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THIERRY’'S HISTORY OF THE
GAULS.*

’Tis a pleasant thing to turn from the pre-
went, with its turmoil and its noise, its clank
of engines and 1ts pallid artizans, its political
strife and its eocial disorganization, to the
calm and quiet records of the past—to the
contemplation of bygone greatness; of king-
dems which have passed away,—of cities
whose site 18 marked only by the mouldering
column aud the time worn wall—of men with
whose name the world once rang, but whose
very tombs are now unknown. If there is
anything calculated to enlarge the mind, it is
this; for it is enly by a careful study of the
past that we come to know how duly to ap.
presiate the present. Without this we mag-
nify the present; we imagine that the future
will be like unto it; we form our ideas, we
base our calculations upon it alone ; we for-
get the maxim of the Eastern sage, that ¢¢ this
too shall pass away.” Tt is by the study of
history that we overcome this otherwise inevi-
table tendency ; we learn from it that other
nations have been as great as we, and that
they are now forgotten—that a former civili.
zation, a fair and costly edifice which seemed
ta be perfect of its kind, has crumbled before
the assaults of time, and left not a trace be-
hind. There is a sill all voice \issuing
forth from the ruins of ylon, which will
teach more to the thinking mind than all the
dogmas and theories of modern speculators.

When we turn to the study of ancient his-
tory, our attention is immediately riveted on
the mighty name of Rome. Even the history
of Greece cannot compare with it in interest.
Greece was always great in the arts, and for
long she was eminent in arms: but the arms
of her eitizens were too often turned against
each other; aad the mind gets fatigued and
perplexed in attempting to follow the eudless
raaze of politics, and the constant succession of
unimportant wars. There are, indeed, many
splendid episodes in her history, such as the
Persian war, the retreat of the Ten Thousand,
a few actions in the Peloponnesian contest,
the whole of the Theban campaigns of Epa-
minondos ; but ‘the intervening periods have
but a faint interest to the general reader, til]
we come down to the period of the Macedo
nian monarchy  This, indeed, is the great
act in the drgma of Grecian history. Who
can peruse without interest the accounts of
the glorious reign nf Alexander ; of that man
who, issuing from the mountains of Macedo-
nia, riveted the fetters of despotism on Greece,
which had grown unworthy of freedom, and
carried his victorious arms over the fertile
plaina of Palestine, till he stood a conqueror
amidst the palaces of Persepolis, and finally
only on the frontiers of Hindostan, arrested ;n
his progress not by the arms of his enemies
but by the revolt of his soldiers 7 He flung &
3:&!0 of glory around the last days of Greece,
like the bright light of a meteor, whose course
he resembled equally in the rapidity and
brilliancy of his career. With him dies the
1aterest of Grecian story : the intrigues and die-
putes of his successors, destitute of general in-
terest, served but 1o pave the way for the
progress of a mightier power.

Of greater interest even than this isthe his-
tory of Rome. Her conquests were not mere-
ly the glorious and dazzling achievements of
one man, which owed their existence to his
taieats, and crumbled to pieces at his death ;
they were slow and gradual in their progress
—the effects of a deep and firm poliey ; they
were not made in a day, but they endured for
& thousand years. No country presen:s such
interest to the politician and the soldier. To
the one, the rise and progress of her conatitu-
tion ; her :nternal struggles ; the belance of po-
litical power in the state; her policy, her
principles of government; the administration
and treatment of the many nations which
composed her vast empire, must ever be the
subject of deep and careful study: while to
the other the campaigns of Hanribal, the wars
of Cmsar, and the long line of her military an-
nals, present a wild field for investigation and
instruction—an inexhaustible topic for philo-
sophic reflection.

But there is one subject connected with the
progress of the Roman empire which has been
unduly n=glected, and without a perfect uu-
derstanding of which we cannot justly appre-
ciate either the civil or military policy of that
state. We mean the history of the nations
who came in contact with her—viz. the Car-
thaginians, the Gauls, the Spaniards  The
ancient historians belonged execlusively to
Greece or Rome ; they looked upon all other
nations except themselves as barbarous; and
they never related their hieiory except inciden-
tally, and in so far as it was connected with
that of these two countries. Modern histo-
rians, fellowing in their track, and attracted
by the splendour of their namee, deviated not
from the] beaten path; and [a thick veil still
hung over the semi-barbarous neighbors and
enemies of Rome. The history of no one of
these nations, was more interesting, or in
many points involved in greater obscurity than
that of the GavLs

Nowhere amongst the ancient writers could
any connected account of the origin or pro-
gress of this nation be found; scattered no-
tices of them alone could be discovered inter-
spersed incidentally amongst other matter, and
these notices were frequently inconsistent.

® Histoire des Gaulois, per M. Amadee
Thierry. Parts.

This is particularly the case as regards their
early htstory ; in later times when they came
into more immediate contact with the Ro-
mans, a more connected and minute account
of them has been preserved. In the lLively
pages of Livy, and in the more accurate nar-
rative of Polybius, a considerable mass of in~
formation on this subject may be found ; while
a clear light has been thrown on many parts
of their latier history by the narrative of
Appian, the lives of Plutarch, and, above all,
by the Commentaries of Cesar. But all this
information, ecattered over a multiplicity of
authers, eould give us no conception of therr
history as & people. An anthor was stiil
wenting to collect all these together, so as to
present us with something like a continuous
history, But to dothis wasuo easy task : the
materials were scanty and often contradictory,
—they were all written in a epirit hostile to
the Gauls; adeep vein of prejudice and nationa)
partiality ran high and tarnished them all;
the motives of that people were misrepresent.
ed, their actions falsified ; the historians often
understood little of their institutions and their
character. Frem such materials it required no
common man to be able to deduce a clear and
impartial narrative; it required great talent
and deep research—the accuracy of the scho-
lar and the spirit of the philosopher, the acute-
ness of the critic joined to the eye of the
painter. Such a man has been found in
Amadee Thierry. His History of the Gauls is
a work of rare merit—a werk which must
ever be in the hand of every one who would
understand the history of antiquity. * *

To whatever country of the aacient world
we turn, we find that the Gaul has preceded
us, either as the savage conqueror or the litile
less savage mercenary. lssuing originally
from the East, that boundless cradle of the hu-
man race, we soon find him contending with
the German for his morass, with the Spaniard
for his gold—traversing the sands of Africa,
and pillaging the plains of Greece—fouading
a kingdem in the midst of Asiatic luxury, and
bearing his conquering lance beneath the
Capitol of Rome. But a mightier gpirit soon
rese to rule the storm. In vain the courage of
the Gaul, allied with the power of Carthage,
and directed by che genius of Haanibul, main-
tained for years a desperate and doubtful con-
test in the heart of Italy. The power of
Rome kept steadily advancing: Greece soon
fell beneath her conquering arm ; and the fleets
ot Carthage no longer ruled the wave. The
Spaniard, after many a hard fought field, at
last sank into sullen submission ; and the Ga-
lations, degenerating under the influence of
Asiatic manners, proved unequal to the cen-
test ; the Gaul, instead of inundating the land
of the foreigner, could with difficulty maintain
his own; and soon the eagle of the Capitol
spread its wings over a Transalpine province.
But the free spirit of the Gaul now made a
mighty effort to rend asunder the bonds which
encircled it; and a countless multitude, after
ravaging Spain, poured down into Italy: the
Roman empire rocked to its foundation, when
Marius, hastening over from his African con-
quests, saved his country by the glorious and
bloody victory of Agque Sextiz. Yeta little
while and the legions of Rome, under the or-
ders of Cesar, traversing with fire and sword
their country, retaliated on the Gaul the cala-
mities he had often intlicted on others, subdued
his proud spirit, and forged for him, amidst
seas-of blood, those fetiers which were finally
riveted by the policy of Augustus. Such is a
briet outline of the heart stirring story of this
singular and interesting race.

One of the most interesting parts of Thiery's
work 1is the Introduciion. He there gives a
brief view of the Gaulish race: i's division
into two great branches, the Gaul and the
Kimry, aud the periuds into which the history
of this people naturally rivide itself. A con
siderabie part of it is taken up in proving thet
this people do in reality consist of two great
branches, the Gaul and the Kimry. This, we
think, he has clearly and satisfactorily shown,
by evidences drawn both from the language
and from the historical accounts which have
been preserved to us regarding them. His
character of the Gauls as a people is ably and
well given; but here we must let him speak
for bimself :—

* The salient characteristies of the Gaulish
family—tliose which distinguish it the most,
in my opinion, from the other races of men
—may be thus summed up :—A personal bra-
very unequaled amongst the people of anti-
quity ; a spirit frank . impetuous, open to every
impression, eminently intelligent ; but joined
to that, an extreme frivolity, want of con-
stancy, a marked repugnance to the ideas of
discipline and order so strong in the German
race, much ostentation—in fine, a perpetual
disunion, the consequences of excessive vanity
If we wish to compare, in a few words, the
Gaulish family with thet German family to
whom we have just alluded, we may say that
the personal senument, the individual I, is teo
much developed amongst the former, and that
amongst the latter it is not sufficiently so.
Thus we find, in every page of Gaulish stery,
original characters whe stroagly excite and
concentrate upon themselves our sympathy,
causing us to forget the masses; whilst, in the
history of the Germans, it is generally the
masses who produce the effect. Such is the
general character of the people of the Gaulish
blood ; but in that character itself, an obser-
vation of facts leads us to recognize two dis-
tinct shades corresponding to two distinct
branches of the family, or to use the enpres-
sion consecrated by history, to two distinct
races. One of these races—that which [ de-
signate by the name of the Gauls—presents
in the most marked maunner all the patural
dispositions, all the faults and all the virtnes
of the family; to it beleng, in their purest
state, the individual types of the Gaul. The

other, the Kimry, less active, less spiritual
peihaps, possesses in return more weight and
stebility ; it is in its bosom principally that we
remark the institutions of classification and

rorder ; it is there that the ideas of theocracy

and monarchy longest maintain their sway.”—
(e 2980

How important and how little attended to
is this character of the diffsrent races of men!
How perfectly is it preserved under all situa-
tions and under all circumstances! No lapse
of time can change, no distance can eflace it.
Nowhere do we see this more distinctly than
in America: there how marked is the differ-
ence of the Speanish race in the South and the
Anglo-Saxon in the North! And from this
we may draw a deeply important practical
lesson 3 viz the danger of attempting to force
on one race institutions fitted to another. Un-
der a free government, the Anglo-Saxoa in
the north flonrished and increased, and became
a mighty people. Under a despotic sway,
the Spaniard in the south was slowly but
surely treading that path which ‘would ulti-
mately have led to national greatness, when a
revolution, nourished by English gold. and
rendered victorious by English arms, inflicted
what was to him the curse of {ree instituiions.
Under their influence, commerce has fled from
the shores of New Spain; the gold mines of
Peru lie unworked; population hasretrograded;
the fertile land has retarned to a state of na-
ture ;and anarchy, usurping the place of go-
vernment, has involved the country in ruin and
desolation. Nor is this the oaly instance of
the efiect of free institutions on the Spanish
race, In Old Spain the same experiment has
been tried, and has produced the same re-
sult  Under this withering effect, the empire
of Spain and the Indies has passed away ; the
mother country, torn by internal dissensions,
has fallen from her proud estate, and can with
difficulty drag on a precarious existence
amidet all the tumult and blood of incessant
revolutions. How long will it be ere we learn
that free institution 8 are the Amreeta cup of
nations—the greatest of all blessings or the
greatest of all curses. according to the race on
which it is conferred.

(To be Continued )

From the Dublin Univereity Magazine.
CEYLON
[From a review of several works ou this is-
land, in the above-named periodical, we
make the following selections ]

We have taken up these works mainly for
their strange adventures aud wild eports in the
East ; but before we notice them we must say
a word or two on the importance and rising
interest of Ceylon,—a subject which we are
glad to have the opportunity of imtroducing,
though it be but briefly.

*¢ Qur power ir India has,” as Warren Has-
tings remarked, * often vibrated to the edge of
perdition, and has been st all times suspended
by athread so fine, that the touch of chance
wight break or the breath of opinion dissolve it.”
This view is, we have reason to apprehend,
applicable etill ; and ehould ever the disasters
touch take place, the importance of Ceylon will
be acknowledged by all. Were we driven frem
continental India, this island affords usnot only
the most favourable point for regaining the lost
dominion, but would, together with Bombay
and the Mauritius, secure us, in any case, the
commerce of the Malabar and Coromandel
coasts, and the command of the Indiap seas,
Its value, in this respect, was seen by our pre-
decessors, for, said a king of Portugal, * let all
India be lost, so that Ceylon be saved ” It is
then the obvious duty of our government to
make this island thoroughly our own ; ours not
merely by road-making and military establish-
ments but by effective civilization,by educating
the people in industry and moral habits, teach-
ing them true religion, and by colonization.
All the interests of this possesions are, we
believe, safe in the hands of the distinguished
nobleman now at the head of ourcolonies, and
we advert to them only in connection with
our object of making known its advantages to
such as are about to emigrate. It is singular,
while our colonists fly to the solitudes of Aus-
trilia, or seek the snow-clad plains and gloomy
pine-woods of Canada, they think not of the
palm forests and cinnamon groves of Ceylon
—of an island which, if it be not, as itis pre-
tended to be, the paradise of the past, is cer
taninly the Eden of our day ; whose fragrance
is scented nine leagues off at sea ; where the
climate is, over a great extent of it, favoura-
bie to Europeans and where wiater is unknown
Large districts there are fit for agriculture, and
while the cultivation of many of its products af-
fords to emigrants of the better class a prospect
of wealth, the poorest settler may count on
immediate means of subsistence. Peacocks,
and jungle-fow] resembling pheasants, buffaloes,
and deer, are to be had for shooting ; two cropa
of oranges may be gathered in the year, and
honey is so abundant that it is made use of for
seasoning meat, a8 salt in other countries.
Far from having the burnt-up look and bot-
house smell of India, Ceylon is marked by its
everlasting verdure ; and the stranger on lan:
ding there finds himselt in 2 climate which
although near the line, is tempered by sea-
breezes, and by being, in no part of it remote
from & high-mountain range. To our paiating
of this fairy-land we may add that its very
stones are precious. Rubies, sapphires, ciana-
mon-stone topaz, cats-eye, bircon, being often
found there of a very fine qualicy, Lastly,
there is a pearl-fishery off its shores, which
though, we believe, neither well managed nor
understood has been long the soarce of conside -
rable wealth. We are but siightly touching on

-a few of its capabilities, but shall notice them,

as well as the draw-banks, alittle more at leagth

just now

Ceylon is some what less—about a sixth— "
than Ireland; and while, like it (had we.peaces
it might support a population of twenty millibn® =
it frequently “experienced famines at a period ©
when its inhabitants did not amount to more’™
than 150,000. The numbeérs--there at present™
reach about a million and a half which, for the ©

most fertile spot in the worldis little more tha
desolation. In a few lines we shall glance at

the historyof the island, daily becoming of more =

importance to us. The origin of the names of
most countries is but guessed at.
liest account we have of Ceylon it is called
Sielan, or Diva, thatis, the lsland of Sielan;
and the Singalese of the preseut day call it

Lanke, Dwipa, or the island of Lanko—all,

probably, variations of jan early name. The
natives are said to resemble the Rojpoots eof
India from whom they may be, as has been

suggested descended. The appellation Sing:

halese by which they are known, is, they say,

derived from the word Sinhala, which means

the blood of the Lion, and they have a fabulous
tradition about their descent from that roysl
beast. The island was known to the Romané
by the name of Taprobane, and is mentioned

by Pliny and others as famed for its elephants.

Itappears from the account of Cosmos an
Egyptian merchant, that in the time of Justi~
nian that isin the sixth century, Ceylon was
largely engaged in commerce with remote
parts of the Indian ocean. 3
traces of an early connection with China, and
as it is well known that the exclusive policy o

that empire and of Japan is of a comparatively

modcrn date, we can easily understand that

there were formerly much mtercourse between
these countries.

beautiful of islavds, tells of the pilgrims to
Adam’s Peak, and jhis account would describe

it very well, even at present. Sir John Man~

diyille was there some two ceoturies after, and,
it is said, gives a hetter account of its dimen-
sions than any previous writer. The year 1505
is important in its annals. The son of the
Viceroy of Goa, was driven into one of it8

ports by storm, and thus it become known to
the Portuguese. Its commerce at that period &

had been long declining, as well from a series

of invasions, by Persians, Arabians, Malabars,
The Portuguese =
formed a settlement there in 1520, and soon
after established themeselves, held possession
there for about a century ; when the natives,

as from internal dissemsions,

to escape from their oppressions, made allianee
with the Dutch. in the year 1653, the latter

people had expelled the Portuguese, and esta-
The nati-®
ons, however, made no impression beyond the
maratime provinces, being a belt of about thir<

blished themselves in their place.

ty miles round the island, the interior, calle
the kingdowmn of Kandy, remaiued unconquered.

In 1796, during the Revolutionary war, Ceyloa®

wag taken by the English, who only sueceeded
the Datch in their districts.

the interior call themselves Kandians. The¥

have fair courage, but are cunning and cruel, ©
which, no deub?, arises in part from their ha}
ving been long oppressed Those of the ms*
ratime provinces are designated Singhalese;”
and are a people of & gentle but feeble cha’’
The English soon became involved in®
war with the Kandians, and in 1503 took Kan %
dy, the capital of the kingdem of the sam®®

racter

name. Our force was but small, and was me"
naced by greatly superior numbers, but woulds

it is believed, have been sufficient, had not the

Mejor Pavis, fory
such was his name, thought fit to capitulate;s
and ordered his men to ground their arms=
They replied that they would be butchered, but s
the order being repeated, they, evincing theif’

leader failed in firmness

sense of duty, obeyed, and were almest to &

man, decapitated. Many of the officers on uu.k
ing this, took out their pistols and terminated®
Major Davis, and a very few s

their ewn lives
others survived. This treachery was, to th

disgrace of our government, long unavenged:®

In 1512 there reigned in Kandy a monarch

who will be for ever remembered for his cru-®

elties. He name was Sree Wikrimé Rsjilt
Singha.
and his Adikar, or first noble, fearing hie die=
pleasure, fled to the Englisb. The king seiz#8

the Adikar's wife and ehildren, with his bros®
ther gnd wife, and relatives, amounting in all 4
to seventy persons, and sentenced them all 0%
“ The children,” eays an =suthentie®
report of the transaction, “ were ordered to b8
decapitated before their mother's face, anés
their headsto be pounded with her own handéf
Which, to save hersell fromy
a diabolical torture and expoeure, she submit*s
The eldest boy shrank from:
the dread ordeal, and clung to his agonized p8*
rent for safety, but his youngest brother, step”
ping forward, encouraged him to submit to hif&
fate, and placed himself before the execution?
The last ofF
the children to be beheaded, wae an infant 86
the breast, from which it was foreibly tors =
away, and its mother's milk was dripping from &
its innocent mouth as it was put into the hand?®
The mother, hat* &
ing stoues fustened to her feet, was pushed int@ %
a deep tank. Her sister-in-law met the sam®™
tate ; and the Adikar's brother, though no®

death

in a rice mortar.

ted to attempt.

er, by way of setting an example.

of the: grim execationer.”

supposed to have had the least connection wi

his flight, was &t the same time beheaded:®
Happily for his people, this tyrant exlcn_de‘ .
his atrocities to those urder eur protectios =
In 1814, ten Sioghalese merchants, belongisk’
to the Engiish provinces, were taken up whilf
engaged on business in Kandy, and sent hom® =
mutilated, with the ears and noses fastened ¥ &

their necks  An explanation was demanded—
no answer was aczorded ; whereupon the g¢

vernor, Sir Robert Brownrigg, marched a foré®

into Kanady; took possession of the capital 8!

kingdom, and relieved the people from such® =

King and his dynasty for ever. A treaty to thif
effact was eatered into with the chiefs, a1d €

In the ear-

It still exhibits &

. Marco Polovisited Ceylonia =
the thirteenth ceatury. He callsit the most

The natives of ¥

He had impaled several of his chiefd ©
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