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Mr Shiel expressed his regret ot the interrup-
tion, and proceeded Ireland made a repid
progress in the course that freedom opened to
her.  Mr ,Pitt and Mr Dundas admitted it in
Parliament.  The Protestants of Ireland had
beer contented to kneel to England upon a

tude, and but for the rebellion of 1798, so de-
nounced with an unaffected sincerity by Mr
O’Connell, the Catholic question would have
been settled in terms satisiactory to both par-
ties. The question now was not ene between
Catholic and Protestant, but between the great-
er country and the smaller, which the greater
country endeavoured to keep under an ignomi.
nious control. The Union was carried by cor-

| ruption and fear, and many who voted for it

lived to repent it. Mr Saurin, amongst others,
was said to have opposged it only during its
progress through Parliament, and not after its
completion’; go that the most important prin-
ciples laid down in debate were to be regarded
as mere forensic asseverations.  Surely the
truth of great principkes did not depend upoa a
8'atute—they were not for an age, but for all
times—they were immutable, imperishable,
immortal as the mind of man.  They might,
perhaps, be reconciled to the terms of the
Union, bad as they were, had the results been
beneficial to the couniry; but travellers stood
appalled at the misery she presented. Were
they to atiribute those evils to the soil, ‘the
climate, or some evil genina who exercised &
sinister influence over their deetiny.

The right honorable gentleman then traced,
according to his own views, the history of Ire-
land since the (Tnion. In 1800 Mr O'Connell
first spoke against the Union. 1Ia 1810 he made
a speech precisely similar to those for which he
was now arraigned. - His intentions were pure
then, it could not be denied. If the language
were the same now, the intention must be
identified as the same also. The Catholic as-
goclation was created by him, and Catholic
Emancipation was accomplished ; but did they
think that up to that period the Government had
been g0 wise and salutary that the Union ought
to be regarded as a great legislative bleseing ; or
that if this indictment could be sustained, aa
indictment for a conspiraey might not have been
preferred against those who had associated
themselves to obtain Catholie Emancipation 2
How, too, was the Reform Bill carried ? Who
were the conspirators who embarked in that
fearful enterprise ? Should he answer—Lord
Grey, Lord John Russell, Lord Althorp, and,
to crown the list, Sir James Graham, now Home
8 Let gamblers . denounce vice,

Secretary ?
drunkards debaueh, when Graham complained
of agitation. For aught he knew, Sir James
Graham might be sincere in his change of
opinions. and he had not the slightest desire,
from motives of partizanship, to aseail him,
vecially behind his back, but, eaid the learned
counsel :—

““Ido say, that he is of all men the last under
whose auspices a prosecution of this character
ought to be carried on. The Reform Bill
becomes the law of the land—Parliament is
diseolved, and a new Parliament is summoned
and called together under the Reform Bill; and
the very first measure adopted in that reformed
Parliament is a coercion bill for Ireland. The
atiorney General'read a epeech of Lord John
Russell in favor of coercion. He omitted to
read the numeron eches subsequently made
by that noble person, in which his mistale with
regard to Ireland is honorably confessed.
Gentlemen, Ishall not go through the events of
the last ten years in decwil. It is sufficient to
point out to you the various questions by which
thisunfortunate country has been successively
convulsed—the church question, the. tithe
question, the Municipal Bill, the Registration

Bil. These questions, with their diversified
ramifications, have not left us one moment’s
rest, Cabinets have been destroyed by them.

The great parties in the state have fought for
them. Ireland has supplied the fatal field for
the encounter of contending parties. No single
measure for the substantial and permanent
arnelioration of the country has been adopted;
and here we are, at the opening of a new ses-
sion of Parliament, with a poor rate oa our
estates, a depreciating tariff in our markets,and
a state prosccution in Her Majesty’s Court of
Queen’s Bench. Such, genilemen, are the
results of the system of poflicy adopted in that
Imperial Parliament, whose wisdom and whose
beneficence have been made the theme of such
levish panegyric! Gentlemen, I do not know
your political opinions—I do not know that
there 19 any one man among you favorable to
the Repeal of the Union ; but if every one of you
be fearful of that measure becoming ultimately
the ocession of a dismemberment of the empire,
gtill its disonssion may not be useless. If the
couneils of the state were governed by no other
congiderations than theose which were founded
upon obvious justice, or if measures were to be
carried by syllogisms, and government was a
mere matter of dialectics, then all great assem-
blages of the people shonld, of course, be de-
recated, and every exciting adjuration addres<
sed to the passions of the people should be stre-
sly reproved. But itis not by ratiocination
that » redress of grievances can be obtained. It
must strike the least observant, that when the
Government - complained most vehemently of
demagogue audacity, their resentment is the
precursor of their concessions. Take, as an
exumple, the Landlord and Tenant Commis~
eion, which there are some C
will disturb the foundations of propert
againet which Lord Brougham addressed his
admonitory deprecation to Sir Robert Peel.
For my own part, I think itmay lead to results
greater than were contemplated ; for it appears
to me to have been chiefly intended as a means
of diverting public atteation from the considera-
tion of the other great grievauces of the country.
The main gource of all these grievances, ] am
convinced, is to be found in the colonial policy
purened towards this couniry. The Union ne-
ver has been carried into effect. If it had, Ire-
land would not be a miserable dependant in the
great Imperial family.  The attorney General
expressed great indignation at the rootte ot
Mullaghmast—*¢ Nine millions of people cannot

onservatives think *




