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;lasses of society into the vortex, and threaten-
ing to spread corruption and vice, in an incre-
dible manner, through the densest and most
dangerous classes of the community.

Y authentic and irre ragable evidence of the
magnitude of this danger exsts in the statisti-
cal tables of committals which have aow, for
@ very coasidersbie time, been prepared in all
parts of ‘the Britich empire. Since the year
1805, when reguiar tables of committals first
begaa to be kept in Eagland, commitueats
haue incressed sirfold—they have swelled from
five (o thirty one thousand. Daring the same
period population has advanced about sixiy per
cent: in other words, detected crime hes ad-
vanced four limes as fast as the numbers of the
people. - In Scotland and Ireland the returns of
commitments have not been kept, until within
the last twenty years, with such accuracy as
ean berelied on; but they exhibit an increase
“#till more alarming. [Ireland, as might be ex.
pected, exhibits a growih of crimne which has
fully kept pace with England during the same
period 3 but Scotland exhibits a change which
fairly outstrips all the others in the race of
iniquity. la 1803 Lord Advocate Hope' said
in Parliament, that more crimue was tried at
‘one Quarter Sescions at Manchester than over
-all Scotland in a whole year; and the proceed-
iagzs of the criminal courts to the north of the
Twecd, at that period, amply demonstrated
the trath ot his assertion. . In the year 1805,
¢ighty-nine criminals were brought before the
whole tribuaals, superior and iafertor, in Scot-
land ; but in the year 1812, the committals for
‘serious ofiences were nearly four theusand—in
other words, serious crime, in less than forty
years, had angmented in Scotland abave thirty
sir fold. Daring the same period population
has advanced abont fifty per ceat., viz. {rom
4,800,000 to 2,660,000, so that in moml, sla}d,
and religious Scotland, serious crime, during
the last forty years, hasrisen lLwenly fice limes
as fast as the number of the people.

Overlooked as this prodigious change has
been, as all things are which arige gradueally in
this country, it has yet attracted, ss well it
might, the astonishmeat of writers on the con-
tinent. Nine years ago, M. Morean observed,
epeaking of the increase of crime in Scotland
~¢ [ the year 1803, the criminal commit-
ments of Scotland were eighty nine ; they are
now 2664 —that ig, thev. have increascd in
thirty years thirty fold. It would appear that
Scotland, in becoming a manufacturing state,
ias in a great degree lost the virtue and sim-
plicity of character by which ehe was formerly
distingnished.”

What renders this prodigious increase of
crime in so short a period in all parts of the
British Empire, ia a peculiar manner exiraor-
dinary and alarming, is, that it has taken place
at the very time when unheard-of efforts were
made, 13 every part of the country, for the
moral and religious insuruction of the people
We are very far indeed from saying that
enough has been done in this way: no one is
better aware that the vast debt, which the
prosperous wealth of Britain owes in this res-
pect to its suffering indigence, is sull in great
part undischarged, and that till it is takea up
and put on a proper footing by ithe stale, it
never can be completely liquidated ;—still,
more has been done to discharge it during the
igst thirty years, than in the whole previous
centuries which have elapsed since the Refor-
mation. The Churches of England and Scot-
land, during that period, have improvedto an
astonishing degree, ia vigour and eﬂicienpy :
new lite, a warmer spirit, a holier ambiiion,
has been breathed into the Establishment; the
dissenters of all denominations have vied with
them inzeal and eflort; churches and chapels
have been builtand opened in every direction ;
dnd taough they have by no means, ia the ma-
nufacluring districts, kept pace with the in-
erease of pupulation, yet they neve advanced
with a rapidity hitherto unheard of in Britigh
history. The laity of all denominations haye
made extraordinary efiorts to promote the
¢ause of education. In this great and good
work, persons of all descriptions have, though
Zrom very different motives, laboured together ;
but much remains to be dene. We well know
fiow many tens and hundreds of thousands, in
the manufacturing districts, are now wander-
ing in worse than heathen darkness in the
snidst of 2 Christian land j;—we weli know what
inswrmountable obstacles mere voluntary zeal
and exertion meet with in the most praisewor-
thy effurts, from the selfish resistance ef pro.
perty and the reckless dissipation of indigence
But etill, no one acquainted with the subject
cun deny, that during the last thirty years, in-
comparably more has been done to promote
education among the poor than in'¥ie preceding
three centuries  Yet this period of anxious
Wolicitude, awakened fear, and general effort
%0 stem, by all the known methods, the deluge
of profiigacy and .depravity with which the
country has been flooded, has been charseteri-
zed by an increase of crime, and a general
loogening of morals among the laboring classes,
bitherto unprecedented in the country—cer.
tainly not equalled during the same period in
any other Europezn state, and, go far as we
know, without an example in the previons
history of mankind. s . .

The Liberal party, at the beginning of the
present century, were gnasimous in imputing
the vast increase of crime to the defects of our
¢riminal law. The nominal severity of that
System, it ‘was said, and seid jostly, with its
Uncertain punishments and frequent opportuni-
lies of escape, afforded in fact a bov
commission of erime. Injured par
o give icformation for feer of being bournd
O¥er to prosecute ; wilnesses were rejactant to
2ive evidence, jadges caught at legal quibbles,
Juries violated their oaths, ia order to save the
2ccused from a punishment which all felt was
digproportioned to the offence; and thus the

great object of crimiaa! jurisprudence, certain-

{

ty of punishment, was entirely defeated, There
was much tru h in these observations, but much
falizcy in the hope that their removal would
effect any reduction in the number of offences.
The ohject sought for wes carvied. Humane
principles were triumphant.  The labours of
Sir amuel Romilly end Sir James Meckintosh,
aided by the cautious wisdom and experienced
ability of S8ir R. Peel, produced a total revo-
Intion in our criminal jurisprudence. The old
stzin has been removed: we need po longer
fear a comparison with the laws of Draco For
the last fifieen years so many offences, former-

ly capital, have had that dreadful penalty re- 4

moved, that the law in Great Britain, as now
practically administered, -is probably the mil-
destin Europe. Death is scarce ever inflicted
except for murder ; in cases of housebrezking,
even when attended with personal violence, it
is never thought of. . The executions in Great
Britain now rarge fromtwenty five to thirty five
only a-year, insiead of a hundred and fifty or
two hundred, which they formerly were. And
what has been the resuit?  Has the promised
and expected dimuaition of crime taken place,
in consequence of the increased certainty of
punichmeant, and the almost total removal of all
reasonable or coanscientious scruples at being
concerned in a prosecution ¥  Quite the re-
verse. The whole prophecies and anticipaticns
of the Liberal school have been falsified by the
result. - Crime, so far (rom declining, has sig-
nally increased; and i1s progress has never
been go rapid as during the kst ffieen years,
when the lenity of its adminstration had been
at ite maximuw. Au fospection of the returns
of serious crimes already given, will complete-
ly demonstrate this.

Next, it was said, that education would lay
the axe to the root of crime; that ignorance
was the parent o vice; and. by diffusing the
schoolmaster, you would extinguich the greater
part of the violence which efilict society ; that
the providing of echeap, innocent, and elevating
amusements for the leisure-hoursof the work-
ing classes, would prove the best antidote to
their degrading propepsities; and that then,
and then only, would trime rezliy be atrested,
when the lamp of knowledge burned in every
mechanic’s workshop, 1n every peasent’s cot-
tage. Theidea was plausible, it was seducing,
it was amiable; and held forth the prospect of
general improvement of morals from the en-
larged culture of miad.  The present genera-
ion is generally, it may almost be said vniver-
sally, imbued with these opinions; and the
effortsaccordisgly made for the instruction of
the working classes during the last twen'y five
years, have been unprecedented in any former
period of our history. =~ What have been the
results?  Has erime declined in proportion to
the spread of education ¥ Are the best instruct-
ed classes the least vicious 1 Has eating of the
fruit of the tree of knowledgs diminished the
power of the Tempter?  So far from it, the
conseqgaences, hitherto at Jeast, have been me-
lancholy and forébeding in the eéxtreme.

The criminal returns of Great Britain and
Ireland, for the last twenly vears, demonstrate
that the uneducated crimisals are about a
third of the whole: in other words the educa-
ted ctiminals are to the uaeducated as two to
oue. In Scotland, the educated criminalsare
about foxr times the uneducated ; in England,
jast double ; in lieland, they are neatrly equal.
Nay, what 1s still more remarkable, while the
aumber of uneducated criminals, erpecially in
Scotland, is yearly diminisking, that of educa-
ted ones is yearly increasing. In France, the
criminal returns have for fong demonstraied
that the amount of crime, in all the eighty foar
depariments ol the monarchy, is just in propor
tion to the number of educated persons which
each contains; a fact the more remarkabls, as
three fifths of the whole inhabitanis of the
couatry have received no education whatever
Of the eriminals actually broeght before the
Courts of Assize, which correspoud to our Old
Bailey and Circuit Courts, itappears that abont
four-sevenths are educated, and three-s=venths
destitute of any instruction ; which gives a
greatey proportion of criminals to the educated
than the uneducated class, as three-fifthe of the
peopie are wholly uniustrucied. But what is
most marvellous of all, the eriminal returns of
Pruesia, the most universally educated country
in Euarops, where the duty of teaching the
young i enforced by law upon parents of every
description, and entire ignorance is wholly
unknown, the proportion of criminals to the
entire population 18 TWELYE TiMEs greater
than in France, where education of any sort
has only been imparted vo two fifths of the
community. These facts are startling——they
run adverse to many preconceived ideas—they
overturn many favorite theories; but they are
not the less tacts, and it is by fects alone that
¢orrect conclusions are to be drawn in regard to
human affairs. In Ameriea too, it appears from
the eriminal returns, many of whieh, in parti-
cular towns and states, are quoted in Buck-
ingham’s Travels, that the educated criminals
are to the unedecated often as three, generally
as two,toone.  These facts completely settle
the question ; although, probably, the whole
present generation must descend to their graves
before the truth on the subject is generally ac-
knowledged.

But to any one who reflecis on the principles
of hnman nature, and the moving sowers by
which itis impelled, whether towards virtae or
vice, such & result must appear not only intelli-
gible but unavoidable. It is our desires which
are our tempters.  All the etatistical returns
prove that the great majority 01‘,&! sated per-
sons, generally at least three-fourths of the
whole, have received an imperfect edueation,
They have just got knowlodge enough to incur
its dangers; they have not got enough either to
experience its utility or share in i3 elevation.
Their desires are inflamed, their imaginations

| exgited, their cravings multiplied by what they

read ; but neither the:

understandings strength-

ened, their -habiis improved, nor their hearts
purified, . The great bulk of mankind at all
times, and especially in all mazuufacturing
communilies, can. only receive an imperfect
education, It is not in the age of twelve hour's
labour at factories, and cf the employment of
children without restraint ia coal and iron
mines, thatanyihing approaching to a thorough
education can be 1mparted to the working
classes, at least in the manufacturing districts.
The conclusion to be drawn trom this is, not
that education 1s. hopeless and should be aban-
doned, in relation to the great bulk of wen—

for we every day, is detached instances, have |

proof of its immense ard blessed influence ; the
conclueion ig, that it is by the active, not the
intellectual powers, the desires, not the under-
standing, that the great mejority of men are
governed ; ihat, it 1s the vast addition civiliza-
tion and commerce wake to the wants and
passions of men, whaich constitutes the real
cause of ity demoralizing influence; and that
these dangers never will be obviaied till means
are discovered of combatting sin with its own
weapons, and by desires as extensively felt ag
its passions. We must fght it, not only with
the armour of reason, but the fire of imagina-<
tion. It isby enlisting the desires on the side of
virtue and order, that we can alone generally
influence mankind. » " 2

Let us therefore no longer deceive ourselves,
or aitempt to deceive other. Crime is making
extraordinary and unprecedented progress
amongst us ; it is advancing with a rapidiwy
upparajlelled in any other European state: if
not arrested, it will come to render the country
unbearable ; aad will terminate in ‘multiplying
to such an extent ““les classés dangereuses,’” as
<hey have been well denomiuated bythe French,
as, on the firstserious political convuléion, may
come to endanger the state. It has advanced
with undeviating and fearful 'repidity through
all the successive delusions which have been
trusted to in the conntry to check its progress.
With equal ease it has cast aside the visions
of Sir Samuel Romily and the advocates of
lenient punisiment—the dreams of Lord
Brougham and the supporters of general edu-
cation-—the theories of the Archbishop of Dub-
lin and ihe. eaemies of transportation—the
hopes of Lord John Russell and the partizans
of Improved prison discipline at home. Even
the blessed arm df the gospel has hitherto failed
in checking its advance amongst us; and’ it
nowhere appears in more appalling colours
than in the districts where the greatest and
most srrenuous efforts have been made for the
moral and religious instruction of the people,
¢ Nouy avons donnes a penser,’”” as the French
say.  Ample subject for serious reflection has
furnished to onr readets till a future oceasion,
when the cause of thisgeneral failure, is the
means requisite forthe diminution of crime,
will be considered.

RHINE AND THE RHINELANDERS
[ This is the title of another article in this pe-

riodical, from which we make the following

selections ]

In france we are pretty much accustomed
to gleep in a bed ; that is to say, on a couch
cousisting of a {rame some three and a half
or funr feet wide, and ¢ome six or six and a
halt feet Jong.  Oa thisframe or bedsteed we
place two or three mattresees anda fcather bed,
a par of sheets, a counterpane, a pillow and
bolster ; we then tuck in the edges of these
coveringg, the person for whom the bed is iu-~
tended slips in between the sheets, and if his
health is good and his conscience clear, and he
has not been drinking too much green tea or
strong coffee; he goes tosleep.  In a bed of
this description any body can sleep, whether
German, Spaniard, ftahan, Hindoo, or Chinese,
unless he makes up his mind not to do so. " But
in Germany things are very different. A Ger-
man bed is composed as follows :—

First, a bedstead two or two and a half feet
wide, and five to five and a haif feet' long.
Procrustes niust decidedly have been a Ger-
mut On the bedstead they place a sack of
shavings un enormous feather bed, and then a
sheet, shorter and narrower than the featiier
bed, and which we should cdll a towel, Upon
this sheet crtowel comes a quilted coverlvt ¢ f
the Bame size, and a sort of cushion stufiud
with feathers - Two or three pillows, piled up
at the head of the bed; complete this singular
edifice.

When a Frenchman gets into a bed of this
kind, as he does not thisk of taking any par-
ticular precautions, in about five minutes the
pillows fall on cne side, the coverlet on the
other ; the sheet rolls itself vp and disappears
go that the aforesaid Frenchman finds himself
with one side of his body uncovered and frozen
and the other side sunk in the feather bed end
prespiring profusely, This arises, say the Ger-
mans, from the eircumstanee of the French
being £o0 impetuous and lively. With a calm
and phlegmatic German the case is quite dif-
ferent. The latier raiscs th connterpane very
cautiously, ereeps underneath, and places him-
gelf with his back against the pillowe, and h
feet against the bottom of the bed, screwing
himself up into the shape of the Jetter . he
then draws the covering aver his knees, shuts
his eyes, goes to sleep, and awakesnext morn-
ing in the same position. To do this it is ne-
cessary o be o German, and as [ am not one,
I had not slept a wink eince [ had been in the
country ; | was growing as thin as a lath, and
I had a 2owgh that seemed to tear my chest
open. Thisis why I asked for a beda la
Francaize. Mine host had fortunately six of
them.  When I heard that, I could have em~
braced him with pleasure. Le ¢

Nothing ¢an be more puerile and absorb,
and x‘n many instances disgusting, than the ha-
bitual pastimes and amusements of the students;
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least of that Jarge mejority of them who ' recouciled to it

attend no lectures and study, nothing that they
can possibiy avoid, but look ‘upon . their ¥esi-
dence at the university as three or four years
1o be devoted to smoking, beer drinking, dand
scratching one another’s facesin duels, L'hese
duels, by the by, are pieces of the most intense
humbug ‘that can be imagined They take
place now in the large room of the inn ‘at
Ziegelhausen, a village on the banks of the
Neckar, about two miles from Heidelberg, and
are fought with straigh! swords, tquare But
sharp at the extremity, and having guzids as
big assoup plate.

Before the fight begins, the combatants don
their defensive arms, consisting of a strong and
broad brimmed hat protecting the head and
eyeg, an immense leathern breastplate defend-
ing the chest and siomach, and padded case,
also of leather, which shields the arm from
wrist to shoulder, and an impenetrable cravat
which protects the neck up to the ears. The
nose and a bit of each cheek, is all that can be
possibly wounded. - Thus equipped, the heroes
set to work, slashing away at eash other, (it
18 forbidden to thrust,) shaving ‘off picces of
their padded armour, and looking exceeding
fierce and valiant the while ; until, after a less
time, accordingas the combatants are equal in
skill or aot, one of them ge's a scratch across
the nose, or a small eyelet hole in the cheek,
which terminates this caricature cf ‘a ‘duel.
Since “ young Germany” fiads amusement in
8o harmless a practice, it ‘wight very well be
allowed them ; provided they afterwards, hke
good boys, took their books and learned their
lessonr,  But'euch a proceeding would be by
no means consistent with the Burschen Freiheit
~—the academic freedom of which these hope-
ful youths make their boast To celebrate the
valour of the wictor, and show sympathy with
the ' eufferings of the vanqnished—whose
wound is by this time dressed with an inch of
sticking.plaster—the party repairs to a ‘tavern
to breakfast; and there the 'morning is killed
over bear and Rhine wine till one o’clock,/ by
which time some of them are wusually more
than half tipsy.  They then repair to the table-
d’hote, dine, drink more, and finally stagger
home to eleep off their libations:  We  have
more than once, in German yniversity towns,
seen students reeling drunlk at four in the after-
noon, )

About seven in the evening, the kneipes or
drinking-tiouses begin to fill.  Inoall of these
there ' are rooms set apart for the different
¢lubs of students to assemble in; and in those
sanctuaries they put on the caps and colours ot
the communities, which they have of late years
been’ forbidden to wear in public. - On the
ribands which they wear round rheir necks,
are inscribed the date of their wvarious duels.
A barrcl of beer ‘is now broached; pipes are
loaded aad lighted, and they sit the whole
evening, sotting, smoking, and singing songs
about the Rhioe, liberty, and fatherland, with
ear-eplitting @nd interminable  chorusses of
Viva lera lere A German student’s song ge-
nerally consists of conplets of two lines, with &
chorus that lasts a quarter of an hour.

The quantity of beer consumed by some of
these heroes is almost incredible: They be=
come actually bloated with it. =~ One. of the
most important and respected persons at a
German university is the Beer King, who ought
to be able to drink, not any given quantity, but
an unlimited one; to be perpetually  drioking,
in short. © M, Dumas tells ng, that the reigning
monarch of malt at Heidelberg is able to ab-
sorb twelve schoppens of beer, or six of wine,
while the clock strikes twelve. A Heidelberg
schoppen is very nearly an English bottle. This
israther hard to swallow, M. Damags.  Either
the drinker is very fast, or theclock very slow.
We can vouch, howsever, for the scarcely less
astonishing faet, of there being drinkers at the
universities who willimbibe twenty five bottles
of beer ata sittings  The German beer is, of
course, not of avery intoxicating netare.

From beer to tobageo the transition is natu-
ral enough ; and we canuot conclnde our gos-
sip about the Rhine without & word or 1w o, 88
to the frightful abuse made by the Cermans of
the Indian weed. ' We are sot of the number
of thoge who condemn-the modezrate uvse of to-
baceo, but, en the countrary, koow right well
how to appreciate its soothing and cheering
effeets; but the difierence is wide beiween the
limited erjoyment of the habit, and the stupi-
fying, besotting excess to which it is carried by
the Germa The dirty way, teo,1u which
they smoke, renders the custom ag annoying to
these who live amongst them, as it must be
unwholesome and detrimental to themselves.
It ig poesible to emoke much, and yet cleanly :
take the Spaniard for iastance—unnquestionably
a great smoker; yet the diflerence between
smoking on the Rbine or Elbe, end on the
Manzanares or Ebro, is, immense—the one the
glattony and abuse, the other the refinement of
the practice. While. Don Espanol, with his
fragrant pu o, or straw or paper covered cigar~
rito, smoketh eleanly, spitteth not, uses histo-
bacco, like he uses most things, like a gentle-
man ; the werther Deutscher takes his huge pipe,
rarely cleaned, and with the essence of tobac-
co.00zing from every joint, and filling it from
bag, or rather sack, of coarse and vile-smelling
tobaceo, pufls forth volumes of smcke, expec-
tora:ing ad nasueam at intervals of a minute or
less. No considerations of place or' person
hinder him from irdulging in his favorite pae-
time. In steam boats, in diligences, in'the
public walke and promenades, inio the di
rooms of hotele, every where does the pipe ie-
trude itself, carried as habiivally as & walking-
stick ; and even when not in agwal use, emit-
ting the wmost evil odour fronw the bowl &
tube, saturated as they are: with {abacco juice.

However unpleasant all this smay be to fo-
reigners, especially to English ladies accustom-
ed to 'the more cleanly hubits el their own
countrymen, the German dames zre perfe

1t Had wetodrawa 1
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