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Nec ararearum sane tertus ideo melior, quia 'ex se fila gignunt, nec noster vilior quia ex alienis libamus ut apes.
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at s)omég IMPROVEMENT OF LAND.

orle8®  Jetier from G. B. Smith, Esq.of Bal-
ved I8 (:more to ‘' The Cultivator.” —1tis always
ng fom very gratifying to hear of the improve-
1he B \heni of old worn out or naturally poor
ormed B8 Iands, because it indicates the addition of
d 1o OB . 1id wealih to the country, and sets a

chionic®s
id fivelgs
lious hi

good example to others. Itis a question
weil worthy consideration, whether . a
ility, e 900d farm nay nol be made out of the
ility, B89 * st " old feld” i 4 ‘'Q !

t rheumf poorest " old field” in the old Stiates, at
he oght 20 expense much less than that involved
vith a @ in the emigraiion to, and purchase and

q < : .
percoBEDreparation of, a rich one, ia the western

hich W country ;more especially, if the sacrifices
1ence. @ incident thereto, be calculated in the ac-
ed, sl coant.. Be that as it may, however, the
ngs and Fimprovement of poor Jand in all “the old

dicinesy

P States, is an object of the first ‘impor-
all

tance, both to individuals and states, far-
g mers and towns-people, Letany ons look
about the environs ot the city of Baltimore

ag to pr= ? ; 13y
lescencliior example, or of Washington, or indeed
| sympofany where in the middle and southern

tracts of waste

ing the®@States, and see the large
t the n8and that meet his -view ‘a4t every ‘turn,
ably efi@nd then ask himself whether individuals,

er sid¥eities, towns and States, would not all be
ute and®penefited by the improvement of these
edy if B8] fields,” and their conversion to pro-
personsigable us But the thing "1% so evident
mplomERRh 4 1'rio argument can be ‘acquired ‘1o il-
e withB ctrate it The how, not tlhie- why, it
:::!r;,;’:n should be done, ij thie great point.  How
scence dean this poor old field be made to-produce
: thirty bushels'of wheat, forty of corn, and
ifty of oats, or two tons of hay to the
reee of IBAcre at'a cost thor will enable the ‘afore-
| sffrcti®®aid crops to yield afair interest on the
nd verfMnvestment and' a fair compensation for
cal clas8helabor 2" That' is the frequent ques-

es

of the #8ion ; and tén ‘thousand echioes answer,
.t aye, how ! Itis not interided now to
'{’,',""' “&8answer this question, but 10-make a few
4TI ['iremarks applicably to it, for' the 'purpose
agent Bof preparing the way for the answer at a
HMuture, but ‘not distant day. We often

ear of this and'that case of improvement
y this and that'man, and of the wonders
rn his ®2hey have” performed in the still more
liramichwonderfully short titne of so and <o many
e and sifiyears. These announcements ‘are always
Newcasf¥ery gratifying to'every body ; they are
hat he MB@agerly sent forth to all the world in the
he Mange wspapers, and are returned in grateful
and Figchoes upon thelimprover's'delighted ears.
atly o8 @hnd this is‘all right. ' It acts as a most
:“'“"J"Ed owerful excitani upon others that had
£ “,n’been more dilatory ; it stimulates an en-
uance olf€ourages them to do likewise. ‘Bui, uvn-
concelftor (unately, they are always, ‘or almost
hould lways, if not quite, accompaniedby the
rders IM¥ell known' fact, that the ‘improvers
e prompwere in possession of wealth and that
en. _J@nabled them to accomplish the wonders
M ’fi"‘:\@poken of.” They were “not obliged to
16, 1'4%&rn the bread they were eating, by the
—— ®weat of the brow, at the very time
they were making the improvements,
Lliey were not obliged to raise the inter-
| B8t on the debt incurred in the' purchase
28 o [ that very piece of [and, by hard work,
rIImLh it the very time they were ditching and
rkocdil ining. They had the means wherewith
. IWIG‘\,‘,;:CO lmprove, and thé time wherewithal o
do'itin. Andis i, wonderful, that with
pENCHEhese attributes of ability in full posses-

stances

.y be ghidion, they wade “the “jmprovements 2
misrule ®Would it notbe wonderfal if they had
Mot ? Still itisa good thing, no matter

8y what means it is accompiished 5 itis
¢Mn act that deserves praise ; just as docs
@he proper appropriation ofany and every
her faculty and means any of us possess
_And no more, Such improvers have
&imply performed an act of duty, which

ed and @hey owed tg themselves, their familjes
| frernot@nd their country—what else? But show
Qficts 40 the world a farm once impoverished or
15s. pépaturally poor, that has Yeen made fertile
or 208 3nd produciive, out of itsown resources,
c of po®y thejudicious management and indus-
AGENISEy - of the farmer, and that has in the
ean Lime maintained that farmer and

art, Beg' s {amily, besides paying some interest,
; ‘:Squlf"}nd posibly prmcxpal of the purchase mo-
ey, and all in the course of five or ey

the abo¥
mf)‘ for

ie, en
€0 years ; then the world will haye some-
Caie: Ming 10 hold up to its rural inhabitants

an example that they all can follow,
-k ;«)wcver commendable the otlier class of
on. mprovers may be, the latter ianfinitely
U:h‘inp
gire.
quire

tef

more so. The former, . bas  purchased a
i'valuable property, the latter .has made
l-one.. Farms may be found in many a
{:part of the country that have cost. their
owners almost as much; as it would 1o
have paved their entire surface with sil-
verdollars ; and yet.they are . pota whit
wmore productive than many  others that
| never cost.an extraneous cent. . Many .a
farm may now be seen inany part ol our
{ country, that five years since, would scar-
{cely pay for cultivation, but now yielding
{Hull; even heavy .crops, that have never
{feluihe influence of a particle of manure
or other fertilizer, that it had not, iiself
i prodeced. either- dicectly -or indirectly.
| This is a kind of improvement our farm-
ers want; this is the only. kind that can
I.-be generaly adopted..  The men that bav
{ money enough to improve land, are gene-
i rally those 1hat will make some use of it
{and the few,that will . approppiate. it 1o
[that object are rather exceptions.than
constitvents of  the rule. Much, .more
good, therefore, will result from the pub-
lications of instances! of  sell-improved
lands, and the process of .the iwprove-
ments, even though but a moderat degree
of excellence be obtained, than can possi-
ble sproceed from the dissemirnation of
facts: in, relation; to. paid-for improve-
ments, because the one proceeds from
the proper application of indusiry and in-

telligence; and. can  be universally  fol-
lowed as an example ; the other from  the
{.concentration of extranecus, means, and
can be imitated by but very few. No
one can object;to the application of for-

eign meansio0 this object, on. the con-
irary, the more they are . thus. applied the
better. Itis:good for, the individual
- mosi eoncerned ; it 1s good for the country
thai the gold .in his coffers should be
made to- enri¢h the, land.  But do not
hold him up as an example to be follow-
ed by those who have not the, means to
do likewise; and very few have; not
{one in ten thonsand probably—for it is
rather tantalizingfor a poor man to be
told that'he can make his land as rich
and productive .as his neighbour Dives,
if be will expend five or ten thousand dol-
lars ‘in its improvement ! Rather tell
him how {0 do it by the means he pos-
sesses, his industry, for thatis all his cap-
pital, and lay before hioy instances with
| details, of other cases that have succeeded
| by the same means. The man that shall
| raise from impoverishmenta piece of land
in this way, that/is by his own industry
| out of its own resources, deserves more
of his country than all the mere polirici-
ans that ever lived since the world was
formed.

From Hunt’s Merchants' Magazine.
GUANO, AND THE GUANO TRADE.

We hrought.together a number of facts
touching the progress of this new branch
of commerce, in the September number
of this. Magazine, and now add some
additional ieformation on the subject, de-
rived ftom a variety of authentic’ sour-
ces.

According to Liebig, the distinguished
German chemist, gnano has been used by
the Peruvians as a manure, since the
| twelfthicentury ; and its value wasconsi.

dered so inestimable that the government
cf the [ncas insued a decree, by whiich
| capital punishment was inflicted on any
| person found destroying the fowl on the
, Guano islands. Overseers were also ap-
pointed over each province, for the pur-
pose of insuring them farther protection,
Under thiss:ate of things, the accumula-
tion of the excrements may well have ta-
ken place. All these regulations are,
however, now abandoned. Rivero states
that the annual consumption of guano,
for the purpose of agriculture, amounts
to 40,000 fanegas. The increase of crops
obtained by the use of the guano, is very
remarkable. According o the same au-
thority, the erop of potatoes is increased
forty-five times by means of it, and that
of maize thir(y-ﬁ\"u times.  The manner
of applying the manure is singular.
Thus, in Africa, where so tmuch pepper
(capsicum baccatum) is cultivated, each
plant is manared three times, First upon
the appearence of the roots :. second, that
ol the le ; and lastly, upon the forma-
tion of the fruit—(Humboldt.) From

il be observed, the Peruvians

th
this, it w

i follow the plan of the Chinese, in manu-
ring the plant rather than the soil. The
composition of guano points out how ad-
mirable it is fitted for manure—for not
only «oes it contain ammonaical salts in
abundance, but also these inorganic con-
stituents which are indispensible for the
developement of plants.

The most recent analysis is that of
Volckel svho found it to consist of—Urate
of ammonia, 9.0: oxaiate of ammonia,
10.8; oxalate of lime, 7.0 ; phosphate ofl
ammonia, 6.0 ; phosphate of magnesia
and ammmoniag2.6 ; sulphate of potash,
5.5 ; sulphate of soda, 3:8 ; sal-ammoniac
4.2 ;. phosphate ol'lime, 14.3; clay and
sand, 4.7 ; organic substance pot estima-
ted, contaiping 12 per cent, of matter,
insoluble .in . water, .soluble  salts of
iron, in small quantity, water, 32:3—total
100.0, ,

Justus Liebig says that the importation
of one hundred weight.of guano is equal
to,, the importation. of  eight hundred
veight of wheal—so astonishingly fertile
in this-manure., . This is, encouraging to
the ten million of oat-meal livers of Great
Britain, ag immense quantities of it are
now coming from Africa.

We learn, from,a late,, London paper,
that ihe ship Leorecently arrived the
port of Berwick, witha,complete cargo of
guano, from Chincha, or the Bug islands.
The captain states that he loaded hiy ves-
sel (about 425 ons,) in forty-eizht hours,
she guanolying as thick as 300 feet ; and
that, had it not been for the trouble of
stowing, it might have been dong in four
or five hours. The guanp was conveyed
to.the hold of the vesel by means of a
canvas hose. .The Bug islands are three
in number, about 15 miles off Piseo
Thereds a'rock in the centre of the mid-
dle island, which is half a miile in djame-
ter.. Therock stands as a cort of land-
mark in the,ocean.. The rock appeared
1o bea kind of whitened boulder, so hard
that the crew were unable to procure a
fragmeny of it,  The captain visited only
two of the islands, and states that the air
vas very sirongly impregnated with am-
monia. The coast of Peru abounds with
auano. He describes Tabor in general to
be plentiful, and to be had about 3s. per
day, Enzlish money ; but he had 10 wait
a monih’ for 'his **turn,” as thev ‘were
thirty yvessels there. The population is
principaly a mixed race of Spaniards and
Peruvians, speaking Spanish; and, inthe
present undisturbed state of the coun-
try, says the “captain, “fond of plun-
der.”

A late British paper thus sums up th
prospect of the guano trade :—

“-As guano'is likely to come’ into ge-
neral use as an available and profitable
manure, an’idea may’ be form'u‘(l of“the
quantity uliimately required.’ There are,
for instance, in England and Wales, 25,
000,000 acres of land under cultivation,
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and almost 16,000,000 in' Ireland and
Scotland. Suppesing, however, that' gu-

ano beapplied, ultimately, to ‘only ‘cne-
twelfth of this*‘quantity, what a trade
would thas be creatéd ¥ Taking it for
oranted that an ‘acre would require about
5 . gdb

two hundred weight and a hdlf, 600,-
000 tons annually would 'be required;
while the import of this quantity would
employ some 1,200 vessels, of 500 tons
each.”

An intelligent gentleman of  Boston,
who has lately visited the different islands
on theiwest coast of Africa, at which gua-
no is obtained, publishes in .the coinmuns
ot the Boston Daily Advertiser, for the
benefit of commereial men, some account
of the extent to which the guamo trade
is.carried, by the English merchants,
who have realized speedy and ample (or,
tunes. As the information embraced in
his communication apppears to be au-
thentie, derived as it 1s from personal
knowledge, and an duthéntie source, we
have concluded’'to give it’ below, ‘in the
writer's own words 1 —

“ (Gudho is now a new article here, ge-
nerally supposed to be the excrement of
birds. - Such, hoewever, is not the faér
[t is the deeomposition of animal matter,
formed by the seals, in their periodical
visits to reefs or rocks, hily elevated
above the surface, ‘tromn titme iniiliemos
{ rial, for the parpose of sheddingand pup-

‘ping. The peagain has made

1od
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rookery. Nature being frail; in the ordi-

nary courseof events, the carcases of both

have been deposited here, and layer upon
| layer has been accumulating, and decom-
, positien taking place, until, on one pecu-
i liar island, it is found in a solid ‘mass, of
i ninety feetin depth, and three-quarters
|of amile in circumference. Speculators
{ and theorists have made four or five kinds,
{and given a different appearence to each,
;as interest- swayed them. There are,
i !wWever, but two .kinds, the pure and
| lmpure, both strongly impregnated with
{amonia—ihe former, moist aud adhesive,
tof the color and consistency of common
i clay, which is not decomposed ; the lat-
| terof a light brown, perfectly decomposed
iand appearing like pulverize¢ mortar.
I'The article, in its parity, can only be ob-
tained:in those parallels of latitude where
it never rains ; and the formation, of the
island must be peculiar, as it requires a
uniform and fervid heat, .to-act upon- it.
is uses . are various, both for chemical
and agricultural pugposes, and. appears
as though designed by an all wise. Provi-
dence  for. the purpose of resuscitating
worp out and exhausted soil. But to the
islands :—The firstiin order is Possession,
a barren ste of sand, i1s arid surface
strewed with the bounes of seal, and pre-
senting every appearence of having” been
lately visited for guano. . 'The nextin or-
der are the islandss of Shark, Seal, and
Penguin, in Angra, Pequena bay ; at 1he
former of which we saw some six British
Is loading.  The article, however,
was impure, being obtained in the chasms
{and fisures ol rocks ; consquently not de-
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' 'We, next proceeded  to Ichaeboe,

s . v
f‘ Here g scene met our view-{or which we
{

ctiy unprepared. . A large fleet
{of English shipping, thirty-¢ix in number,
| of the larges! ss, clustering about a
(meund of earrh, isolated in its position,
{ barren on its surface, but teeming  with
| this new substance, guano, in all'its pu-
rity. The appearance of ihe island is si~
milar 10 a tea-cup inverted; as to natural
position.  The forest of masts weould in-
chine the stranger to suppose he was wen-
ding his way. to a thriving commercial
seaport ; but the eye wanders in vain for
the cheerfy), quiet abode of wman. Deso-
lation bounds the prospect on one side,
aud the broad expanse of ocean on the
{other. One little spot alone appears—a
human beehive—the centre of all this at-
traction—ihe island of Iechaboe. It pre-
sents the appearance of a huge, fortress,
with all its ramparts and. abutments—
ach. party, as they work in, leaving
their walls perpendicular ; and, so hard is
the substance, it is necessary 10 use not
only the pickax, but the beetle and wedge,
throngh the sides of the pits, as they are
termed, the remains of both seal and fowl
are tound protruding, and the writer of
this article has taken penguin eggs, in a
perfect state of preservation, seventy feet
tfrom the surface. Upon our arrival here,
a stranger, the first .unfolding the stars
and stripes, some difficulty occurred in
loading. This however, was speedily
remedied, and we started, homeward-
bound by the way of the West Indies, as
per advice of consul at the Cape of Good
Hope, to ascertain the consumption of it
among the islands ; and it was ascertained
that the planters were using it extensive-
ly. Awmerican vessels, however, are not
allowed to Jand 1t in ¢ither the English or
French West Ind but planters can
readily be found who will charter a ves-
sel, and follow lier 10 a Danish port, and
there receive her cargo at a high  price.
The fact is, that John Bull has caught
Brother Jonathan napping, for the last
year, in this-new article of traffic—and in
ane year's time, the pure article will ‘be
exhausted. Written documents can be
loumd, by inquiring of L.. Whitney,
Globe Hotel, which will satisfy the most
skeptical.”

No mention is made of guano in M'Cul-
loch’s Commegreial Dietionary 3 and +in
Waterston's more vecent 1{‘.%)‘12‘,”;10?1,*:(}1;\
of Commeree, we find only the [ollowing
briet allusion to the article 1 —
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