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very imperfectly by two narrow arci win
dows, having in the right hand corner win-
dows a well dug fifty fathoms deep into the
rock and surrounded by a blood red stain ina
broad and ghastly circle, whence this dreary
subterranean is called the Hall of Blood,

Fitly was it named ; for pure and noble and
innocent blood was indeed poured forth lil
water where that stain exists—shed armidr
—when the world without was hushed in si¢
and peace brooded over earth and s
be scarred away by the fonl deeds
Blood, of which the crimson trace
found at Blckenhaus so long as one ¢
the old grim pile shall be left upon another.

In times long gone by ere yet the Nadasdys
themselves were lords of the fortress, it was
the property and one of the many strong holds
of the Templars. In calm retirement and
strict adherence to the rules of the order—
righting the wronged, sustaining the feeble, and
avenging the oppressed, the knights found a
worthy equivalent for the deprivation of the
merq worldly honors and ephemeral triumg
to which most of them were entitled by their
high blood and exalted position : and they wore
the red cross with proud humility, and passed
their trenquil days amid the affection of the re-
tainers, without one icion
which was about to burst above
heads. Deep as was their regret
content 2nd opposition which had o
iself against them in France, they neve
moment conte ili
frightful coas
was constantly w
language has no words that they learat the ex-
ecution of the grand master; and the sentence
ef extermioation which has been pronounced
against their order by the council of Vieana.
Henceforward none of them ventured to leave
the walls of the castle lest they should loose
their lives ; and it having been a part of their
policy to keep the fortress atall times well pro-
visioned in the event of any hostile demonstra~
tion, they risigned themselves to their adyerse
fortune with what patience they might, al-
though not without a gloomy presenti.aent of
future ill. :

The obedience of the count king, Robert of
Anjou, to the will of the Pope, bv whom the
destruction of the Templars had beea vowed,
they could not for s moment doubt, 2she was

sus

h

brethren now in lieaven were illegally
murdered ; and the remembrance does not tend
to induce us willingly te place ourselves in the
:ame rathless handas without a full assurance
that, until oar g be proved, we shall not be
condemned to die the death of the felon and
We therefore demand that the
i be pledged for our safety until we

our

aitor.

i wortay of death by the Jaws of

try ; and without this surety not ome

of these brave k: s, my followers and chil
dren beyond the rampart:, To

t1 8y eak not without a surance
{th 1 each Tem who is
min in this to my authority and to

my word, to lay his hand upon his

instant the gauntleited palm of every
kui e preseat was struck heavily upon
the hilt of his weapon, and the clash and elan.
gour of the smitten meial awoke the greedy
echoes of the hall so startlingly, that the her.
ald involuntarily stepped back a pace, and half
drew his own sword, ere he temembered that
the character in which he came was sacred,
and that his emotion was an insult to those
about him, and a deep shame to his own chiy.
alry. The hot blood mounted to his cheek, and
he withdrew his fingers hurriedly from their
clasp, as he exclaimed—

“Your tressons be oa your own heads,
knights and warriors ; I will do your bidding to
the King, though little do I deem that ¢ will
ail you in thisstreit ;” and as he ceased speak-
ing, h= tarned 1o leave the hall.

*“ Bear him company to the gates, my bro-
» said the chief; “ and shew him al] cour-
nor suffer your vow of hospitality 1o the
stranger and the wayfarer to fail you jg the

) although his errand may have proved
vain a¢ well as offensive.

He wasobeyed ; the herald strode forth gfter
a slight and abrupt salatation, end was foljpwed
by ail present except the chief himself. Beside
i ood an attendant with a goblet of
rich wize, which he tendered in sgjlegce to the
departing guest, who put it aside eareles with
his hand, and then walking .o a fountqin in the
court yard, filled his palm with water and
swallowed it burriedly ; after which he emptied
a second handfull upon the pavemens s if to
intimate that he had accepted only (g;“ ‘Whic‘h
was valusless from the brotherhood ; aad in the

out the gellant little garrison; and when the
night-watch had :at, Lhe whoele body of
the Templars coliected in the subterranean
hall to discuss their future measures, fer on
their present security they entertained no doubt
—sirong in the conscionsnes of their own cou.

rage, aud ampl

i bee

1pplied with provisions, water
and fuel, they were well aware that the fortress
was invulnerable save by treachery, and who
could be a traitor beneath the banuer of the red
cross! Thus, then, it was with high hearts
and hopeful brows that they followad their ve.
nerated chief 1o the hall of council, where th
moonlight which streamed through the narrow
wirdows. lay clear and cold npon the tesselated
pavement; and the effigies of thess
brethren seemed to mingle in their delin

I

buried
1 eations
Without , the hall the gallant Templar Servient
held his watch, and as he passed to and fro
blotted out at intervals the D&Trow stream n;
light which contrasted its gilvery beauty with
the ruddy glare ot the torches whi burnt 1n
tron sockets along the walls.
Suddenly a deop groan, a heavyfall, and thet
tramp of armed men broke upon the
the assembled knights, and in an instant, every
hand grasped a weapon, and a slnmft‘nswnvﬂ
rush was made towards entrance of x"“.;
hall. Across the threshold lay the body “
Servient with a dagger in his heart :
had no time to raise it from the ;
door fell back the enemy were
them. Fearful was the carua

The Templars toug
energy of desperation ; end each. as he
his foe, pressed back the ¥ :
songhs to force himself
thickeat ranks of hig bre thren, as though in the
;‘rnlr hope !}1(1 he at lesst might he f“l"""}
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Overpowered by m;:fnl’-v;miy‘v‘;‘ ;,,‘r':f e -
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‘il Increasing enemies, uniil at length the g
haired chief stood alone amidst
mies,
i For an instant there Wasa pause ; it might
e that a Passing belief in the superior va
of a living prisoner to tha :
o
:ed l}:e minds of the royaligt soldiery ; it might
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