THE

GLEANER,

&c.

From the Polytechnic Review.
A MUSICAL REVOLUTION.

‘The following translation from the French
will show the great moral advantages derived
from a cultivation of singing :

In the South.-West of Switzerland, 2 musical
revolution is rapidly taking effect.  Its watch-
word is harmony : its object is to give a new
direction to popular singing, and its means may
be found whetever there are persons willing
to teke a little pains, and who can find a lea-
der to give them a little instruction, and to
guide their voices in singing the semgs of
their country and the praises of their God.

“ Long was it thought that French Switzer-
land could ot march with the German cantons
in vocal music. Long has the Lake of Gene-
va heard little along its shores but coarse, vul-
gar and obscene ballads. Lately the students
of Geneva and Lausenne huve labored to coun-
teract this evil, by composing patriotic ‘songs,
aud endeavouring to give them popular circula-
tion,—The effect has been happily successful,
but within a small circle.  The religious awa
kening which is making daily progress in Swit-
zetland, has had great effect in improving the
national singing. New methods have been
adopted in manyschoals to train the children
to the execution of hymas with a fine and sim-
ple harmony, and the effects have been so far
pleasing —but something was wanted to reach
the mass of' the people, and that has been sup-
plied.

A few years ago M. Kaupert, a Saxon
gentleman, who had long resided at Morges,
proposed to teach gratuitously the whole popu-
latioh of young and willing persons in any vil-
lage orsmall town te sing together. The ru-
mour attracted considerable atiention, and
drew forth @ variety of opinions. But soon his
promises are realized, andall skepticism was
silenced. At Morges and in the neighbouring
villages, concerts of the voice alone were
heard producing such a noble effect 2s no per-
son in the whole country had before the least
deaof. He was induced to extend his bene.
volent labors  He electrified as it were the
wholeside of the Lake of Geneva,—Every-
where the magician of song was followed by
crowds.  The moral effect of this is beyond cal-
culation already; the result excites astonish-
ment.

‘“M. Kaupert commonly began .in schools
and other large rooms; persons of all ages and
of every rank in society flocked to these meet-
ings. It was soon necessary to ask for the
use of churches ; and sometimes large assem-
blies have been held in the open air. . In the
former places hymns are sang—and in the lat.
ter songs, patriotic and descriptive, but all free
from any immoral taint,

** These large assemblages followed his in-
struction and caught his method of execution
with an enthusiasm perfectly astonishing. M.
Kaupert’s kind manner and untiring patience
had a great share iu producing the effects which
80 surprised them.

The city of Geneva invited the musical phi.
lenthrophist to visit and eharm its population
—~Some of the higher ¢luzses became alarmed,
but in the result, they are 100 willingly ecarried
down the stream. - Pastors, professors; magis-
trates, ladies of the first rank, persons the
most distinguished for learnisg  and ecience,
were seenside by side with children,poor peo-
ple, listening and Jearning. When the grand
meeting 1ook place, no charch counld receive
the multitude, and they repaired to the Place
du Palais, in number 4000 singers—the effect
wassublime, M Kavpert was loaded with ex-
oressions of admiration and thanks, and a med-
al was struck in honourof him, a mark of res-
pect which in Switzerland is never eonferred
but upon those who possess the higest order of
merit.

*“ At Lausane his imstructions were souoht
with universal avidity Many who have been
accustomed to spend their evenings in dissipa-
1on began to emplov them entirely in learning
the new method  Children 2nd their parents,
ail the schools, the professors and students of
the college, servants and mistresses, workmen
and masters, persoxis who had been the most
opposed to each other in religion and polit
the inhabitants of different villages distiuguish-
ed by banners—all were attracted, all seemad
of one heart aud soul. When the previous
training was complcte, a day was fixed for the
grand concert. More than 2,000 sizgers were
arranged in the great church, the mnoblest Go-
thic building in Switzerlund : the flags of villa-
ges and socicties were tastefully disposed on
an ivy-clad tower ; the vast multitede who
cameto hear were crowded within and with.
out ; and then wassusg & hymn, to an air of
Luther’s cemposing, simple, grave, noble, but
ch ! the effect '—no words can utter it ; the
Impression will never be forgotten. Other
hymos were suug, and a most touching patriotic
song. the words of whieh we owe to M. Oli-
ver, vamed La Patrie, Our Country, Helvetia
—Helvetia.”

A Lap Sermon.

THE GLOOM AND SUNSHINE OF
THE HEART.

Txxy—The deep blue sky hath turned to gray,
And chilling is the - winwry air ;
The earth secras sad and drear to day,
But look withio—’tis summer there !
My Hesrers—Winter once more is
s,
lovely wreaths, now zppears ia rebss of sad-
ness and sorrow. The aky wears a cheer-
iess aspect—the music of the ‘wild birds has
ceased—and the velvetlined cradles of spring
born flawars bave become their sepulchres,

upon

The earth, stript of ‘ts gay parlands and !

The variegated earpet of the landscape is soil~
ed by the foot-steps of the frost-king, and looks
as if it had beenspit upon with tobacco juice
by seme spiteful spirit of air. Nature, too,
looks as saternine asa saint in a cloister, and
as down in the mouth as a dying dogfish. Bo
reas comes howling {rom his cold nerthern
home, er whistles a melancholy dirge over the
grave of the year, while matronly Earth—
stript of her green gown—lies lifeless and in-
animate, with her bosom bared to the freez
ing blast. The sun looks out from the hazy
south with a sickly face, and a grayness
‘overspreads the sky ; but notwithstanding, my
friends, the aspect without is cold and win-
try, those of you who are blest with 2 com-
fortable home and blazing fires, can take a
peep into your own bosoms, and find that
summer is there ! The heart hath zll seasons
for its own, but they den’t always come in
rotation like these of the year, any mote than
geese always march single file when they go
to drink.

My iriends—could I now Jook iuto the hearts
of the multitude around me, Ishould find all
sorts of seasons. .With some it is spring—
where the young buds of hope are, just begin.
ning toswell—where the plains of pleasure
are {resh and green, and flourish beneath the
warm sun of anticipation. . With others it is
summer—where . each blossom of joy. is fujl
blown, where the climbing ivy of ambition
finds a fostering for each tendrii, and where
the roses of love are blooming unblighted by
the Irosts of disappointment. and untorn by
the raging storm of jealousy. With -others
it.1s autumn—where melancholy gives u yel.
low tinge to every earthly enjoyment——where
flowers or joy are fading —the leaves of hope
are falling and where a solemn change is il
ertly desiroying the sonl’s summer beauties,
With others too, it is winter ; where the bo-
som is ae destitute of happiness as a meadow of
daisies in. December—where the enow-drifts of
discontentment obsiruct the paths of peace—
where the bitter winds of want and wretched-
ness continuelly powl rourd a hope deserted
heari—and where sorrows come borne upon
storms like snow birds 1o the caitager’s door.

My dear hearers—I want you now, at this
inclement sesson of the year, to exereise phil-
anthropy and pity ; and show your generosity
towards those who has a winter within as well
85 without—~upon the hearth stones of, whose
hieait not a coal of comfort ean be found as
big as the smallest of two pieces of .chalk. I
know, weil that you all say.you feelifor these
ushappy wreiches whom  Fortune. sees fit: to
{frown upon ;. but you don’t feel . in your .poc
kets for them, as you ought to do, ' Sympathy
accompsanied with a sixpence, is of;some  val-
ue ; but pity, bestowed .without a penay, is. of
50 more uge than prayers without repentance.
i many of you were but to cast only a single
cent 1nto the lamp of poverty for every six-
perce you toss into the deap. ocean of useless
extravagance, muliitudes might be made
comfortable and happy, where now they stand
just abont as much chance of escaping pelting
after pelting as a prasshopper in a hail stcrm.
1 know, my well-off friends, that you are in.
elined to leok with compassion upon a fellow
being in distress ; but the threads of avarice
and parsimony are so iaterwoven in your na-
tures, thay they will exhibit a roughness, ia
epite of all artificial brushing  When vou see
a silver-haired old man. tottering ulong the
street, with nought but.a few filthy rags w
protect his time bent back from the putiless
storm—and v.hen you koow that he would
be tharkful for the puvilege of shacing  even
a bone with your dog~you aaturally pity his
condition,and wonder how the puplic can be so
hard hearted as notcontrivute to his relief—
Then let the, ueedy old wmendicant approach
you and extend his palsied haad of charity,
and you instinclively turn upon your heels, as
much as to say, A shattered miserable wreck
of humasity like him isn’t worth the trouble of
reparing : he had better be out of the world
than ia it!

Oh, my friends '—this wealthy and wicked
city has some awful sins of omission yet 1o
answer for. A short timesince, on a freezing
cold night whea huadreds and hundreds were
enjoying themselves even beyond enjoyment—
in the ball room, the theatre, and the pot
house—and while the sounds of revelry echo-
ed from the halls of dissipation—a poor father-
less begger boy, after bavinz begged in vain
during the livelong day for a shilling to pro-
cure him s comfortable lodging, laid himself
down in a lamber yard, tired, despairing and
exhausted. He slept—and while he slept
God, his Maker, and Protector, descended in
merey, and took the poor hoy to the asylum
above where paia, sickness and hunger ‘are
unknown. O  shame! where is thy blush !
O charity ! where is thy benevolence! To
think that the ionocent asd helptess young
must perigh for want of enccor in the very cen-
tre of wealtt’s golden circle. and surrounded
by thoss who wear the garbs of christianity
end philanthropy, is enough to make the blood
of a beet boil, with the thermometer below
Zero.

My friends—when & needy suppliant begs
a paltry pittance, think of the poor sacrificed
begzar boy and withhold it not. Regard eve-
ry virtue upon the decalogues of piety and
morality—the first of which is charity ; for
that, a8 has been said of old, cevereth a multis
tude of sins.  Be forgiviag to your enemies;
for forgivaness, as the blind man beautifully re.
marked, is the fragrance which flowers emit,
when ttampled upon, and is grateful to the
nostrils of heaven.  If you avoid extravaganege,
prodigality, and also avarice, your hearis will

; naturally incline to benevolence, and prompt

you to contribute an oceasional erumb of com-
fort to those barren bosoms where perpetual
winter reigne. You need notcrop s solitary
branch, nor pluck a single flower from your

own gurdens o! heppiness to huild up and
adorn a power for poverty ; but grant the des-
titute afew seeds of solave, in a charitable
way—and they too, as well as yourselves, may
soon be enavled to enjoy a summer within ;
while merciless stormrs of winter are jaging
withoat  So mote it be!
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The Politician,

The British Press.

From the Lonr-i-(.)-u Shipping Gazette.
COLONIAL SHIPS,

Beyond the potent evils our Marine has sne=
tained by the reciprocity treaties, over pro-
duction is on all hands assigned es a weighty
cause of the depression of shipping. We have
sought cheap ships without caring sufficiently
whether we have bought seaworthy vessels,and
we have worked: inferior_eraft in_competition
with our good ships. Cargoes have been da-
maged by low classed veseéls ; the' reputation
of the Marine has suffered,” ana we have jost
occupation, where, with more prudence,  we
mighthave retained 1t.  But we cannot ge on
at this rate. The whole Merchant Navy is
laid prostrate’by the insidious affliction that
has been ineurred by dealing—dealing thought:
lessly—with the bum-boat people. Truly, the
North - American vessels have introduced a vast
deal of mischief smongstus; Mr Young and
Mr Somes are aware that British shipping has
suffered very considerably by the ¢empetition
of cheap Coloniel vesséls—the: class rof craft
termed ** coffin.” The gentlemen whose names
we have mentioned, ere, it is well known,
first-rate judges of the value of tonnage, asd the
opinion we have cited they givefor the infor-
mation of a select commiteesof the House of
Commons ; but when these same gentlemen sit
as the directors of Lloyd's Register Book, to
determine the classification 'of tonnage, and to
assign a character which shall truly denote to
the commercial world what degree. of depen-
dence may be placed upon these North Amers
iean ships, they call them good ships. The
directors chalk them A 1, and' ‘¢ertify them'to
be as safe and as eligible:for;the conveyance -of
goods.and men as. our boasted vessels of Lons
don manafaeture, only that they will not lasi so
long; are by no means double jointed ; ard

that Her Majesty’s Government: will ‘not "pa- |
tronize them @ven with a lading - of old storee. !

However, 1t 13 admitted that gooed ships are
occasionally consiructed at the colonies. It
hasbeen shown that our' A merican cotton trade
cannot be carried “on ~without such vessels—
soundvessels-=butless costly than British ships;
and we are too closely pressed for trade to lose
a channel,’ though it affords us but a single fa-
cility.

The ways of a slipat sea are very perplex-
ing; but the waysol a shipowner us frequently
{orbid investigation, and coufound the inquirer.,
To-day prople dzsire 1o be the possessors of
Colonial tounage, in ordes to coatend upon bet-
ter terms with some foreign rival in trade, or
to carry away a, large sliee of the Navy Esti-
mates.  To maorrow, having rome other object
inview, they buy better vessels, and then re-
pudiate ihe craft they were enamoured with
belore, because so. much inferior shipping has
been sent mto the United Kingdom and regig-
tered here.. - Ounly a {ow years ago a proposal
to disqualify Colouial ships for Briiish register
would have been regarded as an insuflerable
wrong to commeree. . Now some would giv 2
the world for a barrier which would prevent the
future entry of Norih Americau vessels, which,
our colounial policy. considered, is a proteciion
that the English shipowner and the English
shipwright do not appear likely to. atiain.
Meane do exis’, however,which, being applied,
would effect all that the Marine should desire.
The wanted safeguard against all the ills which
the Masine isliable to from faulty vessels is to
be gained by a revieion of Lloyd’s Register
rules, by a pew arrangement of the regulations
as to timber, scantling, &c: By an amended
classification, it is supposed that shipbuilders
would be encouraged o make a better selec-
tion of their materials, and to bestow greater
care on their workmanship.

ft is mortifying that the registration ruler
should be so defective as to justify the ship-
owners of Liverpool in esserting that the im-
perfections of the system pursued tend to in.
crease rather to check the production of infe-
rior tonnage ; but it is grievous, while allcon-
cession 1s refused by the directors, and every
propositien with a view to improvement i
repulsed, to find a member of the direction
asserting, for the information of a select com-
mittee, that there are on the Regyister vessels
standing A 1 which were never worthy of the
rating—mere ““‘coffins.” ~ Why were these
“gliding gunters” admitted? Most of the
witnesses depose, that the employment of low-
ciassed vessels is hurtful, since they reduce
freights to « scale which will only yield a
meagre remuneration for their own risky sers
vice; itis said that thereby make employment
unprofitable for better ships, and thus diminich
the value of ships which are really substantial
and good. Amoongst the methods suggested
for the defence of British veesels against these
evil copsequences, one —taxation~we have
already alluded to. Mr Chapman says the
power tosave existe in the hands of the Under-
writers, and so, in faci, it does; bug will they
exercise it effectually 1. We do not believe
they can ; for solong as there are iasurances to
effect on such questionable bottoms, there will
be adventurous individuals, or'cempanies of
adventurers, to undertake the risk with a due

! 'regard for aversge, but with very little for

abandonment,

Mir Chapman expects too
much.

! ehips has parily cured itself, bat it is lil}
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But let us refer to other authoriiies, .
would not be advisable— (Thompsoh
We should be cautious in restricting
— (Chapman, 912, 915) The evil of

“ Tt
rise again—(Straker, 28§52, 28578 Prove

them moderately, to discourage the pro@® the ho
of lowest class ships—.(Young, 230, 204& Admir

Nothing will do but a tax of 25s. a toifent wq

mee, 496, 489).  About 15 per cent. M8 the re:
valae. Mr Somés is a moderate man. M liamer
should be imposed, but their sedawe 2 than |
should be proved prior to registration—($ Tmper
man, 000, 907). Pd ‘

There is nothing volunteered about oo ..0'
Regizter, except that it admits North All consid
chipsas A 1 for fouryears, and that (b8 the se:
rive all the advantages of insurance andill those
which are possessed by the best ships—{f sound
116). Nevertheless, it strikes us that e Minis
thould be made subssrvient to the o profes
view; it can be made operstive with# i3 evi

aid ol parlizment, and it may be bronght paran

action with much mere certainty than der is
which may le resolved upon by Underwllt v ., 1},
and at the same time the rules and pro® cal S
of the Regisier might be so remodelles reatp
satisfy the complaints which have Leead S g
from Liverpool and Glasgow, and st Vet
loudly iterated at Sunderland. tens A
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Canapa.—A Quebec paper of thes
‘ulyr. thus speaks the sedson in that§ days
ter, There
*The last vessel for Europe, saill grour

the 24th instant, the John & Mar ling 1
ing the only square rigged vessel &

port. b N:
*.The season of navigation hest o
open-fully as long as usual ; bils ths |
gales which- prevatled this month make

5

occasioned greater lose than usval 8 his s
homeward bound wvessels in thel§ «p
(Tt is feared ‘that enough has nolE = =
» done for the improvement of the D& v o
tion, and the assistance of shipW® every
seamen in the lower partsof 1he 8 whoi
extending four or five hundred mif® been
lcw Quebec. The natural consed® bringi
is‘an increased rate of insurance, ¥ 2ppea
must ultimately fall ou the trade 8% }'" *
i consumers of goods imported by n’:: f—
| Lawrence, to the encouragement 8 o h:
portations from the United Statef§f v
probably a decrease of the Provin 21 in
venue by smuggling.” figure
Among our extracts under the € :l: ,‘f,f
head, will be found accounts rict5 % exhib
dee with the melancholy loss of P& :i‘:';g
life, which have recently occu®® .-

Montreal. If government does nof® TL‘S cl
dily interfere with prompt and del®8 e le

ders

ed measures, the Canadian seat & cenng
vernment will soon become as ’irm‘“;"
ous as the city of Philadelphia, /% M
popular outbreaks. Owing to ther “foulé
lence of party, we find it very difk o
if not impessible, to obtain a corré®™ Th
sion of the affair, i oo of
A very severe shock of an earif of th
was felt in the city of Montreal & able
28th ult, TIts duration wasabout ¥& Per,
three seconds. weil
CaNapian Parriament.—-The & Us
treal papers are filled with a lengh® pers
bate which took place in the As® Tyle
on the answer ro the address of W8 busi
vernor General, on opening the #5 very
It was moved by the Attorney | mint
Mr. Smith, The Convervative B It gi
we are gratified to perceive, caf™™ state
day by a majoriiy of siz. ¥ tures
The Courier thus speaks of the B there

ble future success of the Governo® 4 nue
ral, in carrying on the busine® ¥ exira
Government : highl
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