braver maa. Meunted
on horses famed for their hardiness and speed,
and trained to all the varied purposes of war,
—their bright and soldier like accoutrements
contrasting strangely with the wild expression
of their features, their untrimmed beards, and
shaggy locks,—the small band, as they leaned
on their long lanees, or secured their slight
equipments, around the solitary tower, in which
their leader had passed the melancholy hours of
his sojourn, presented a picture of singular ro-
mauce and beauty. Horses neighed and stam-
ped in the echoing court yard, armor clashed,
and spurs jingled, and louderthan all were heard
the eager and excited voices of the untamed
borderers; but every sound was hushed as their
stern chief came forth, surveyed the harness f
every trooper, and the comparison of every
steed insilence, threw himself upon his horse
and wheeled his handfal of men at & hard trot
upon the road towards the Scottish capitel.
Hardly amile of their reute had been passed,
and the troop was diviag iuto the very glen
which had witnessed the downfall of Hamil-
ton’s sole earthly hope, when the vidette fell
hastily back with notice of the approach of
hiorsemen. Hurrying forward, they had already
cleared the ravine, when they beheld some half
score lancers winding down towards the rug-
ged ford, the followers, it seemed, of a knight
who had already passed the river. There needed
not & moment’s halt to array his fresh steeds
and ready warriors for the charge, if such were
to be the result of the ercounter. At a glance
had Hamilton discovered the person of the Re-
gent’a minion, the cold blooded, relentloss, ha-
ter, who had wreaked his coward spite upon his
unoffending, hwlpless wife, nor were his follow
ora slower in recogaizing the wsurper of their
chieftain’s patrimony. With a fieres and tri-
wmphaut yell, they dashed their spurs into their
horses’ flanks, and with levelled spears and pre-
sented match locks, threatened inevitable des-
truction to the victim, who was thus hopeless-
ly surrendered to their mercy. The nearest of
hia train was separated from him by the wide

and stony channel of the Eske, nor was it pes-
sible that he could be joined by succer in time
to preserve him fromthe fory of these wild
avengers. To the astonizhment, however, of
both parties,Bothwelhaugh, who had only learn-
ed the deadly intentions of his men from the
hoarse clamor with which they greeted the ap-
pearance of their destined prey, himself reined
up his herse with a shock so sudden that it had
nearly threwn him on his haunches; * How
no ”—he shouted, in the short tones of resolu-
tioa—¢* vassals ! halt, or I cleave the foremost
to histeeth! Saint Mary aid us—buat we have
fair discipline I His determined words, no less
than the readiness, with which he had upon the
instant beat down the lances of the fiercest
troopers, arrested their wild viclence; and be-
fore the intended victim had prepared his mind
either for resistance or eubmission, the peril
was at an end. Wheeling his party upon the
narrow green beside the bridge, the bereaved
husband halted, awaiting the approach of his
wife’s destroyer, with ar apathy which, to the
veterans who had followed him in many a bloo-
dy day, appeared no less incomprehensible than
shamefal: while one by osme the enemy filled
through the narrow pass, formed, hesitated for
a space, and then, perceiving that no opposition
would be offered to their progress, marched
onwards with a steady frost, and well dissem-
bled resolution. Last of the troop, with down-
cast eye and varying complexion, as though he
scarcely dared to hope for mercy from a man
whom he had so irreparably injured, rode the
usurper, expecting at every step to hear the
border slogan pealing from the lips, and to feel
the death blew thundering from thearm of him
to whom he had given euch ample cause to
curse the hour when he was born. Motionless
asa statue sate the moble Hamilton on his tail
war herse, his broadsword at rest within its
scabbard, and his countenance as calm, and al-
most as dark as midaigh' ;—yet whatever wese
the feelings that induced the borderer to ferego
his vengeance, when circumstances thus woed
him to the deed, it was evident that mercy had
no place within his soul at that tremendous mo-
ment. The heavy gloom that dimmed his eye
~=the deep scoul vpon his brow—ihe compres-
sion of his lip—and the quivering motion of his
fingers, as they hovered upon the gripe of his
dagger, betokened no slight or transitory strug-
gle ; and the deep breath drawn. from the bot~
tom of the chest, as the hated mirion disappeer-
ed, spoke as plainly a3 words, the relief which
he experienced at the removal of so powerfula
temptation. ** No ! he muttered between his
teeth—¢¢ It would have been a deed of madaess!
—To have crushed the jackall would but have
roused the lion into caution ! Let them deem
me coward—slave—fool !—if they will—so i
have MY REVENGE !” Again he resumed his
route in silence ; ner did a word, save my' oc-
casional command, fall from him by which the
train of his sensations might have been disco-
vered ; all day he pursuec his march with un-
wearied dilligence, barely allowing such briel
intervals of rest as might enable uis caitle to
proceed wtih recruited vigor,—and, while toil-
ing through the deep morass, or ever the path-

less hill, night closed starless and overcast |

above his houseless head; bat little mattered it
to such men, asthat determined soldier and his
rugged comrades, whether night found them on
the lonely moor, or in the lLighted hall, sad if
they thought at all upon the subjeet, it was but
to congratulate themselves on tee fortunate ob-
searity which agreed so well with their myster:-
ous enterprise.

The second moon was in her wane, from
that which had beheld the death of Murgaret
and her miserable babe ; yetthe savage execu-
tor of her fate lorded it securely in the halis,
which had so lately been the dwelling of female
innocence and peace. For a while mexn looked
for a sure and speedy retribation from the fatal
wrath of him, who had never yet been known
to fail a friend, or to forgive & foe; yet day
succeeded day, and with the impunity of the
murderer, the astonishment at first, and ere long
the scora of all, pursued the recreant hushand
and fugitive chief of a name once so noble.
Some gray haired veterans there were, who
would omincusly shake their heads, and press
their fingers to the Lip, when topics such as
these were broached, or hint that the Lord .of
Bothwelbaugh would bide his time, and that,
if he were unaccouatably slow in seeking his
revenge, he paused but (o MAK SICKER;* gens
erally, however, an idea prevailed that the spj-
rit of Hamilton had been so utierly prosirated
by the blow, that no gallant deed of vengeance
—~which was held in those days of receat bar
barism, not only justifiable, bat in the highest
degree praiseworthy and honorable,—was now
to be dreaded by his foes, or hailed bo his firgy
adhereats. Litte, however, did they know the
man whom they presumed to stigmatise gs g
recreant, or a coward; and still less could they
conceive the change, which had beea brough:
about by a single event in his formerly rash and
thinking temper. Once, not an lostant would
bave elapsed between the commission of the
crime and its punishment ;—onee, he would
have rushed upon a thousand perils 1o cosfront
the man who wronged him, and would have set
his life at nought ia avenging his tarnished ho.
nor. Now, on the coatrary, his bold and open
hardikood was exchanged for a keen and subtie
cuaning ; now he hoarded, with & miser's care
that life which he had set upon a cast a thoy,
sand times ; not that he'loved his life, bat. tha:
he had devoted it te the attrinment of ene ob.
ject, which had become the single aim of his
existence. - Tt was from the geiver of Murra,
that the arrow had been selected, which hu{
pierced his love, 22d he haughtily overlooneq

* The celebrated words of Kirkpatri
compenion of Rebert Bruce, when %e rf,k"":,:;

to complete the slaughter of Comyn,
been stabbed at the high eiter by the p"':;?o?ad

the wretched villian, who had aimed the dart,
in hisanxiety to smite the mightier thoughremo-
ter agent, who had furnished his tool with that
power which had destroyed his all.

Success(n} in his embitious projects, backed
by the a!most omnipotent league of the coven-
anted lords, wielding the truncheon ef the re-
geucy as firmly as tsough it were a royal ecep-
tre, feared and honored by Scotland, respected
by the lien-queen of England, Murray enter-
tained no doubt, harbored no lurking dread,
of a man toe insignificant, ashe deemed in his
overweening confidence, to cope with the oc-
cupant of Scotland’s throne.

Returning from an expedition through the
vales of Eske and Clyde, whose romantie wa-
ters had been dyed with bloed by his remorse-
less policy, leaving sad traces of his progress
in smoking villages, ruined towers, he had
reached Linlithgow ou his progress towards
his capital. . Surrounded by a select force of
the best warriors from every Lowland plain or
Highland glen, he had entered the antique tewn
as the last sun, that was ever (o set tor him,
sank slowly into a bed of threatening clouds ;
and all night long, the streets of Lanlithgow
rang with sounds of war and revelry. From
ieagues arouad, the population of the eountry
had crowded ‘in, to feast their eyes with the
triumphant entry, and pay their homage to the
weil-nigh royal conqueror ; many an eye was
sleepless on that memorable night, but few
from sorrow or anxiety ; yet there was oNE
within the precincts of those antiquated walls
whose presence, had it been whispered 1n the
Regent’s ear, would have shaken his dauntless
heart with an wswoated tremor. Overlooking
from its Gothie hartison, the market place ot
the old city, stood one of those gloomy dwel-
lings, with its turretted gable to the street, its
oaken portal clenched with muny a massive
spike and bar, and its narrow casements subdi-
vided by stone transoms, which are yet to be
seen in several of the Scotttsh buroughs, pre-
genting evident traces oi having been erected
in that irontime, when every man’s house was
in truth his casitle. Here, in a narrow gallery
which commanded the principal thoroughfare,
withouat a light to cheer his solitude, or fire to
warm his hmbs, watched the avenger. The
night wasraw and gusty, yet he felt not the pe-
netrating breath of winter ; he had fasted the
preceding night, yet he knew no hunger ; he
stood upeu the brink of murder, yet he shud-
dered not.  Before the sun had set, he had dis-
patched his attendant to the castle of his
princely kiosman, the Duke, whe bore his
name, and owned his fealty ; he had supplied
his charger with the grain which was to serve
him for to-morrow’s race, inone of the lower
hails of the descried houee ; he had barricaded
every pertal with unwonted deliberation, and
secured the windows with ehain and bar; he
had prepared all that was needful for the tra-
gedy he was about to perpeirste, and now he
was alors with his conscience and his God!
—His mind, wrought to the highest pitch of
resolution, dreamed not of compunction, nor
did he for an instant doubt his full justification
in the eyes of his Creator, although he was ly-
iog in-wait secretly to mark a fellow being, as
though he were a beast of the chase. Nor in-
deed did he feel 80 much of hesitation in level-
ling his riflet at this his brother man, as he had
often experienced in striking down the antlered
monarch of the waste. Oftentimes, when the
beautilul deer had been stretched at his feet, by
his userring aim, with its graceful form un-
strang for ever, and its noble crest grovelling in
the dast, had he sorrowed in secret over the
distruction he had wrought for a momentary
pleuulje, bat no such thoughts were here to
mielt his resolution, or to damp his anticipated
triumph.  As he paced on his ehort beat with
firm and measured stride, he reckoned the mi-
nules with anxiety, and as the successive hours
clenged from the lofty steeple, he cursed the
epace that yetdivided him from his revenge ;
still, amidst ail his eagerness, he had the
strength of mind to banish from his thoughts all
recollection of the grievance, which he never
recurred to but ha felt his brain reel, and his
nerves lr_en’ible with fury, which he could pei-
ther guide per moderate. Night, however
though it may be tedious even to disguat -
not endure for ever ; and in due time the 'mialy
light of dawa glimmered through the narrow
panes, upon the ecene of f{atal preparation. The
wall, facing !h.e window, hung from the ceiling
to the floor with black cloth, that no shadow
might betray the lutking enemy,—the piles of
bedding strewed upen the floor to prevent a
single lo'olbnll from awakening suspicion,—and
ou a table by the casement, the matchlock rifle
with its slow match aiready kindled, the hora
ard bullets ready for the haud, no le;e lh;m the
accoutrements and bearing of the man, pro-
claimed the figed determination with whi;hp he
ha_’*‘ P'm!?d. and the cold-blooded preparation
w1(!1 which he was prompt to execute his ene-
my’s distruction.  Ag the morning broke, a
wild flourish of trampets sounded the revr'l"
from a distant part of the town Wherell‘zx’c
victim had passed the hours of -!n'-p in u d‘w
turbed tranquility. The sound fell u zy

0 : pon the
ear of vHamlhou, and, thrilling in his heary’
eore, stirred him like the hors= of Job Ay N
he applied himself to his task, again h;. ,e:::,n
noitred every outlet to the main stre i

A i et, and
made assnrance doubly sure that for ten mi
nutes, atl ast, the fatenings could resist y
assanlts short eof ordnance: b Ryl §
charger with the lightdst tra.. he equipped his
boekls: ‘aad P'O'sa‘l‘h " Tapprugs, iried every

’ © least important thong ;

+ The carbine with whi

shot 18 still preserved ot hI:l(.al'lmi‘l}t‘;x: Rp:f::: x‘:‘l:

a brass picee of middling length very emall in

the bore ; and what is rather ex(;cnrd7lxnr ap-

pears 1o have been riflsd or indented iy the
It had a matchlock, for which a mo-

dern firelock h {nindin:
—Sir Walter ;:03_"“ tojadiciously substituted

then as the time drew nigh, led him forth £~
lently to the rear of the building, whese® ®
gloomy and neglected garden econduele hod
uafrequented lane, by which he might “.":‘u
cesa to the open country. 8till, whea &l
was finiehed, when the preparations were o
cluded, and his escape provided, to the l‘!‘:
that human ' foresight could eflect; & tedio
hour had yet to creep away before the "9“;
of his machinations should be aseertsi
Cautiously he retraced his steps, and ﬂ‘:“x
ouce more upon the scene of action, PrePT
his weapon for the deed with scrupuiow .
tention ; the first smile that had lighte
gloomy brow, now flashed across it, as he 3
the leaden messenger down the tubé fro
which it was soon to be launched on 1 ou '
of blood, and raising the well proved instromes
to his unerring eye, exsmined with & me!
man’s skill its range and balance. Then €00 T
as though he were about to provide hi -
againgt the inconvenience of & prouac
chace, drawing from a recess food and ‘";:’
he broke bread and drank, not without "m
faction. Hardly had he finished his -
meal, before the distant ehime of the i 1he
bells, proclaiming the esrliest servics ' G
church, tiokled upon the breeze. Revereiiy
devoutly, did the future murderer sisk wpon
knees, and fervently did he implore the,
that Being, who, if it be not impious t0 imag
the ideas of Divinity—must have looke
with abhorrence on the sapplications O 77
who was even then plotting & deed l’l'
unless the ignorance and barbarism of “'”'dull
might paes for some ulleviation of "dm(;od
error, inthe sight of him who is no les® 7y
of mercy, than of justice and truth. Slﬂlbl“b
ened in his awial purpose, wod 09““‘.“' b of
of the gooduess and the apprnchmgl!"‘_':'d‘e‘
his cause, Hamilton rose up from his lll'J'Mmk
devotions. Suddenly the roar of artillery et
the casements, and the din of ml"_“ll'inn"
trampet, hors, and kettledrum, M8

wild discordanee with the pibrocks gest
Highland clans, announced that * evelf
had commenced his progress. At onee
symptom ol anxiety or eagerness ""”{m;
from the lowering countenance of }:h:m:h!“’
while there had been uncertainty, eared
est possible shade of trepidation had 8pP®.
in his demeanor: but nlowu asin olh’
symphony, and the acclamations o
l:ct-.Phe t{:reuw the success of all hu‘;::‘::“
machinations, he was ealm and sell- ”hm.k
—now, when ameanet spiri‘li would have 25 g
from the completion of the deed, Wi S
dared 10 plnn‘,) but lacked the "“’l‘.’"og: o
form, the full extent of his dctcr{mﬂm
most manifest. There was & quiet ‘i':’e Tepo¥
in his eye, a serene complacency int 4 in

of every feature, whieh, as const m”, moré
nexion with his dreadful P‘"P"”'or passio®

appalling thau the fierceet burst mbrs*
Firm as a statute he stood in the ‘Jk : bis
sure, the ready weapoa in his band, hi#

keen glance - watching the approas ~C jg4
doomo% victim. ~Leuder and 10“":;;'
the notes of triumph; sad naw the '1 qudib}®
of the applauding concoures dml(l.“i‘fi 10 the
—% God sive the Regent!”— :w.“ light:
noble Murray !"—Then ascore of Ia ].u‘f‘d
ly equipped, amd nobly mountes the
along the echoing street to clear & P.eﬂ
procession,—but their efforts ';verodm od the
no purpose, the populace, ”h'c.hd the #0l
area of the place, closed in behin y-t
a8 waves uniting in the wake © vo the#27
sailor, and, in thair eegerness (0 PrOTE oy owh
tent of their good wishee, frustrate

intent, and rendered their favorité s after 1roopPr
certain. Banner after banner, xroOlt)m gors
awept oawards !—Glittering 1n ell l|lt meds
ness of steel and scarlet, marshd gutt,
whose fame lorhw?lrlike ;C“m
ed brevery, might have ¢ a
earth’s m’osl widelyvbruxted heroeo.‘mco que -
recent victory, and proud of the VL SmpleC
leader, whom they guarded, they { hesve®

: d ' coufident ® ~ . go
v P ny:h his lncenng."“‘::‘;;i.fd

Morton was there, wi
downcast eye, as when he "’“‘;'5: y of 1he
into the heart of Rizzio, 0 od 1007

: : b, 80%
Byres, sordid in his antiquated g8f b his ll"”'

: dest heart t
armor, with the har s human b""ﬁn""

corslet that ever beat i ot
Kirkcaldy of the Grange, the :‘mwd Xa0%
soldier of the age,~and ;, e.midl' the .il”‘l"':

rising in his ‘elerical gar ¢ b
—Kgox { of whom it was spoken :‘ﬂ:he fu'.g
cease, that he had never “mfuluel "il
man l—and the chief of the “e::l‘ thef
his shadowy tertans, and 'hck‘ned c‘"":.b
his bonnet, and & thousand ki

i\t
his heels!  But proudly asthe ;n;.uah'! o’

h, a0
proceeded on their march, - o28
the bearing of the crested wll;'::ou]'d comv:::
not a man in all the train :::’n t "::,.i!
in thewes or sinews with ch of

- o8 |
withia ; his closely-fitting dre o
leather diap!lyinlg :i e
his limbs—the elastici] S
jastic melancholy of Bis “5";:;”, the Pl
the contrast, whea viewe foemen: Au
and splendor of his h_wﬂ,h‘?;.jn to rem]
troop of lancers striving i Y routs iy
crowded spectators irom t! arier u. o
preceded by heralds 18 their zu"' d .
amidst the clang of instrum ude, ©° s e
doubled clang of the MBI oy the P

hase ad e
which had been che‘aplghl:‘;:gcd from l;;uﬂ'y

f Earl’s ransom, Milan,
?oo:nin (?n, tempered steel 'kt;'g' So """g
came forth, in all l"-“oﬂr*:'":’ 8 i
did the crowd press ' ove B

n; the knighta could b""",‘:‘i‘;h:, and 02 "of
pace. Glencairn Whs, 'f(moﬂ‘" IO‘“”"
left, the truest © d pase up be
Parkhead. The pomp aC G gleamed L
—the well known B .;e h-mlo':“' '.d”
the eyes of Hamilton ike P js ¥1C

bled dream ; but 80 "m':ﬂe oo 8t DI
hig eye than the ready ™
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