
THE GLEANER, &c. 

ert, the royal animal rises from his lair to sally 
forth ifi"quest' of prey. His voice may then be. 
heard in the distance’: it commences with a. 
low murmuring, which gradually increases, un- 
til at'last it becewies a fearful and terrific roar, 
like the rolling of thunder, and is audible at a 
distance ' of two miles. The whole animal 
kingdem trembles, and evinces the greatest 
fear when the king of the beasts is heard; the 
sheep’ tremble us if ‘attacked with ague, place 
their heads tegether, and endeavour to hide 
themselves’; the horses break out into a sweat 
with fear;*and the dogshurry away as fast as’ 
they ean to finda place of refuge. In fine, all 
the beasts are seized with the most unequivo- 
cal terror when the lion makes his approach 
known. Should a caravan happen to be near 
the gpot,’it is impossible to keep the camels 
together, they leap about in ali directions, and 
are scattered abroad umder the influence of 
fear, I myself once had an opportunity of wit- 
nessing a scene of this kind. On arriving in 
my travels at the wells of Semmeria, we sud- 
denly heard a murmuring noise afar, resemb- 
ling the rolling of bailsin an empty barrel ; but 
we were goan acquainted with its true cause 
when it gradually increased to that terrible thun- 
derlike roar. With the first perception of this 
noise, the camels belonging to onr caravan 
suddenly took fright, aud instantly separated in 
all directions. The men and the cases were 
thrown off, and if one of the riders happened 
happened to keep his seat at the first alarm, he 
was subsequently necessitated to leap down to 
avoid being felled by the branches of the trees; 
for we were unfortunately near a forest of mi- 
mosas, and every one was in danger of being 
tern by their large spines. This confusion, 
however, did not last long, for the lion took 
quite an opposite direction 10 the route of our 
caravan ; but a wholeday was lest in collect- 
ing the goods thathad been thrown off, or torn 
down by the trees, and one of the camels stray- 
ed to agreat distance. 

Tommumications. 
Mr. Editor,—In your last publication, 

the communication” signed an * Obser- 
ver,” I took great pleasure in running 
over, It gives me infinite satisfaction, 
in perceiving that there is one individual, 
emerging irom the shades of retirement, 
to support my friend ““ Amicus,” who 
deserves great encomiums bestowed 
on him, for his praiseworthy exertions in 
endeavoring to stimulate the young men 
of this community to organize a Literary 
Society. 

It is astonishing, Mr. Editor, that they 
are 50 lost to intellectual improvement, 
and so degraded in their ideas of Literary 
pursuits. Who knows but there may be 
some'latent talent, that requires but an 
opportanity to develope itself with a bril- 
liancy, that would surpass the poetic 1a- 
lenis of a W., whose dreams would be 
confined to more exalted regions- than 
that of smoothshillings—whose eloquence 
would astonish Amerioa itself, and be 
re-echoed from Britain’s sea-girt share ? 
To the youth of Chatham I‘would say— 
Arouse yourselves to mental activity— 
—Genius lies hid—Throw off the clouds 
that encompass your intellectual atmos. 
phere, and let a gleam of sunshine vivify 
vour dormant faculties—Burst the tram- 
mels of ignorance, and shew 10 an admi- 
ring. . community, that you are not 
past redemption; as regards liter- 
ary attainments, “Amicus” has truly 
said, that young ‘men, instead of letting 
the current of their mind run on Literary 
improvement, ‘employed their leisure 
houts in the mierry dance, &c. This is a 
deplorable, a’ lameatable fact;. hut to 
this may be added other detestable evils, 
such as card-playing, (which * Observer’ 
justly depreciates) partaking of intoxica- 
ting beverages, masticating and smoking 
tobaceo: withrespect to the last mentioned 
evil, it 1s.one which demands their most 
serious consideration.” Oh! that some of 
our young friends would relinquish the 
most disgusting habit of dissipating the 
Indian weed in an evanescent substance 
through the medium of combustion. 
They cannot be aware of its pernicious 
effects upon the system already is it sap- 
ping ihe foundation of thair existence— 
clogging the secretions—exsiccating the 
-Tespiratory- organs—impairing the func- 
tions of the heart and arteries, by an un- 
ceasing stimulus—oceasioning dyspepsia 
with its long train of nervous diseases, 
and lastly, weakening the powers of the 
intellect, 
Mark the emaciated countenance, the 

nervous agiiation when excited; that so frequently follows the use of Tobacco. 
How disgusting to see places of worship, shops, and their homes, contingally delu- ged by floods of ‘tobacco-tinctared saliva, 
Oh! that they would, as they valae their 
health and their happiness, in this transi- tory scene of existence; as they valuethe 
welfare of coming Zenerations, deracin- 
ate that abominable practice, and let not 
their path tothe silent tomb be paved 
with tobacco pipes. In conclusion, + I 
again reiterate, let the aforesaid youth of 
Chatham, tarn their attention te literary 
pursuits, beeding not the idle babbler, 

abundant harvest. 

(who takes ‘ignorance is bliss” as his 
motto); and they will reap a rich and 

Hoping that my weak 
efforts may take effect, 

I remain, yours sincerely, 
J’ATI OUBLIE MON NOM." 

December 11, 1844, : 

As we conceive the grounds on which the 

Commissioner of Bankrupts. refused a 
Certificate’ of Conformity in the fol- 
lowing case, to be important to persons 

engaged in business, we procured ‘a 

copy of the decision, which we publish 

for the information of all who may be | 
concerned 

INTHE MATTER OF JOHN FLYNN, 
A BANKRUPT. 

In this case, the granting of a Certificate to 
the Bankrupt, was opposed on three grounds’; — 

1st. Fraudulent representation by ' the 
Bankrupt, by which he obcained credit for 
large amount, which is still unpaid. : 
20d. The fraudulent misapplication of pro- 

perty, which ought to have been applied to the 
payment of his debts. 

3rd. That the Bankrupt hasnot satisfactori- 
ly accounted. for the property and funds of 
which he. was. possessed. 

It appears from the évidence in this case, 
that in the year 1836 the Bankrupt owned 
several tracts of land on the North West Branch 
of the Miramichi, andvits tributaries, and in 
that year he commenced dealing with Messrs, - 
Joseph Cunard & Company, and was exten 
sively engaged in lumbering up to the Spring of 
1842, and itdoes not appear that during that 
period there had been a settlement between 
them. On'the 19th of June, 1540, he convey— 
ed the property on which be resided to his el 
dest son, Edward Thomas Flynn, then aud still 
a Minor ; and in the same year he purchased 
another property, ‘which he conveyed to his * 
younger sons—Patrick and Francie. It ap- 
pears that previous to that time he owed debts 
which are still due, and that the parties were 
not paid, although they frequently demanded 
payment. : { 

In August, 1841, he was arrested at the sit 
of Messrs. Cunards, for £2000; and he then 
gave them as security for the amount then dae, 
Mortgages on all his. lands in Northumberland 
and Gloucester; anda Bill of Sale of all higtim- 
ber then made in the woods; ‘and ‘he entered 
into an agreement to make from one to two 
thousand tons for them,andmark it at the stump, 
with a mark agreed upon, and Messrs. Cunards 
were to advance “to the said John Flyna, in 
such manner as would answer the demands he 
was then owing, to the extent of £600” At 
the time of maxing this agreement, the Bank. 
rupt represented the quantity of timber made 
in the woods 10 be. much larger than it 
really was, and led Messis, Cunards to suppose 
that £600 would pay all his other debts, and 
and that ae would require a very small quanti- 
ty of supplies to get out the quantity of timber 
agreed upon  t appears that Messrs. Conards 
advanced a much: larger amount than they 
agreed to do, as he now stands indebied to 
them over £4000, 
The Bankrupt never gave delivery of the 

timber conveyed to Messrs. Cunard by the 
Bill of Sale, as he agreed to ‘do, and evaded 
doing so under the plea that his men would 
not work, it they fcund our be had done so 
In ihe winter of 1842, he made a quanuty of 
umber, butdid not mark it as sgreed upon 
and in the spring of the year, before the timber 
was rafted, he made a delivery 10 fis men of a 
sufficient. quantity to pay their wuges This 
he snbgequeantly ascertained would take 600 
tons, and that there would then beonly 600 
tons remaining ; the whole quuntliy brought to 
market being very litte more than he repre- 
sented to Messrs. Cunards the simmer previois 
that he had then made, and litle more than 
sufficient to pay half the amount advanced by 
Messrs. Cunards after the agreement And 
instead of giving: them the remuinder of the 
timber, he, on the third af June, delivered it to 
Messrs. Gilmoor, Rankin & Co, to whom he 
wasqot iudebted, for the purpose of paying 
certain of his creditors who ‘were dealing with 
them. After this delivery he drew on Messrs. 
Cunards {or supplies to enable him to complete 
his rafting. By these acts of the Bankrupt, 
Messrs. Canards were placed in a far worse 
position than they were when they arrested 
him ; and the only reason the Bankrupt assigns 
for this undue preference, is that he thought it 
best to owe all to one. He appears not only to 
have preferred certain creditors and paid them 
in full; knowing he could not pay all, but in 
some instances has eetually overpaid them, and 
in his settlement ‘wath his men -he not only paid 
them all that he owed them, but paid debts for 
some who were actually indebted to him. 
The Bankrupt states that at the time he 

conveyed higproperty to his children; he thought 
he could pay his debts, but was not exactly 
aware of the state of his affairs. - He well knew 
that he owed money to persous who were ur- 
gent for payment ; that he had long unsettled | 
accounts, and that until these were seitled, it | 
was impossible for him to tell how he stood ; 
still he makes no. endeavor to pay his debts, | 
or get a settlement of his account, but conveys | 
property to his children which he had purcha- | 
sed and paid for by raising money on a note; 
drawn by himself, and discounted at the Bank. 
The Bankrupt Laws are not only made for 

the relief of Debtors and the security of Credi- ' 
tors, but also {or the prevention of fraud ; and 
our Provincial Act, by which I am goveraed, 
requires me to look at the conduct of the Bank- 
rupt as a Trader, before as well asafter his 

the Bankrupt has conducted himself as a man 
ic business should have done, after conysying 
the test of his property to his children without 
value, be has obtained credit to a very large 
‘amount, and can give no other account of how 
he hasdisposed of the property that has come 
inte his hends, further than that both himself 
and the persons whom he employed, had neg- 
lected their business. 

It has been very strongly urged that Messrs. 
Cunards have get all the earnings of the Bank~ 
‘rupt, from the time he commenced dealing 
with them jn 1836. This may be all true, pnd 
‘it may be that the profits they have derived 
from their dealings with him, are more than 

not now deciding either the extent or the just- 
ness of their claim ; they have not ranked on 
the estate, and therefore [ have nothing to do 
with their account farther than to enable me to 
judge of the dealings of the Bankrupt. But 
there are other creditors who have lodged 
claims, and who certainly have not derived 
rofit. 

i Nicholas Malone, a creditor on the estate, 
states thut he gave the Baokrupt’s wife £35 to 
keep for him ; that after repeatedly asking the 

| the balance now due them; if this was the case, , 
1t cannot have any bearing on this case, Iam, 

bankrupt for the amouat, in May, 1839, he | 
succeeded in getting his note of hand, but from 
that time to the present, has not been enabled 
to get payment. This man is entirely over- 
looked in the distribution of the timber, while 
Sweeney, who wae indebted to the bankrupt 
£15 5 3, received five tons, and Keegan, who 
was indebted to him £6 9 6, received eight. 

I think, therefore, that the bankrupt has 
misapplied property which ‘should have been 
applied to the payment of his debts ; and that 
he has not satisfactorily accounted for the pro- 
perty and funds of which he was possessed 
I' cannot ‘say “there has not been a full 
discovery, but from all the evidence I can come 
to no other conclusion, than that the bankrupt 
has either not made a full discovery, or that he 
has misrepresented the state of bis «ffuirs, and 
thereby "obtained credit ‘for a large wmount, 
which ig still unpaid 
On the ‘three grounds, therefore, I refuse the 

cert.ficate. 

For the Gleaner. 

$4 litile learning is a dangerous thing.” —Pope. 

Sir,—The communications which have lately 
appeared in your paper on the propriety of in- 
stituting a Debating Society in Chatham, remind 
me of a Dialogue to which 1 listened lately, 
between an intelligent gentleman, a’ stranger, 
and one of ouryoung clerks. It ‘was’ as fol- 
lows :— : ; 

Stranger: How do you young men of this 
community spend your time?’ 

Clerk: O, quite well, sir! 

Stranger: 1 mean, how do you employ your 
spare; or leisure hours? 

Clerk: “We have none. 
Stranger: How! "You do not mean to say, 

that you have uo ‘time, but° what is spent be- 

hind the connter, or at the desk ? 
Clerk : ~ Yes I We rige'before the sun ; and 

without taking time to cast on a clean collar, 
we hasten to the store. ' "We remain there, 
durmmg the summer, *tll 30 c’elock at night; 
and *ull nine during wintery by which time we 
are usually so fatigued, that ityis'with difficulty 
we manage to pull off our boots, strip, and 
€ turn in.” ¥ : 
. Stranger: H Vyour chain isheavier 
to drag than was tnat of the African slave ; and 
your condition more degrading. What sort of 
merchants will you clerks make? 
Clerk : Oh, very good, ir, if we have but 

the means. 
Stranger: Humph! 

—1 presume you mean: 
Stranger: Young man, the clerks of Chatham, 

of every grade, should petition their employ- 
ers, to permit them to “shut shop,” at an ear- 
ly hour during the Winter. oI will guarantee, 
that a sense of duty; and their personal interest 
in the matter, will induce the merchants to 
comply cheerfully with, your resolution. = The 
remaining portion of every evening should be 
diligently employed by you in the acquisition 
of useful knowledge, through the medium of a 
Teacher ; or the perusal of well-selected Books 
and Periodicals. Have you not a Library in 
Chatham ? 

Wealth-—not Wisdom 

Clerk . There were two or three, but they 
are gone. 

Stranger: Gone! Where? 
Clerk = I don’t know, ir ; but they talk of 

getting up a Debating Society. 
Stranger: J amino enemy to Debating So- 

cielies; they areexcellent institutions, if excel 
lently conducted. Young men, who are how- 
ever, ‘in the. baby-clothes ‘of Literature, are 
usually fonder of hearing themselves speak, 
or admiring their own productions, than of lis- 
tening to the wisdom of their enperiors, or 
reflecting upon the commentaries of such ; mn 
a word, they are fonder of displaying their ig- 
norance, than ofacquiring knowledge. ( Turn- 
ing to me he added) We are all of us naturally 
fond of that which we may eall our own. 
whether that be the - offspring of our bodies, or 
the emanation of our mind. The young mother 

1d not fonder of her first-born child, than is the 
Law Student of his first spech, or first epistle, 
as it meets his admiring gazs in the columas 
of some newspaper. Speaking, however, ata 
Debating Society, or writing for a-newspaper, 

are alike preposterous and presumptuous, if 
the article written or spoken, be the mere in- 

fi‘ction of nonsense ; or if it possess no qualifi= 
cation to repay the time and patience of the 
reader or the listener. 

Liat your correspondents read and reflect. 
Out of these, as. good soil, speechifying and 
writing. will spring up, in due season. abun 

i ddntly. ) Ji Fs 
Baakruptey, In doing this, I cannot say that! Chatham, 12th December, 1844, 
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