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THE GLEANER, &ec. 45 

Mext week is delayed indefigitely. The debate 
Whether a necessary task, easily performed, 

Mall be done now, or on Tuesdey next, is a 
fugerous error ; but when the postponement 
Bmade on the great principle of the sluggard’s 

=» losophy, that it will be all the seme a hun- 

ong hence, the Jault becomes a fatal one 
v e comsequences are generally irreme- 
Aide, v . 
It might interest the thoughtful reader, to 
arch his memory or his books for examples— 
frnisheq abundantly in national and individual 

y—of the error of this caleulation—that 
ody trivial matters, however settled, must 

Ways be the same afier a long interval of time. 
i Wculd be easy to bring down many great 

that come from small eggs If, when the 
Wat Bonaparte was cutting his teeth, a Cor- 

fiegg nuree had given him by mistake a wrong 
up, she might sagely have exclaimed thatit 

"tld be all over a hundred years hence—yet 
fe tle tooth-cutter lived to work some dif* 

ce in his day. And when Newton's gar- 
Sener guy ep away the famous apple, he could 
N couscientiously declared that whether it 

prematurely, or remained to swell the forth- 
by pie of the philosopher, was an affair of 

Possible moment to people in the next cen- 
~ye¢t the accident was by no means uniw- 

I, even in the minor sense of speculation 
Md curiosity. 
ne to such inquiries there would be no end. 
wg are not accessory to the proot of the gross 

Mischievous folly of the reasoner, who 
Tore iustify an omission of his own, on the 
fay of its non-importance to posterity. That 

ie shown in the fact, that it may be unim- 
Pong & century hence, but vitally important 

Rext day—that it may wot be practically 
: ely to our grandchildren, and yet immedi- 
Ming 210" to ourselves. The maxim is too 

the suggestion of those busy Fiends [our 
] rd Passions and selfi-h vices) who palter with 

fla double sense—keeping the letter, but | 
iy 3, © Epirit of promise—and rendering what | 
Page 0% queniiz| in the grave, a matter of 

Potency while our temporal interests are | 
bee. 

ES Crinience 

ze From the London Athenmum. 
AND COST OF THE GREAT PY- 

RAMID 
Ti Great Pyramid originally occupied an 
Bt 588,939. 504 superficial feet, or almost 

and a half English acres, the side of the 
10g 767,424 feet The original per- 
height of this structure was479 feet, 

total contents of solid masonry equal to 
cubic feet, including carriage, ma- 

and workmanship, the cost of such a 
; would be £4 470,040 Again, the 
Ty of the Great Pyramid would be suffi- 

q OF the erection of 1120 columas, each 
'Y feet equare, and of the height of the 

ent of London, which is 202 feet; or if yj : : 
aig Paving stones, four inches iu thickness 
Al & space equal 10 6.153 acres. The 
['S of which this great work is composed 

3 ; y squared, but built in regular courses 
+ TOM two feet 2 inches 10 four fect ten 
in thickness, the joints being properly 

throughout, The stone used for casing 
tor, and for the lining of the chambers 

Mam es, was obtaised from the Gebel 
Hihy »0n the Arabian side of the Valley 

Nile ; it jn a compact limestone, called by 

mitt: “swine stone,” or * stinkstone,” 
the hoek Pe when struck, a fetid odor, where- 

Son the Lybyan side of the valley, 

po Pyramid stone, are of 2 loose granu- 
; pte) aboundipg with marine fossils, 

deg ently unfit for fine work, and lia- 

for in The mortar used for the casing 

Sire}, rg of the passages was comp 

i Ae lime ; but that in the body of the py- 

N compounded of ground red brick, 

» Nile earth, and crushed granite, or of 
a stone and lime, and in some 
Tout, or liquid mortar, of desert sand 

iar only has been used. It is worthy of 
Rotice, that the joints of the casing 

Which were discovered atthe base of 

i front, as aleo_in the passiges, are | ed as held in trust by the nation within whose 

: 10 be scarcely perceptible. The 

ele, we ¢8, roughly - re the required 

Pin Te built in horizontal layers, corres- 

Wag, With the courses of the py
ramid itself, 

ia yard finished as to their outer surface, 

4 10 the usual practice of the ancients.
 

0 insure the stability of the super 

Albury oie rock was levelled 10 a fat bed, 
of the rock was stopped up is horizon: 

A at] in chickaess with the courses 

——————e 

PR Mu Hunt's Merchaat’s Magazioe. 

Mg 0. REVOLUTIONS IN THE COM- 
N rm 5 39g OF THE 
we ORLD* 

Meg Seat revolutions in the commercial in 
leh ede globe appear to be impending, 
Portgg, = fail to be attended with the most 

: hr to the progress of civi- 
: are— 
phe Te-opening the anciest route be- 

frp 2® Red tnd the East ladies, by Egypt 
the jr Bea, which must inevitably result 

feung; Provements in steam navigation and 

ky 5 & Dew Mahommedan dynasty on 

Unit 

The the Nile. 
the yy, °Pfning a new route from Europe 

oy ed States to the East Indies and 
Unigqy: "*5t* of America, by an artificial 
a between the Atlantic and Pa- 

oo the isthmus which connects the 
linents of North and South Ame- 

. 
A 

Bs ater fom the Hon. H. Wheaton, Uni- 
Arkgp ~ at Berlin, addressed to J. 

LL of 

at Washingtos. 

The vast importasce of the latter to the 
word in general cannot admit of a question ; 
end its importarre to the United States is en- 
hanced by the increased facilities which the 
zoustruction of a canal sach as that originally 
attempted to be established by the Piolemies 
across the Isthmus of Suez must give to the 
commercial intercourse of Europe and Asia. 
From the earliest ages of human history the 
‘commerce of India has been regarded as the 
perennial source of wealth and sure basis of 
maritime power Venice and Genoa carried 
iton by Egypt and the Black Sea. When Vasco 
de Gamo discovered the new route by the Cape 
of Good Hope, these flourishing commercial 
republics fell from their high and palmy state of 
prosperity. The most strenuous efforts are now 
making to re-open these old channels of trede, 
and discover rew routes into the heart of Asia. 
Lines of steamers are established from Marseil- 
les and Trieste to Alexandria and Beyrout. 
Other lines descend the Danube, now connected 
withthe Rhine by the Ludwig canal, and from 
thence sail across the Black Sea to Trebizond. 
The rulers of the Austrian empire are not 
slumbering, as many suppose, but are deeply 
considesing how its vast natural resources may 
be best developed by the application of steam 
power by land and by sea. When the railroad 
communication shall bave been completed from 
Vienna to Trieete, the Mediterranean, the Black 
sea, the Baltic, and the German ocean will be 
cempletely knit together; and Central and 
Northern Europe will have the choice of three 
routes to the East—by the Rhine, the Daunbe 
and the Black sea; by the Euphrates and the 
Persian Gulf: and by the Rhine, the Adriatic, 
the Nile, and the Red sea. Great Britain, 
France, Russia, asd Germany are all striving 
to ouistrip each other in this race. Europe 
seeks to avoid the lengthened route round the 
Cape of Good Hope by connecting the Mediter- 
ranean with the Red sea ard the Persian gulf. 
We must seek to avoid the lengthened route 
round Cape Horn by connecting the Caribbean 
sea with the Pacific ocean. The French en- 
gineers who planned the canal across the Isth- 
mus of Susz daring Bonaparte’s expedition to 
Egypt, calculated that it would save one third 
the distance and one fifth the time in navigation 

| from the southern ports of France to the East 
| ladies. The United Biates would have at least 
10,000 miles of distance and a proportional 
emount of time in their navigation to the north- 
west coast of America and to China by sub- 
stituting the route across the isthmus which 
connects the two American continents for that 
round Cape Horn. The opening a water com- 
munication from one sea to the other, some- 
where between the Gali of Mexico and the 
Gulf of Darien, thus becomes of vital impor- 
tanee to us. Our national interests, commer- 

cial, political, and social, are all deeply invol- 
ved in the question. The necessity of compe- 
ing with other rival nations for the new trade 
now epening with the Celestial empire, from 
which the veil of mystery has been rudely torn; 
of exerting our established commerce with the 
wesiern coasts of the two American continents 

and the Polynesian archipelago; of giving in. 
creased facilities tothe whale fishery, and of 
establishing a more direct communication with 
our territories beyond the Recky mountains 
and our naval stations in the Pacific ocean: all 
these circumstances combine to augment the 
importauce and urgency of this great question. 

A new and increased interest has been given 
to the sutject by the measures adopted at the 

last session of Congress for establishing diplo- 

matic intercourse with China and the indepen. 
dent isles of the Pacific ; by the vast schemes of 

colonization wiready in a train of execution by 
Great Britain in Australasia and New Zealand; 

and by the recent discussson in the Freach 

Chambers upon those planned by France. It is 

not meant that our government should seek ex- 

clusive advantages for itsell or its citizens. 

Such great artificial communications between 
the continents of both hemispheres ought to be 

free, like the natural passages of the straits, the 

sounds, the guifs, and the great rivers which 

wash the shores of different countries; and for 

this purpose these works ought to be consider- 

territory they may be constructed for the com- 

mon use of all mankind. There is surely 

enough of the spirit of mutual concession, of 
respect for the public law of the civilized 

world, and of political wisdom ameng the mar- 

{time powers principally interested, to devise 

regulations by which the passage once marked 

out and rendered practicable by the constructi- 

on of artificial works, may be neutralized and 

enjoyed in common by all nations, upon th» 

payment of moderate and reasonable tolls, ac- 

cording to the principles laid down by the 

Congress of Vieana in respect to the navigation 

of the great European rivers. 

The Illastrious philosopher to whom we are 

so much indebted for our knowledge of the 

geography of the American continents, in 

speaking more than five and thirty years ago on 

this subject, of which he has never sisce lost 

sight, uses the following emphalic expressions 
: 

« When a caval of communication shall unite 

the two oceans, the productions of Nootka 

sound and of China will be brought neare
r to 

Europe and the United States by more than 

two thousand leagues. Then, and then only, 

will mighty changes be effected in the political 

state of Oriental Asia; for this narrow tongue of 

land, against which the waves of the
 Atlantic 

have so long beat in vain, has been for ages 

the bulwark of the indepeudence of China and 

Japan."t 

boldt, Essai Politique sur la Nouvelle 

nen tome i, p 242. Second edition. 

The first edition was published in 1508. 

From the Melek ambookos Magazise. 
AW. 

Isat Law a curious iiing, take i
t altogether * 

An adept in it must needs know all the prece- 
dents, ull the legal discussions and liugations, 
must read innumerable volumes, filled with 
innumerable subtleties aud cohesions, and writ 
ten it an unioteiligible jargon ; must study rules 
by whieh a certain class of future events shall 
be judged, when those events can oply be 
partially and imperlecily foreseen; a rule 
which never varies, while the cases never 
agree,—a law which is general while the cases 
are 1ndividual,—a law where the panalty is 
uniform, while the justice or injustice of the 
case is continually different. Who, ** in view 
of these things,” can wonder that the worse 
is often made to appear the better reason? 
Does not a lawyer triumph most, and acquire 
most fame, when he can gain a cause in the 
very teeth of the law he professes to support 
and revere 1 Who is the greatest lawyer? 
Not he who can most enlighten, but he who 

can most perplex and confound the understand- 
ing, and embroil and mislead the intellect of 
jidge and jury. We have before usa striking 
Wlustration of these remarks, in an unsettled 
case inthe Court of Errors, on an appeal from 

a decree of the Chancellor, A wife and mo- 

ther, well stricken in years, leaves the bed and 

board of her husband in consequence of long- 

contiaued ill-treatment, and by ‘* her next 

friend” sues for alimony. Her husbund, it ap- 

pears in evidence is an ‘“ unclean beast” per- 
sonally ; moreover, he throws his tea cup at her 

at the tables, will not permit her to have a fice 

in the room in which she is ill, though it is in 
the depth of winter, but opens doors and win- 

daws to freeze her out ; orders all the beds to 
be taken down, that she may not sleep; goes 
ahout the house at times and threatens to 
throw his wife into the well, when she is seat- 

ed on a chair, pushes her out of it, and when 
she takes another, pushes her out of that also, 
and so for.h. Now, reader, it would amuse 
you to look over the * Poinis en the part of 
the Appellant” in this case. By his * next 
friend” the cttorney, he complains that vice- 
chancellors are exceeding their credentials in 
assuming to be ** Chesterfield censor® of the 
lesser morals 1° He admits, indeed, that the 
husband was * uncourteous, in rudely throwing 
his tea-cup inctead of bending it respectfully 
to the lady in waiting,” meaning the wile 
aforesaid ; that he was guilty cf impoliteness in 
capriciously demanding an exchange of chairs ; 
that he certainly did vse * an inconsiderate 
expressien regarding the well ;” but that in 
driving his wie out of her sick room, by open~ 
ing all the doors and windows on a cold winter 
day, he was only *“ enforcing wholesome exer- 
cise ag a substitute for prejudicial inaction !” 
All these examples, let us add, are of the Jeeser 

grievances which the unhappy woman suffered 
year after year; yet the ** deeds without a 

pame” are softened or defended with equal 

plausibility snd ingenuity. The counsel for the 

appellant objects to the interference of the law- 
officers with such matters. ** Courts of Chan- 
cery,” says he with true Johnsonian grandilo- 
quence, ** cannot, like ecclesiastical tribunals 
or inquisitions, regulete, by means of auricular 
confession and domiciliary visitation, connubial 
rights and duties! The Chancellor's doctrine 
would perpetuate wordy wars and family feuds, 
and give to conjugal exterwauling more than fe- 
line vitality 1” But hold, we are *¢ interfering 
between man and wife,” an injodicious act, as 
"tis said. 

THE LAND OF HEAVEN. 

There isa land where sunbeams shiae, 

For ever in the azure eky ; 

And in that land, the happy band 
Of angels never, never die, 

There sits in light a God of might, 
Whose presence is eternal spring ; 

Whose name and praise, through endless days, 
Culestial hosts of seraphs sing. 

There, high above, replete with love, 
Dwells Christ who gave himself for man ; 

Whose blood was shed to raise the dead 
From evil’s power and Salan’s ban. 

There is a grace that ev'ry trace 
Of guilt and fear can purge and heal ; 

A quick’ning breath that sin and death 
Can put away and life reveal. 

Would'st thou now read the title deed 
Of this blest land—the name that’s given; 

Then, reader, look within the book 

Ol God's own Word,—that land is Heaven, 
BY GEO, ASPINALL, 

es een 

THE LAST STAGE COACHMAN. 

* “That's the rail,” said he, between his set 
teeth **Itis,” said I considerably embarrassed 
“ Dit!” said the excited stage coachman: 
and [ confess I felt a strong internal convicti- 
on that the next day's paper would teem with 
horrible railway accidents in every column. 
« 1 did my utmost to oppose 'em,” said the 
stage coachman, in soltened assents. 1 was the 
Jast that guy in, ! kep’ a loosing day after day, 

and yet | worked on; I wos determined to doo 
ny dooty, and I drove a coach the last day 
with aa old hooman and a carpet bag inside, avd 
three little boys and sevea wopping empty ports 
manteaus outside, “I wos determined my 
last kick to have some passengers to show 10 
the rail, 80 I took my wife and children cos 
nobody else wouldn't go, and then we guv in. 
Howa'ever, the last time as [ was on the r 
didn’t go and show em an empty coach— we 
wasn’t full, but we wasn’t empty ; we wos game 
to the last!” A grimsmile of triumph lit up 
the features of the deposed coachman as he 
gave vent to this assertion. He took hold of 
rae by the buttom hole, and led the way into 
the house, This landlord wos an austerious 
sort of a man,” said he, ** he used to hobserve 

that be only wished a railway committee woutd 

dine at his house, he’d pisen ’em all, and emi- 
grate ; and he’d ha’ done it, too! 1 did not 
venture to doubt this, stage coachman continu- 
ed. “I've smoked my pipe by the hour toge- 
ther in that fire place ; I've read the Times ad- 
vertisements and perlice reports in that box till 
1 fell asleep ; I've walked up and down this here 
room a saying all sorts of things about the rail 
und a bursting for happiness. Outside this very 
door I've bin adrowned in thankys from ladies 
for never lettin’ nobody step through their band 
boxes. The chambermaids used to smile, and 
the dogs used to bark, whenever I came. But 
is all over now—the poor feller as kep’ this 
place takes tickets of a etation, and the cham- 
ber:nain makes scalding hot tea behind ‘a ma. 
huggany counter for people as has no time to 
drink itin I” As the stage coachman uttered 
these words, a contemptous sneer puckered 
his sallow cheek. He led me back into the 
yard—the ruined appearance of which looked 
doubly mournful under the faintrays of moon- 
light that every here and there stole through 
the dilapidated walls of the stable. An owl 
hud taken up his abode, where the chief ostler’s 
bedroom had once rejoiced in the grotesque 
majesty of huge portraits of every winner of 
every ** Derby,” since the days of Epsom. 
The bird of night flew heavily off at our a 
proach, and my companion pointed gloothily 
up to the fragments olodid watt eaten wood, 
the lust relics of the stable left. “ He wos a 
great friend of mine, wos that h’ostler,” eaid 

| tne coachman, “but he’s left this railway-bo~ 
thered world—he was finished by the train.” 
At my earnest entreaty to hear further, he cen- 
tinued :—** When this hold place wos guv'up 
and ruinated, the hostler, as’ud never look at 
the rail before, went down to have a sight of 
it, and as he wos a leaning his elbow on the 
wall, and a wishing as how he had the stabling 
of all the steam b’ingens (he'd ha’ done ’em 
justice 1), wot should he see, but one of his 
osses as was thrown out of employ by the rail, 
a walking along jist where the train was comin! 
Bill jumped down, and as he was a leading of 
him Woff up cones the train, ‘and went over 
his leg and cut the ’os in two—**Tom,’, tays 
he to me when we picked him up, * I'm goin’ 
eleven miles an hour, to the last stage as is left 
for me to do. I've always done my dooty with 
the oeses ; I've bin and done it now—bury that 
poor oss and me out of the noise of the rai ” 
We got the surgeons to him, but he never spoke 
no more, poor Bill ! poor Bill!" ) 

—— 

New Works. 

Events of a Military Life. By William 
Henry, Esquire. 

NOCTURNAL RAINS. 
“I presume that every body, conversant 

with the local peculiarities of Lisbon, is aware 
of the occurrence of periodical nocturnal rains 
there, regularly throughout the year ; beginnin, 
between ten and eleven o'clock, p m. pr | 
lasting generally about two heurs. One re- 
markable peculiarity is, and this fall of rain is 
limited to the city and its suburbs ; through 
showers of the same description, occurring at 
the same time, are common in other large citi- 
es throughout the kingdom. The confinement 
of the rains 10 the towns is a beneficent ar- 
rangement of nature ; for unlike all other show- 
ers, they are very prejudical to vegetation. 
Another singularity connected with them—a 
phenomenon not yet explained by any meteor— 
ological laws with which we are acquainted— 
isa kind of warning, or premonition, before 
they take place ; infact, a rumbling in the 
clouds immediately over the city, but at no 
great elevation, somewhat resembling the hu- 
man voice, and most probably of electric origin 

As the inhabitants of Lisbon dislike much to 
be caught in this rain, which is often charged 
with noxious atoms from the upper strata of the 
atmosphere, and have been morbidly sensitive 
of strange sounds in the air evensince the great 
earthquake of 1775, which was preceded by 
noiges of this kind,—~they are always on the 
alert about the time of the expected setting in 
of the nightly shower, and as soon as some 
such eabalistic sound as ** agao vew !” is heard, 
a lively sensation is felt in the streets, and eve- 
ry body houses himself with great dispatch. 
Immediately the rain descends in tcrrents, par- 
ticularly in the narrow and lofty streets, where 
they fall like a water spout.” 

WELLINGTON CROSSING THE DOURO. 
In this rapid journey he crossed the Douro, 

under far more dangerons circumstances than 
those of the rope bridge at Alcantara, where I 
had the honour to meet him, for at Miranda he 
ventured into a emall basket, hung on a rope, 
stretching from one high rock to another, the 
boiling stream, and thus, in this giddy seat, 
three hundred feet above the water, did this 

fearless man traverse a river, which has deri- 

ved the main part of its modern celebrity from 

his great deeds upon its banks.” 

Directions for Prayer.—** We are directed 
to commence our prayer with ** Our Father,” 
How much of love, of tenderness, of forbear- 
ance, of kindness, of liberality, is embedied in 
that word—children of the same Father, mem- 
bers ot the same great human family! Love 
ia the bond of union—love dwelleth in the heart 
and the heart must be cultivated, that the seeds 
of aflection may germinate int *—Sam Slick. 

“Sally,” said an amorous swain to his intend- 

ed, ** give me a kisa; you will, Sall?, ‘No, 
1 shan’t,” said Sally ; “ help yourself.” 

Magie of Good Temper.—A cheerfel temper, 
joined with innocence, will make beauty at- 
tractive, knowledge delightful, and wit good 
natured. It will lighten sickuess, poverty, and 
affiiction, convert ignorance into an amiable 
simplicity, and render deformity itself agreeable. 


