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Colonial Politics.

From the Halifax Morning Post.
PROVINCIAL POLITICS.
IMPORTANT CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS.

‘We place before the country this morning the
Resolution moved on Tuesday last in the House
of Assembly, by Mr Howe; and the amendment,
by the honble the Attorney General. We had
keard a good deal of this Resolution, and con-
siderable triumph had been eviaced, beforehand,
by the opposition papers, as to its expected
result.

The debate on it on Taesday afternoon, was
remarkabie for nothing peculiar, save that the
real effect of the resolunon—x €. t0 introduce
a system of governing the country by Heads of
Departments was carefully kept out of sight;
and no wonder; when it must be felt on all
hands that the country would never submit to a
system that would ‘ransfer the most important
public business to political demagogues ; [we
refer not to persons, but the fulure opeumon of
the system,] and plunge the country into enor-
1018 expense, in sustaining a pension list.

The meaning of the proposition is that the
Lt. Governor, for the time being, shall be ad-
vised by nine office holders-and of course, if
there be not nine Heads of Departments alrea-~
dy, \hey must be created ; and when they lose
a majority in the a~sembly, they must retire
with & pension—to be paid out of the Provineial
Fands, as in Canada.

The amendment passed in the House on
Tuesday, 24 to 22—Messra Ross, Creighton,
and George Smith being absent; and after a
long debate the next mormm,wuh closed doors,
on the motion of Mr Doyle for rescinding, the
vote of the preceding night was confirmed.

MR. HOWE’S RESOLUTION.

Whereas, t.,e principles of administration,
applicable to the Government of the North
American colonies, have been formally sanc-
tioned, by the highest authority, on several
occasions, and ought, to prevent misrepresenta-
tion or mistake, to be recorded on the Journals
of the Assembly, with iis deliberate sanction:

Aund whereas, the following Resolutions,

moved by Mr Secretary Hdmaon, were adopted
by the Parliament of Canada, on the 3rd Sep-
tembeér, 1841 —

1. That the most important as well as the
most uadoubted of the political rights of the
people of this Province i:, that of having a
Provincial Parliament for the protection of their
liberties, for the exercise of a Constitutional
influence over the Executive departments of
their Government, and for Legislation upon all
matters of internal government.

2. That the head of the Executive Govern-
ment of the Province, being, within the limits
of his Government, the Representative of the
Sovereign, is r&pon:xb e to the Imperial autho-
rity alone ; but that. nevertheless, the manage-
ment of our lecal affairs can only be conducted
by him, by and with the assistance, counsel,
and information, of suboerdinate cfficers in the
Province

3. That in order to preserve, between the
different brancne: of the Provincial Parliament,
that harmony which is essential to the peace,
welfare, and good Government of the Province,
the chwt advisers of the representative of the
govereign, constituting a proviaecial admini
tien under him, ought to be men possess
the confidence of the representatives of the
people, thus affording a guaraatee that the well
understood wishes and 1nterests of the people,
which our Gracions Sovereign has declared
shall be the rule of the Provincial Government,
will on all occasions, be faithfully represeated
and advocated.

4. That the people of this province have,
moreover, a right to expect from such provin-
cial administration the exertion of their best
endeavours, that th i 1
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and appoint, but we confess our obligation to
defend his acts and appointments, and your
right to obstruct and embarrass us in carrying
on the Government when  these are not wise
and satisfactory; the exercise of the preroga-
tive must be ﬁrm and independeant, in every act
of the Government, general and local; but its
exercise isto be defended here by us ; and the
necessity there is for your possessing the cosfi-
dence of the people, the councxl yours, the
Governor theirs—includes all the strength, and
yet responsibility, which are desirable under a
Representative Monarchy.”

And whereas, his Excellency Sir Charles
Metcalf has thus explained, in answer to am
address from Gore, in Canade, his views of
colonial Gevernment.

¢ [f you mean that the Government should
be administered according to the well under-
stood wishes and interesis of the people; the
resolutions of September, 1841, should be faith-
fully adhered to ; that it should be competent
to the couneil to offer advice on all occasions
whether as to patronage or otherwise; and that
the Governor should receive it with the atten-
tion due to his constitational advisers; and con-
sult with them in 2all cases of adequate import-
ance ; that there should be a cordial co-operati-
on and sympathy between him and lhem ; that
the council should be responsible to the Pro-
vincial Parhament and the people; and that
when the acts of the Government are such as
they do not choose to be responsible for, they
shiould be at liberty to resign; then I entirely
agree with you, and see no impracticability in
carryimr on Responsible Government in a colony
on that footing, provided that the respective
parties engaged in the undertaking be guided
vy moderation, honest purpose, common sense,
and equitable minds, devoid of party spirit.”

Therefore, resolved, That this IIouse recog-
nize, in the aheve re solutions and documents,
the true principles of Colonial Government, as
applicable to this Province.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S AMENDMENT.

And whereas, His Excellency Sir Charlss
Metcalfe has thus explained, in answer to an
address from Gore, in Canada, his views of
Colonial Government.

¢ With reference to your views of Respon-
sible Government, I canuot tell you how far I
concur in them'without knowing your meaniag,
which is not distinetly stated.

¢ 1f you mean that the Governor is to have no
exercise of his own jndgment in the administra-
tion of the Government, and is to be a mere
tool in the hands of the coun.x.’, then I totally
disagree with you. That is a condition to
which I can never submit, and w fieh Her Ma-
jesty’s Government, in my opinion, never can
sanction.

“ If you mean that every word and deed of
the Governor is to be previously submitted for
the advice of the council, then you purpose
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introduction of any other princi
Canadian Inmstitutions and administration of
Gevernment not at present adopted in this
Province; this house being of opinion that be-
fore the same shall be introdnced into ihs co-
lony, the consent of the people first should for-
mally be expressed by their Representatives in
General Assembly.
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New-Brunswick.
St. John New Brunswicker.

Riot in York Point.— We regret to state that
on Thursday evenming last, a riot occurred in
York Point, which was attended with a melan-
choly occurrence. It appears that ia the eve-
ning a namber of evil disposed persons assem
bled in the streets, and commenced an indiscri-
minate attack on all who were passing that way;
and a number of unoffending and highly res-
pectable individuals were thus mal-treated and
abused. Between ten and eleven o’clock, 28
Mr S. Manks was on his way home {rom the
city, he was attacked, and being armed with a
brace of pistols, he drew them forth and fired
one, the ball entering the breast of a lad named
John Donovan, and so seriously injured him
that he is not expected to survive.

Yesterday moraing, his Worship the Mayor
proceeded to Portlaud and took Manks into
custody. He has been placed in gaol until an
examination shall take place. We are informed
that it was with the greatest difficulty that
Manks was preserved from the violence of the
mob, even after he was ia charge of the autho-
rities, and had it not been for the determination
evinced by his Worship, he would have been
killed on the spot.

We sincerely regret these outrages, and call
upon the proper zuthorities to 1ake such steps
as will entirely put an ead to them for the future.
Such proceedings are a disgrace to any civilized
community, and unless they are put down by
the strong arm of the law, they will result in
the sacrifice of some valuable lives. We have
not heard that anything has yet been done to
put & check to them, but we trust the autheri-
ties will no longer delay in the fulfilment of
their bounden duty, and thus, now aund for ever,
put an end to such violations of the public peace.

March 16

Public Meeting —A public meeting of the

inhabitants of this eity was held yesterday at the
Cmm House, in pursuance of a requisition
addressed to His Worship the Mayor, for the
purpose of considering measures to establich a
permanent and efficient police in this cnty _His
Worship was called to the chair and exple
the objects for which the meeting wus

Oa motion of William Hammond, Esquire,
seconded by John M. Robinson, Esquire—

tesolved, That the time is arrived when it is
expedient to place the peace ofthis city and the
lives of its inhabitants under the protection of an
efficient police, who shall be ix!dupe'\ucm ofthe
Common Council, and that a commitiee be
appointed to prepare a petition and Bill for that
purpose to be laid be efore the Legislature.

Moved by Mr F. McDermot, and seconded by
A. Balloch, Esquire—

Resolved, That the said Petition and Bill be
submitted to an adjourned meeting, ‘to be held
in the court house on Thursday next, at noon.

Resolved, That the following gentlemen
compose the said committee, viz:—the Mayor,
and Messrs Wan. Ha mnmnu, John M. Robert-
son, ' McDermot, and George Wheeler

His Worship lm\ma left the chair, and B. L.-
Peters, Esquire, being called thereto, on mo
tion of Alderman Porter—

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be
given to his Worship the Mayor for his promp-
titude in calling lhv meeting, and his dignified
conduct in the chair.

The weather for some days past has been
very mild, and the snow has almost entirely
disappeared from the streets. The travelling on
river 18 yet very good, and the ice is consi
red perfectly safe.
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Legislature.—The public business is quietly
going on, this sessio ,,nm. will probably termin-
ate in pood time, although ¢ l’m:l'ug several
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PROSPECTUS OF
Simmonds’s Colonial Magazine-

ON THE lst JANUVARY, 1844,
Was published, to be continued monthly, price
2s. 6d
I'fIE FIRST NUMBER OF

Simmonds’s Colonial Magazine,

A Journal of Literature, Art, Science, Cem=
merce, and Finance

EDITED BY P. L BIMMONDS,
Fellow of the Statistical Scetety, Secretary of
the Meteorological Society, member of the

Royal Agriculiural and Ethnelogical Sc

ties ofLundon, Honorary and correspond
ing member of the Literary and Histc-
rical Society of Quebee, of the Lite-
rary Assooiatioa of Barbadoees, of
the " Agricultural Societies of
Montreal; Philadelphia, Mas-
"'huwel( Ium*_,bcrg,
ete cte. ete

In submitting a New Periodical to the Public
it is customary to state, in few w ords, the (»qr’c’
with which it bias been cet on foot, and as far
as possible, the mode in which ir will be con-
ducted.

Much consideration hasbeen testowed onthe
plan of our publication, and every part has been
duly weighe

We have ever maintained the opinion, that
the interests of Great Brltain and her Colories
can never be permanently at variance, or at
least that it is always praeticable by sound le-
gislation, to reader the prosperity of the mother
country ths cause and consequence of that of
her children.  We shall therefore endeaver to
enforce and illustrate these views, by showing,
in the minutest detail, the mutnal dependence
of every part of our vast empire, arnd by point-
ing out the methods by which apparenily eon
flicting interests may be conciliated.

Any further statement of our vie and theo’
ries 15 umnecessary in this place. The Public
must judge whether we redeem the pledge here
given, that we shall be ¢« tent and perseyer-
ing in the advocacy of British and Colonial in-
terests

It is mecessary, however, to say something
of the means we have at our disposal, for treat-
ing in a fitting n... wey the t of the Colo-
nics—under which term we include the whole
of our daily iacreasing empire exterior to the
mother eountry.

Inthe firat place we propose, by a high rate
of remuneration, ,to secure as cm.mbvlw», some
of the at s on the subjects which it 19
Our prov 8s; and we invite gentle-
men, whose studies have been directed to the
Colonies, te forward us papers, which will re=
ceive the most altentive conside n';- n, We
shell not only u scuss the most interesting ques
tions connected with our foreign possession
bat shall labour to furnish our readers with #
complete description of the manners and cus
toms of the various people over whom our sway
extends, of the countries they inhabit, theif
productions and eapabilities of supporting emi’
grants. In short, we shall strive to make 00T
publication useful and interesting to the States-
man, the Merchant, the Geographer, the Eth*
nologist, the Literary Man, | the General
Reader. Iis contents will embrace every sub®
jeet connected with Commerce and Navigations
Agriculiute and Manufactures, Marine Insurance
the Laws and Regulations of Trade, and the
Tariffs and Commercial Treaties of various n&:
tions 3 thus forming a repository feor full ap

authentic Statistical Tablesof the Trade, Na ""
gation, Resources, and Populztion of Grea
Britain and b .(w'u"'u!

We affirm unhesitatingly that we shall be ené”
bled to offer to the Public & more co
sive, original, and carefully eondensec
ry of Colonial Ir nce, tban he
appeared in any publication. T
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